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Greetings to All,

Welcome to Vol .  1,  Issue #2, 2021-2022, of  the TTU
Medieval  & Renaissance Studies Center Newslet ter !

In th is second issue of  the MRSC newslet ter ,  we wi l l
update you on recent and upcoming events,  and on the
accompl ishments of  MRSC students and facul ty.  We have
the Fal l  2022 course l is t ings for  the MRSC Graduate
Cert i f icate students and we have a l is t  of  a l l  sessions and
papers presented by MRSC facul ty (and some former
students) at  the Internat ional  Congress on Medieval
Studies at  Kalamazoo (May 9-14).  The conference was
vir tual  th is year so we hope you at tended sessions from
the comfort  of  your home.

We wi l l  report  on the invigorat ing MRSC Program
Development Day that we shared with guests on Apr i l  8,
2022. Professor Ol iv ia Holmes, Director of  the Center for
Medieval  & Renaissance Studies at  Binghamton Universi ty,
SUNY, and Professor Marjor ie Rubr ight,  Director of  the
Arthur F.  Kinney Center for  Interdiscipl inary Renaissance
Studies at  the Universi ty of  Massachusetts Amherst ,  both
inspired us wi th their  insight and marvelous ideas on how
to grow creat ively and sustainably over the next few years.

We wi l l  a lso share our plans, st i l l  in progress,  for  the
MRSC Internat ional  Conference that wi l l  take place next
Spr ing as part  of  TTU’s Centennial  celebrat ions. 
Cont'd.  next page .  
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Before al l  that ,  I  would l ike to announce
that I ,  Janis,  wi l l  be ret i r ing in August,
and Angela has decided to step down as
wel l  f rom the directorship.  Angie and I
have served with pleasure as co-
directors s ince 2018 and have worked
hard to raise both the budget and the
prof i le of  the MRSC, to improve the
MRSC websi te,  and to connect wi th you
via social  media in order to encourage
exchanges of  scholarship among MRSC
members.  We wi l l  remain on the MRSC
Board and on the Working Group that is
organiz ing next Spr ing's conference. We
wi l l  soon del iver news about our
successor(s) ,  so stay tuned! We are
grateful  to the ent i re MRSC community
and to al l  the administrators who have
supported us in these in i t iat ives.

Thank you al l !  And many thanks to Mary
Mai l ler ,  our webmaster and newslet ter
edi tor .  Now please read on!
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Left :  Cours de phi losophie a Par is Grandes chroniques de
France, f in XIVe siecle,  Sources: Castres,  b ib l iotheque, ms. 3 f .
277r,  Unknown author.




Recent Student Accomplishments:

Congratulations to Jennifer K. Robertson,
PhD student in English,  who has received
a Fulbr ight  Scholarship for  her project
ent i t led,  "Medieval  North Sea Medicinal
Trade".  Her research involves mining
histor ical  documents (manuscr ipts)  for  data
on the economic relat ionships in the North
Sea as they pertain to t rade in medicines
and medicinal  ingredients to extrapolate
evidence of  t rends in medical  pract ice and
intel lectual  or  technological  t rade outside of
Lat in-speaking rel ig ious communit ies.
Blending histor iographical ,  paleographical ,
and l i terary study, she hopes this work wi l l
i l luminate the relat ionship between medical
Arabism (medicine inf luenced by Is lamic
scient i f ic  communit ies) and the North Sea
world ( including coastal  Northern Europe,
Scandinavia,  and Br i ta in)  wi th the ul t imate
intent ion to explain the erupt ions of  medical
Arabism in Engl ish l i terature that  grew from
occasional  to commonplace through the
Middle Ages.  Jenny wi l l  spend the 2022-23
academic year at  the Universi ty of  Bergen,
in Bergen, Norway.

Congratulations as well  to Emily Jay, PhD
student in the CVPA’s Fine Arts Doctoral
program ,  Art  major,  who has accepted the
posi t ion of  Assistant Professor of  Art  at
Ohio Northern Universi ty in Ada OH,
start ing in the fal l  of  2022, where she wi l l
be teaching Art  History and Visual  L i teracy
classes. She wi l l  a lso be complet ing her
dissertat ion,  current ly ent i t led:  “How to
become a mountain:  the entangled
relat ionship of  Santa Rosal ia and the ci ty of
Palermo.”   

Front:  L iber ethicorum des Henricus de Alemannia,  s ingle sheet.
Scena: Henr icus de Alemannia con i  suoi  student i .  Laurent ius de
Voltol ina.  Second hal f  of  the 14th century.  

Cont'd.  to Last Page
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Spring 2022 Conference Events: 

International Congress on
Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo
(VIRTUAL) 
May 9th -  14th, 2022

Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 
11:00 a.m. EDT 
Session #90
Bibl ical  Exegesis and Preaching I
Sponsor:  Society for  the Study of
the Bible in the Middle Ages
(SSBMA)
Org.:  Frans van Liere,  Calv in Univ.
Presider:  Frankl in T.  Harkins,  
Boston Col lege

“The Pract ice of  Ruminat ion in
Bede’s Easter Vigi l  Homily”
Aaron Scott  Taylor,  Univ.  of  Central
Oklahoma

“The Use of  Scr ipture in Innocent
I I I ’s  Easter Sermons” Aaron Canty,
St.  Xavier Univ.

“Academic Rhetor ic and Peter
Damian’s Bibl ical  Exegesis”
John M. Howe, Texas Tech Univ.

Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 
7:00 p.m. EDT
Session #143
Playing with Game Theory:  Playful
Genres
Sponsor:  Game Cultures Society
Organizer:  Sarah J.  Sprouse, 
Univ.  of  Alabama
Presider:  Daniel  El ias Kephart ,  Univ.
of  Rochester

“Performing Sir  Thopas: Incipi ts and
Expl ic i ts”
Kimberly K. Bel l ,  Sam Houston State
Univ. ;  Jul ie Nelson Couch, Texas
Tech Univ.

 

Ti l  on a day’ :  Brackets in Chaucer ’s
Tale of  Sir  Thopas and the Middle 
Engl ish Sir  Perceval  of  Gal les” McKenzie
Peck, Univ.  of  Missour i–Columbia"

“Viewing Pear l  through Game Theory:  An
Exposi t ion of  the Poet ’s Remedy for Grief”
Kr isten D. York,  Texas A&M Univ.

Thursday, May 12, 2022, 
9:00 a.m. -  EDT
Naples and Beyond: World-Wide Cultural
Networks ( I - I I I )
Session #219
Within Naples
Organizer:  Janis El l iot t ,  Texas Tech Univ.
Denva Gal lant ,  Univ.  of  Delaware

“Confraternal  Art  and Archi tecture in
Angevin Naples:  The Hospi ta l  of  S.  El ig io
and the Compagnia del la Croce at  S.
Agost ino” Stefano D'Ovidio,  Univ.  d i  Napol i
Feder ico I I

“Ribbed Domes in Naples and South I ta ly”
Carol ine A. Bruzel ius,  Duke Univ.

“Naples outside Naples.  Medieval  funerary
sculpture at  the abbey of  Montevergine”
Paola Vi to lo,  Univ.  d i  Napol i  Feder ico I I

“De statua. Visual iz ing Fame in Ear ly
Renaissance Naples” Nicolas Bock,
Lausanne Univ.

Thursday, May 12, 2022, 
3:00 p.m. -  EDT
Session #242
Beyond Naples I :
Org.:  Janis El l iot t ,  Texas Tech Univ.  
 Denva Gal lant ,  Univ.  of  Delaware

“Xmaltat is per totum: The "Church
Rel iquary" at  San Nicola,  Bar i ,  in Context
J i l l  Caskey, Univ.  of  Toronto

“Kings in Heaven and Workers in Hel l :  A
Civic Last Judgment Fresco in Sant 'Agata 
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de'  Got i ”  Claire Jensen, Univ.  of
Toronto “Court  ar t  beyond Naples:
the frescoes of  Santa Cater ina,
Galat ina” Maria Harvey, James
Madison Univ.

Thursday, May 12, 2022 
5:00 p.m. -  EDT
Session #262
Beyond Naples I I :
Org.:  Janis El l iot t ,  Texas Tech
Univ.  
Denva Gal lant ,  Univ.  of  Delaware 

“A Manuscr ipt  on the Move: The
Kitāb al-Hāwī between Tunis ia and
Naples” Nora S. Lambert ,

“The Dynast ic in the Monast ic:
Consider ing the Image of  Robert  of
Anjou in Morgan MS. M.626” Denva
Gal lant ,  Univ.  of  Delaware

“The Hungarian Angevin
Legendary:  A Picture-Book of
Saints Lives and i ts connect ion to
Angevin Naples” Janis El l iot t ,
Texas Tech Univ.

Spring 2023
MRSC Conference
April 20 - 22, 2023

With the generous assistance of a TTU 
Humanit ies Center Working Group Grant and 
addi t ional funding from the Off ice of the Vice 
President for Research and Innovat ion, the 
MRSC wi l l host an internat ional conference 
on 20-22 Apr i l 2023, to coincide with the 
Texas Tech Centenary (1923-2023). The 
conference theme is Centers & Per ipher ies: 
The Global Premodern , and is the 
culminat ion of our 3-year Working Group 
project ent i t led: “Arts, Histor ies, L i teratures 
of the World, 500-1500 CE.”

The conference wi l l s tar t of f in the af ternoon 
of Apr i l 20 wi th a grand opening session on 
“The Medieval Roots of the Universi ty” wi th 
special guest speakers, John Van Engen , 
Andrew V. Tackes Professor Emeri tus of 
Medieval History at the Medieval Inst i tute of 
the Universi ty of Notre Dame, and James 
Turner , Cavanaugh Professor of Humanit ies 
and Professor of History Emeri tus at the 
Universi ty of Notre Dame.A recept ion wi l l 
fo l low in the Sculpture Court of the TTU 
Museum.

Our two keynote speakers have been 
conf i rmed. Ul inka Rublack is Professor of 
Ear ly Modern European History at the 
Universi ty of Cambridge and author of The 
Astronomer and the Witch and Dürer in the 
Age of Wonder . She wi l l speak on Apr i l 21st 
to our audience on the topic of her new book, 
The Tr iumph of Fashion. Jonathan Hsy is 
Associate Professor of Engl ish at George 
Washington Universi ty, author of Ant i racist 
Medieval isms: From “Yel low Per i l ” to Black 
Lives Matter, founding co-director of Global 
Chaucers, and founding member of 
Medieval ists of Color. He wi l l speak on Apr i l 
22nd about his interests in the cul tural 
h istory of d isabi l i ty in the middle ages.

Miniature of the book’s author, Vincent of Beauvais , within a border containing the arms of Edward 
IV, to whom this manuscript belonged. Miroir historial , vol . 1 (Vincent of Beauvais , Speculum 
historiale, trans. into French by Jean de Vignay), Bruges, c . 1478-1480, Royal 14 E. i , vol . 1 , f . 3r . Late 
Fifteenth Century. . Author: Medieval scribe and i l luminator.
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SPAN 5362 Golden Age Literature:
Animal Lives
Dr. John Beusterien
Thursdays 3:00 pm to 5:50 pm
(CRN: 36181 )
Face to Face
Scholars have increasingly recognized the
importance of  the humanit ies,  part icular ly
l i terary studies,  in addressing the
environmental  cr is is.   Read More.

ENGL 5301 Old English Language 
Dr.  Brian McFadden
Tuesdays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
(CRN: 33019) 
Hybrid  
Survey of  the Grammar and
vocabulary of  Old Engl ish together
with readings. 

ENGL 5306 Milton, Utopia,  and
Dystopia 
Dr.  Ryan Hackenbracht
Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 8:50 pm.
(CRN: 35489)
Hybrid
How does utopic f ic t ion t ry to make
“a heaven of  hel l ,  [or ]  a hel l  of
heaven?” Is that  endeavor
inherent ly diabol ical—or,  at  least ,
ta inted in some way—as i t  was for
Mi l ton's Satan? Read More.

HIST 5342 Studies in Renaissance
and Reformation History
Dr. Jacob Baum
Tuesdays 3:00 pm - 5:50 pm.
(CRN: 22891)
Hybrid

MUTH 5321 History of Music
Theory 1 (Antiquity -  1600)
Dr.  Peter Martens
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
2:00 pm to 3:20 pm
(CRN: 44293)
Face to Face
Students in th is reading- intensive
seminar wi l l  delve into the r ich
world of  wr i t ings on the theory and
pract ice of  ancient,  Medieval ,  and
Renaissance music.  Read More.

Certificate Course Offerings 
Fall Semester Courses 2022
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Recent Student Accomplishments
Cont.'d:

Courtney Gragson, an MA student in
History,  wi l l  receive MRSC funding to
attend the German Scr ipt  paleography
course of fered by the Moravian Col lege
Archives in Bethlehem, PA, f rom July 18-
29, 2022. The course is v i ta l  to her current
thesis research, which requires her to read
archival  documents wr i t ten in forms of  Old
German scr ipt .

Summing up..

We invi te your assistance in keeping us up to
date wi th the abundance of  news and
product ive output represented by TTU’s
MRSC students and facul ty.  We urge you to
send us any news relevant to the MRSC
community (mrsc@ttu.edu).  Please reach out
to f r iends, col leagues, and students who
would l ike to be on the MRSC mai l ing l is t—
just go to the websi te home page
(ht tps: / /www.depts. t tu.edu/history/medieval / ) ,
scrol l  to the bottom of the r ight-hand column,
and add your name. There is also a donat ion
button there.  Al l  are invi ted to donate to
MRSC --  every contr ibut ion helps,  no matter
what amount.  

Happy summer break to al l !
Angela Mariani  & Janis El l iot t
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