
ARCH 4601: ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STUDIO VII

Utopian Vistas for a POST-Texan Township

Instructor: Bryan Buie, bryan.buie@ttu.edu, office 508

“A building is like a body, consisting of lines and matter: lines are from the mind, and matter comes 
from Nature.”  Alberti

STUDIO DESCRIPTION

ARCH 4601_Architecture Design VII
This studio focuses on developing design proposals that integrate issues dealing with 
multi-unit, mid-density residential developments, social and cultural programs - integrating 
ecology and civic spaces as a shared focus for community life, educational experiences, and 
land stewardship.  Foremost among these issues is the development of the infrastructure and 
private vs. public places on-site; the selection of build-forms and land-use patterns 
appropriate for the given program; and formulating a design language characterizing the 
cultural identity of the American southwest. In addition, this studio will study existing 
townships and attempt to re-envision and generate alternative forms that such a township may 
take in the future. The township will comprise private multi-unit, mid-density dwelling clusters 
and collective indoor and outdoor community complexes. Theoretical aspects to be studied 
focus on land-use patterns and build-form typologies specific to the region. Building 
technologies examined aim to identify and formulate a material tectonic responsive to the 
region’s ecology and customary construction practices. Finally, the computational principles 
will introduce methods to generate various linear, planar, and spatial patterns of mid-density 
town-frames.

Adrian Reyna, Concept Model, TTU 2019
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