
 
 

Cities, Local Government, and Local Governance 
 
Participants explore a number of questions concerning the economics of cities. Key questions 
include: 

▪ How important are cities relative to other forms of social organization? 

▪ Why do some cities grow, while others shrink? 

▪ How can we compare the viability of private alternatives to government provision of goods 
and services? 

▪ What is the relevance of federalism in debates about governance? 
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