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Guidance for 2022-2023 students using the Global Scholar Certificate 
to apply for credit for the TTU Multicultural Requirement 

 
Students taking TTU-approved Study Abroad courses (both external and faculty-led) can opt to 
complete the Global Scholars Certificate (GSC) course as stated in the 2022-2023 TTU catalog 
in order to apply for credit for the university core curriculum Multicultural Requirement. 
(https://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/curriculum/core-curriculum/requirements.php )  
 
For this requirement, students will be evaluated mainly on their answers in specific parts of the 
GSC. Their answers should demonstrate the student’s efforts to achieve the TTU Multicultural 
Student Learning Outcomes, as follows: 
 
Students graduating from Texas Tech University should be able to demonstrate awareness and 
knowledge of distinctive cultures or subcultures, including but not limited to ethnicity, race, 
gender, class, political systems, religions, sexual orientation, languages, or human geography. 
 

• Students will demonstrate intercultural awareness, knowledge and skills in written, 
verbal, and behavioral activities (e.g., service-learning, co-curricular and similar 
experiences). 

• Students will exhibit the ability to engage constructively with individuals and groups, 
across diverse social contexts. 

• Students will appraise privilege relationships at different levels (interpersonal, local, 
regional, national, and international) and explain how these relationships affect the 
socioeconomic and cultural status of individuals and groups. 

 
The GSC is divided into three “courses” for pre-travel, during travel, and post-travel reflections. 
Students need to address elements of the curriculum for all three courses. What follows are the 
relevant sections of the GSC and the TTU-specific guidance for students seeking credit for the 
Multicultural Requirement. These requirements are in addition to the normal requirements for 
Study Abroad orientation and preparation and the rest of the GSC curriculum. 
 
GSC Course 1: Before You Leave 
 
3a – Learn about the Culture 
For Multicultural Core Credit: In addition to the activities listed in the GSC, you should read a 
novel by an author from the host country or scholarly book about the modern circumstances, 
history, economy, culture of the host country. You should seek out a TTU librarian or instructor 
for advice on what book to choose. (You will draw on and refer to this in your essay for 4F 
below.) 
 
4a – Learn from Others 
For Multicultural Core Credit: Talk to a TTU professor with expertise about the host country. 
This can be the instructor of the course you are taking, but it does not have to be. You may, if 
you choose, discuss the book/s you read for part 3A above, but your discussion should allow 
your interviewee to speak to their area of expertise as well as address issues of intercultural 
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awareness more generally. Submit notes from that conversation along with your essay for 4F 
below. 
 
4f – Culture Report 
For Multicultural Core Credit: Submit a 500-word essay that relates what you learned about your 
host country and its people and culture from your reading in 3A (NOT a plot synopsis) and 
conversation in part 4A that you did not know before and how you think this can help you in 
your interactions with individuals or groups once there. 
 
Evaluation Rubric (GSC Course 1: Before You Leave): 
For Multicultural Credit students will be assessed on a Credit/No-Credit basis, based on positive 
assessments of the following questions:  

• 3a: Did the Student identify and read suitable background reading of sufficient artistic or 
scholarly merit?  

• 4a: Did the student conduct an in-depth interview with a qualified TTU professor or 
expert on the country and submit notes to document the interview?  

• 4f: Did the student submit a thoughtful and well-written summary of their background 
reading and research demonstrating substantial learning about the host country and its 
culture? 

 
GSC Course 2: While You’re Abroad 
 
4b – Research your Host Country 
For Multicultural Core Credit: Submit a 500-word essay on how your overall preparation for 
your study abroad experience. Refer to readings, class activities, orientations, or language 
training prior to arriving that helped you better interpret and participate in your in-country 
experiences and personal relationships. In particular, address how this preparation has improved 
your ability to engage constructively with both individuals and groups from your host country. 
Strong answers will provide examples from across a range of different social contexts. 
 
Evaluation Rubric (GSC Course 2: While You’re Abroad): 
For Multicultural Credit students will be assessed on a Credit/No-Credit basis, based on positive 
assessments of the following questions:  

• 4b: Did the student submit a thoughtful and well-written essay on their experiences and 
personal relationships abroad and relate those experiences to their background reading 
and research? 

 
GSC Course 3: Once You Return 
 
3b – Reflect on How You’ve Changed 
For Multicultural Core Credit: Submit a 250-word essay addressing how your outlook on the 
world changed as a result of your study abroad experience, the people you met, and the work you 
did to learn about the culture. A strong essay will work toward interpreting economic and 
political power differences between countries and between you and people you met abroad, 
drawing from your experiences and conversations while there. 
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5a – Intercultural Subjectivity 
For Multicultural Core Credit: Use the Bennett model of intercultural sensitivity and/or your own 
experiences during your study abroad experience to write a 250-word essay on how you think 
cultural differences relate to economic interactions, power differences, and privilege 
relationships. Strong answers will include examples, ideally from personal experiences while 
there but also second-hand experiences drawn from conversations with others from your host 
country that address issues of cultural value, power, and privilege across local, regional, national, 
and/or international relationships. 
 
Evaluation Rubric (GSC Course 3: Once You Return): 
For Multicultural Credit students will be assessed on a Credit/No-Credit basis, based on positive 
assessments of the following questions:  

• 3b: Did the student submit a thoughtful and well-written statement about how the 
experience and background reading and research changed their outlook on the world?  

• 5a: Did the student submit a thoughtful and well-written statement about how the 
experience gave them new insight into economic interactions, power differences, and 
privilege relationships? 


