Dissertation Defense Announcement
 Candidate: Albert J. Parvin Jr. 
Chair of Committee: Dr. Mario G. Beruvides
Committee Members: Dr. Jennifer A. Cross, Dr. Bryan A. Norman, & Dr. Victor G. Tercero-Gomez
Title of Dissertation: Macro Examination of Technological Innovation Diffusion Rates and Abandonment Assessment 
Abstract:
	Macro-level trends and patterns are commonly used in business, science, finance, and engineering to provide insights and estimates to help decision-makers make informed decisions. This research effort explored and developed macro-based perspective knowledge to provide decision-makers with general system-level intelligence towards assessing technological innovation abandonment. The research drives to create value through knowledge gained via the macro-perspective exploration of factors to improve abandonment assessment, enable abandonment optimization, enable proactive abandonment decisions, and reduce abandonment assessment complexity. Specifically, the overall endeavor strives to create and support macro-based knowledge to address the optimal point of abandonment of a technological innovation, and the economic impact of the speed at which the abandonment decision is made. This effort explores factors and relational assessment areas common to each in a series of three research paper explorations to build and develop macro-based technological innovation abandonment intelligence. This research offers several significant contributions to the macro-level understanding of technological innovation abandonment assessment, including; the boundaries and likelihood of achieving a range of technological innovation diffusion rates, the impact of three factors on abandonment optimization, namely, a technological innovation’s diffusion rate, a technological innovation’s probability of achieving a given diffusion rate, and the point of abandonment; and the development of a framework for accessing in-situ (real-time) a technological innovation’s diffusion rate percent-error. 
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