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Mount a Windows Share in OS X and Have it Reconnect at Login

Something Mac users often need to do is be able to access files stored on Windows shares. Here's a good way to mount
those share, and keep them mounting at login.

Mounting the Windows Share

When you are in Finder you can click Go and Connect to Server or you can type Command + K to get to the same menu.
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Connect to Server...

In Server Address you will need to put the location of you Windows share with this format smb://server/share where server
is the name or IP address of your Windows machine and share is going to be the folder or drive you want to mount.
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If your Windows share requires authentication it will ask you for that info here.
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Enter your name and password for the server
“ewelkerdt”.

Connect as: () Guest
() Registered User

Name: |cwe|ker |

Password: I| I

["1 Remember this password in my keychain

( Cancel ) E—Eurlrlael—)

Now if you have Connected Servers showing on your desktop, it will show up on your desktop an in Finder.
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Making the Share Mount at Login

To keep the share showing up when you have to log out seems pretty difficult. The internet is littered with ways to write
scripts to allow you to do this. But OS X makes it pretty simple if you are just needing to add the share to your machine.

You will need to be in System Preferences for this, which you can get to by clicking on the Apple Menu and then going to
System Preferences.
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Then you will go to Accounts.
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Once in Accounts, you will need go to the Login Items tab. Then you will just drag the share from your desktop or Finder
window into the Login Items list.

My Account | Password |-Loginitems-|
P & admin, Managed, Mobile These items will open automatically when you log in:
Other Accounts Hide | Item Kind
Administrator ™ iTunesHelper Application s
Admin ] 9 Quicksilver Application
g‘i?'irgi:? ant ] § Adium Application
1 # GrowlHelperApp Application
(] 2 Microsoft Database Daemon Application
[J O sSynergyd Application
] .1 EvemnoteHelper Application
| GrowlHelperApp (All Users) Unknown v

To hide an application when you log in, select the checkbox in the Hide
column next to the application.
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If your share requires authentication, it may be possible to add the username and password into your keychain with the
check box in the authentication window. Some shares will not work with the keychain though.

This is pretty nice if you are working a lot between OS X and Windows, and need to move files between the two.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

Chris is a Mac geek who still knows his way around Linux and Windows. He's e Published 07/12/10
always looking for a good way to translate geek to english.
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