
Editor and Layout:  
Mary Mailler ,  cPhD, MFA,

MS

Newsletter of the Medieval & Renaissance Studies Center

VOL. 1 |  WINTER, 2021

Greetings to All,

Welcome to Vol .  1 Issue #1 of  the Texas Tech Medieval  &
Renaissance Studies Center Newslet ter !

With th is newslet ter ,  we hope to provide a central  source
of current MRSC-related informat ion for our community of
Aff i l iated Facul ty,  Cert i f icate Students,  Board of
Directors,  and our MRSC mai l ing l is t .  This wi l l  include
upcoming events of  interest ;  cal ls for  papers;  l is ts of
current courses that can count toward the MRSC
Graduate Cert i f icate;  and news about presentat ions,
publ icat ions,  awards, research projects,  and any other
relevant happenings related to MRSC facul ty and
students.

We invi te your assistance in keeping us up to date wi th
the abundance of  news and product ive output represented
by TTU’s MRSC facul ty and students,  so we urge you to
send us any news you have (mrsc@ttu.edu) that  is
relevant to MRSC and to th is newslet ter ,  and we wi l l  t ry to
include as much as we can. We would love to include
student and facul ty prof i les too.  We encourage you to
reach out  to f r iends, col leagues, and students who would
l ike to be on the MRSC mai l ing l is t—it ’s easy to s ign up; 
 just  go to the f ront page of  the MRSC websi te
(ht tps: / /www.depts. t tu.edu/history/medieval / ) ,
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An i l lumination depicting a scriptorium in action, from a
manuscript in the Biblioteca de San Lorenzo de El Escorial ,  Madrid,
Spain, c.  14th century AD
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MRST 5301 Methods in Medieval and
Renaissance Studies 
Dr.  Julie Nelson Couch
Thursdays 2:00 pm - 4:50 pm 
(CRN: 45757; CRN 65523D) 
Hybrid  
This course introduces students to the
scholarship of  medieval  and ear ly modern
European studies.  Students wi l l  have the
opportuni ty to learn about the common
problems scholars of  the pre-modern past
encounter in their  work,  and the ethical
stances and research methodologies they
deploy to address these problems. Read
More.

ENGL 5303 Studies in Medieval Brit ish
Literature: Holy Romance!
Dr.  Julie Nelson Couch
Tuesdays 6:00 pm - 8:50 pm.
(CRN: 49653; 63652D)
Hybrid
In Middle Engl ish l i terature,  genres of ten
over lapped so that a romance would feature
saint- l ike heroes and a saint 's l i fe would
include romance type adventures.  In th is
course we wi l l  read Middle Engl ish romances
that are set  wi th in a “holy,”  contexts,
including crusade, pi lgr image, and
conversion. Read More.

scrol l  to the bottom of the r ight  hand
column, and add your name. Al l  are
also invi ted to donate to MRSC --  every
donat ion helps,  no matter what amount.  

We also want to welcome our new
Web/Media Assistant,  Mary Mai l ler ,  who
has been hard at  work bui ld ing and
maintaining the MRSC websi te and
expanding our presence on Facebook
(Medieval  and Renaissance Studies
Center,  @TTUMRSC) Twit ter
(@TTU_MRSC), and Instagram
(mrsc@ttu.edu).

Please vis i t  our websi te where you can
sign up to jo in our newslet ter  mai l ing
l ist .  Fol low us on social  media,  and
enjoy our Texas Tech community of
medieval  and ear ly-modern scholars,
educators,  and art ists!

Happy winter break to al l !

Angela Mariani

Certificate Course Offerings 

Spring Semester Courses 2022
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Norwich Cathedral cloisters,  roof boss.

Central  Norwich, England, C. 1300.
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ENGL 5304 Studies in Renaissance
Brit ish Literature: Getting to Know
Early Modern Tragedy
Dr. Matthew Hunter
Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 8:50 pm.
(CRN: 64968; 64969D)
Hybrid
This course introduces students to ear ly
modern Engl ish drama through a
sustained considerat ion of  the genre of
t ragedy. Read More.

FREN 5310 Medieval & Renaissance
French Literature ( in French)     
Dr.  Lucas Wood
Wednesday 3:00 -  5:50 pm.
(CRN: 64687)
Face to Face

HIST 5341 Studies in Medieval
History: Women and Cit ies
Dr. John Howe
Mondays 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm. 
(CRN: 59709)
Face to Face

MUHL 5332 -  Seminar in the History and
Literature of Music: Renaissance
Dr. Stacey Jocoy
Tuesday & Thursday 11;00 am - 12:20 pm.
(CRN: 65605)
Face to Face

MUTH 5321 History of Music Theory I:
Antiquity -  1600
DR. PETER MARTENS
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
3:30 PM - 4:50 PM.
(CRN: 63672)
Face to Face
Students in th is reading- intensive seminar
wi l l  delve into the r ich wor ld of  wr i t ings on
the theory and pract ice of  ancient,  Medieval ,
and Renaissance music.  
Read More.

SPAN 5362 Golden Age Literature:
Cervantes 
Dr.  John Beusterien
Wednesdays 3:00 pm - 5:50 pm.
(CRN: 64837)
Face to Face

Ambrogio Lorenzett i ,  The Effects of Good Government in the City ,  1338-1339, Sala della
Pace, Palazzo Pubblico, Siena, I taly.
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Brian Steele ,  “Giovanni Bell ini 's
Madonna of the Meadow ,
‘Meditational Poesia' ,  and the Imitatio
Christi ,” Paragone: Past and Present
2, 1 (2019-2021):  3-29.

Abstract
This essay examines Giovanni  Bel l in i ’s
Madonna of  the Meadow as a
‘meditat ional  poesia’ ,  focusing upon
formal aspects that  di f ferent iate
between embracing landscape and
f igural  group and upon Bel l in i ’s
approach to th is landscape and i ts
contrast ing staf fage that el ic i ts
contemplat ive ref lect ion.  I  examine
three treat ises that may have st imulated
the art ist  and contend that Thomas à
Kempis’s Imitat ion of  Chr ist  ( t ranslated
as Imitat ione de Cristo,  Venice,  1488)
provides thematic structures that most
closely al ign wi th those character iz ing
Bel l in i ’s  paint ing and int imate i ts role in 

Recent Publications

Presented at TEMA 2021 Conference
Julie Nelson Couch, PhD
Travel Makes Race: Medieval 
Pilgrimage as a Racial izing Mode

Abstract
The premise of  p i lgr image—going on a
physical  journey to pray at  a shr ine,  touch
the rel ics of  a saint ,  or  walk the places
Jesus walked in the Holy land—is inherent ly
problemat ic for  a rel ig ion largely rel iant  on
the internal  exper ience of  spir i tual i ty.  At  the
same t ime, ty ing spir i tual  exper ience to a
physical  space was wel l -sui ted to ef fect  and
extend the power of  the western Church. An
inter lace of  holy events at  holy places looms
large in at ter  of  earthly recogni t ion of  a
super ior  Chr ist ian,  whi te sel f .  In these texts,
pi lgr image, as a narrated event,  a desire for
m possession, and form of ident i ty,  is
ul t imately a racial iz ing construct  that
demarcates an us—traveler,  Chr ist ian—and
a them—il legi t imate resident of  the holy
land, 

London, Brit ish Library, MS Harley 3954,
from fol.  42

art iculat ing a meditat ional  approach by which
a viewer can ef fect ively appraise the
Madonna of  the Meadow.
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wrong (pagan) rel ig ion,  cur iosi ty-
provoking foreigner.  Pi lgr image
ult imately exempl i f ies the invasive
nature of  medieval  Chr ist iani ty .

Katharine D. Scherff ,  PhD
Other from What
The Problem with “Other” in Medieval
Studies



Abstract
As scholars seek to def ine and
construct  a more equi table and global
understanding of  the Middle Ages
through research, diversi f ied syl labi ,
and inclusive language we f ind
ourselves in a “global- turn.”  Medieval
scholars are encouraged to cross
geographic boarders,  to decentral ize,
decolonize,  and diversi fy.  Through
these new methodologies,  new sessions
and conference themes have emerged
which hinge on the ideas
of“WhoseMiddle Ages?” --  where race,
gender,  re l ig ion,  and or ientat ion are
qual i f ied and grouped together as
thematic al ternat ives in Medieval
research. This point  of  departure and
trajectory,  in many cases, that  has
fueled the sel f -scrut iny of  the f ie ld is
thus the other and the pract ice of
other ing.  The concept of  the other,
however,  begs the quest ion “Other f rom
what?” For,  in each posi t ion there is a
contradictory opposi t ion.  This
paradoxical  conundrum, “other f rom
what?” ident i f ies a di f ference from what
is considered normat ive.  This highl ights
the opposi t ion of  the assumed white
supremacy Medieval  Eurocentr ic studies
and emphasizes the histor ical
understanding that other is everything
other f rom the control .

This essay seeks to understand, then, what is
other and other ing.  By discussing other do
we cont inue to engender marginal i ty and
inequal i ty across Medieval  studies? Should
other and other ing fal l  away from medieval
studies terminology; and what does this mean
for the future of  medieval  studies?

Alfonso X (1221-1284):  In Commemoration
of the 800th Anniversary 
of the Birth of El Sabio 
Organizer: Connie Scarborough 
(Texas Tech, TX)

The Cooperation/Confl ict  between Medical
Treatment and Miraculous Cure in the
Cantigas de Santa Maria
Connie L. Scarborough (Texas Tech
University)
connie.scarborough@ttu.edu

Abstract 
As would be expected in a col lect ion of
Marian miracles,  Al fonso X’s Cant igas de
Santa Maria contain numerous cures of
i l lness and of  reversal  of  physical  and mental
impairment.  The Wise King, however,  does
not discourage seeking qual i f ied medical
at tent ion for  ai lment or disabi l i ty .  In fact ,
dur ing the many instances of  h is own
i l lnesses and recover ies recounted in the
col lect ion,  Al fonso seeks medical  help,
al though his eventual  return to heal th is
inevi tably at t r ibuted to the Virgin Mary.  The
most famous of  the miracles in which the
King is s ick is no. 209. In th is cant iga,  the
king is so i l l  that  h is ret inue fears for  his l i fe.
His doctors prescr ibe var ious remedies,  such
as apply ing hot c loths,  but  he is only cured
when the book of  the Cant igas i tsel f  is  p laced
on his chest.  This is,  however,  only one of  a
number of  cant igas that al lude to suf ferers
seeking medical   at tent ion before turning to 
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the Virgin for  help.  We f ind doctors
consul ted in Cant igas 77, 117, 177, and
179.  Even though the medical
t reatments in these accounts prove to
be inef fectual ,  there is no ment ion that
the i l l  or  d isabled indiv idual  is  not
just i f ied in consul t ing medical
author i t ies.  Al fonso’s poems do not
reveal  ant i -medical  b ias or a
disparagement of  doctors as was
common in other medieval  works.

Upcoming Conferences

Spring 2022 
MRSC Professional Development Day

A one-day event,  targeted at  both TTU and
regional  facul ty of  medieval  studies,  including
a publ ic presentat ion by the director of  a
major Medieval /Renaissance Studies center
who wi l l  meet as a consul tant  wi th the MRSC
Board, af f i l iated facul ty,  and students to
advise MRSC on how to expand our act iv i t ies
and our outreach. We ant ic ipate roundtable
discussions of  current topics related to the
f ie ld of  Medieval  and Renaissance studies.

Spring 2023
MRSC Conference 

A two to three-day event,  wi th two keynote
speakers.  Paper proposals wi l l  be invi ted v ia
a nat ional  Cal l  for  Papers.  The conference is
t imed to coincide with the Texas Tech
Centenary (1923-2023).

A meeting of the doctors at the University of
Paris,  fol .  27v, from the Chants royaux sur la
Conception couronnes au Puy de Rouen
(Paris,  BnF, ms. fr .  1537),  i l lustrated by
Étienne Collault ,  c.  1530.
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