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*OLE! Texas is an initiative of the Texas Department of State Health
Services in partnership with other state agencies, universities, and
organizations across Texas. For more information and a full partner
listing, visit dshs.texas.gov/ole. 
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about the Importance of

Landscape Learning
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Upcoming Designer Training - Summer 2023
The Texas Tech Coalition for Natural Learning is pleased to
announce the 3rd annual Virtual OLE! Texas Designer Training.

     OLE Designer Training Summer 2023 *VIRTUAL*

               Thursday, July 20, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

               Friday, July 21, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

                    *Must attend both days 

Trained OLE Designers work with childcare centers to provide
designs for outdoor learning environments that satisfy the OLE!
Texas philosophy and best practice indicators. Participants who
complete all parts of the training, including the course evaluation,
will be eligible for 12-24 hours of Continuing Education
Professional (CEU) Hours depending on the training option
selected. The training options are detailed in the scholarship
recipient application, selection and procedure flow chart.

To apply for the training please visit the Coalition for Natural
Learning Website:

Scholarship Application:

Please contact lori.guerrero@ttu.edu with questions.

https : / /www.depts . t tu .edu/hs/coal i t ion_for_natura l_ learnin
g/Resources/tra ining_registrat ion.php

https : / /www.depts . t tu .edu/hs/coal i t ion_for_natura l_ learnin
g/Resources/Designer_Network/designer_scholarship_appl i
cat ion.php

The Continuing Legacy of Dr.
Charles Klein

PAGE 06

Student Involvement with
OLE! Texas & CNL
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https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/coalition_for_natural_learning/Resources/training_registration.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/coalition_for_natural_learning/Resources/Designer_Network/designer_scholarship_application.php
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PBK and Edgeland continue to assist Early Childhood Education
Centers transform their Outdoor Learning Environments in Houston

SAND PLAY GATHERING GARDEN MUD KITCHEN
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Texas Tech Graduate Students, Angelle Hamon and Elizabeth Turner,
contribute to OLE! Texas workshops and CNL research 

El izabeth Turner  is  a  graduate s tudent  in the Department  of  Design pursuing her
Masters  of  Science in Environmental  Design.  Turner  is  a  member of  the Texas Tech
Coal i t ion for  Natura l  Learning (CNL)  and has worked with Dr .  Gaines and the design
team to help conduct  design workshops for  chi ldcare centers  and ass is t  in  research
related to OLE!  Texas .  In  this  process ,  the CNL travels  to the chi ldcare center  and
meets wi th a l l  of  the stakeholders  inc luding educators ,  administrators ,  community
members and more to create a  schemat ic  design ,  or  rough draf t ,  o f  the outdoor
learning environment .  "Having access to invigorat ing outdoor environments a l lows
for  greater  socia l izat ion ski l ls  and brain development for  chi ldren , ”  Turner  sa id .
“With a  proper outdoor learning environment ,  the stress of  f inding creat ive ways to
play and enterta in is  taken of f  the shoulders  of  the caregiver . ”  E l izabeth a lso
oversees the CNL 's  websi te  and external  re lat ions .  

What  has  been  your  b iggest  takeway  work ing  wi th  OLE !  Texas :
One of  the biggest  takeaways f rom working on the OLE!  Texas in i t ia t ive has been
the power of  col laborat ion.  Approaching Outdoor Learning Environments wi th an
integrat ive approach is  unique and ef fect ive .  I 've been able to take the col laborat ion
ski l ls  I 've learned through working with OLE!  Texas and apply them to a  var iety of
other  design pro jects .

Plans  a f ter  graduat ion :
El izabeth wi l l  be jo ining Perkins&Wil l ' s  Dal las  s tudio as  a  Designer I  in  Heal thcare .  

Angel le  Hamon is  in her  f ina l  year  of  the Environmental  Design Master 's  program
at Texas Tech Univers i ty .  She works as a  research ass is tant  under Dr .  Lor i
Guerrero ,  researching how regional  d i f ferences such as weather  or  terra in a l ter
outdoor spaces and outdoor p lay across mult ip le  chi ldcare inst i tut ions .  Her  ro le
includes complet ing l i terature reviews ,  t ravel ing to chi ldcare centers  across the
country to col lect  data ,  and creat ing detai led s i te  maps showing play set t ings and
features whi le  examining their  regional  d i f ferences .

What  has  been  your  b iggest  takeway  work ing  wi th  OLE !  Texas :
Angel le  descr ibes her  biggest  takeaway from the Coal i t ion for  Natura l  Learning as
"seeing how heal ing and restorat ive outdoor spaces are for  chi ldren and how they
transform their  abi l i ty  to think creat ively  and gain independence at  a  young age.
I 've wi tnessed f i rs thand how qual i ty  natura l  environments open up the doors to
discovery and posi t ive chal lenges and I 'm so g lad I 've been able to exper ience that
through the Coal i t ion. "

Plans  a f ter  graduat ion :
Angel le  wi l l  be jo ining Corgan 's  Dal las  Studio as a  Pro ject  Specia l is t .

For more informat ion vis i t :  ht tps : / /www.depts . t tu .edu/hs/dod/ or  ht tps : / /www.depts . t tu .edu/hs/coal i t ion_for_natura l_ learning/

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/dod/
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The Landscape for  Learning (LARC 6416 ,  taught  by Dr .  Muntazar  Monsur )  s tudents  in the
Department  of  Landscape Archi tecture ,  Texas Tech Univers i ty  were involved in a  community
design pro ject  as  part  of  their  coursework for  Spr ing 2023 where they developed a masterplan
and detai led designs of  severa l  zones for  an outdoor courtyard space of  TTU 's  Center  for  Ear ly
Head Star t  (EHS) .  

The focus of  the pro ject  was to create a  set  of  guidel ines for  designing an outdoor p lay and
learning environment for  below 3 chi ldren ( infants  and toddlers ) .  Ear ly  chi ldhood ,  especia l ly
the f i rs t  three years  of  l i fe  p lays a  cr i t ica l  ro le in l i fe long learning ,  heal th ,  and wel l -being.
This  is  the age range of  rapid brain development (more than 1  mi l l ion neural  connect ions per
second! ) .  A lso ,  as  chi ldren at  th is  age spontaneously learn f rom their  surrounding
environments ,  learning more about  ear ly  chi ldhood environments and behaviors  is  an
opportuni ty  for  designers to re imagine what  k ind of  environment would best  fac i l i ta te
chi ldren ’s  cur iosi ty ,  explorat ion ,  sensory s t imulat ions ,  heal thy and act ive behaviors ,  STEAM
(science ,  technology ,  engineer ing ,  ar ts ,  math)  learning ,  socia l /emotional  learning ,  and other
developmental  needs .  Students  worked c losely wi th the EHS community and designed an
outdoor p lay and learning environment that  nurtures below 3 chi ldren ’s  unique developmental
act iv i t ies  and behaviors  and at  the same t ime create a  s t imulat ing environment for
teachers/caregivers  wi th ample opportuni t ies  for  them to re lax and engage in nature-based
teaching ,  learning ,  and play act iv i t ies  wi th chi ldren.

A community presentat ion was organized on March 6 ,  2023 ,  a t  the EHS mult ipurpose room. 40-
50 teachers ,  caregivers ,  and EHS staf f  a t tended the community presentat ion.  The event  was
highly engaging ,  interact ive ,  and conversat ional .  Teachers and caregivers  were exci ted to
learn about  the design and gave meaningful  feedback f rom their  own exper iences of  managing
and car ing for  below  3  chi ldren.  The Landscape for  Learning c lass  is  now working on a
wri t ten ar t ic le  compi l ing the research and feedback they gathered dur ing the process .

The Texas Tech Landscape Archi tecture deparment of fers  both an undergraduate and graduate
level  degree in Landscape Archi tecture that  are LAAB Cert i f ied .  For  more informat ion vis i t :
ht tps : / /www.depts . t tu .edu/ larc/

Texas Tech's Landscape Architecture Deparment is teaching the
next generation about the importance of Landscape for Learning
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Designer Profile: Jared Horsford

How long  have  you  been  invo lved  wi th  the  Coa l i t ion  for  Natura l
Learn ing  and  OLE !
I  in i t ia l ly  part ic ipated in the OLE!  Texas designer  t ra ining
workshop in the summer or  2021 ,  and proceeded to ass is t
wi th f ive di f ferent  pro jects  wi th CNL in the year  that
fo l lowed.

What  mot ivated  you  to  become invo lved? 
As a former s tudent ,  and then col league ,  of  the la te Dr .
Char l ie  Kle in ,  I  was aware of ,  but  not  terr ib ly  fami l iar  wi th
the work of  the OLE!  Texas program.  When Dr .  Muntazar
Monsur jo ined our facul ty ,  my interest  in  the topic  was
piqued.  As a  chi ld ,  I  was for tunate to p lay in nature
regular ly ,  and I  wanted to engage with design pract ice that
ensured more k ids have that  opportuni ty .  I  have loved
learning about  the research around outdoor p lay and
learning for  ear ly  chi ldhood and am exci ted to cont inue
seeing the miss ion of  CNL and OLE!  Texas extend their
reach and impacts  for  more chi ldren.

Severa l  OLE !  Pro ject  that  Jared  has  contr ibuted  to :
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Dr. Charles Klein's
Legacy Continues OnThe Department  of  Landscape Archi tecture

(DoLA)  ce lebrates the works and memories of
their  long-term facul ty  member Dr .  Char les
Klein .  In  his  20-years  journey at  Texas Tech
Univers i ty ,  Dr .  K le in establ ished a legacy of
integrated teaching ,  research ,  and services
for  advancing the disc ip l ine of  landscape
archi tecture (LA) .  To many of  his  col leagues
in the department ,  he was a  mentor  and a
fr iend – a wonderful ly  k ind person.  He had
planned to ret i re  in January 2021  to enjoy
l i fe ,  t ravel ,  v is i t  h is  grandkids ,  and keep
working hands-on to make playful  outdoor
learning environments for  chi ldren.
Unfortunate ly ,  Dr .  K le in died of  COVID late
af ternoon on the day of  Chris tmas in 2020.

Not  only a  passionate educator  in LA ,  Dr .  K le in a lso had s igni f icant  contr ibut ions in advancing
landscape research to improve human heal th and wel lbeing through design.  His  notable
contr ibut ions in federa l  grant  wri t ing in LA inc luded two USDA grants  and three Texas DSHS
grants  on chi ldren 's  heal thy outdoor learning environments .  Star t ing in 2017 ,  Dr .  K le in co-
developed the OLE!  Texas in i t ia t ive and worked t i re less ly  for  improving ear ly  chi ldhood
environments through his  research ,  teaching ,  and services to promote heal thier ,  more act ive
Outdoor Learning Environments (OLEs) .  As P I  on a USDA Grant ,  he led the Greenscape Design
Studio that  employed students  as  interns to design water  conserving landscapes for  Lubbock
area res idences .

LEGACY FUND OPPORTUNIT IES :
In  partnership wi th fami ly ,  the Department  of  Landscape Archi tecture honors the l i fe  of  Dr .
Char les Kle in wi th the creat ion of  donat ion opportuni t ies .  We welcome your support  to
cont inue the legacy of  Dr .  K le in into the future .

Dr .  Char les Kle in Legacy Fund
The Legacy Fund wi l l  provide resources in support  of  the research interests  and passions of  Dr .
K le in .  Pro jects  that  support  Outdoor Learning Environments and playscapes wi l l  benef i t  f rom
contr ibut ions .

Dr .  Char les Kle in Legacy Scholarship  
The Legacy Scholarship fund wi l l  provide monetary resources direct ly  to s tudents  wi thin
landscape archi tecture .

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1422/20/form.aspx?sid=1422&gid=1003&pgid=3207&cid=8425&bledit=1&dids=4322
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1422/20/form.aspx?sid=1422&gid=1003&pgid=3207&cid=8425&bledit=1&dids=4323

