Spring 2023 Caprock Conneclions

Welcome to the Spring 2023 Caprock Connections Newsletter from the Department of
Geosciences. We are sending this in earty Summer so we can capture the success of
our recent graduation celebrations, appreciate those who have been recognized for
excellence this academic year, and highlight students who received scholarships or
regearch funding support to maximize their petential. Our students, faculty and staff
continue to excel in their research, education, and teaching, and supperting these core
missions is one of the most rewarding aspects of leading this great Department. Much
of my joy, therefore, stems from the phenomenal support we receive for friends and
alumni, who 20 generoushy support our efforts through the denation of time, tangible
resources, and yes, money. Thank you.

The headline numbers that could never have been achieved without your support, and |
celebrate them here with you are:

= Over £165,000 in schelarship awards to over 65 students — we give more
Department =cholarship support to more students than any other program at Tech,
and we distribute funding to students in all our programs — Geosciences,
Geophysics, Atmospheric Sciences, and Geography.

= Approximatety 530,000 in support for travel, conference attendance, field trips and
field work, and to access research-supporting infrastructure.

+ ApproiEtely 530,000 In suppart for iravel, comerence aRendance, fizkd trigs and Nizid

Storles of SucoRes Trom mEn students who benefiad from ssistance and s lmpedt ane
provide bekow - | hope ey Biring many Smilles. Mamy of e oppartunities Tt 50 many of jou
suppor prosde Esting memories, and maments of FEppiness and sucoess. THan jou.

Ity Emrie memanyT e held 3 party for Qraduating students e day Detirne SommensEment.
O Zendes ks 3 irst-generation college gradasie, was joined by extendad family for e
celebration: hum, Dad, sliolings, grandpananis, unts, uncles, oousins and iriends. This
W5 3 Fage moment for e familly, and ere was grest joy, lsugiter, and exchement. The

serge of persoral 2nd collecive achievement was paloable. 1 was Inspiring and | ook
TOIWands 10 leveraging your continued supparn of e Department 10 Gresie mEry morne
maments Just ke T=t one.

Ple=se ba on e kookout for Infanmiation 00wt Ihe Depanment sponsored Sore warksnop 2t
e WIS Fall symposium, our Akl recepiion In PRsburgh 3t e Anrusl Mesiing of e
Sanlogieal Soclkely of America, and our new Celebraling Sucoess for Texs Tech
Gensaknces ANl SNt Seheniod Tr T8 SPing 2024 wWhere we wWill SHOWSS5e our iew
teachiing space In he Acsdemilc Sckences Bullding.

Trak you 3gEin for your cONnueEd Suppor,

¥ile ol Thoe 80 iank il of ur donors Wha Pive contributad 10 3ch One of our endowments
and scholarsnilp funds. WIOU e QEnerous Suppor of our friends and akemnl we would not
2 abike 10 SUppON 50 MENY Shudents and provide IransrMathe experiences n e fiskd! If
10U wouild Thoe B0 donste 8o Bhe depariment plezse click e UAon 10 le3m mare.



Congrals 2023 Grads!

We recently celebrated many students who gradusted or who will graduste with a degres
frioen the Ceparmant of Gaosclences In May. e fad Such 3 fun Time gesing io mest
families and CHISNMEting SUCh 3N SMEZING MILEI0NS T0F S0 Many Of Ul SIUdEms! AWSYS
rememiner St you will Slways e 3 home hane 3t Taes Tech and we look forward fo
hearing about your future endesvours! Please enjoy S0me piciurss from the graduation

Staff Spotlight

Cver e past esar, SAET meIners are recognitzed for Melr @fors In helging studsnts
2o Melr educstionsl and research goals. Thils pst Soring we Rad Mo of aur wen) own
reEhe FWands fr Melr ers!

Darren Hedrick (pictured center) 3long witn nominstor kiR Saidans (ploured k) and he
Ceean of e College of Arts and Sclences Dr. Tesha Dupras (ploured right) was awarded
with e College of Ans Excallencs In Support. DIanmen Senes 25 Me depanments IT
SupDOn techriclan and keeps FEn of our comper (S0 In Working arder and ensures st
e Fighly spaclzed sofwans ks updated and ks In working order for students and toully 35
ey continue Melr reseanch endesvours. Congratulations, Carmen!

Celeste Yoshinobu (plctured wikn plague) along with Provcst Dr. Rorald Hendrick, Wiee
Provost Or. Mikz] Lauderdale, and Texas Tech President Dr. Lawnence SChinanes, was
awarded wih The Preskdent's Ecellence In Academic Advising Award. 'Whille fils ks one of
e Mot presikglous awands for academic adiising 3t Teas Tech, we all very aware et
Celeshe |s an edremely walusnle memiber of the department and we can not ik of armane
else wha ls more desening of such 3 prestiglous award! Congrawlations, Celesie! !

Alummni Spotlight

hargo Watson, 3 2020 gradusie receling 3 BS In Gecscknoss, recently receked o
Fwands from her company, Suadeest. In kiangos first year wilh e company, she was
awarded Employes of e Cuarer 2s well 25 Employes of B Year In 2022

Employee of the Quu%:r

kianga (pictured on B ol wrles: Cuacues s 3 waler and sewer ullly company based in
MorEwerst Housion. We own and operse about 40 waler trestment plants and 30 wasiowster
trestment plants eouering 7 difizrent counties: Wy prismary nole Is io make sure our plants ane
In emronmental compllance wiln TCEQ, E99, and County regulstions. | wark closaly win
our englnesring and construciion i2ams o ensune any emvinonmental lssues =t come up
are addressed conmectly. | et fo enjoy offlice and fakd wark Snougihout my Work weelk Waler
Is 3 Iz esential willfy and Sare will 3kvays be 3 need fo Fowe clean drinding waler.

Employee of
the Year
2022

MARGD WATSON

Wow! WWay B0 go. Manga! e ane very proud of our Akemnl and Sormer stadents and helr
accompllnments In e fiekd! I you Fove amyEing you would Tke o Shane wiln us, please
conmect with us on our soct3l media plationms or send us an emall! W would lowe he
oppanuniy o connect and share fose accomplishments!
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