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	IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

CASNR professor, research scientist analyzes cotton's re-entry into farm bill
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When it was announced that the work of area legislators and the USDA had succeeded in getting cotton back into the 2018 Farm Bill, a four-year legislative act that sets agricultural and food policy for the federal government, the area's farmers breathed a huge sigh of relief. It was a big victory, said Darren Hudson, a Texas Tech professor and Larry Combest chairman in the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics. 

FACULTY UPDATE
Cynthia McKenney, noted professor and horticulturist, retires on May 31
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After more than three decades of nationally-recognized expertise in ornamental horticulture and ground-breaking leadership in new education technology development, Cynthia McKenney retired from her post as Associate Chair and Rockwell Endowed Professor of Horticulture in the Department of Plant & Soil Science, as well as the group's Distance Program Leader. Her last day was May 31.

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 
UPCOMING 

 Texas International Cotton School 

        Aug. 6-16, 2018

        Texas Tech Fiber & 
        Biopolymer Research Institute

CASNR Awards Ceremony
        Thursday, Aug. 23, 2018; 6 p.m.;
        AFS Livestock Arena  

CASNR Ag Fest

       Thursday, Aug. 30, 2018 

       AFS Livestock Arena

CASNR Homecoming Breakfast

       Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018

       Student Union Building

       Red Raider Ballroom

CASNR Pig Roast

       Thursday, Nov. 1, 2018

       Lubbock Civic Center

       Banquet Hall


	

	
	Herrera-Estrella joins the CASNR department thanks to a $5 million grant from the State of Texas' Governor's University Research Initiative, which the university matched, in order to target one of the top plant molecular biologists in the world. He expects to build a team of scientists and develop an institute that examines how plants adapt to thrive in the presence of environmental stresses such as extreme heat and cold, drought and in the presence of brackish water sources. "Dr. Herrera's research in cotton genomics will further the profile of the university as a leader in cotton and agriculture research, while also contributing to the economic development of West Texas and the state,” said Texas Tech President Lawrence Schovanec.  >> more
CASNR leaders spend summer sessions learning the ropes in Washington
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Running from June through August, CASNR’s congressional summer intern program affords select students an opportunity to experience first-hand the government's day-to-day operations. Participating is this summer’s program are seniors Stephen May of Sweetwater, Asa Meyer of Arlington, Virginia, Sterling Shrum of Boerne and Sarah Moses of Pearsall.

NRM, school of art students team on Mae Simmons Park restoration plan
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In academia, an invisible line often separates the artists from the scientists. This spring, two Texas Tech professors got rid of that divide, bringing together graduate students from CASNR and the J.T. & Margaret Talkington College of Visual & Performing Arts in a collaborative course focusing on the art and science of ecological restoration, said Robert Cox, an associate professor of habitat restoration ecology.

Plant and Soil Science Department hosting turfgrass field day, open house
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Growing and maintaining turf during a sweltering West Texas summer will be in the spotlight July 7 and July 9 when the Department of Plant and Soil Science hosts a program for professionals and homeowners that will show them the best methods to maintaining healthy lawns and landscapes. The homeowner field day will focus on managing landscapes to provide aesthetics with less water, said PSS’s Joey Young.

TTU, TTUHSC and the Hub contribute to sister-brother team's success
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A sister-brother team, Cara and Steve Wessels, gained attention by winning a national competition similar to Shark Tank with a new company that could change the livestock industry. Their startup company, Embryotics, improves pregnancy rates from assisted reproductive technologies in livestock species and human fertility. As a graduate student, Cara worked with Sam Prien at the TTUHSC lab.

Spring issue of CASNR's Landmarks magazine available in print, online
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The Spring 2018 issue of Landmarks magazine is off the press and online. The biannually-produced publication opens with a profile of CASNR's new dean, William Brown. The magazine's cover story, "A Champion of Championships," highlights the career of Denny Gentry, who is winding down a career in the cowboy industry. Another feature spotlights "A Closer Look at the Department: Landscape Architecture." 

AEC graduate honored with national President’s Volunteer Service Award
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Joanna King, a 2016 master's graduate from the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications, has been presented a President's Volunteer Service Award, a national honor offered in recognition of volunteer service. Officials with Winrock International report that the Bentonia, Mississippi native contributed more than 120 hours of service on assignments in Senegal, a country on Africa's west coast. 
Agricultural Council: Floydada’s Kirby Nixon named 'Aggie of the Month'
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Kirby Nixon, a junior animal science major from Floydada, has been named CASNR’s April ‘Aggie of the Month.’ "I'm grateful to receive this award," he said. "It shows the support my peers have for not only me, but Block & Bridle as well." Nixon’s passion for agriculture began with him growing up on his family's farming and ranching operation. After graduation, he intends to return home to carry on his family's operation. 

GALLERY: AEC students take level-headed approach to surveying 
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Several students with the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications got a bit of Spring sunshine as they got some hands-on experience in using automatic levels to take elevations readings. The class work was part of AGSM 3304 - Systems in Agricultural Mechanics - which was led by David Lawver, a professor within the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications. 
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