
Getting a Clearance  

Can I obtain a security clearance on my own?  
No. You must be sponsored by a cleared contractor or a Government agency. To be sponsored 
you must be employed (or hired as a consultant) in a position that requires a clearance. As an 
exception, a candidate for employment may be submitted for a clearance if the employer has 
made an offer of employment and the candidate has accepted the offer. Both the offer and 
acceptance must be in writing. The offer of employment from a cleared contractor must 
indicate that employment will begin within 30 days of receiving the clearance.  

Can a Naturalized Citizen get a Personnel Clearance?  
Yes. The source of US citizenship does not make a difference for security clearance eligibility.  

Can non-US citizens obtain security clearances?  
No. Non-US citizens cannot obtain a security clearance; however, as an exception only, they 
may be granted a Limited Access Authorization (LAA). LAAs are granted in those rare 
circumstances where the non-US citizen possesses unique or unusual skill or expertise that is 
urgently needed to support a specific US Government requirement involving access to 
specified classified information (no higher than Secret), and a cleared or clearable US citizen 
is not readily available. 
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