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Edited by the chief religious scholars of the day, and employing the new technology of 

the printing press, the six-volume publication of the Complutensian Polyglot Bible took some 15 

years to complete. Upon publication, 1517-20, it became the first printed text to present the 

Sacred Scripture in parallel columns in Hebrew, Greek, and Vulgate Latin, supplemented by 

Aramaic and a new Latin translation. Its 500th anniversary provides an ideal opportunity to 

showcase this massive work, which was the culmination of centuries of medieval and 

renaissance scriptural studies. This exhibition demonstrates how the Bible, one of the most 

important books of western civilization, came into existence, and how it was analyzed, glossed, 

lavishly illustrated, abridged, and disseminated over centuries, giving rise not only to modern 

biblical scholarship but also to western scholarship in general.   

  

Many aspects of biblical scholarship, particularly of the pre-modern Western world, 

remain unknown not just to the general public but even to the academic community. A popular 

stereotype is that the "real" history of the Bible concerns the Greek and Hebrew texts, their 

recovery during the Renaissance and Reformation, and the wider dissemination of printed 

vernacular versions during the Reformation. This neglects the enormous influence of the Latin 

Bible in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, and the attention Latin scholars devoted to it. The 

pre-modern tradition of biblical studies not only helped shape biblical commentary but also 

established much of the Western academic tradition—everything from glosses (footnotes) to 

textual editing to cross-cultural textual studies involving the Greek and Jewish traditions. Even 

our popular images of devoted scholars immersed in their books derive from this intellectual 

tradition. 

  



The Pre-Modern Bible: From the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Complutensian Polyglot 

Bible exhibition gathers together the largest collection of original and facsimile pre-modern and 

early modern biblical manuscripts ever assembled on the southern High Plains. The exhibition 

illuminates the intellectual history of the Bible and appeals to all visitors through the display of 

beautifully-illustrated manuscripts. It is on display at the Museum of Texas Tech from 18 August 

2018 until 3 March 2019. 

 

 



 


