
 
 

 
Political Economy Reading Program 

 

Liberty and American Economic History 
 

 
Participants explore accounts of economic institutions, practices, and policies that characterize 
various periods in American history. Key questions include: 

 How did the varied ecological niches of the American West shape Native American 
institutions and economic behavior? 

 What role did the frontier play in American economic history? 
 What motivated Progressive Era reformers? 
 What caused the Great Depression and the 2008 Financial Crisis? 

 
Reading Schedule 

 
Introduction – Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “Heroes, Villains, and Real Cowboys.” In The Not So 

Wild, Wild West: Property Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 1-8. 
 
 Gramm, Phil and Donald J. Boudreaux. (2025). “Preface and Introduction: How the Lessons We 

Learn From History Affect Our Political Values.” In The Triumph of Economic Freedom: Debunking the 
Seven Great Myths of American Capitalism. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. IX-XIII. 

 
 Swann, Brian and Arnold Krupat, Eds. (1987). “Chief Seattle’s Speech(es): American Origins and 

European Reception.” In Recovering the Word: Essays on Native American Literature. Berkeley, CA: 
University of California Press. 497-532. 

 
Session 1 – Wednesday, January 21, 2026 – Indigenous Institutions 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “The Institutions That Tamed the West.” In The Not So 

Wild, Wild West: Property Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 9-33. 
 
 –––––––– (2004). “Property Rights in Indian Country.” 34-52. 

 
Summit – Friday/Saturday, January 30-31, 2026 – Texas Tech University 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “Might Takes Rights in Indian Country.” In The Not So 

Wild, Wild West: Property Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 53-76. 
 
 –––––––– (2004). “Soft Gold: Traders, Trappers, and Hunters.” 77-103. 

 
Session 2 – Wednesday, February 4, 2026 – Westward Expansion 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “There’s Property Rights in Them Thar Hills.” In The 

Not So Wild, Wild West: Property Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 104-119. 
 

 –––––––– (2004). “Wagon Train Governments.” 120-137.  
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Session 3 – Wednesday, February 11, 2026 – Cowboy Capitalism 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “Cowboys and Contracts.” In The Not So Wild, Wild 

West: Property Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 138-158. 
 
 –––––––– (2004). “Home on the Range.” 159-176. 

 
Session 4 – Wednesday, February 18, 2026 – The Progressive Era 
 
 Leonard, Thomas C. (2016). “Redeeming American Economic Life.” In Illiberal Reformers: Race, 

Eugencis, and American Economics in the Progressive Era. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 3-16. 
 
 –––––––– (2016). “Turning Illiberal.” 17-26. 

 
 –––––––– (2016). “Becoming Experts.” 27-54. 

 
Session 5 – Wednesday, February 25, 2026 – Eugenics 
 
 Leonard, Thomas C. (2016). “Valuing Labor: What Should Labor Get?” In Illiberal Reformers: Race, 

Eugencis, and American Economics in the Progressive Era. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 77-88. 
 
 –––––––– (2016). “Darwinism in Economic Reform.” 89-108. 

 
 –––––––– (2016). “Eugenics and Race in Economic Reform.” 109-128. 

 
Session 6 – Wednesday, March 4, 2026 – Labor Policy 
 
 Leonard, Thomas C. (2016). “Excluding the Unemployable.” In Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugencis, and 

American Economics in the Progressive Era. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 129-140. 
 
 –––––––– (2016). “Excluding Immigrants and the Unproductive.” 141-168. 

 
 –––––––– (2016). “Excluding Women.” 169-168. 

 
Session 7 – Wednesday, March 25, 2026 – The Gilded Age 
 
 Gramm, Phil and Donald J. Boudreaux. (2025). “The Genesis Myth: The Industrial Revolution 

Impoverished Workers.” In The Triumph of Economic Freedom: Debunking the Seven Great Myths of 
American Capitalism. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 1-22. 

 
 –––––––– (2025). “Progressive Era Regulation: The Myth and the History.” 23-49. 
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Session 8 – Wednesday, April 1 – Crises  
 
 Gramm, Phil and Donald J. Boudreaux. (2025). “The Myth That the Great Depression Was a Failure 

of Capitalism.” In The Triumph of Economic Freedom: Debunking the Seven Great Myths of American 
Capitalism. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 51-80. 

 
 –––––––– (2025). “The Financial Crisis Myth: Deregulation Caused the Financial Crisis.” 119-140. 

 
Session 9 – Wednesday, April 15, 2026 – Inequality and Poverty 
 
 Gramm, Phil and Donald J. Boudreaux. (2025). “They Myth That Poverty Is a Failure of American 

Capitalism.” In The Triumph of Economic Freedom: Debunking the Seven Great Myths of American Capitalism. 
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 141-165. 

 
 –––––––– (2025). “The Myth that Poverty is a Failure of American Capitalism.” 167-187. 

 
Session 10 – Wednesday, April 22, 2026 – Conclusion 
 
 Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill. (2004). “New Frontiers.” In The Not So Wild, Wild West: Property 

Rights on the Frontier. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 201-212. 
 
 Gramm, Phil and Donald J. Boudreaux. (2025). “The Myth of Trade Hollowing Out American 

Manufacturing.” In The Triumph of Economic Freedom: Debunking the Seven Great Myths of American 
Capitalism. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 81-117. 

 
 –––––––– (2025). “Lessons and Conclusions.” 189-197. 

 
 Leonard, Thomas C. (2016). “Epilogue.” In Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugencis, and American Economics in 

the Progressive Era. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 187-192. 


