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òmoral principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activityó 



ÁThere are 5 types of ethical theories:

1. Contractarianism - human centered

2. Utilitarianism -benefit majority butéòmaximize pleasure, 
minimize painó

3. Animal Rights (Peter Singer) - Legal and Moral 

4. Contextual Approaches - obligation dependent on situation

5. Respect for Nature - Value of species/protection



òThe right animals have to their own life, to be free and not property (not to be used as food, 
clothes, research, pets, entertainment).ó



ÁAnimal Welfare - this has 2 distinct definitions

ÁWelfare - the characteristic of an animal, not something 
that is given to it

ÁAnimal welfare -quality of an animalõs life as it is 
experienced by the individual animal



ÁArose from the ethical concerns about the way that we treat animals

ÁThe World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) defines good animal welfare as:

òhealthy, comfortable, well nourished, safe, able to express innate behavior, not suffering 
from unpleasant states such as pain, fear, and distressó



ÁIt is multi -faceted

ÁDisagreement between different stakeholders

ÁVeterinarians

ÁFarmers

ÁResearchers

ÁThe best known example to define good animal 
welfare are the 5 freedoms



1. Freedom from hunger and thirst

2. Freedom from discomfort

3. Freedom from pain, injury or disease

4. Freedom from fear or distress

5. Freedom to express normal behavior



ÁFeeding and drinking are the most 
natural behaviors an animal will 
display

ÁMajor effect on survival, 
performance, reproductive success

ÁMany times animals are feed 
restricted

ÁMolting of chickens

ÁBreeding stock


