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Infrastructure is now the critical subject in 
urbanism. The potential utility and technological 
imaginary of infrastructural systems are 
confronted by its contingencies in culture, the 
environment, and politics. Perhaps the traditional 
discourse of “infrastructural urbanization” 
understood infrastructure as existing in a space 
between skepticism and positivism. How do 
environmental and political challenges—and, 
more importantly—responses to those challenges, 
present themselves as a design formulation with 
infrastructure as its central figure? Cultural 
representation is the means for imagining 
alternative futures. In other words, the role of 
infrastructure and the material conditions from 
which infrastructures emerge are neither 
politically neutral nor culturally muted. This 
design research studio focuses on defining 
relational infrastructure and urban modeling 
strategies for increasing public access, providing 
equitable alternatives, and elevating ecologies for 
better urban futures.     
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207th MTA Rail Yard, Inwood, New York, NY  
 
 

 
“No longer simply what is hidden or beneath 
another urban structure, many infra-sructures are 
the urban formula, the very parameters of global 
urbanism.” 

 
- Keller Easterling, 2011 

Yale University  
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01 / 
Equity must be made fundamental to 
urban design and planning. 
 
02 / 
Infrastructure and utility easements 
should become public space: active 
and accessible. 
 
03 / 
Alternative models for housing must 
be built on innovative forms of 
infrastructure. 
 
04 / 
Zoning should mitigate questions of 
density beyond FAR. 
 
05 / 
“Green space” must become more 
than manicured parks: porous and 
productive. 
 
 
  



FUTURE FRAMEWORKS / NYC / Texas Tech University College of Architecture / Fall 2021 5 

STUDIO REFERENCES  
 
 
Andrea Branzi, Weak and Diffuse Modernity: The World of Projects at the Beginning of 

the 21st century (Milano: Skira, 2006). 
 
Antoine Picon, "Urban Infrastructure, Imagination and Politics", in International Journal 

of Urban and Regional Research, vol. 42, n°2, March 2018, pp. 263-275. 
 
M. Christine Boyer, CyberCities: Visual Perception in the Age of Electronic 

Communication (New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996).  
 
Charles Waldheim, Landscape as Urbanism (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016).  
 
Jean Gottmann, Megalopolis: The Urbanized Northeastern Seaboard of the United States 

(New York: Twentieth Century Fund, 1961). 
 
Keller Easterling, Extrastatecraft: The Power of Infrastructure Space (London: Verso, 

2014).  
 
Maria Kaika, and Erik Swyngedouw, “Cities, Natures, and the Political Imaginary”, in AD: 

Architectural Design, 82 (3), 2012, 22-27.  
 
Matthew Gandy, Concrete and Clay: Reworking Nature in New York City (Cambridge, 

Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2002), Chapter 2, "Symbolic Order and the Urban 
Pastoral," pp. 77-113.  

 
Michel Desvigne, Intermediate Natures (Basel: Birkhauser, 2009). 
 
Mostafavi, Mohsen and Gareth Dorehty, Ecological Urbanism (Cambridge and Baden: 

Harvard University Graduate School of Design, Lars Müller, 2010). 
 
Neeraj Bhatia, New Investigations in Collective Form (Barcelona: Actar, 2019). 
 
Nina-Marie Lister and Chris Reed, “Introduction,” and “Parallel Genealogies,” Projective 

Ecologies (Barcelona: Actar, 2013), 14-39. 
 
Niall Atkinson, Ann Lui, Mimi Zeiger, On Dimensions of Citizenship (Venice Biennale, 

Inventory Press, 2018). 
 
Pierre Bélanger, "Metabolic Landscape," Landscape as Infrastructure (New York: 

Routldege, 2017), pp. 334-357.  
 
Rania Ghosn and El Hadi Jazairy / DESIGN EARTH, Geostories: Another Architecture 

for the Environment (Barcelona: Actar, 2018). 
 
Stan Allen, “Infrastructural Urbanism”, in Points + Lines: Diagrams and Projects for the 

City (Princeton: Princeton Architectural Press, 1999).  
 
Stephen Graham, Simon Marvin, Splintering Urbanism: Networked Infrastructures, 

Technological Mobilities and the Urban Condition (London, New York: Routledge, 
2001), Chapter 5, "The City as a Sociotechnical Process," pp. 178-216. 

 
Susan Snyder and Alex Wall, “Emerging Landscapes of Movement and Logistics,” 

Architectural Design Profile, no. 134 (1998): 16-21. 
 


