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Interpreting the SafeAssign Originality Report 
 

Interpret SafeAssign Originality Report 
1. A SafeAssign originality report is divided into three sections: 

1. Report information – contains user information such as student name/author, 

date/time, percent matching content to other sources, and word count. 

2. Citations – shows each of the sources that SafeAssign found a match to. 

3. Text – the text of the paper/manuscript that was submitted to SafeAssign with 

matching blocks of text highlighted in different colors. 

 

 
 

 

2. The percent score under the Report Information section, indicates the probability that text 

on the assignment matches content from other sources. 
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3. Under the Citations section of the report, you will see a list of possible matches to existing 

sources.  Citation matches are color coded and numbered.  For example, in the screenshot 

below, the text highlighted in yellow with the number one, matches text on a website and 

the hyperlink has been provided.  The text that is highlighted in green with the number 

three, matches content in another student’s paper. 
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4. If viewing multiple colors at once is distracting, you can hover over each color highlighted 

area in the Citations section and click on it to turn highlighting off or on.  Once highlighting 

is turned off the numbered system can be used as an indicator for reviewing matches. 

 

 

5. Click on the highlighted/numbered text to open a window that displays the student’s text 

alongside the suspected source, and the probability percentage of text that was copied 

from that source.  In most cases there is a hyperlink to the copied source.  In some instances 

you may find exact matches (i.e. 100% match).  Instructors and students should, therefore 

investigate each match to ensure that the text is properly referenced/cited. 
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6. Click on Select Sources and Resubmit, to deselect items such as references, quotes etc. that 

you do not want to include in the report.  Note: this option is not available for students. 
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7. Once you have deselected the items that you do not want to include in the report, click the 

Resubmit button to generate a new report that will ignore excluded sources. 

 

 
 
 

8. Close the confirmation page and return to the grade assignment page.  Click on the View 

Originality Report button, to view the revised report.  You will notice that the percent score 

is reduced because you excluded some of the sources. 
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