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Attention Rising Seniors!

Taking the GRE is an important 
step towards your own future 
plans. Sign up today by going 
to GRE.org. 

Remember to talk to            
Dr. Jon Crider to get your 
McNair GRE code. 

Marqui’s Research
My first research project was over 
the “The Validity of Body Volume 
Estimates from Infrared 3-dimensional 
Scanning and Dual-energy X-ray 
Absorptiometry as Compared to Air 
Displacement Plethysmography.” I 
had the opportunity to work on this 
project and several others in Dr. Grant 
Tinsley’s Energy, Balance & Body 
Composition Lab.  

Her Plans After Graduation
I’ve been accepted into the Texas Tech 
Dietetic internship and Nutritional 
Sciences Master’s program; I hope to 
finish my internship next November 
and sit for the RD exam to become a 
registered dietitian and apply for my 
PhD in Nutritional Sciences after.

McNair
Her Favorite McNair Memory
Traveling to Buffalo was fun; it was 
nice to be able to present research to 
a crowd other than my peers to help  
get me out of my comfort zone. 

Her Advice for Future Scholars
Don’t be afraid to push yourself for 
fear of failure. There is no such thing 
as failing in research. When something 
doesn’t go your way, it just means you 
have a new approach you can take.

Like Us on Facebook!

Follow Us on Twitter!

Find Us on Instagram!

TTU McNair Program 
@texastechmcnair

TTU McNair Program 
@ttumcnair

TTU McNair Program 
@ttumcnairprogram
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Colton’s Research
My research was supervised by Dr. 
Peter Keyel in the biology department. 
Our project focuses on understanding 
specific protein concentration 
required to prevent the onset of 
Lupus symptoms. The work in this lab 
will advance the treatment options 
available for patients suffering from 
autoimmunity. Working in the research 
lab allowed me to appreciate the 
challenging nature of experimental 
design and data analysis. I learned 
to organize my findings into a 
scientific story to present in front of 
an academic audience. Dr. Keyel was 
a tremendous help and was always 
available to guide me throughout 
the journey. His vision for what 
makes a great scientist will follow me 
throughout my career. Thank you, Dr. 
Keyel!

Colton Hernandez 
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“There is no such thing as 
failing in research. When 
something doesn’t go your way, 
it just means you have a new 
approach you can take.”

His Plans After Graduation
Next year I will enroll in a 
Biotechnology master’s program. My 
first choice is TTU HSC!

His Favorite McNair Memory
While the conference trip was a 
tremendous experience that bonded 
our cohort, the social events were able 
to continue that feeling back home. 
You learn a lot about your friends over 
UNO!

His Advice for Future Scholars
I am a chronic procrastinator. I found 
that waking up early to plan out my 
day helped prioritize my tasks. Also, I 
exercise or read something not related 
to my field. I found that taking time 
for myself increases my focus when it 
is time to work.

“Working in the research lab 
allowed me to appreciate the 
challenging nature of experimental 
design and data analysis.”

http://gre.org
http://gre.org
http://gre.org
http://gre.org
https://www.facebook.com/texastechmcnair
https://twitter.com/ttumcnair
https://www.instagram.com/ttumcnairprogram/
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“I want to thank EVERYONE in my 
group and who I worked with for 
not being only my mentors, but 
also a support system. Everyone in 
the program has helped shape me 
into the person I am.” Sidney A.
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Sidney’s Research
My first research project was over My 
project involved innovation economics 
in regards to educational startups. I 
want to thank EVERYONE in my group 
and who I worked with for being not 
only my mentors, but also a support 
system. Everyone in the program has 
helped shape me into the person I am 
and for that I am very thankful. 

Her Plans After Graduation
My plans for next year are to start my 
professional career, study for the GRE, 
and continuing growing as a person. 
Grad school is still very much on my 
mind and my goal is to commence in 
the next 2 years.

Her Favorite McNair Memory
My favorite memory as a McNair 
Scholar was the workshops. I learned 
so much during them with the group. 
Also, our Buffalo trip was so great! 

Her Advice for Future Scholars
Take everything one step at a time and 
be gentle with yourselves.

Graduates

Rick Trevino
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Rick’s Research
I began my research journey with a 
bioinformatics project, but ended 
up working as an intern for a 
software company instead. During 
my internship, I built an internal web 
application to host client data via a 
user-friendly web experience. This 
application was a much-needed tool 
that employees now use to easily 
gather information, when before, 

they had to contact a software 
developer or network admin who 
then manually accessed and queried 
the database. Thankfully, I was able 
to continue working at the company 
after my initial internship expired, 
and I have discovered a new love 
for software. My experience at 
this company has changed my life 
and has even made me rethink my 
previously overwhelmling desire to 
work with hardware. Thank you Tyler 
Technologies! 

His Plans After Graduation
After I graduate, I plan on moving 
to a new city, working full time as a 
software developer, and attending 
grad school part time.  

His Favorite McNair Memory
There was a particularly hard time in 
my life when I was struggling to make 
decisions for myself rather than for 
everyone else around me. Thankfully, 
McNair was able to help me through 
this by always showing support for my 
decisions and helping me understand 

that there are a limitless number of 
ways to be successful. I will always 
remember and be thankful for this 
period of time in my life. 

His Advice for Future Scholars
Follow YOUR path. Your story is 
unique and your accomplishments 
will look different than those of many 
others. Do what makes you happy and 
success will follow.

“McNair was able to help me 
through [a particularly hard time 
in my life] by always showing 
support for my decisions and 
helping me understand that there 
are a limitless number of ways 
to be successful. I will always 
remember and be thankful for 
this period of time in my life.” 

2020Class of
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Franco’s Research
My McNair project with Dr. Min Wang, 
“Robustification of the Student’s 
t-test Statistic for Comparing Two 
Means,” proposed two robustified 
versions of the Student’s t-test. 
The proposed versions of the test 

Franco Navas
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performed better with contaminated 
data, making them ideal for real-
world scenarios. While working on 
my project, I was introduced to R for 
statistical computing; learning how 
to use R was my introduction to the 
field of Computer Science. Although 
my project was supposed to help me 
get into a competitive Statistics PhD 
program, it instead, introduced me to 
a field I find much more fascinating. I 
will now be pursuing graduate work in 
Computer Science. 

His Plans After Graduation
I will be starting a Doctoral degree in 
the Department of Computer Science 
at Texas Tech University in Fall 2020.

His Favorite McNair Memory
My favorite memory of being in 
McNair was presenting at the 
University at Buffalo Undergraduate 
Research Conference. Every minute 
leading up to my time to present 

“Get to know your cohort 
before your presentations at an 
undergraduate research conference. 
You will have a stronger support 
system leading up to your 
presentation, and an overall better 
experience as a McNair Scholar.”

was extremely stressful, but the relief 
and feeling of success afterwards 
was worth it. I now look forward to 
searching for opportunities to present 
research during my PhD program.

His Advice for Future Scholars
I would strongly encourage future 
McNair Scholars to get to know your 
cohort before your presentations 
at an undergraduate research 
conference. You will have a stronger 
support system leading up to your 
presentation, and an overall better 
experience as a McNair Scholar. 

“I love adventures and 
new experiences and being 
a McNair Scholar has 
provided many.” 

Nelly Rubio-Rayas 

Nelly’s Research
My research was on the dietary 
patterns in different sized American 
alligators. We analyzed various 

stomach samples to see what was 
the most common prey item that the 
alligator would eat and compare that 
to alligators of a different size/age. I 
want to thank Dr. Lou Densmore for 
giving me this opportunity; I will never 
forget it. 

Her Plans After Graduation
I will be pursuing the one-year 
accelerated master’s in Molecular 
Pathology at the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center. The program 
is set to start on the last week of May, 
and I am eager to start!  

Her Favorite McNair Memory
My favorite memory was our 
conference trip to Niagara Falls. I 
learned a lot about other universities’ 
research projects. It was also during 
the conference that my cohort was 
able to bond, since it was the first 
time we were all able to get to know 
each other. I love adventures and 
new experiences and being a McNair 
Scholar has provided many. 

Her Advice for Future Scholars
I would suggest getting your own 
study carrel at the library. Those things 
are a lifesaver and really help you 
keep your research and course work 
organized. Plus, sometimes it’s nice to 
have a place on campus that is yours 
for doing school work, it really helps 
with focus.
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Gabriella Hale

Gabriella’s Research
Investigating the physiological 
responses in Arabidopsis FKF1. Special 
thanks to Dr. Venugopal Mendu & Dr. 
Glen Ritchie. 

Her Plans After Graduation
In Fall of 2020, I will begin working 
on my PhD in Plant & Soil Sciences 
(specialization in genetics) at TTU.  

Her Favorite McNair Memory
My favorite memory was getting to 
see my research design come to life. 
It was very satisfying to witness the 

transition from paper to a physically 
working system. 

Her Advice for Future Scholars
I would suggest getting your own 
Stay persistent and stay positive! 
Remember, encountering obstacles is 
normal. Don’t let it stop you, you will 
get through it!

“My favorite memory was getting 
to see my research design come to 
life [and] transition form paper to 
a physically working system.” 

Rebekkah Navas
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Rebekkah’s Research
My research project was about 
the application of blockchain as 
an alternative to ecolabels. This 
quantitative research compared the 
impact of three measures on purchase 
intention for green products between 
two generations. I couldn’t have done 
this project without my mentors, Dr. 
Khan and Dr. Chang. They provided 
support and direction at every step. 

Her Plans After Graduation
Next year I will be attending Texas Tech 
School of Law.

Her Favorite McNair Memory
My McNair directors were able to 
send me to San Antonio to attend 
a conference for graduate school 
preparation. I was able to hear from 
powerful speakers and learn more 
about graduate school. 

Her Advice for Future Scholars
Don’t be afraid to ask for help from 
your mentors, McNair directors, or 
McNair cohort.
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“Don’t be afraid to ask for help!”

Legacy

Director’s Corner
Congratulations to our seniors! These two years have flown by, and I couldn’t be prouder of 
each of you and all your achievements. It’s always interesting to think about the identities 
we discover and or develop while in college. In addition to your already existing identities, 
I have witnessed your transformation from undergraduate students, to McNair Scholars, 
to researchers, to graduates, and now to emerging graduate students or the title of the 
position for your chosen career path. This process is ever evolving as you continue your 
journey and gain new perspectives. As much as this can be a positive experience, juggling 
new identities and transitioning into new roles can be challenging especially when self-
doubt creeps in. It is okay! You have all proven time again that you are brave, determined, 
and able to overcome. Take this time to reflect, relax, and to rejuvenate -- you all deserve it. 
No matter what new identities you develop, always remember you are a McNair Scholar and 
part of an amazing community and legacy. Best of luck! 

— LaTricia Philips


