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	IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

PSS’s Herrera-Estrella named to National Academy of Inventors Fellows
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Luis Rafael Herrera-Estrella, the President's Distinguished Professor of Plant Genomics in the Department of Plant and Soil Science, has been named to the 2019 class of Fellows for the National Academy of Inventors. He'll be inducted next April during the organization's ninth annual meeting in Phoenix. “Being part of a distinguished group that includes several Nobel Prize laureates is a true honor," he said.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Agricultural Council: NRM’s Rothfuchs named ‘Matador of the Month’
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Name: Benjamin Rothfuchs; Major: Natural Resource Management – Wildlife Biology; Classification: Junior; Organization: Alpha Gamma Rho; Hometown: Cypress, Texas; Month: November 2019

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 
UPCOMING 

Dean’s Scholars Reception
       Friday, Feb. 21, 2020

       McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center

Distinguished Alumni Awards

       Monday, Feb. 24, 2020

       McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center

CASNR Honors Banquet

       Thursday, Apr. 16, 2020

       McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center

CASNR 50th Class Reunion Luncheon

       Thursday, May 7, 2020

CASNR Spring Commencement 

       Saturday, May 16, 2020

       United Supermarkets Arena

CASNR Summer Term I 

       Tuesday, Jun. 2, 2020

CASNR Summer Term II

       Tuesday, Jul. 7, 2020


	

	
	CASNR Dean William Brown noted that Burris has a strong vision for leading the multiple components of the department's work and will be a leader in serving and communicating with the department's clientele groups. Burris said he looks forward to the new role. "The Department of Agricultural Education and Communications at Texas Tech is one of the top departments in the country," he said. "It's an honor to be able to serve the outstanding faculty, students and alumni of this department, and I am excited to contribute in this new role." Burris, who previously served as associate department chair, was also interim chairman of the award-winning academic unit from 2016 to 2018.  << more
Patil joins Texas Tech Center for Functional Genomic of Abiotic Stress
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Gunvant Patil, an expert in genetic engineering, quantitative genetics and translational genomics, has been named an assistant professor in the Department of Plant and Soil Science, effective Jan. 1. His lab will lead the development of new technologies to improve genetic transformation, genome editing and accelerate the plant breeding in economically important crops species including legumes, fiber and energy crops.

Beltway Bound: Congressional spring interns on the ground in Washington
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A specially-selected group of students from CASNR will be spending their spring semester working as interns in the state and nation's capitals. They include Chance Mitchell, a junior animal science major from Artesia, NM; Laney Mosley, a senior agricultural and applied economics major from George West, Texas; and Bryce Cluff, a sophomore agricultural education major from Queen Creek, AZ.

Department of Plant & Soil Science adds plant geneticist Yinping Jiao
[image: image7.jpg]


Yinping Jiao, an expert in plant genomics and genetics, has been named an assistant professor with the Department of Plant a Soil Science, effective Jan. 1. Jiao's research is devoted to obtaining a deeper understanding of the genetic diversity and regulatory mechanism of important agronomic traits in crops, with the goal of facilitating breeding. She’ll be working in the Center for Functional Genomic of Abiotic Stress.

Texas Tech fall commencement ceremonies feature CASNR students
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Some 150 CASNR undergraduates received diplomas at the university's fall commencement ceremonies last month at United Supermarkets Arena. During the event Sam Jackson, a professor with the Department of Animal and Food Sciences, served as the Texas Tech Presidential Mace bearer. Alyssa Soles, an agricultural communications major Sweetwater, represented CASNR as banner bearer.

Sandra Addo joins CASNR's Dr. Bill Bennett Student Success Center
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Sandra Addo was named the new Administrator for Diversity and Graduate Student Recruitment for CASNR, effective Jan. 2. She’ll be responsible for coordinating diversity recruitment of CASNR students, as well as developing participating in graduate recruitment activities. "From the bottom of my heart, I am beyond excited to join such a wonderful group of people and help achieve student success," Addo said.

TAWC Water College spotlights High Plains irrigation technology, research
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The Texas Alliance for Water Conservation hosted its 6th Annual Water College on Jan. 23 at Lubbock's Memorial Civic Center. Connecting today's producers and crop consultants with the latest in irrigation technology and research was the focus of the free event. The program brought together more than 200 area producers, consultants and agriculture industry leaders.

H.S. student publishes scientific paper with assistance from CASNR professor
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The Department of Plant and Soil Science’s David Weindorf, along with Julia Kagiliery, a 16-year-old honors high school student, and other researchers across the United States, have published a paper in the International Journal of Coal Geology where they combined optical and X-ray methods to quantify lignite sulfur content in coal. "This experience has shown me what it's like to do real science,” Kagiliery said.

Ready-Set-Eat; Fete draws students to Queso Cook-off, Mr. CASNR contest
[image: image12.jpg]


CASNR’s Dr. Bill Bennett Student Success Center held their annual 'Winter Welcome & Queso Cook-off' on Jan. 23 at the AFS Livestock Arena. The Wildlife Society at Texas Tech University won the ‘Golden Cheese Grater’ as overall winner, and the ‘Silver Cheese Grater’ for best presentation. Steven Iida, a first year student majoring in natural resource management from Spring, Texas, was named Mr. CASNR.

CASNR's Ambassadors for Agriculture offering hats in two new colors
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Officials with CASNR's Dr. Bill Bennett Student Success Center report that their $15 baseball-style caps are still available. They come in five colors: white, gray, black, red and khaki. All five colors, which are being offered by CASNR's Ambassadors for Agriculture as a fundraiser, may be purchased in the CASNR Dean's Office Suite in the Goddard Building. 
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