POLS 5365: Political Economy of Institutions

Thutsdays @ 3:30 in Holden Hall 19

Professor Kevin Grier

PS Office: Holden Hall 230
FMI Office Admin 169C
Kevin.Grier@TTU.edu
www.KevinBGrier.com
Office Hours by Appointment

We will study how institutions affect political and economic performance. We cover
varieties of governance, the Bretton Woods Institutions, culture/trust/corruption, the
modern impact of historical institutions, sanctions, rent-seeking, state capacity and
state failure.

The main emphasis is on getting students into writing their own research on one of
these topics.

The main expectations that I have for you as students are (1) DO THE READINGS
AND COME TO CLASS PREPARED. This is a graduate seminar, I am not going to
be lecturing for 3 hours a week. (2) Be respectful of your fellow students. (2) Do

NOT plagiarize the work of others in ANY of your assignments. If you have any
doubts, ASK FIRST before turning something in.

Grading:
Research Paper 70% (see time line at back of syllabus)

Participation 30% (these points are yours to lose. If I become dissatisfied with
participation, I reserve the right to create specific assignments for these points)


mailto:Kevin.Grier@TTU.edu
http://www.kevinbgrier.com/
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Institutions and Economic Performance:

Stasavage, D., 2014. Was Weber right? The role of urban autonomy in Europe's
rise. American Political Science Review, 108(2), pp.337-354.
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Decades: Post-independence Performance in Latin America and Africa.” The Journal

of Economic History.

Acemoglu, Johnson, and Robinson. 2002. ‘Reversal of Fortune: Geography and
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Aidt, T.S., Hillman, A.L. and Qijun, L.I.U., 2020. Who takes bribes and how much?
Evidence from the China Corruption Conviction Databank. World Development, 133,
p-104985.
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pp.19-42.

Fisman, R. and Miguel, E., 2007. Corruption, norms, and legal enforcement: Evidence

trom diplomatic parking tickets. Journal of Political economy, 115(6), pp.1020-1048.

Sanctions
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IMF/WB/Aid
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innovative US aid scheme. Exropean Economic Review, 56(1), pp.138-153.
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Lang, V.F., 2016. The economics of the democratic deficit: The effect of IMF programs
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The Long Arm of the Past

Dalgaard, C.J., Kaarsen, N., Olsson, O. and Selaya, P., 2018. Roman Roads to Prosperity:
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Olsson, O. and Paik, C., 2016. Long-run cultural divergence: Evidence from the neolithic
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Lupu, N. and Peisakhin, L., 2017. The legacy of political violence across
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Miscellaneous cool stuff

Van de Walle, Nicolas. 2004. “Economic Reform: Patterns and Constraints.”
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Williams, M.J., 2017. The political economy of unfinished development projects:
corruption, clientelism, or collective choice? American Political Science Review, 111(4),
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Collier, Paul, V. L. Elliott, Havard Hegre, Anke Hoeer, Marta Reynal-Querol and Nicholas
Sambanis. 2013. “Breaking the Conflict Trap: Civil War and Development Policy.”
Washington, DC: World Bank.
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National Bureau of Economic Research.

Timeline for the research project

Topics submitted by September 5 (email, as much detail as you can) Sooner is better
Topic approved by September 19th

Data search completed to confirm viability of topic by September 26th

Literature Review by October 17

Data Collected and Cleaned by October 31

Preliminary Results submitted by November 14

Rough Draft due November 28

Final Turn in, December 9

Feel free to consult with your primary advisor about a topic and how you can use this
assignment to further your publishing / dissertation goals.

How to critically read/evaluate a paper

What is the main point / argument / take away

What is the evidence offered in support?

How appropriate is the argument / evidence

Does the statistical analysis make sense

Biggest strength / Biggest weakness

Can you think of extensions or refutations?

What would you have done differently?

What new ideas have you come up with from reading the paper?

PN D=



ADA STATEMENT:

Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in
order to meet the course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as
possible to make any necessary arrangements. Students should present
appropriate verification from Student Disability Services during the instructor's
office hours. Please note: instructors are not allowed to provide classroom
accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student

Disability Services has been provided. For additional information, please
contact Student Disability Services in Weeks Hall or call 806-742-2405.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for one's own class and/or course
work, being individually accountable, and demonstrating intellectual honesty
and ethical behavior. Academic integrity is a personal choice to abide by the
standards of intellectual honesty and responsibility. Because education is a
shared effort to achieve learning through the exchange of ideas, students,
taculty, and staff have the collective responsibility to build mutual trust and
respect. Ethical behavior and independent thought are essential for the highest
level of academic achievement, which then must be measured. Academic
achievement includes scholarship, teaching, and learning, all of which are
shared endeavors. Grades are a device used to quantify the successful
accumulation of knowledge through learning. Adhering to the standards of
academic integrity ensures grades are earned honestly. Academic integrity is the
toundation upon which students, faculty, and staff build their educational and
professional careers. [Texas Tech University (“University”) Quality
Enhancement Plan, Academic Integrity Task Force, 2010].

RELIGIOUS HOLY DAY STATEMENT:

"Religious holy day" means a holy day observed by a religion whose places of
worship are exempt from property taxation under Texas Tax Code §11.20. A
student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention
known in writing to the instructor prior to the absence. A student who is
absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy day shall be allowed
to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day
within a reasonable time after the absence. A student who is excused under
section 2 may not be penalized for the absence; however, the instructor may
respond appropriately if the student fails to complete the assignment
satisfactorily.

STATEMENT OF ACCOMMODATION FOR PREGNANT
STUDENTS



To support the academic success of pregnant and parenting students and
students with pregnancy related conditions, the University offers reasonable
modifications based on the student's particular needs. Any student who is
pregnant or parenting a child up to age 18 or has conditions related to
pregnancy may contact Alex Faris, the Texas Tech University designated
Pregnancy and Parenting Liaison, to discuss support available through the
University. The Liaison can be reached by emailing alfaris@ttu.edu. Should a
student communicate with the instructor that they are pregnant or have a
pregnancy related condition or may need additional resources related to
pregnancy or parenting, the instructor will communicate that student's
information to the Title IX Coordinator, who will work with the student and
others, as needed, to ensure equal access to the University's education program
or activity.

For more information regarding supportive measures, please contact pregnancy
& parenting liaison Alex Faris (alfaris@ttu.edu | 806.834.3420) or

visit https://www.depts.ttu.edu/titleix/PregnacnyandParenting/index.php.
You can also

visit https://www.depts.ttu.edu/titleix/PregnacnyandParenting/index.php to
submit a request to Alex Faris for assistance.
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