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Social Skills Class/ Therapy Dog Research
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Texas Tech University is recruiting children 8-14 years old with Autism Spectrum Disorder to participate in a research study in a social skills teaching environment. The purpose of the study is to evaluate the effect of therapy dogs on children’s social interactions with each other while a therapy dog is present. Sessions will occur during a social skills class where your child will interact with peers, teachers, and a therapy dog across a 5-10 week class. 

Your child may qualify to participate if he/she has a diagnosis on the autism spectrum or exhibits risk factors pertaining to autism spectrum disorder.

If you are interested in your child participating, please contact Kirsten Leatherwood at kirsten.shaw@ttu.edu or (806) 834-0834.
The Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research and the Department of 
Animal and Food Sciences faculty members and graduate research students 
are conducting this reasearch collaboratively to teach appropiate and meaningful 
social skills while simultaneously assessing the impact of therapy dogs in the learning environment.
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