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	IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Testing, tracing top priorities as CASNR community returns to campus
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CASNR’s faculty and staff are working hard to ensure your best possible return to campus this fall, one that offers both the full university experience of on-campus living, in-person classes and measures necessary to maintain that experience. "We all must take responsibility for proper social distancing and other measures to stop the spread of the virus both on and off campus," said CASNR Dean William Brown.

RESEARCH FOCUS
PSS’s Abidi brings chemistry, fiber knowledge to new research consortium
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A key contributor to Texas Tech’s new Zoonotic & Infectious Diseases Research Center’s research program will be Noureddine Abidi, director of CASNR’s Fiber & Biopolymer Research Institute. Abidi focuses on the physical and chemical characteristics of biopolymers and their functionalization and transformation, which leads to practical, advanced applications, including the potential antimicrobial properties of fibers.

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 

LATEST ON THE VIRUS

CASNR’s Guide to the Pandemic
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As health recom-mendations shift to reduce the spread of the virus, CASNR continues to take steps that will help protect our community. Visit the university's Texas Tech Commitment page and the TTU COVID-19 page for information on updates and prevention guidelines. Separately, Tech has a new COVID-19 Reporting Platform designed to be used by students, faculty and staff to report a positive diagnosis of COVID-19 by an off campus medical provider.

UPCOMING 

 93rd Annual Pig Roast & Gerald W. 

            Thomas Outstanding Agriculturalist 

            Awards, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020 

            (Virtual Program)

CASNR Fall Commencement

       Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020


	

	
	Texas Tech researchers are using their expertise in canine behavior to study canine vigilance and performance during lengthy search durations in operational environments. Hall, an assistant professor of companion animal science, is conducting this research project under a $446,197 contract from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Science and Technology Directorate. Hall is joined in the project by research assistant professor Paola Tiedemann in the Department of Environmental Toxicology. "This project will allow us to develop new detection-dog training technologies and tools to help boost canine performance when working on long-duration searches," Hall said. "This project will be unique in that it will allow us to conduct controlled studies and translate these findings to operational dogs." >> more
Face masks, social distancing highlight CASNR’s first day of classes
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The first days of the fall semester were unlike any other first day any of the students, or any others who have walked the campus, have ever experienced. "This will be a very different semester compared to any we have experienced, and it is up to each of us to make sure we stay safe," said CASNR Dean William Brown. "As I have walked the campus on the initial two days of classes, things look good.”

Virtual CASNR awards ceremony spotlights outstanding faculty, staff
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Nine faculty and staff members were honored for their service and support of CASNR late this month. The 2020 CASNR Award recipients included Peter Dotray, Carlos Carpio, Nathan Hall, Courtney Meyers, Amy Boren-Alpizar, Noureddine Abidi, Jessica Thomas, Tate Corliss and Khawar Arain. Other annual meetings held before the first day of classes were the CASNR Faculty Retreat and CASNR Advisory Board, both virtual.
Caitlyn Cooper-Norris joins Department of Natural Resources Management
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Caitlyn Cooper-Norris, an expert in range ecophysiology, has been named an assistant professor in the Department of Natural Resources Management, effective Aug. 1. The Jacksboro, Texas, native indicated that her research program broadly focuses on making advancements in rangeland management that will increase ranch profitability, enhance ecosystem services, and increase rangeland system diversity, stability and resilience. 

Texas Tech virtual commencement ceremony spotlights CASNR students
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Despite not hosting graduating students and their families on campus for graduation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CASNR still celebrated its summer 2020 graduates this month in a virtual commencement ceremony. The ceremony included comments by NASA Deputy Director Ginger Kerric, and recognition of Idalou’s Hagan Wright, a Natural Resources Management major, as CASNR's highest-ranking graduate.

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics adds Modhurima Amin
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Modhurima Amin, an expert in applied econometrics, statistics and data science, has been named an assistant professor with the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, effective Sept. 1. Her research program focuses on precision agriculture, food policy, and change points in high dimensional models. It combines models from structural econometrics, big data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence.

AAEC grad Eric Wanjura takes helm of Farmers Cooperative Compress
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Eric Wanjura, who received his bachelor's and master's degrees from the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, has been named President and CEO of Farmers Cooperative Compress. The organization warehouses and delivers about 35 percent of the cotton ginned in Texas, which accounts for roughly 17 percent of the U.S. crop. Established in 1948, it has more than 8,300 members and 208 warehouses.

Davis, Vierck in national American Meat Science Association awards limelight
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Gordon W. Davis, a longtime supporter and former faculty member with the Department of Animal and Food Sciences has received the American Meat Science Association's '2020 Industry and Organizational Leadership Award.' Separately, Kelley Vierck, a doctoral student with the Department of Animal and Food Sciences who graduated in May, was honored with the AMSA's Student Teaching 'Cleaver' Award. 

Standout AFS leaders bring home four national AMSA scholastic awards
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Four talented students from the Department of Animal and Food Sciences have been selected to receive the American Meat Science Association's 2020 Undergraduate Scholastic Achievement Awards. They include Megan Eckhart of New Braunfels, Texas; Conner McKinzie of Stephenville, Texas; Chandler Sarchet of Shallowater, Texas; and Colton Smith of Kingfisher, Oklahoma. 

CASNR’s Tracee Murph welcomed to national NAADA Board of Directors
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Tracee Murph, CASNR’s coordinator of alumni relations, has been appointed to a one-year term on the National Agricultural Alumni and Development Association's Board of Directors. She will serve as the Publications and Projects Committee Chair and will be responsible for recognizing outstanding publication and project development by NAADA member institutions and organizations.
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