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	IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

NRM doctoral candidate confirms recolonization of beavers in Lubbock park
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Through pictures and video taken by night-vision trail cameras, Department of Natural Resources Management doctoral candidate Garret D. Langlois has confirmed the presence of beavers that has been absent from this area of the United States for more than 5,000 years. He found them along the waters on the southwest side of Mae Simmons Park in East Lubbock. 

  
HERE + NOW

AEC’s Irlbeck wins national USDA Teaching & Student Engagement Award
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Erica Irlbeck, a professor of agricultural communications within the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications, has been named one of two recipients of the National Teaching and Student Engagement Award. The award celebrates university faculty for their use of innovative teaching methods and service to students. “I am completely humbled by this award,” Irlbeck said.

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 

LATEST ON THE VIRUS

CASNR Guide to the Pandemic
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As local, national and global health recommendations shift to reduce the spread of the virus, CASNR continues to take steps that will help protect our community. Visit the Texas Tech Commitment page and the TTU COVID-19 page for information on updates and prevention guidelines. 

UP NEXT 

 Texas Tech Fall Commencement

        Dec. 10-11, 2021 

        United Supermarkets Arena

 CASNR First Class Day - Spring
        Wednesday,  Jan. 12, 2022

 CASNR Winter Welcome

         5:30 p.m.; Thursday,  Jan. 20, 2022

         AFS Livestock Arena

 42nd Distinguished Alumni & 

        Outstanding Young Alumni Awards

        6 p.m.; Monday, Feb. 22, 2022

        McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center

 CASNR Last Class Day - Spring
        Tuesday,  May 3, 2022

 Texas Tech Spring Commencement

        May  13-14, 2022 

        United Supermarkets Arena


	

	
	More than a decade ago, national officials recognized a need for an enhanced research laboratory that could combat biological threats involving zoonotic and foreign animal diseases. The aging facility in New York state was inadequate to deal with the emerging threats. So, in 2009, the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility, a biosafety level 4 research laboratory, was approved to be built in Manhattan, Kansas. As the $1.25 billion facility nears completion, greatly skilled researchers are needed to conduct studies in the highly secure containment system to ensure both safety and competence in the work being performed. Texas Tech and CASNR are stepping up to that challenge, thanks to a sizeable grant from the USDA’s Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service. Christy Bratcher, associate dean for research in CASNR, is leading the effort for the $500,000 grant, which will be used to train students with an interest in working at the NBAF with the specific technical skillset required to develop and implement USDA scientific programs at the facility. << more 
NRM grad, professor Bryant receives TTU Distinguished Alumni Award
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Fred Bryant, a graduate and longtime faculty member from the Department of Natural Resources Management, has been honored as a 2021 Texas Tech Alumni Distinguished Alumni Award recipient. The recognition was part of the Texas Tech Alumni Association's Distinguished Alumni Dinner in November at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center. Bryant served on the CASNR faculty from 1977 to 1996.

AFS Horse Judging Team wins national championship in Oklahoma City
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During the 2021 Farnam AQHA World Championship Show, Texas Tech took home the title of American Quarter Horse Association Collegiate Horse Judging World Champions in the senior college division. The major show, at the Oklahoma City Fairgrounds, represents the premier events for the equine industry for amateur, select amateur and open exhibitors. “I couldn't be prouder,” said team coach Kelly Riccitelli.
Three standout leaders take home CASNR Outstanding Agriculturalist Awards
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CASNR honored three leaders with the Gerald W. Thomas Outstanding Agriculturalist Awards this month during the 94th annual CASNR Pig Roast at the Memorial Civic Center. The Pig Roast also celebrates scholarship donors, recipients and intercollegiate judging teams. This year's recipients are Sam Middleton for Agribusiness, Mike Simpson for Public Service, and Dan B. Smith for Agricultural Production.

PSS’s Shim tapped for Texas Tech Libraries Open Access Publication Award
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Rosalyn Shim, an assistant professor of plant breeding and genetics in Texas Tech’s Department of Plant and Soil Science, has been selected as the recipient of this year’s ‘Open Access Publication Award,’ officials with Texas Tech Libraries announced this month. Open access is the free, immediate availability of research articles online, coupled with the rights to use these articles fully in the digital environment.

G.R. White Foundation supports NRM wildlife management class at Junction
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The Department of Natural Resources Management and Llano River Field Station announced this month a generous donation from the G. R. White Foundation to provide $1,000 for each student enrolled in NRM 3407: Wildlife Management Techniques at the TTU Center at Junction next summer. “We're grateful to The G. R. White Foundation and their support to our mission,” said NRM Associate Professor Blake Grisham.

Ranch Horse Team brings home second major championship of the year
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Texas Tech University's Ranch Horse Red Team in the Department of Animal & Food Sciences garnered the World Champion Title in the Division 1 Collegiate grouping in October at the Stock Horse of Texas World Show & Derby at the Taylor County Expo Center in Abilene, Texas, program officials report. Separately, Tech's Ranch Horse Black team placed third at the national competition.

Alex Yack joins College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources staff
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Alex Yack has been named CASNR’s new Senior Director of Development. He officially stepped in his new position on Nov. 1. “We’re excited to have Alex join our amazing team,” said CASNR Interim Dean Cindy Akers in a note to the college’s faculty and staff. “He’ll be responsible for raising major gifts for the college by managing a portfolio of donors and prospects, while leading our development team.” 

CASNR part of major HSI grant in collaboration with New Mexico State
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CASNR faculty members Rudy Ritz, Courtney Gibson and Donna McCallister are teaming up with NMSU for a project designed to attract and increase enrollment of under- represented students prepared to bolster the profession of food and agricultural sciences. The $446,865 grant comes from the Hispanic-Serving Institutions Grants Program from within the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

AEC’s Headrick set to launch Civic Leadership Academy with HJF support
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With the support of the Helen Jones Foundation, Jason Headrick, an assistant professor of leadership and community development with the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications, is set to launch the Civic Leadership Academy, a new pilot project aimed at promoting civic leadership in Lubbock and the surrounding region through a multi-disciplinary service-learning approach for CASNR students.

Campbell, Nall join CASNR's Dr. Bill Bennett Student Success Center
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Tristin Campbell has been named CASNR Assistant Director for Academic and Student Programs and Madi Nall was selected as CASNR Administrator for Scholarships. Both will be based in the Dr. Bill Bennett Student Success Center.  Meanwhile, Savannah Chambers, a talented veteran returns to the SSC on a remote, part-time basis to assist CASNR's academic and student programs office.
CASNR sends six representatives to 94th National FFA Convention & Expo
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Six standout CASNR undergraduate students attended last month’s 94th National FFA Convention & Expo in Indianapolis, Indiana. “It's a great leadership and professional development experience for our students,” said CASNR College Recruiter Shelbey Havens. Making the trip were Wrye Akers (AEC), Madelon Clark (AEC), Kylie Farmer  (AEC), Kate Johnson (AFS), Ty Mitchell (AFS), and Jeremiah Neal (AEC).
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