Style Guides for Theses and Dissertations

for Degree Programs administered by the Department of Physics

     The Department of Physics has agreed to use the default selected by the Graduate School as the general style manual for MS Thesis and PhD Dissertations;   Kate L Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations,  which is based primarily on the The Chicago Manual of Style.  However, the Department wishes to specify that the style and format for references and how they are cited in the text as well as in figure or table captions should follow the format established by the American Physical Society (APS) and American Institute of Physics (AIP) for the journals they publish.  The details are available in the AIP Style Manual or the much shorter Physical Review Style and Notation Guide, both of which are available from the APS website (www.aps.org)  under ‘journals’ and then ‘authors’.  The attached table shows the standard APS/AIP formats for the reference types most often encountered.   
      References should be  (a) placed at the end of the main document but before  any Appendices, rather than at the end of each chapter,  and  (b) listed in the order in which they are first cited in the text.  Citations in the text and the item number in the reference list should follow the on-line citation format as  [xx],  where “xx” is the numerical order of first use.   With the exception of High-Energy Physics where very large collaborations are common, all authors should be listed for each reference, rather than using the  “et al.” format.  This is the most common style as seen, for instance, in  Physical Review Letters.  Large collaborations should be cited in the format commonly used for such references in the Elementary Particles and Fields section of this journal.   More specifics are provided in  Sect. II. J.  of the Physical Review Style and Notation Guide.  A list of journals and the standard abbreviations for their names are included in an Appendix to that guide.  Only these official APS/AIP abbreviations should be used in the Reference section of Theses and Dissertations. 
      Students should pay careful attention to these style manuals and the Department’s specific Reference format instructions in preparing their Theses or Dissertations in addition to any other format related instructions provided by the Graduate School.  The Graduate School has information regarding the Department’s format choices on file for use when checking and accepting or rejecting the formats of these documents.
      The attached table, taken from the Physical Review Style and Notation Guide, shows the reference formats established by APS/AIP and adopted by the Physics Department as our standard for use in MS Theses and PhD Dissertations.
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