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2014–2015 YEAR-IN-REVIEW 
Inspiring lectures, thought-provoking panel discussions, 

and exposure to live court proceedings. 

West Texas Legal Legend: Broadus Spivey 

On September 26, 2014, Texas Tech Law inducted former 
State Bar of Texas President Broadus Spivey as its eighth 
West Texas Legal Legend. Spivey has been likened to Atticus 
Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird for his service across the state, 
from his solo practice in Lubbock to a partnership with former 
American Association for Justice President Bob Gibbins in 
Austin. Pictured [left to right]: Dean Darby Dickerson, Ruth 
Ann Spivey, Broadus Spivey, TTU System Chancellor Robert 
Duncan (’81), and Dean Emeritus W. Frank Newton. 

A Visit from the Texas 
Supreme Court 

On October 9, 2014, the 
Texas Supreme Court heard 
two cases at Texas Tech Law. 
The court also heard cases 
at the law school in 1999 and 
2008. Pictured: Dean Darby 
Dickerson with justices of 
the Texas Supreme Court. 

Mark Lanier (’84) Book Signing 

Lanier signed copies of his book, Christianity on Trial, after 
a presentation at Texas Tech Law on November 13, 2014. 
Pictured: Lanier greets State Bar of Texas 2014–2015 Board of 
Directors Chairman Roger Key (‘76). 

December 13, 2014 Hooding Ceremony 

Keynote speaker Kem Thompson Frost (’83), chief justice of 
the 14th Court of Appeals in Houston, discussed the roles of 
gratitude, service, and passion in the legal profession. 
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Seventh Court of Appeals 

The Seventh Court of Appeals, which usually presides in 
Amarillo, heard four cases in the Hunt Courtroom on February 
2, 2015. Pictured: Lauren Murphree (’13) makes her case before 
the court. 

Exonerated Death-Row Inmate Anthony Graves Visits 
Texas Tech Law 

Anthony Graves, who was wrongfully convicted of murder in 
1992 and spent 12 years on death row and 18 total years in prison 
before being exonerated, shared his story on April 28, 2015. 

9th Annual Criminal Law Symposium: The 4th Amendment in the 21st Century 

Pictured: Texas Tech Law Review editors Matt McKee (’15) and Samantha Hock (’15) with Professors Brian Shannon and Arnold 
Loewy, keynote speaker and George Washington University Law School Professor Orin Kerr, Vanderbilt Law Professor Chris 
Slobogin, and TTU System Chancellor Robert Duncan (’81) on April 17, 2015. 

May 16, 2015 
Hooding Ceremony 

U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Irma C. Ramirez of the 
U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas 
asked the graduates to lead 
by example in changing 
the profession’s reputation. 
The Class of 2015 included 
184 J.D. and eight LL.M. 
students. 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 
Regional Externship Program 

Many law schools strive 
to educate practice-ready 
graduates. Thanks to 
the Regional Externship 
Program—the only full-
time externship program in 
Texas—Texas Tech Law is 
proving that its students are 
prepared to practice. 

The program, which 
expanded to Houston in Fall 
2014, has partnered with 
more than 40 organizations 
in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Houston, and San Antonio. 
Its expansion to Lubbock 
in Spring 2016 will push 
that number north of 50. 
Lubbock placements include 
the Texas Tech University 
System’s General Counsel 
Ofce and United States 
Bankruptcy Court Judge 
Robert L. Jones (’82).  

Several placements have 
hosted more than one Texas 
Tech Law extern during 
the program’s four-year 

run. “Within Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas, Texas 
Tech externs have become 
somewhat of a brand—a 
brand demonstrating 
exceptional work product 
and commitment to 
learning,” said Ericka 
Hightower, supervising 
attorney in the organization’s 
Housing, Consumer 
Protection, and Economic 
Beneft Division. Lillian 
Kirstein, vice president and 
deputy general counsel 
at 7-Eleven, is similarly 
impressed with Texas Tech 
Law externs and the extent of 
work they handle. “In a tough 
job market, learning what the 
client wants is critical,” she 
said in an interview with D 
CEO magazine this summer. 

This past academic 
year, thirty 2L and 3L 
students were paired with 
organizations across the 
state. For Drew Thomas 
(’15), observing the judiciary 

in action as an extern with 
the Dallas Court of Appeals 
was a formative experience. 
“What better way to learn 
how the judiciary operates 
than by writing opinions, 
hearing oral arguments, 
and watching all the cogs ft 
into place?” said Thomas, 
now an associate attorney 
with Hartline Dacus Barger 
Dreyer LLP in Dallas. “This 
was not just an externship; it 
was an apprenticeship, and 
I learned how to become a 
lawyer.”  

Samantha Kelly’s (’16) 
externship with the policy 
ofce of Texas House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Joe Straus was an eye-
opening glimpse of a 
career path she had not 
previously considered. “My 
time in Austin taught me 
that fnding a job as an 
attorney is not an either-
or classifcation between 
litigation and transactional 

law,” said Kelly. She now 
plans to pursue a career in 
the public sector. 

Students who participate 
in the Regional Externship 
Program are also exposed 
to valuable networking 
opportunities that can lead 
to job ofers. Lara Wynn (’14) 
was placed with the Federal 
Public Defender’s Ofce 
for the Northern District of 
Texas during the Spring 2014 
session and stayed in contact 
with the attorneys she 
worked alongside. “Public 
Defender Jason Hawkins 
emailed me personally with 
a job posting right before bar 
results came out,” said Wynn. 
“More than 150 people 
applied for three positions, 
and I was ofered one of 
them. I am 100 percent sure 
that if I did not have a four-
month opportunity to show 
the ofce what I was capable 
of, I would not have landed 
this job.” 

Pictured [left to right]: Christopher Sisk (’15), Alexandra Presnal (’15), Sarah Waller (’15), Kathryn Williamson (’15), and 
Scott McFadin (’15) during the DFW externship orientation in Fall 2014. 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 

Texas Tech Law’s advocacy 
program celebrated several 
milestones during 2014–2015. 
In addition to securing our 
34th national advocacy title, 
we became only the second 
law school in history to 
make a third-consecutive 
appearance in the fnal 
round at the prestigious ABA 
National Appellate Advocacy 
Competition in Chicago. 
Kristen Vander-Plas (’16) 
brought home the National 
Best Advocate Award from 
that competition. 

Katherine Handy Calhoun 
(’15) became the frst three-
time national moot court 
champion in Texas Tech Law 
history when her team won 
the National Energy and 
Sustainability Moot Court 
Competition in Morgantown, 
West Virginia. 

“When I frst came to 
Tech Law, I had no idea 
what I wanted to do other 
than to become a good, 
hard-working attorney,” 
said Calhoun. “Through 
Professor Rob Sherwin’s 
guidance and the incredible 
advocacy opportunities I was 
provided, I know I am on my 
way to accomplishing my 
goal.” Calhoun added that 
competing at the National 
Energy and Sustainability 
Moot Court Competition 
was the most memorable 
experience of her law school 
career. “It was exciting 
because it was my third 
national title, but that’s not 
why the win meant so much. 
My teammates, Clay Watkins 
and Stephanie Ibarra, 
worked tirelessly to help 
make the team a success. 
Getting to see these 2Ls win 

their frst national title was 
exceptionally rewarding.” 

The law school won its 32nd 
national title during Fall 
2014 at the National Pretrial 
Advocacy Competition, 
which Dean Darby 
Dickerson created during 
her tenure as dean of Stetson 
University College of Law. 
The competition tests a 
range of abilities through 
brief writing, moot-court-
style oral argument, and 
mock-trial-style witness 
examination. Texas Tech 
Law has advanced to 
the semifnals of this 
competition four times and 
fnished second in 2013, so to 
win in 2014 was an exciting 
progression. 

“I truly believe this is 
one of the hardest—if not 
the hardest—advocacy 
competitions to win, 
because it involves many 

diferent skills and has so 
many moving parts,” said 
Professor Rob Sherwin 
(’01), director of Advocacy 
Programs. “Students can’t be 
good at just one thing. They 
have to be well rounded in 
essentially every advocacy 
skill, and our consistent 
success at this competition 
over the years proves how 
well-rounded our students 
are.” 

In addition to winning the 
top prize, the Texas Tech 
Law team returned from the 
National Pretrial Advocacy 
Competition with additional 
titles in hand. Calhoun 
won Best Advocate of the 
fnal round, Laney Crocker 
(’15) received the Best 
Memorandum of Law Award 
for the Plaintif, and John 
Roddy Pace (’15) secured the 
Best Advocate award in the 
semifnal and preliminary 
rounds. 

Advocacy Program 

The advocacy program 
added another national 
title to its roster this 
summer. Vander-Plas, a 
decorated advocate now 
in her third year, won 
the Joseph M. Perry, Jr. 
Award for Parliamentary 
Advocacy at the Delta 
Theta Phi International 
Law Fraternity’s biennial 
competition in Washington, 
D.C. She defeated more 
than 60 global challengers 
in a competition that tests 
oral-advocacy skills in 
parliamentary proceedings. 

In all, the Texas Tech 
Law advocacy program 
added three national 
championships, four 
national fnals, four national 
semifnals, six national 
quarterfnals, four best-
brief awards, and six best-
advocate awards to our tally. 

With a top-10 ranking 
on the University of 
Houston Blakely Advocacy 
Institute’s list of the best 
Moot Court programs for 
fve consecutive years, the 
advocacy program continues 
to be a defning experience 
for students and a point of 
pride for the Texas Tech Law 
community.  

Pictured [left to right]: National champions Clay Watkins, Katherine Handy 
Calhoun, and Stephanie Ibarra. 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 
Pro Bono Projects 

Texas Tech Law’s Pro 
Bono Program provided 
underserved people 
throughout Texas with more 
than 3,700 hours of pro bono 
legal aid during 2014–2015. 
In the process, law students 
applied lessons learned 
in the classroom to the 
practice of estate planning, 
immigration, and general 
litigation. 

Under the guidance of 
volunteer attorneys, bar 
groups, and the Texas Tech 
Law School community, 
students worked with many 
legal-services organizations, 
including the Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas in Abilene, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Lubbock, 
and San Angelo; Disability 
Rights Texas in Lubbock; the 
Innocence Project of Texas 
in Lubbock; and the Human 
Rights Initiative in Dallas. 

In the fall, 73 students 
participated in a two-part 
wills clinic coordinated by 
the law school and Legal 
Aid of NorthWest Texas. 
Students drafted wills and 
assisted with the execution 
of advanced directives 
and powers of attorney for 
Lubbock-area clients. A few 
weeks later, 37 students 
traveled to Amarillo to help 
with two immigration clinics 
coordinated by the Equal 
Justice Center. Equal Justice 
Center attorneys credited 
the students, who prepared 
and reviewed 45 Deferred 
Action for Childhood 
Arrivals applications, as 
the “backbone of the entire 
operation.” Seven Texas Tech 
Law delegates joined student 
leaders from all ten Texas 
law schools at the Access to 

Justice Summit in Austin, a 
forum to discuss civil-justice 
issues faced by Texas’s 5.8 
million poor. 

The momentum continued 
in the spring with the 2015 
Pro Bono Spring Break, a 
program coordinated by 
the Texas Access to Justice 
Commission and sponsored 
by the State Bar of Texas. 
Texas Tech Law provided 
the largest number of law 
school applicants, and 17 
students were placed with 
a variety of legal-services 
organizations throughout the 
state. In April, 13 students 
participated in the Wills 
for Heroes Clinic hosted at 
Texas Tech Law. The clinic, 
coordinated by the Lubbock 
Area Bar Association, 
assisted veterans and frst 
responders in Lubbock and 
contiguous counties. 

In perhaps the most 
formidable challenge of 
the year, Professor Dustin 
Benham, with Miranda 
Grummons (’16) and 
John Reyna (’15), went 
toe-to-toe with Wal-Mart 
on behalf of an indigent 
client. The client alleged 
the corporation rendered 
his vehicle inoperable 
after a routine oil change. 
Though Wal-Mart and its 
claims company initially 
denied responsibility, the 
trio negotiated a favorable 
settlement for the client. 
“This case was a win-win,” 
said Benham. “A client who 
was in a tough situation 
got the compensation he 
deserved, and two students 
were able to experience 
litigation frsthand while 
helping someone in their 
community.” 

Texas Tech Law will add to 
its pro bono contributions 
with a new public-service 
graduation requirement 
announced by Dean Darby 
Dickerson and Texas 
Supreme Court Justice Eva 
Guzman in August. Efective 
with the Class of 2018, all 
J.D. students must complete 
at least 30 hours of public 
service to graduate, with 
at least half of those hours 
in law-related service. In 
addition, faculty are required 
to perform a minimum of ten 
public-service hours each 
year. 

Visit www.law.ttu.edu/acp/ 
programs/probono to view 
a full list of participating 
organizations and to learn 
how you can become 
involved. 

Pictured [left to right]: John Reyna, Professor Dustin Benham, and Miranda Grummons. 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 
Academy for Leadership in the Legal Profession 

Pictured: Chief Judge Carl E. Stewart of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 
with Dean Darby Dickerson. 

Hard work. Determination. 
Self-awareness. Relationship 
management. 

Students say they developed 
these soft skills from 
participating in the Academy 
for Leadership in the Legal 
Profession (ALLP), a three-
phase program of lectures, 
workshops, and self-directed 
leadership projects. 

With presentations ranging 
from ethics to typography, 
the program hosted ten 
leadership lectures during 
2014–2015. Texas Tech 
University President M. 
Duane Nellis, Ph.D., shared 
strategies he uses as a 
university administrator. 
Texas State Representative 
Dustin Burrows (’04), a 
partner at McCleskey 
Harriger Brazill & Graf LLP, 
explained how law frms 
evaluate their associates and 
clerks. Klif Kingsbury, Texas 
Tech University head football 
coach, discussed how he 
motivates individual athletes 
to become team players. 
Chief Judge Carl E. Stewart 
of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 
encouraged students to seize 

every day as an opportunity 
to learn something new. 

Students in Phase 2 attended 
small-group workshops 
about fnancial planning, 
personal self-defense, online 
personal branding, and Wine 
101 for business dinners. 
They also networked with 
prominent local alumni 
during book discussion 
groups. District Court Judge 
Les Hatch (’88) was one of 
several alumni who hosted 
a book discussion group. 
Students joined Hatch 
at his home to discuss 
Managing Up: How to Forge 
an Efective Relationship 
with Those Above You, by 
Rosanne Badowski, long-
time assistant to General 
Electric CEO Jack Welch. 
“The students learned how 
to maximize productivity 
by maintaining a successful 
relationship between legal 
management and support 
staf,” said Hatch. “It was 
interesting for all of us to 
read about a famous CEO 
through the eyes of his 
assistant.” 

“These discussions allow our 
students to think through 

the leadership challenges 
they will face as they enter 
practice,” added Professor 
Rishi Batra, ALLP director. 
“Students consistently say 
that the book discussion 
groups are the highlight of 
the program.” Each year, 
Batra leads a well-received 
discussion on how to run an 
efective meeting and attain 
group consensus. 

Two students earned fellow 
status in the Academy 
after completing a Phase 
3 leadership project. Last 
November, Grace Preston 
(’15) planned and facilitated 
a panel discussion featuring 
eleven experts in the legal, 
medical, science, and public-
policy felds who explored 
how lawmakers can better 
address Ebola and similar 
global health crises. “I hoped 
to begin a conversation 
between the medical and law 
departments of the Texas 
Tech University System 
that would foster broader 
understanding and greater 
cooperation between the two 
departments in the future,” 
said Preston. 

To fulfll his leadership 
project, Roberto Blum (’15) 
founded the South Texas 
Students Association, an 
organization designed 
to create and identify 
opportunities for Texas 
Tech Law students to apply 
their legal skills through 
community service. After 
Blum participated in a legal-
aid workshop hosted by the 
State Bar’s Pro Bono College, 
he mobilized the South Texas 
Students Association to 
implement the inaugural pro 
bono winter break workshop. 
In partnership with the 
Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid 
(TRLA) in Harlingen, the 
workshop completed more 
than 20 intakes. “TRLA’s 
rural location made it hard 
for them to fnd volunteers,” 
said Blum. “By recruiting 
the necessary manpower, we 
established a relationship 
that will likely result in a 
continued partnership for 
next year’s pro bono winter 
break workshop.” 

In all, 379 students—more 
than half of the total student 
body—participated in 
ALLP programs during 
2014–2015. “All lawyers are 
called upon to lead, whether 
in government, in their 
community, at frms, or with 
their clients,” said Batra. “I 
am confdent our Academy 
graduates are prepared to be 
leaders wherever they go.” 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 

When asked why they 
returned to support their 
alma mater’s legal clinics, 
Dwight McDonald (’93), Terri 
Morgeson (’03), and Donnie 
Yandell (’01) answered in 
unison: a shared passion for 
mentoring students who are 
tireless advocates for the 
region’s indigent population. 

“Few law school clinical 
operations are as immersive 
as ours, which is benefcial 
not only from an experience 
standpoint but also from a 
perspective standpoint,” said 
Morgeson. “Students see 
how easy it is for low-income 
individuals to get taken 
advantage of.” This dogged 
drive for justice strikes a 
chord with Morgeson, who 
assumed leadership of the 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic 
in May 2014 after serving as 
a clinical fellow for the Civil, 
Family Law and Housing, 
and Criminal Defense 
Clinics since 2007. A former 
family-law practitioner, 
Morgeson is a founding 
member and current 
president of the Lubbock 
Private Defender’s Ofce, the 
frst organization of its kind 
in Texas supported by staf-
licensed social workers and 
mental-health professionals. 

“Our Tax Clinic clients 
have a lot at stake and are 
overwhelmed by the system,” 
she added. “It’s rewarding to 
help them navigate and lay 
groundwork to avoid similar 
problems in the future.” 

Although Yandell initially 
doubted whether clients 
would trust student-
attorneys with sensitive 
casework, he noted that 

former clients routinely 
request clinic students after 
they have graduated to 
represent them in diferent 
cases. “This is because our 
students are not taught to 
take the easy route,” he said. 
“Even veteran prosecutors 
have found them to be 
formidable opponents who 
do not immediately accept 
plea deals.” As chief public 
defender of the Caprock 
Regional Public Defender 

Ofce—the only combined 
full-time, in-house Public 
Defender’s Ofce and 
law school clinic in the 
country—Yandell draws 
from his experience as a 
former police ofcer and 
criminal-defense practitioner 
to teach aspiring attorneys 
how to be confdent in their 
representation. “My goal is 
for students to graduate at 
the level I was at after my 
frst two years of practice,” 
he said. 

In fact, Yandell supervised 
a student last fall who—after 
a thorough investigation 
uncovering multiple 
evidentiary discrepancies— 
convinced a prosecutor to 

dismiss theft charges against 
a cashier who had initially 
considered a guilty plea. 
“Our students are willing 
to put forward the efort 
to fnd even the smallest 
problem in the case,” said 
Yandell. His leadership has 
not gone unnoticed. The 
Texas Indigent Defense 
Commission honored 
Texas Tech Law, along 
with Lubbock and Dickens 
counties, with a 2015 Gideon 

Recognition Award for their 
successful formation of 
the Caprock Clinic and its 
subsequent contributions to 
indigent defense throughout 
the state. 

The clinics’ emphasis on 
self-guided learning is 
well-suited for McDonald, 
who recently transitioned 
from his 21-year criminal-
defense and family-law 
practice with fellow alumnus 
Ron McLaurin (’87). He 
recalled a recent graduate 
who appeared in court to 
fnish a case she started as a 
clinic student. “She worked 
hard to get a great deal 
for this client and wanted 
to see it through,” he said. 

Clinical Programs 

As a clinical fellow for the 
Family Law and Housing, 
Criminal Defense, and 
Caprock Clinics, McDonald 
urges students to avoid the 
mindset of the profession as 
just a “job.” 

“Coming back to the law 
school has rekindled my 
sense of purpose in the 
profession,” said McDonald. 
“As someone who has 
practiced for more than 20 

years, the students challenge 
me to reexamine how we 
interpret and apply the law.” 

Morgeson, Yandell, and 
McDonald agreed that the 
opportunity to shape the 
next generation of Texas 
Tech lawyers was one 
they could not pass up. 
“We mentor and guide the 
students, but we don’t tell 
them the answers. They get 
there on their own,” said 
McDonald. “Every day is 
invigorating, because we’re 
interacting with aspiring 
attorneys who are committed 
to efecting positive change.” 

Pictured [left to right]: Dwight McDonald, Terri Morgeson, and Donnie Yandell.  
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At the 
Helm 
In an evolving legal climate where transition is the norm and longevity the exception, many Texas Tech Law alumni have risen 
through the ranks to lead major law frms. Vision, drive, and stamina are a few qualities that led them to the top. Below, several 
share key strategies for success. 

Leading by Example

Showing respect is the best way to earn respect as a 
manager. “In learning to manage your own time, you come 

to appreciate its value for yourself and for your colleagues. 
That inspires others to do the same,” said Heather King (’95), 
managing shareholder of KoonsFuller, PC, which has ofces in 
Dallas, Denton, Houston, Plano, and Southlake. 

King is a skilled litigator who handles family-law cases 
requiring tax, real-estate, and business-valuation expertise. 
Her involvement with a high-profle lawsuit involving a 
pregnant woman in Texas who became brain dead landed 
King in the crosshairs of a media blitz last year. She credits her 
tenacity in the case—and her career at large—to a mixture of 
leadership abilities she refned at Texas Tech Law. “I want my 
frm colleagues to learn self-discipline and compassion, and 
to never take their careers for granted. The best way to expect 
that from them is to display these traits myself,” King stated. 

As shareholder of MehafyWeber—which has ofces in 
Houston, Beaumont, and Austin—Bob Black (’80) sets a high 
standard for frm-wide service. “MehafyWeber encourages 
pro bono work and active participation with our communities, 
churches, and charities,” stated Black. “We let our actions 
demonstrate our professionalism.” Black, who served as 2011– 
2012 president of the State Bar of Texas, was the frst Texas 
Tech Law alum and the youngest-ever inductee selected by the 
State Bar of Texas Litigation Section as a Legal Legend. As bar 
president, he initiated an interactive civics-education website 

demonstrating how court decisions have shaped the state and 
country. Several of Black’s colleagues have followed his lead, 
earning the Cris Quinn Award for Public Service and the John 
Hannah, Jr. Award for Public Service by the Eastern District of 
Texas Bar Association. 

Building Consensus

Management style can have a wide-ranging impact 
on everything from employee retention to confict 

resolution. “All of our lawyers work with each other on cases; 
we don’t have rigid teams or formal practice groups,” said 
B. Ross Pringle (’87), president and managing shareholder 
of Austin-based Wright & Greenhill. “We share ideas and 
strategies on cases with the understanding that any lawyer can 
teach or provide counsel to another lawyer, regardless of years 
of practice.” 

Serving as chief executive ofcer, litigation section chief, 
and managing attorney during his tenure with Munsch 
Hardt Kopf & Harr in Dallas, Steven A. Harr (’80) commented 
that overbearing leadership is prone to disorder. “Law-frm 
management styles tend to fall in one of three categories: 
dictatorships, benevolent dictatorships, and those built and 
managed by consensus,” said Harr. “The consensus frms seem 
to last longer with less stress, departures, and disagreement.” 
Legal managers who are accessible to and interact with their 
personnel lead more unifed teams. 
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Throughout his 30-year career with Brackett & Ellis, PC, Henri 
J. Dussault (’85)—who now serves as the frm’s president in 
Fort Worth—paid close attention to the way his colleagues 
handled disagreement. “Law frms are businesses that require 
you to wear your ‘owner’s’ hat when you tackle a frm issue,” 
said Dussault. “Legal managers need to prioritize visits with 
fellow attorneys and staf to get a pulse on pending issues. 
Learning to surround yourself with competent administrative 
and management staf is also key to a successful frm.” 

“As a lawyer, there is a tendency to focus on your workload,” 
added Jason S. Schulze (’96), managing partner of Cozen 
O’Connor’s Houston ofce. “As a manager, you must 
constantly remind yourself to make sure that the people in 
your ofce are actively engaged with one another.” 

Several alumni stressed the need to subdue legal instincts in 
favor of other managerial practices. “As a manager, I have to 
resist handling a problem as I would a lawsuit. While it is fun 
to cross-examine a witness, a fellow member of the frm may 
not appreciate that approach,” said Black. Recalling how he 
approached a recent internal dispute, Black “asked the two 
attorneys who felt strongest to spend a few hours with [him] in 
a conference room so we could work through each detail of the 
problem.” “We found our diferences were non-existent on the 
issues and were limited to a diference on how to accomplish 
the goal,” said Black. “We resolved it quickly and I came away 
encouraged by the strength and importance of a collaborative 
efort.” 

Black knows a thing or two about confict resolution. During 
his 34-year career with MehafyWeber, he has mediated and 
arbitrated more than 4,000 cases, and has processed more than 
450 appeals as a panelist for the Deepwater Horizon Multi-
District Litigation. 

On the other hand, Crenshaw, Dupree & Milam, LLP Managing 
Partner W C “Dub” Bratcher (’75) of Lubbock does not 
distinguish as much between lawyering and managerial 
skills. “At the end of the day, both involve problem-solving 
and people skills,” he commented. “Legal managers need 
to develop the information necessary to make an informed 
decision, be willing to make a decision, and then support it. I 
have found that many times people like to discuss a problem, 
but are reluctant to make a decision that actually addresses it.” 

Bob Black (’80), MehafyWeber 

Heather King (’95), KoonsFuller, P.C. 

Values-Based Structure 

Firms that adhere—in word and in deed—to shared ideals 
often have enhanced morale and productivity. While our 

alumni lead frms of varying sizes and structures, nearly 
all commented on the cohesive nature of common values. 
“Our frm consists of people who have worked together for a 
long time and share similar beliefs: loyalty to each other and 
the frm; wariness of debt; and a belief in transparency and 
fairness,” said Black. “Our structure works because it refects 
our values.” 

A well-oiled structure is particularly important for global frms. 
As managing partner of Baker & McKenzie LLP’s Dallas ofce, 
Michael Santa Maria (’92) indicated that large frms are only 
as good as the sum of their parts. “What really matters is how 
a global frm is stitched up and how the ‘internal networks’ in a 
frm are put to use in delivering top service to our clients,” he 
said. 

Firm leadership also sets an example through proper conduct 
regardless of the outcome. “Our integrity, even in defeat, is of 
utmost importance to establish and maintain the respect of our 
clients, fellow lawyers, and our judiciary,” added Dussault. 

Open Communication

In a legal climate where frms are facing generational shifts, 
adjusting to constantly-changing technology, and merging or 

considering mergers, open communication is more important 
than ever. 

“While new technologies are designed to create efciencies, 
they can remove much of the personal interaction lawyers 
have historically relied upon to get to know their colleagues 
and grow as lawyers,” said Schulze. “It’s important to be nimble 
in managing an ofce, but just as important is to maintain 
personal interactions within the ofce and with our clients.” 
Schulze, who frequently travels to loss sites for his subrogation 
practice, acknowledges that technology boosts ofsite 
productivity. “However, when it comes to management and 
more sensitive issues, there is no substitute for being in the 
ofce and meeting with people face-to-face,” he added. 

Efective communication requires a well-structured team 
and an open mind. “You are working with highly educated, 
intelligent, motivated professionals, most of whom have 
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Micheal Santa Maria (’92), Baker & 
McKenzie LLP 

Type-A personalities. You 
are not ‘managing’ them; 
you are helping them to 
succeed,” noted Joel Reese 
(’93), managing partner of 
Reese Gordon Marketos LLP 
in Dallas. “To do that, you 
must be fexible and open 
to diferent views. Your goal 
as a managing partner is to 
listen to those views, decide 
the best course of action 
based on all information, and 
then do whatever you can to 
help your lawyers succeed.” 
Reese’s approach appears 

to be working. Just two years after opening, his commercial 
litigation boutique won 2013 Texas Litigation Department of 
the Year from Texas Lawyer magazine. 

While diferences will always exist among those in a group, 
generational-inspired chasms can be uniquely challenging. 
“Though all generations are equally aligned on meeting or 
exceeding client-service standards, a law frm must address 
everything from the younger associates’ desire for the ofce 
to be more than a workplace to the senior partners’ desires to 
have a ‘buttoned-down’ workplace,” said Santa Maria. “This 
requires management to spend more time understanding the 
needs of the diferent constituencies, establishing initiatives 
that provide the needed workplace environment for all to ‘win,’ 
and appropriately communicating in a manner that resonates 
with all constituencies.” 

Open dialogue is particularly important when it comes to 
employee retention during mergers and other structural 
shakeups. “The key to the long-term success of frm mergers is 
how the cultures of the frms mix,” said Harr. “I have been told 
by leading law-frm-management consultants that the result of 
most mergers is that half the people in the acquired frm will 
be gone in two years because of the lack of a mix of culture 
and good communication.”  

All Hands on Deck 

Time management is perhaps the trickiest challenge faced 
by many law-frm managers. “A managing attorney has to 

be a lawyer and a manager, and has to keep his or her clients 
and employees satisfed,” said King. A supportive staf is 
crucial to the balancing act. “Legal management takes an 
inordinate amount of time, as does maintaining a full-time 
cross-border practice,” added Santa Maria. “To do both of these 
jobs, one needs to have very talented teams with which to 
work. I am fortunate to have a strong administrative team and 
a fantastic team of attorneys.” 

Santa Maria, who has been listed for fve consecutive years in 
the Who’s Who Legal list published by Law Business Research 
Limited and was recently named by Franchise Times as one of 
the top-101 franchise lawyers in the United States and Canada, 
also credits his success to proper training and good timing. 
“My success is a combination of a broad-based international 

practice, a long-term trend of growth in cross-border matters, 
having obtained the right training early in my career, and an 
unwavering dedication to high standards,” he stated. 

Legal managers who delegate projects and communicate 
expectations are better equipped to focus on growing their 
frms. “The more a frm supports the fact that it needs 
individuals engaged in management who are not expected 
to bill and collect on their time at the same level as others, 
the greater freedom such leaders will have in addressing the 
enormous challenges of leading and building a successful law 
frm,” added Harr. 

When it comes to visionary leadership, Gardere Wynne 
Sewell LLP Partner and Board of Directors Chair Holland N. 
O’Neil (’87) is a prime example. After several mergers in the 
1990s that propelled Gardere from a Dallas-centric frm to 
a statewide powerhouse, O’Neil executed the frm’s global 
expansion with a full integration of its Mexico City ofce last 
year. “What I am interested in is ensuring the longevity of our 
client relationships, and a strong platform for all of our lawyers 
to be able to be successful and increase their client base,” 
she said in an interview with Law360. “In a shrinking global 
economy, we don’t want to be viewed as just a Texas frm. To 
serve the needs of our clients, that means on an almost-daily 
basis going beyond the borders of Texas.” 

Cultural Caretakers 

Many alumni have seen substantial change in the legal 
industry during the time they have practiced—one major 

change being a shift to frms that are run more like businesses 
than membership-only clubs. “I believe Greenberg Traurig’s 
culture of mutual respect amongst the attorneys in our 37 
ofces is what drives the frm’s success,” said Doug C. Atnipp 
(’85), co-managing shareholder of Greenberg Traurig LLP’s 
Houston ofce and co-chair of the frm’s global Energy and 
Infrastructure Practice. “The reason I agreed to take on the 
role was to have a positive impact on the direction of our Texas 
ofces, from which lawyers we hire to the kinds of legal work 
we do,” said Atnipp. 

In fact, Greenberg Traurig’s Houston and Austin ofces were 
named as Top Workplaces by the Houston Chronicle and 
Austin Business Journal respectively, with Houston making 
fve consecutive appearances on the list. “Texas Tech Law is 

Holland O’Neil (’87), Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
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earning a good reputation at our frm on the management 
side of law,” Atnipp commented, specifcally noting fellow 
alum Barry Senterftt (‘86), who co-manages the frm’s Austin 
ofce. “The role of legal manager is to do whatever you can 
do to make the practice of law as stress-free as possible for 
other frm attorneys,” added Atnipp. “We want our attorneys 
practicing law and not worrying about things that they should 
not have to worry about.” 

Santa Maria learned how to treat employees properly by 
watching his father manage a multinational pharmaceutical 
corporation subsidiary in Mexico City. “My father always 
displayed humility and fairness, and rewarded focus and drive,” 
said Santa Maria. “People who manage their teams or practice 
through fear and intimidation go the way of the dinosaurs. I 
have never seen someone who is secure in his or her abilities 
rely on fear and intimidation.” 

“Intimidation, in my view, is counterproductive,” said Bratcher. 
“Our frm conducts regular associate reviews and provides 
all associates with a mentor with whom they can discuss any 
problem or raise any question.”  

Pringle advised aspiring managing partners to abide by the 
lawyer’s prayer, “Please help me to be less of a jerk to the 
people I depend on to get my job done every day.” He added: 
“Though constant stress and deadlines can take a toll, it’s 
important to treat support staf—and people outside your 
management—with respect.” 

The bottom line for many of our alumni was to build a culture 
in which everyone, not just the attorneys, wants to come to 
work every day. “The recipe is simple – if people love the place 
they work and those they work with, their service to clients will 
be superior and they will build practices that help the law frm 
grow and prosper every year,” stated Harr. 

A Flexible Outlook 

Change is inevitable, and the legal industry is no exception. 
“Firms have to accept that change is required to survive, 

and cautiously but efciently make the required changes to 
operations and attitudes,” noted Harr. Our alumni in legal 
management have also seen several boom-and-bust cycles, 
which are often indicative of shifting client attitudes and a 
changing legal environment. 

When Dussault started his insurance-defense practice 30 years 
ago, workers’ compensation claims were the most common 
personal-injury lawsuit fled. “That’s how many civil litigators 
gained trial experience,” said Dussault. “Laws changed and 
the need for lawyers to be involved in workers’ compensation 
claims diminished. This caused lawyers and frms to retool 
to survive and keep their doors open.” He recalled a similar 
cycle from 12 years ago when tort reform and damage caps 
dramatically impacted the number of medical malpractice case 
flings. 

“Law frms—just like the economy—go through cycles. I 
suspect that will always be the case,” said Dussault. 

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING ALUMNI FOR 
SPEAKING TO THE TEXAS TECH LAWYER 

Douglas C. Atnipp (’85) 
Texas Co-Regional Managing Shareholder; Co-Managing 
Shareholder of the Houston Ofce; Co-Chair of Global Energy 
& Infrastructure Practice 
Greenberg Traurig LLP – Houston, TX 

Robert A. Black (’80) 
Shareholder 
MehafyWeber – Houston, Beaumont & Austin, TX 

W C “Dub” Bratcher (’75) 
Managing Partner 
Crenshaw, Dupree & Milam, L.L.P. – Lubbock, TX 

Henri J. Dussault (’85) 
President 
Bracket & Ellis, P.C. – Fort Worth, TX 

Steven A. Harr (’80) 
Founder, Shareholder & General Counsel 
Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr – Dallas, TX 

Heather L. King (’95) 
Managing Shareholder 
KoonsFuller, P.C. – Dallas, Denton, Houston, Plano & Southlake, TX 

Holland N. O’Neil (’87) 
Chair of the Board of Directors; Partner, Financial 
Restructuring and Reorganization 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP – Dallas, TX 

B. Ross Pringle (’87) 
President; Managing Shareholder 
Wright & Greenhill, P.C. – Austin, TX 

Joel Reese (’93) 
Managing Partner 
Reese Gordon Marketos LLP – Dallas, TX 

Michael Santa Maria (’92) 
Managing Partner – Dallas Ofce 
Baker & McKenzie LLP – Dallas, TX 

Jason S. Schulze (’96) 
Managing Partner – Houston Ofce 
Cozen O’Connor – Houston, TX 
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 AT his Capitol ofce in May, state Rep. Joe Moody (’06), 
D-El Paso, recalled an inspirational message from his 

frst week of law school at Texas Tech University. 

Professor Brian Shannon closed his presentation to the 
incoming class with a flm clip from To Kill a Mockingbird, 
which portrayed lawyer Atticus Finch as virtuous, and told the 
students to go forth, always remembering the high calling of 
being an attorney. 

“I don’t think people in our society today think of lawyers in 
that way,” Moody said. “So his message to us was that if we 
don’t believe it’s a high calling and profession to be respected, 
then how can we expect anyone else to think that?” 

Moody is among a number of Texas Tech Law alumni 
committed to the high calling of their work in the state Capitol. 
These alumni hold powerful positions ranging from the House 
parliamentarian and the state education budget analyst to 
chiefs of staf, legislators, and a close advisor to the governor. 
Though their duties and positions vary widely, they share their 
legal training at Texas Tech and a desire to make a positive 
and lasting diference for the people of Texas. 

For the Greater Good 
One reason these alumni are motivated to excel in their jobs is 
the power their positions aford them to advance wellbeing on 
a large scale. 

For Chris Griesel (’88), that means facilitating the democratic 
process. As parliamentarian and special counsel for the House 
of Representatives, he sits by the speaker during session and 
provides nonpartisan advice to members about the Texas 
Constitution and legislative rules and procedures. 

From his ofce just outside the House chamber, he relayed 
his dogged loyalty and sense of duty with a smile:  “Anyone 
who wants this job cares about that room out there more than 
anything else. They care about their 150 members and are 
willing to stand at a barricade in front of our chamber to repel 
the horde that tries to enter our space.” 

Other alumni at the Capitol are inspired to help vulnerable 
populations. A wish to help children motivated former 
elementary school teacher Emily Howell (’08) to apply to law 
school. She knew many excellent teachers who wanted to 
provide more, but had limited resources. 

“I wanted to be in a position where I could do more for the 
children by doing more for the teachers,” Howell said. 

Last year, she became the public-school and higher-education 
budget analyst and general counsel for the Appropriations 
Committee of the House of Representatives. As such, she 
works in a support capacity, advising legislators as they decide 
how to allocate education funds. 

“Being here in the Capitol has given me the knowledge that 
there are some really great elected representatives, who truly 
care about education issues and who are in good positions to 

Rep. Joe Moody (’06), D–El Paso. 

do the best that they can for our school children,” Howell said. 

As deputy policy director for Gov. Greg Abbott, Constance 
Allison (’95) also is in a position to help ensure the wellbeing 
of the state’s children, among others. Her responsibilities 
include staying abreast of developing legislation, working 
with senators and representatives as they draft bills during the 
session, reviewing the nearly 1,500 bills passed that are sent 
to the governor’s ofce for signature, advising the governor 
on policy ramifcations of other issues, and working with 
executive-branch agencies to adopt rules to implement various 
bills. 

“It is most satisfying when I know that a piece of legislation 
will have a signifcant positive impact on people’s lives, such 
as a bill that will improve Child Protective Services and reduce 
incidents of child abuse or save children’s lives,” Allison said. 

Rahul Sreenivasan (’07) also spoke about the fulflling 
nature of his role. As chief of staf for Rep. Armando Walle, 
D-Houston, he spent countless hours working on legislation 
to resolve a recurring water outage problem in that district, 
for example. Though Sreenivasan says it’s often an uphill 
battle for a minority party member to get a bill passed in the 
Republican-dominated House, he fnds his work rewarding. 

“Every job I’ve considered has had an element of helping 
people and a connection to doing the greater good,” he said. “I 
feel very good about being a chief of staf for a member who 
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Rep. Dustin Burrows (’04), R–Lubbock. 

is very committed to public 
service and to representing 
his constituency.” 

In the busy fnal days of the 
recent legislative session, 
Rep. Dustin Burrows (’04), 
R-Lubbock, paused briefy 
to refect on the importance 
of prioritizing measures 
that relate to the state’s 
most pressing needs, 
such as education and 
transportation. 

“We need to take care of the 
things we need to spend 
money on frst, and if we 
do that, then we can start 
talking about other things,” 
Burrows said. 

This year, he worked on 
several bills, including 
one that would protect 
the livelihoods of 
farmers, and another that 
brought attention to the 
steeply rising costs of 

pharmaceuticals. 

For Moody, a pressing 
priority through the years 
has been criminal justice. 
Most recently, he jointly 
authored a bill that the 
governor signed into law 
in June that calls for the 
creation of a commission 
to review cases of wrongful 
conviction to help prevent 
their recurrence. 

“You don’t want innocent 
people snagged in the 
process. That is a grave 
injustice,” he said. “Anything 
we can do to make the 
system less susceptible to 
those problems, the better 
for everybody. The more fair 
the system is, the more just 
the system is.” 

He reached for a letter on his 
desk from the mother of the 
late Timothy Cole, a young 

black Texas Tech student 
and U.S. military veteran who 
died in prison in 1999 after 
being wrongfully convicted 
of raping another student. 
In her letter, she thanked 
Moody for supporting 
legislation benefting the 
wrongfully convicted, and a 
House resolution honoring 
her son. 

“That letter was written 
to me six years ago, but I 
always keep it handy because 
it reminds me that there are 
very important things that 
we have to do here. And if I 
forget the story of Tim Cole, 
then I’m not doing my job,” 
he said. 

Power Starts with 
Knowledge 
Alumni at the Capitol credit 
their legal education at Texas 
Tech for preparing them for 
the work they do today. 

The law school’s core classes 
teach students to think 
analytically and logically 
and are the building blocks 
of everything legislators do, 
Burrows said. 

“That’s very important up 
here as we analyze policy—to 
take some of the emotion out 
of it and try to look at it from 
a logical perspective about 
what’s good for the region 
and for the entire state,” he 
said. 

Law school also teaches how 
to consider issues from many 
diferent angles—a skill that 
comes in handy when trying 
to anticipate the unintended 
disasters of well-intended 
legislation, Allison said. 

“Sometimes it’s just not 
apparent from a piece of 
legislation, but if you’re 
thinking critically and from 
diferent perspectives, you’re 

Emily Howell (’08), Texas House Appropriations Committee staf member.   
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going to have an easier 
time picking up on those 
unintended consequences,” 
she said. 

Sreenivasan added that law 
school teaches students to 
write more concisely and 
strategically, “a crucial skill 
for politics.” 

“Instead of just thinking 
about the policy idea you 
want passed, you also have 
to think about how you 
communicate that policy. 
How people feel about a 
lot of policy ideas really 
boils down to how you pitch 
them,” he said. 

Moody mentioned a book 
from law school called 
Texas Criminal Procedure, 
co-authored by his Texas 
Tech Law Professor Charles 
Bubany. Moody keeps it at 
his desk at the Capitol and 
has referred to it multiple 

times in past legislative 
sessions. 

Griesel also spoke fondly of 
his law professors. Walking 
through the underground 
corridors of the Capitol, he 
occasionally stopped to point 
out wall photos of people 
with ties to Texas Tech who 
have served at the Capitol, 
including Chancellor Robert 
Duncan (’81) and the late 
W. Reed Quilliam Jr., who 
was Griesel’s wills and 
trusts professor. As a state 
representative in the 1960s, 
Quilliam was instrumental 
in getting the appropriations 
needed to found the Texas 
Tech Law School. 

Griesel expressed gratitude 
to those lawyers who have 
gone before him in serving 
the state: “I listen a lot to 
these ghosts on the wall that 
surround us, and that’s why I 
keep coming back.” Members gather around Parliamentarian Chris Griesel(’88) (seated) as they 

await Griesel’s comments regarding the interpretation of the law on May 26, 2015. 

Unintended Careers 
Some Texas Tech Law 
alumni who talk about 
unintended consequences 
are in jobs they did not 
anticipate. They arrived 
in their positions as the 
unforeseen but positive 
outcomes of circumstance, 
experience, and service. 

“Each job built on the last 
one…I’ve never really had a 
plan. I’ve just done whatever 
came next, and it all worked 
out,” said Allison, whose 
journey to the governor’s 
ofce included jobs with 
the state attorney general’s 
ofce, a small law frm, a 
state senator, the former 
governor, and the former 
lieutenant governor. 

Toward the end of law 
school, Howell discovered 
the Texas Legislative 

soon went to work there 
helping legislators write 
education and other bills 
and amendments. Through 
that work she learned about 
opportunities at the Capitol 
and landed a job with the 
House Appropriations 
Committee last year. 

“As with the Legislative 
Council, I’m not sure this 
job was my dream because I 
didn’t really know that these 
kinds of positions existed… 
It’s just something that I 
came across,” she said. 

Perhaps no alum is more 
explicit in calling his job 
accidental than Griesel, who 
says he never planned to 
become a parliamentarian. 

“I have a saying that anyone 
who wants to apply for this 
job should probably be 
disqualifed, because they 

Rahul Sreenivasan (’07), chief of staf for Rep. Armando Walle, D-Houston. Council by chance and have the wrong idea of 
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what the job is. The job isn’t 
anything to covet,” he said. 

A parliamentarian is called 
to serve the body and its 
membership, which requires 
considerable dedication and 
institutional knowledge, he 
said. 

“You have to have a clear 
understanding of what the 
members need and want 
before you even step in. You 
have to be someone in that 
institution who has helped 
along the way,” he said. 

Griesel’s career began with 
a job that his torts professor, 
the late J. Hadley Edgar, 
helped him secure with 
Texas Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Thomas Phillips. 
Griesel then worked for a 
prestigious law frm before 
putting in eight years 
of service at the Texas 
Legislative Council and 
later returning to the Texas 
Supreme Court as its rules 
attorney. 

“It was a great precursor to 
this job of parliamentarian,” 
he said, noting it taught him 
how rules were developed 
among the judges and 
applied in state courts, 
and gave him experience 
interacting with the 
Legislature. 

He went to work for 
the House as deputy 
parliamentarian in 2004 
and was appointed 
parliamentarian in 2011. 

Grit and Stamina 

Texas Tech Law alumni 
working at the Capitol value 
the enviable positions they 
hold, but insist their work is 
not as glamorous as it may 
appear. 

Being a legislator is much 
more work than people 

probably realize, Burrows 
said, noting that the House 
takes about 3,600 votes in a 
given session, many relating 
to major policy decisions. 

“So it’s a lot of early 
mornings and late nights 
just reading and having 
conversations with your staf 
and other members to try to 
understand what the policy 
implications are,” he said. 

Part of the job also involves 
reaching back to the district 
and visiting with people to 
get their input on upcoming 
legislative issues, which 
takes time, he said, noting: 
“A good way for a lawyer to 
look at it is, it’s like having 
170,000 diferent clients.” 

One of Howell’s most vivid 
memories is watching the 
House debate the budget 
one afternoon this spring 
until about 6 a.m. the next 
morning. 

“The members are so tired, 
but they do a great job of 
not losing focus as they 
go through the budget,” 
Howell said. “It’s exciting, 
and when they do the fnal 
vote and it gets passed out 
of the chamber, that’s a real 
moment of satisfaction.” 

For her, passage is the 
reward for many long days 
and nights of her own spent 
working to help prepare the 
education section of the 
budget. 

Though asked about awards 
and accolades, Howell, like 
other alumni, did not boast 
any. 

“When you’re working in a 
support capacity, it’s more of 
a team efort. You don’t have 
many individual honors,” she 
said. “Your purpose is to help 
those elected members you 
work for. In some respect, 

their successes are yours.” 

Allison concurred: “There are 
no awards fying around up 
here. The governor is a very 
generous person with his 
kind words, but most of the 
things we do here don’t make 
headlines, and that’s fne. It 
doesn’t matter if anybody 
ever knows.” 

She said her satisfaction 
comes from seeing the 

results of her work and 
making a positive diference 
in others’ lives: “Sometimes 
you have an opportunity 
to do something that is 
particularly meaningful. 
That will keep you going for 
a while.” 

—Staci Semrad 

Sean Opperman, Mark McHargue, Preston Streufert, and Zachary Stephenson 
on the Texas Senate foor. Photo credit: Texas Senate Media Services. 

OTHER CAPITOL LAWYERS 

Mark McHargue (’90) 
Legislative Director for Texas 
State Senator Craig Estes 

Andrew Murr (’03) 
Texas Representative, 
R–Kerrville 

Sean Opperman (’10) 
Director, Texas Senate 
Committee for State Afairs 

Margaret M. Orgain (’12) 
Session Analyst, Texas 
House of Representatives 
Research Organization 

Jaime Pesantes (’14) 
Deputy Director, Texas 
House of Representatives 
Committee for 
International Trade and 
Intergovernmental Afairs 

Ron Reynolds (’99) 
Texas Representative, 
D–Missouri City 

Matt Schaefer (’05) 
Texas Representative, 
R–Tyler 

John T. Smithee (’76) 
Texas Representative, 
R–Amarillo 

Zachary Stephenson (’10) 
General Counsel for Texas 
State Senator Brandon 
Creighton 

Preston Streufert (’11) 
Legislative Director for 
Texas State Senator Joan 
Hufman 

Brian Thornton (’13) 
Legislative Director for 
Texas Representative Dustin 
Burrows 
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A Q&A WITH DEAN 
DARBY DICKERSON 

TTL: Texas Tech Law counted several exciting developments 
this past year, one of which is the new Public-Service 
Graduation Requirement. What was the impetus for that and 
how will it work? 

As a public law school, we need to give back to the citizens 
of Texas, and as lawyers, we have a professional and ethical 
obligation to give back. We wanted our students to learn and 
understand these duties. In addition, performing pro bono and 
community-service work allows students to gain hands-on 
experience, to interact with lawyers and leaders, and to impact 
those who need but cannot otherwise aford legal services. It 
will allow them to see the true impact that individual lawyers 
can have on the lives of their clients. Students in our clinics 
and in our voluntary pro bono program were already giving 
more than 20,000 hours per year. Imagine the exponential 
impact Texas Tech can have now! 

Starting with this entering J.D. class, students will perform 30 
hours of public-service to graduate. Half must be law-related 
and half may be either law-related or more community focused. 
The hours can be performed anywhere the student chooses. 

Each student must perform at least 10 hours per year, until 
the requirement is satisfed. We know from experience that 
students who get involved early see the value of their eforts 
and give back much more. 

Faculty committed to give back at least 10 hours per year as 
well. 

We were pleased that Texas Supreme Court Justice Eva 
Guzman, liaison to the Texas Access to Justice Commission, 
was able to join us on August 31 to announce this program. 
We’re now the 42nd law school nationwide to have this 
requirement; 42 translates to about 20% of the accredited law 
schools. 

In connection with this requirement, we will be holding two 
Days of Service each year. At the frst on August 29, about 
150 members of the Tech community joined to help clean up 
the Canyon Lakes area. The next Day of Service is planned 
for Saturday, February 27. We hope many of our alums will 
consider joining us! 
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Dean Dickerson with Texas Access to Justice Foundation Executive Director Betty Balli Torres, Texas Supreme Court 
Justice Eva Guzman, and Texas Tech Law students. 

TTL: Another new development is Texas Tech Law’s 
appointment as the national headquarters for Scribes—The 
American Society of Legal Writers. How will this complement 
our nationally recognized Legal Practice Program? 

Texas Tech Law has a top-notch Legal Practice Program. It’s 
one of the few programs in the country stafed primarily by 
full-time professors with tenure or on the tenure-track—which 
means we can recruit and retain outstanding professors in 
this area. Students often remark that their Legal Practice 
experience was one of the best of their law-school careers. 
Scribes promotes clear, concise legal writing. Its national 
membership includes judges, practitioners, and academicians. 
Having the Scribes headquarters at Tech will help students 
understand that good legal writing is essential to their 
practice, and hopefully it will also attract additional attention 
to the great work our Legal Practice Program does day-in and 
day-out. 

TTL: Our Energy Law Program is continuing to thrive with the 
addition of new faculty members, an expanded curriculum, 
and energy-related externships. What are your short-term and 
long-term goals for the program? 

Texas Tech Law’s Energy Law Program is built on a legacy 
of excellence—starting with Professor Richard Hemingway, 
who then passed the torch to Professor Bruce Kramer. My 
frst goal was to recruit some additional new professors, and 
we’ve done that with Professors Bill Kefer and Kristen van 
de Biezenbos, and Associate Dean Stephen Black. My other 
short-term goals—which we’ve started but are continuing— 
include developing the high-profle Energy Law Lecture Series, 
which launched last year; developing a Nuts-and-Bolts lecture 
series, which debuted in April 2015; building the curriculum 
and including new experiential courses; and strengthening 
our ties with the industry. We want to give our students an 
understanding of both the law and business in this area. 

In the long-term, we want to 
be the premier Energy Law 
Program in the nation. We 
also want to leverage the 
other energy assets at this 
wonderful university, which 
has frst-class programs 
in Energy Commerce 
through the Rawls College 
of Business, Petroleum 
Engineering through 
the Whitaker College of 
Engineering, and Wind 
Energy through the National 
Wind Institute. We want our 
graduates to be the most 
sought-after energy-law 
attorneys anywhere. 

TTL: The law school 
secured our 34th national 
advocacy championship 
and collected 26 advocacy 
titles during 2014-2015. 

We have also been on the University of Houston Blakely 
Advocacy Institute’s list of the best Moot Court programs for 
fve consecutive years. Why do you think our advocates are so 
successful? 

First, Rob Sherwin is the best advocacy director in the country. 
Second, we recruit students who are smart, hard-working, and 
talented. They know how to work in teams and are willing 
to take direction. Many excelled in undergraduate advocacy 
competitions. We are also fortunate to have many professors— 
especially our Legal Practice professors—and alumni who 
devote untold hours to coaching the teams. 

TTL: In its July/August 2015 issue, D CEO magazine called 
our Regional Externship Program a “more immersive 
experience” than those of other law schools. What should 
prospective employers know about hiring a Texas Tech Law 
extern? 

Our regional externs have amazing experiences during their 
semester in the program. Each extern spends about 500 
hours at a legal organization performing legal work under the 
supervision of a licensed attorney. Some have bar cards and 
can engage in direct representation. All are integrally involved 
in the organization’s work. These students learn to manage 
and take ownership of multiple projects. They learn how to 
interact with supervisors, support staf, peers, and clients. 
They see frsthand that actions have consequences. They learn 
about key values of the legal profession, such as integrity, 
confdentiality, avoiding real and perceived conficts, diversity, 
and client service. They learn the value of networking, and of 
giving back to the community. They learn the line between 
being proactive and overstepping boundaries. It’s been a 
pleasant development that several placements have hired their 
former externs after graduation.   
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TTL: What is the most common question you hear from those 
who are unfamiliar with Texas Tech Law? 

Some are not aware that our faculty and students come from 
all over, and that our largest alumni base is in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex. The perception is that everyone at Texas 
Tech is from West Texas. 

TTL: You have served as Texas Tech Law Dean for four years. 
What is your favorite part of the job? 

Two things: First, the people. That’s what attracted me here. 
The faculty and staf are dedicated to the students’ success. 
The students work hard and don’t have a sense of entitlement. 
It’s simply a great group to be part of. Second, I love building 
programs and matching resources with projects. I’ve been 
able to do this here, which has been gratifying. The Regional 
Externship Program, the Academy for Leadership in the Legal 
Profession, the professional development fund for students, 
our study-abroad program in Lithuania, the LL.M. program in 
U.S. Legal Studies, the Summer Pre-Law Academy, new aspects 
of the Energy Law Program, our collaboration with the Brain 
Performance Institute, the new public-service program—and 
the list goes on. All of these programs make our students more 
competitive and give them insights they can use to help their 
clients in the future. 

TTL: In a new faculty Q&A series—which can be viewed on 
our Texas Tech Law Communications YouTube channel—we 
are asking each faculty member to share an item from his/her 
bucket list. What would yours be?  

I’ll give you three! I want to enter a powerlifting competition. If 
I stay healthy, I’ll cross that one of this calendar year. I would 
like to visit all 50 states. I’m missing three: North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Alaska. And I want to attend the 2020 
Olympics in Japan. 

Stay connected to Texas Tech Law via: 

 @TTU_Law 
 facebook.com/TexasTechLaw 
 bitly.com/TexasTechLaw  
 youtube.com/user/TTULawCommunications 

Energy Law Program Professors van de Biezenbos, Black, and Kefer at an inde-
pendently owned oil-and-gas company site. 
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CLASS NOTES 

Bobby Burnett was appointed by former Texas Bob Collier, managing partner of Meadows, 1971 1973Governor Rick Perry as judge of the 50th Collier, Reed, Cousins, Crouch & Ungerman, 
District Court in Baylor County. LLP in Dallas, received a 2014 Distinguished 

Alumni Award at Texas Tech University School 
of Law’s 11th Annual Law Gala. 

1978 Daniel W. Carney, partner at Vick, Carney & Smith, LLP, is among the top-100 criminal defense attorneys as 
designated by the National Trial Lawyers, an organization comprised of the country’s leading trial attorneys. 

Glenn West, managing partner of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP in Dallas, was among 35 recipients of the 2015 
Distinguished Legal Writing Award—Law Firm, presented by the Burton Foundation, a non-proft program run in 
association with the Library of Congress. 

1980 Carolyn Johnsen, an attorney with Dickinson Wright in Phoenix, was named one of Az Business Magazine’s Most 
Infuential Women in 2015. 

Fred D. Raschke was recognized with the Founder’s Award during the Texas Association of Defense Counsel’s 
Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner. 

Sharen Wilson was elected as Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney. 

1981 Jerry Dixon, Dixon, Scholl & Bailey PA shareholder, received a 2014 Distinguished Service Award at Texas Tech 
University School of Law’s 11th Annual Law Gala. 

Wade Shelton, Shelton & Valdez PC founding shareholder, received a 2014 Distinguished Service Award at Texas 
Tech University School of Law’s 11th Annual Law Gala. 

1982 Greg Neeley was appointed by former Texas 
Governor Rick Perry as judge of the 12th Court 
of Appeals in Smith County. 

1983 Kem Thompson Frost, chief justice of the 14th 
Court of Appeals in Houston, served as keynote 
speaker for the law school’s December 2014 
hooding ceremony. She also received a 2014 
Distinguished Alumni Award at Texas Tech 
University School of Law’s 11th Annual Law Gala. 

Gala awardees Bob Collier, Jerry Dixon, Chief Justice Kem Thompson Frost, and Wade Shelton with Dean Darby Dickerson at the 11th Annual Gala. 
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W. Mark Lanier was named 2015 Trial Lawyer of the Year by the National Trial Lawyers, an organization comprised 1984 of the country’s leading trial attorneys. He was recognized by the Texas Bar Foundation with the 2015 Ronald 
D. Secrest Outstanding Trial Lawyer Award, and later received the American Association for Justice Lifetime 
Achievement Award. In addition, the Lanier Law Firm was named the 2015 Texas Litigation Department of the Year 
by Texas Lawyer. 

Timothy A. Menikos, who was elected to a new term as judge of the 323rd District Court in Tarrant County, was 
presented with the Judge Scott Moore Award during CASA of Tarrant County’s 21st annual dinner to recognize his 
exemplary eforts on behalf of abused and neglected children. 

W. Stacy Trotter was elected to a new term as judge of the 358th District Court in Ector County. 

Carey Walker was elected to a new term as judge of Tarrant County Criminal Court No. 2. 

David L. Campbell accepted a position as senior counsel at Underwood Perkins, P.C. He was also appointed as the 1985 ABA RPTE advisor to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws Drafting Committee on 
the Residential Real Estate Mortgage Foreclosures Process and Protections Act. 

Judy Crowder Parker, presiding judge of Lubbock County Court at Law No. 3, was honored with the 2015 Judge 
Merrill Hartman Pro Bono Judge Award during the Bar Leaders Recognition Luncheon at the State Bar of Texas 
Annual Meeting. The award is given to a judge, sitting or retired, who provides outstanding pro bono service. 

1990 

1986 

Craig Stoddart was appointed by former Texas 1991Governor Rick Perry to the 5th Court of Appeals 
in Dallas County, Place 5. 

Heidi Cox (pictured left middle), general 
counsel for the Gladney Center for Adoption, 
will be inducted into the Adoption Hall of Fame 
at the National Council for Adoption Annual 
Gala this November in Washington, D.C. The 
Gladney Center also honored Cox’s 25 years of 
service during a recognition ceremony earlier 
this year.  

Penny Prater, of counsel in DLA Piper LLP’s 
Patent Litigation practice, was elected as a 
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation. 

Russell Wilson was elected to a new term as 
judge of the 218th District Court in Atascosa 
County. 

John H. Barr, Jr. joined the Houston ofce of international law frm King & Spalding as a partner in its Intellectual 1992 Property practice. 

Leonard “Bud” Grossman was recognized with the President’s Award during the Texas Association of Defense 
Counsel’s Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner. 

M. Mitchell Moss was recognized with the President’s Award during the Texas Association of Defense Counsel’s 
Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner. 

Michael Santa Maria was elected managing partner of Baker & McKenzie’s Dallas ofce. 

Above: Heidi Cox (center) during a Gladney Center recognition ceremony to honor her 25 years of service. 
Opposite, right: Lauren Lockett (’01), Judge Melody Wilkinson (’88), and Carrie Morris (’18) at Fort Worth alumni reception. 
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1994 Billy Eichman was elected to a new term as judge of the 364th District Court in Lubbock County. 

Barbara Ellis, of counsel in Locke Lord’s Austin ofce, was recognized at the Austin Bar Foundation Gala with the 
David H. Walter Community Excellence Award, the Austin Bar Foundation Board of Directors’ most prestigious 
recognition of a member who has made a signifcant impact in the community while also raising the profle of the 
profession. 

Riley Shaw, chief of the Tarrant Criminal District Attorney’s Juvenile Unit, was confrmed by the Texas Senate to 
the Texas Juvenile Justice Department’s Board of Directors. 

1995 Greg Fouratt was unanimously confrmed by the New Mexico Senate to continue as the New Mexico Department 
of Public Safety Cabinet Secretary. 

Donna King was appointed by former Texas Governor Rick Perry as judge of the 26th District Court in Williamson 
County. 

Elizabeth LaMair was hired by the Texas Council of Community Centers as its healthcare policy director. 

George Leal received the U.S. Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service, the second-highest award for 
employee performance given by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

1996 Bill Miller was appointed by former Texas Governor Rick Perry as judge of the 5th District Court in Bowie County. 

Heather Duncan Webb joined The Trust Company, a San Antonio-based trust, fduciary, and wealth management 
frm, as its vice president and trust ofcer. 

Joseph F. Coniglio was named managing shareholder of the Dallas ofce of international law frm Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP. 1997 
Lane DeYoung was appointed general counsel for Del Frisco’s Restaurant Group, Inc., which owns 47 restaurants in 
20 states and Washington, D.C. 

Susan Redford, Ector County Judge, was selected as judicial program manager of the Texas Association of 
Counties Judicial Education Program. 

Ed Richardson, an Austin College graduate and 
partner at the Richardson Law Firm in Sherman, 1998 Texas, was selected as coach of Austin College’s 
Mock Trial Teams. 

1999 
Lawrence Doss, partner in the Lubbock ofce 
of Mullin, Hoard & Brown, was elected to the 
American Bar Foundation, a status shared 
by just 0.3% of the overall United States bar 
membership. 

Bridget Moreno Lopez, managing partner of 
the Dallas ofce of Linebarger Goggan Blair 
& Sampson, LLP, was appointed to the DFW 
International Airport Board by the Dallas City 
Council. 

Ryan Gleason was appointed chief of staf for 
New Mexico House Speaker-nominee Nate 2000 Gentry. 
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Above: Alumni and friends recognized during alumni reception held in conjunction with State Bar of Texas Annual Meeting. 
Opposite, right: Barrett Thomas (’08) sworn in as TYLA president by his wife, Charla Hundley Thomas (’08). 

Michael Cubeta, vice president of legal services for the San Antonio-based Security Service Federal Credit Union, 2001 was elected as a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation. 

Wesley Hill, partner in Longview-based frm Ward & Smith, was included in the frm renaming to Ward, Smith & 
Hill, PLLC.  

Wendy Adele Humphrey, associate professor at Texas Tech University School of Law, was named assistant dean 
for educational efectiveness. Humphrey will focus on student-learning outcomes and assessment for the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges and the American Bar Association. She was also 
appointed by the Texas Supreme Court to a three-year term on the Board of Disciplinary Appeals (BODA). 

Evan Clay Stubbs was elected to a new term Trevor Woodruf was appointed as acting 2002 2003as judge of the 424th District Court in Burnet general counsel for the Texas Department of 
County. Family and Protective Services (DFPS). 

Robin Perkins, an associate attorney in the Las Vegas ofce of Snell & Wilmer LLP, was elected to The Animal 2004 Foundation Board of Directors, which operates and manages an eight-acre refuge for more than 40,000 lost, 
unwanted, neglected, and abandoned animals every year. 

Priscilla D. Camacho was sworn in as 2015–2016 Texas Young Lawyers Association chair during the association’s 2005 annual meeting and reception. 

2006 Casey Blair was elected to a new term as judge 
of the 86th District Court in Kaufman County. 2007 J. Shane Brooks joined the Amarillo ofce of 

Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC. He practices 
oil-and-gas, real-estate, wealth-planning and 

Karolyne H.C. Garner, general counsel for probate, banking and fnancial-services, and 
LawProse, Inc. in Dallas, was elected as a Fellow agriculture and agribusiness law.  
of the Texas Bar Foundation. 

Lindsay H. Ferguson was named partner in the 
Beth Atkinson Ryan, partner in the Roswell frm Dallas ofce of Hunton & Williams LLP. 
Carson Ryan LLC, was appointed by Governor 
Susana Martinez to the New Mexico Game Stephen M. Robertson was hired by the Permian 
and Fish Commission, which promotes wildlife Basin Petroleum Association as its executive 
management and its sustainable use for food, vice president. 
recreation, and safety. 

26 



Craig P. Barbolla was accepted into Leadership Fort Worth’s 2015 Leading Edge Class, a program that connects up-2008 and-coming professionals with infuential members of the community to strengthen their leadership skills. 

Amber James earned the Texas Young Lawyers Association President’s Award of Merit during the association’s 
annual meeting and reception. 

Andrew Sefzik, an attorney with Strasburger & Price in Frisco, was appointed to the State Bar of New Mexico Board 
of Editors. 

C. Barrett Thomas (pictured below) was sworn in as 2015–2016 Texas Young Lawyers Association president during 
the association’s annual meeting and reception. 

Laura Pratt was recognized with the Texas Alex Yarbrough was recognized by Angelo 2009 Young Lawyers Association Commitment to State University as a Distinguished Carr Scholar 
Service Award during the association’s annual Alumnus. 
meeting and reception. 

2011 

Reid Johnson was hired by Polsinelli as a corporate and transactional associate in its Dallas ofce. 2014 
Kathy Kassabian joined Fort Worth-based McDonald Sanders as an associate. 

Grant Sorenson joined Fort Worth-based McDonald Sanders as an associate. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Jim R. Alexander ’73 Colin A. Coe, Sr. ’96 Charles L. Lasley ’72 Jefery L. Robenalt ’85 
H. Michael Bartley ’75 Stephen C. Coen ’86 John LeVick ’87 Reverend Elizabeth Sisco ’79 
Ralph H. Brock ’75 Chris Cook ’14 Major Jason R. Lindbloom ’99 Diana D. Ulrich ’76 
Adam Brzostowski ’16 Charles Gentry ’69 Colonel Robert P. McIntire ’89 C. Michael Ward ’76 

Sharon C. Jobe ’72 James F. Mobley ’84 
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FACULTY UPDATES 

Rishi R. Batra 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, Academy for 
Leadership in the Legal Profession 

Professor Batra was selected as one of four university-wide 
recipients of the inaugural Lawrence Schovanec Teaching 
Development Scholarship, which enables scholars to study 
new teaching techniques from conferences across the nation 
and present their fndings at the Texas Tech University 
Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center. 
In April, he presented “Producing Job-Ready Students” to 
professors across the university. He was also honored with 
the W. Frank Newton Service Award for his service to the 
Board of Barristers coaching the ABA Negotiation and Energy 
Law Negotiation teams and judging several competitions 

throughout the year. 

Batra moderated and presented in two panels at the ABA Section of Dispute Resolution spring conference. The frst discussed 
ethical issues and techniques to work with parties who cannot meaningfully participate in mediation. The second was a discussion 
among negotiation professors on how to bring real-world negotiations into the classroom and featured a salary negotiation 
written by Batra. He presented at several other conferences, including the Southeastern Association of Law Schools conference, 
where he discussed improving the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act; the Institute for Law Teaching and Learning 
conference, where he discussed incorporating experiential learning into the classroom; and the University of Missouri School of 
Law Center for the Study of Dispute Resolution’s Judicial Education and the Art of Judging conference, where he presented his 
paper Judicial Involvement in Plea Bargaining: A Dispute Resolution Perspective. This paper was published in the top-50 Ohio 
State Law Journal. 

Batra also works with the Ofce of Research Commercialization as director of entrepreneurship education, where he develops 
training for and leads student teams to commercialize and accelerate the transfer of new technology. 

Dustin B. Benham 
Associate Professor of Law 

Professor Benham continued to teach procedure and litigation 
courses during 2014–2015. His eforts in the classroom earned 
him the Texas Tech University President’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award. Benham also continued his research in the 
litigation-secrecy area, publishing an article, Proportionality, 
Pretrial Confdentiality, and Discovery Sharing, in the top-50 
Washington and Lee Law Review, along with a related op-ed 
in the Austin American-Statesman in response to a pending 
Texas case. He was a frequent source on litigation secrecy in 
major newspapers following the GM ignition and West, Texas 
fertilizer disasters. 
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Gerry W. Beyer 
Governor Preston E. Smith Regents Professor of Law 

Professor Beyer received many awards over the past year, 
including the President’s Academic Achievement Award from 
Texas Tech University; the Gardener DeMallie Award for 
being the highest-rated speaker at the Douglas W. Conner 
36th Annual Advanced Estate Planning and Administration 
Seminar held in Williamsburg, Virginia; and Professor of Year 
awards from the law school’s chapters of Phi Alpha Delta and 
the Hispanic Law Students Association. 

Traveling coast-to-coast, throughout Texas, and via the 
Internet, Beyer spoke at approximately forty conferences, 
seminars, and CLE programs. His presentations focused on 
cutting-edge legal topics such as estate planning for digital 

assets, pet animals, and weapons governed by the National Firearms Act, as well as more traditional topics including estate-
planning ethics, avoiding will contests, and recent judicial and legislative developments. 

Beyer continues his service as the Keeping Current—Probate column editor for the American Bar Association publication Probate 
& Property, and as editor in chief of the REPTL Reporter, the ofcial quarterly publication of the Real Estate, Probate, and Trust 
Law Section of the State Bar of Texas, which is the largest section of the State Bar. He was recently selected as the vice-chair of the 
State Laws Committee of the American College of Trust and Estate Council. 

Many books and articles Beyer authored were published during the 2014–2015 academic year, including Wills, Trusts, and Estates: 
Examples & Explanations (6th ed. 2015), Beyer’s Texas Property Code Annotated (2014), and Texas Wills and Estates: Cases and 
Materials (7th ed. 2015). 

Beyer’s blog, Wills, Trusts & Estates Prof Blog, was included for the ffth consecutive year in the ABA Journal’s Blawg 100 and 
remains the top-ranked estate-planning blog in the nation and the twenty-frst ranked legal blog overall. He continues to be one of 
the most downloaded legal authors on the Social Science Research Network and is currently ranked 57 on the list of the top 3,000 
legal authors. He also served as a “virtual” visiting professor for the Boston University School of Law, leading a course in Estate 
Planning & Drafting for its online LL.M. in Taxation program. 

Catherine M. Christopher 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, Bar Preparation 
Resources 

Professor Christopher researches and writes about developing 
technologies in the banking industry. She published two 
articles on Bitcoin, including Why on Earth Do People Use 
Bitcoin? in Texas Tech’s own Business and Bankruptcy Law 
Journal, and Whack-A-Mole: Why Prosecuting Digital Currency 
Exchanges Won’t Stop Online Money Laundering in the top-50 
Lewis & Clark Law Review. Her current project, an article on 
how mobile banking may be able to bring currently unbanked 
Americans into the fnancial system, was selected from a pool 
of more than 70 papers to be included in the Fifth Annual 
Junior Faculty Business and Financial Law Workshop at 
George Washington University Law School’s Center for Law, 
Economics & Finance. 

Christopher also writes about academic support. She presented “Eye of the Beholder: How Perception Management Can Counter 
Stereotype Threat Among Struggling Law Students” at the Fourth Colonial Frontier Legal Writing Conference on Teaching the 
Academically Underprepared Law Student. A companion article was published in the Duquesne Law Review. At the AALS 2015 
annual meeting, Christopher described Texas Tech Law’s recent conversion of its legal-practice faculty to tenure-track positions 
and the impact that decision made on the gender diversity of the tenured and tenure-track faculty. A companion article is 
forthcoming in the top-50 Columbia Journal of Gender and the Law. 
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DeLeith Duke Gossett 
Associate Professor of Law 

Professor Gossett taught International and Comparative 
Family Law at the Universidad de Guanajuato in Guanajuato, 
Mexico, during Summer 2014. She taught the course again this 
summer at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas, Lithuania, 
where she also served as associate director. Gossett presented 
her latest research for the top-100 Santa Clara Law Review, 
titled Take of the [Color] Blinders: How Ignoring The Hague 
Convention’s Subsidiarity Principle Furthers Structural Racism 
Against Black American Children, at the Central States Law 
Schools Association 2014 Annual Scholarship Conference, 
hosted at the Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law 
Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on October 10-11, 2014. She 
was also elected as a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation in 
April 2015. 

Jarod S. Gonzalez 
Professor of Law 

Professor Gonzalez served as the Texas Tech University School 
of Law associate dean for academic afairs from 2012–2014. 
In August 2014, he completed his term as associate dean and 
returned to full-time teaching. In Spring 2015, he received 
the President’s Mid-Career Faculty Award from Texas Tech 
University. The award recognizes faculty who are emerging 
leaders in their disciplines, who serve as role models and 
mentors for students, and who further the academic mission of 
the university.  

Wendy Adele Humphrey ’01 
Assistant Dean for Educational Effectiveness; Associate 
Professor of Law; Director, Pre-Law Academy 

Dean Humphrey’s article, “But I’m Brain-Dead and Pregnant”: 
Advance Directive Pregnancy Exclusions and End-of-Life 
Wishes, was published by the William & Mary Journal of 
Women and the Law. She also presented the article at the 
31st Annual Conference on the Advancement of Women. She 
has a forthcoming article on afrmative consent in the top-
100 University of San Francisco Law Review. In addition, she 
and Adjunct Professor Shery Kime-Goodwin presented “The 
Art of Negotiating as an Inherent Principle of Successful 
Advocacy” at the Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference 
at the University of New Mexico School of Law. 

Humphrey was elected to the Executive Committee of the Legal Writing, Reasoning, and Research Section of the American 
Association of Law Schools (AALS), and she was selected to serve on the 2016 Legal Writing Institute Biennial Conference 
program committee. She also served on the national program awards committee for the American Inns of Court. In August 2015, 
the Supreme Court of Texas appointed Humphrey to a three-year term on the Board of Disciplinary Appeals (BODA). 

Humphrey continues to be involved in bar associations at the local, state, and national levels. Locally, she received a President’s 
Award of Merit from the Lubbock Area Bar Association and was elected to serve as 2015–2016 Treasurer. At the state level, 
Humphrey was elected to serve as the Treasurer of Law-Focused Education, Inc. and serves on the Local Bar Services committee. 
At the national level, she is now a Fellow in the American Bar Foundation, and was selected as the Chair of the 2016–2017 
Negotiation Subcommittee of the ABA Law Student Division’s Competitions Committee. 
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Vaughn E. James 
Judge Robert H. Bean Professor of Law 

Dr. James’s article, Interfaith Relations: Practical Guidelines 
and Steps to Living Together in Harmony, was published in 
the international religious freedom journal, Conscience and 
Liberty, in Spring 2015. 

From June 18 to July 20, 2014, THE SUN weekly newspaper in 
Dominica, West Indies, published a fve-part series of articles 
written by James titled FATCA and You. The series sought to 
educate Caribbeans on the background and implications of the 
Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act passed by the United 
States Congress on March 17, 2010, and signed into law by 
President Obama the following day.  The controversial statute 
was scheduled to take full efect in July 2014. 

James’s latest book, Current Conficts in Law and Religion: 
Cases and Materials, was released in May 2015. 

William R. Keffer 
Visiting Associate Professor of Practice; Director, Energy 
Law Lecture Series; Assistant Director, Bar Preparation 
Resources 

In his inaugural year at the law school, Professor Kefer spoke 
at the Fracturing Impacts and Technologies Conference 
co-sponsored by Texas Tech’s Petroleum Engineering 
Department and the Air & Waste Management Association 
in September 2014. He also contributed to, and was 
responsible for, a chapter of articles to be published in the 
proceedings from that conference, the collection of which 
is titled Hydraulic Fracturing Impacts and Technologies: A 
Multidisciplinary Perspective. Kefer also served as a panelist 
and moderator at the Energy Law Symposium in January 2015, 
co-sponsored by the Texas Tech Law Review and Texas Tech 
Administrative Law Journal. He is also a regular contributing 
columnist for SHALE magazine. 

Amy Jarmon 
Assistant Dean for Academic Success Programs 

Dr. Jarmon served as chair of the Association of American Law 
Schools (AALS) Section on Academic Support until January 
2015. She also served as chair of the Nominations Committee 
and as a member of the Program Committee. She was elected 
to the Section Executive Committee for 2015–2016. 

Jarmon authored articles for the May 2014, September 2014, 
November 2014, January 2015, March 2015, and April/May 
2015 issues of Student Lawyer, the ABA Student Division 
magazine. She also presented a session, “Dilemmas of 
Legal Practice in the United Kingdom,” at a CLE seminar in 
Cambridge, England, sponsored by the Virginia Trial Lawyers 
Association and the University of Waynesburg Stover Center 
for Constitutional Studies and Moral Leadership in July 2014. 
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Arnold H. Loewy 
George R. Killam, Jr. Chair of Criminal Law 

Professor Loewy had two articles published in the Texas 
Tech Law Review this past academic year: The Exclusionary 
Rule as Remedy, and Unintentional Killings, which was 
part of the eighth-annual Criminal Law Symposium. This 
year, he hosted the ninth-annual Criminal Law Symposium 
with several outstanding scholars from the nation’s top 
law schools to discuss the Fourth Amendment in the 21st 
century. Additionally, he has maintained a bi-weekly column 
in the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal called It’s Debatable. His 
speaking engagements included Federalist-sponsored debates 
at UNC School of Law and the University of Houston Law 
Center on the topic of “Universal Collection of DNA.” Loewy 
also participated in a debate at Texas Tech sponsored by the 

John E. Krahmer 
Foundation Professor of Commercial Law 

Professor Krahmer presented a Uniform Commercial 
Code update at the 37th Annual Convention of the Texas 
Association of Bank Counsel. A portion of his presentation 
was published by the Conference on Consumer Finance Law 
in the Consumer Finance Law Quarterly Report. His Annual 
Survey of Commercial Law was published in the digital version 
of SMU Law Review in May 2015. The 2013–2014 edition of 
Texas Practice, Methods of Practice: Uniform Commercial 
Code, and the 2013–2014 Supplements for Volumes 1 & 2 of 
Vernon’s Texas Code Forms Annotated authored by Krahmer 
were published by Thomson West. His 2014–2015 editions of 
these works were published in Fall 2014. 

Secular Law Society on the topic of “Teaching Intelligent Design in Public Schools.” He also participated in a panel discussion 
about “Guns on Campus.” 

Alyson L. Outenreath ’00 
Associate Professor of Law 

Professor Outenreath’s article, Asset Acquisitions: Things That 
Make You Go Hmmm…Are You Really Entitled to that Beloved 
Occasional Sale Exemption? was published in the top-100 
Indiana Law Review. She assisted with several regulatory 
rule-making projects regarding proposed changes to Title 34 
(Public Finance) of the Texas Administrative Code. Outenreath 
was elected to the Texas Tech University Teaching Academy, 
a designation shared by just 20 percent of Texas Tech faculty 
since the Academy’s inception in 1997. She was also elected 
to serve as chair of the State Bar of Texas Tax Section for 
the 2015–2016 term. With more than 2,000 members, the Tax 
Section is the third-largest state-bar tax organization in the 
United States. 
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Dean G. Pawlowic 
Professor of Law 

In July 2014, Professor Pawlowic traveled to Melbourne, 
Australia, to teach a short course on USA Corporations in 
the Global Business Law Program at La Trobe University 
School of Law. Pawlowic has been teaching this short course 
at La Trobe most summers since 2004. In September 2014, 
he was invited to present at the Chapter 7 Panel Trustees 
Seminar in Dallas, where he delivered a paper titled Section 
544 Powers & the Evolution of Causes of Action Belonging 
to the Trustee. Pawlowic continues to assist in coaching the 
Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court team, which represents the 
law school in the Duberstein competition in New York, and in 
the Elliott Cup competition in Houston. 

M. Alexander Pearl 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, Center for Water 
Law and Policy 

Professor Pearl addressed emerging issues in water and 
property law relevant to vineyard owners and agricultural 
entities at the September 2014 Water to Wine Symposium in 
Fredericksburg, Texas. He also presented his work-in-progress 
on trademark rights in the team name and logo for the 
Washington, D.C. professional football team at a symposium 
sponsored by the University of Georgia School of Law. 

Pearl, who served as chair of the AALS Section on Indian 
Nations and Indigenous Peoples, addressed citizenship issues 
among American Indian tribes at the annual AALS conference 
in Washington, D.C. 

At the 2015 Permian Basin Environmental Regulatory Seminar, he discussed the ownership of groundwater in Texas, regulation of 
groundwater extraction, and potential sources of litigation between oil and gas companies and landowners. 

The California Law Review Circuit published his article, How to Be an Authentic Indian, in November 2014. His article, The 
Tragedy of the Vital Commons in Environmental Law, is forthcoming in the top-50 Lewis & Clark Law Review. 

He also delivered a presentation on groundwater extraction and regulation in the context of climate variability to the Texas Tech 
University Climate Science Center faculty. 

Tracy Hresko Pearl 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Law 

Professor Pearl’s article, Restoration, Retribution, or Revenge? 
Time Shifting Victim Impact Statements in American Judicial 
Process, was published the Fall 2014 issue of The Criminal 
Law Bulletin. Her article, Crowd Crush: How the Law Leaves 
American Crowds Unprotected, is forthcoming in the top-100 
Kentucky Law Journal. She presented that article on June 29, 
2015, at the 2nd Annual International and Comparative Urban 
Law Conference at the Sorbonne Law School in Paris, France. 
Pearl also moderated the New Scholars Administrative and 
Environmental Law Panel at the Southeastern Association of 
Law School’s annual conference on August 5, 2014. 
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Jorge A. Ramírez 
Associate Dean for International Programs; Walter and 
Anne Huffman Professor of Law 

Dean Ramírez directed and taught in our 2015 Summer Law 
Program at Vytautas Magnus University (VMU) in Lithuania, 
which celebrated its second year of operation. While there, 
he also chaired one of VMU’s Master Thesis Defense 
Committees, and was asked to address the graduating class at 
commencement for the second year in a row. Ramírez received 
a number of accolades during the 2014–2015 school year. He 
was voted “Man of the Year” by the 2014 graduating class 
at VMU in recognition of his contributions to international 
education for students at both VMU and Texas Tech Law. 
He was named as the inaugural Walter and Anne Hufman 
Professor of Law at Texas Tech Law, and received the 2014 

Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award, which is among the most prestigious honors in the Texas Tech University 
System. Finally, his proposal to spend the next academic year on faculty development leave in Mexico researching and writing 
about recent revolutionary changes in Mexican legal reform was approved by the Texas Tech Board of Regents. 

Richard Rosen 
Glenn D. West Endowed Professor of Law; Director, Center 
for Military Law and Policy 

Professor Rosen wrote the Second Amendment chapter of 
the Aspen book Inside Constitutional Law, published in 2015. 
He and Dean Emeritus Walter Hufman (’77) completed a 
comprehensive treatise on military law titled Military Criminal 
Justice: Administrative and Judicial Procedure (West 2015). 
Rosen also served as the keynote speaker for Texas Tech’s 
Phi Beta Kappa chapter’s annual induction ceremony. He was 
named as the Glenn D. West Endowed Professor in October 
2014. 

Brian D. Shannon 
Paul Whitfeld Horn Professor of Law; Texas Tech University 
Faculty Athletics Representative 

Professor Shannon, who had served as the Charles “Tex” 
Thornton Professor of Law for the last ffteen years, was 
named by the Texas Tech Board of Regents as a Paul Whitfeld 
Horn Professor in March 2015. This is the highest academic 
recognition for a professor at Texas Tech. He joins our other 
two Horn Professors with this distinction, Bill Casto and 
Victoria Sutton. 

Shannon continues to serve as Texas Tech University’s Faculty 
Athletics Representative to the NCAA and Big 12 Conference. 
In that role, he began his second term as president of the 
national 1A Faculty Athletics Representatives Association 

in September. Shannon was also appointed by the NCAA to its newly formed Governing Council for Division 1 collegiate 
athletics programs (representing more than 300 universities across the country). Shannon began his four-year appointment in 
January. In January 2015, Shannon was designated as the parliamentarian for the inaugural business meetings and forum for 
the 65 universities from the fve major athletics conferences (the Big 12, Big 10, Pac-12, SEC, and ACC). That meeting resulted in 
sweeping changes to the scholarship model for student-athletes at these major universities. 

Shannon delivered a number of presentations and lectures throughout the year on topics ranging from athletics governance to 
civil and criminal processes involving persons with serious mental illness. During the American Sniper homicide trial earlier this 
spring, Shannon was interviewed and quoted by a host of media outlets, including the Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and 
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Shannon continued 

ABCNews.com, and he was interviewed on-air for the NBC Nightly News national telecast. 

He also worked with NAMI—Texas (National Alliance for Mental Illness—Texas) to develop a successful grant application to the 
Texas Bar Foundation for funding to support the publication and free distribution of the 5th Edition of his book, Texas Criminal 
Procedure & The Ofender with Mental Illness: An Analysis & Guide. The frst four editions of this book (1994, 2000, 2005, and 2008) 
were all made possible through previous grants from the Texas Bar Foundation and were co-authored by Shannon and the late 
Horn Professor Daniel Benson. The grant award was announced in late April, and Shannon anticipates that the new edition will be 
published by late 2016. 

Robert T. Sherwin ’01 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, Advocacy Programs 

Professor Rob Sherwin’s article Clones, Thugs, ’N (Eventual?) 
Harmony: Using the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to 
Simulate a Statutory Defamation Defense and Make the 
World Safe from Copyright Bullies was published as the 
lead article in the top-50 DePaul Law Review. His article 
Teaching Negotiation to 1Ls, co-authored with Texas Tech Law 
Professors Catherine Christopher, Brie Sherwin, and Adjunct 
Professor Shery Kime-Goodwin, was published in the Winter 
2015 edition of The Learning Curve, the newsletter published 
by the AALS Academic Support Section. 

Sherwin presented The Moot Court Competition Brief and 

Brie D. Sherwin ’01 
Assistant Professor of Law 

Dr. Sherwin’s article The Lizard, the Scientist, and the 
Lawmaker: An Analysis of the Trending Fight over the Use of 
Science under the Endangered Species Act and How to Address 
It was published in Animal Law. She co-authored a piece for 
Environmental Science & Technology titled C60 fullerene soil 
sorption, biodegradation, and plant uptake. 

She was appointed adjunct professor of public health at the 
Texas Tech Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and 
taught Environmental Health Sciences in Spring and Summer 
2015. She also coached three national moot court teams in 
2014–2015, including the National Health Law Competition 
fnalists and the National Energy and Sustainability Law Moot 
Court Competition quarterfnalists and fnalists. 

Pedagogy: How Coaches and Advisors Can Teach When Competition Rules Seem to Prevent It at the Legal Writing Institute Moot 
Court Conference in October 2014. He co-presented Lessons from Our Founding Fathers: The Art of Negotiating as an Inherent 
Principle in Successful Advocacy with Texas Tech Law Professors Catherine Christopher, Brie Sherwin, and Adjunct Professor 
Shery Kime-Goodwin at the Legal Writing Institute Biennial Conference in July 2014. 
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Nancy J. Soonpaa 
Professor of Law; Director, Legal Practice Program 

Professor Nancy Soonpaa gave seven presentations at 
law-teaching and legal-writing conferences during the 
2014–2015 school year, with topics ranging from leadership 
to experiential learning (co-presenting with Professor Rishi 
Batra) to efective pedagogies and assessment. The conference 
sponsors included several regional conferences, the Institute 
for Law Teaching and Learning, and the Association of 
Legal Writing Directors. She also coached two teams for the 
inaugural Energy Law Negotiation Competition at South 
Texas College of Law; one of Texas Tech’s teams placed 
second. 

Soonpaa was invited to help develop a new legal-writing track 
of programming at SEALS for its Summer 2015 conference. She also spoke on efective assessment at that conference. This spring, 
she was elected to a three-year term on the Texas Tech Teaching Academy’s Executive Council. 

Victoria V. Sutton 
Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development; 
Paul Whitfeld Horn Professor; Director, Center for 
Biodefense, Law, and Public Policy 

In October 2014, Dr. Sutton was named to former Texas 
Governor Rick Perry’s Texas Task Force on Infectious Disease 
Preparedness and Response. The task force was created in 
response to the Ebola virus diagnosis in the Dallas area. 

She presented The Truth About Ebola at the Texas State Bar’s 
Military and Veterans Law Section annual CLE. Sutton was a 
keynote speaker at the Houston Global Health Collaborative 
conference held at Rice University, and sponsored the 14th 
Annual Biosecurity Law Symposium at Texas Tech Law. She 
was invited to serve as a panelist alongside the chair of the Ebola Task Force at the plenary session No Longer Science Fiction— 
Emerging Infectious and Tropical Diseases and the New Realities and Risks of World-Wide Pandemics during the Medical World 
Americas Conference and Expo in Houston, Texas. 

Sutton also published a new book titled Emerging Technologies Law (Volume 1). The series applies substantive areas of law to 
various emerging technologies. 

Arturo Torres 
Associate Dean for the Law Library; Professor of Law 

Professor Torres presented “Is Linkrot Destroying Stare 
Decisis?” at the State Bar of Texas 28th Annual Advanced Civil 
Appellate Practice on September 4–5, 2014. 

36 



 

 

 

JUDGE WILLIAM R. SHAVER 
ENDOWMENT IN ETHICS 

Honest, humble, and hard-
working, Judge William 
R. Shaver commanded 
respect inside and outside 
the courtroom. With more 
than three decades of 
service as a district judge in 
Lubbock County, he left a 
lasting legacy of ethics and 
professionalism. 

Shaver’s son Dr. Andy 
Shaver—an internist in 
Lubbock—established the 
Judge William Shaver 
Endowment in Ethics at 
Texas Tech Law shortly 
after his father’s passing 
in 2014. “We could always 
use more ethics in the 
legal profession, and in the 
medical profession for that 
matter,” said Dr. Shaver. “I 
hope aspiring attorneys will 
learn from his example.” 

The endowment will support 
the annual Judge William 
R. Shaver Legal Ethics 

Judge William R. Shaver 

Lecture Series at Texas 
Tech Law. The inaugural 
lecture will feature Judge 
Jennifer Walker Elrod of 
the United States Court 
of Appeals on February 
8, 2016. “Attorneys have a 
responsibility to uphold 
ethical representation,” 
noted Dr. Shaver. “There’s 
no better way to honor Dad’s 
memory than by laying the 
groundwork to do just that.” 

A World War II veteran 
who few 17 missions over 
Japan, Judge Shaver earned 
a bachelor of business 
administration and a law 
degree from Southern 
Methodist University. He 
moved to Lubbock to begin 
his law practice and soon 
joined the Lubbock County 
District Attorney’s Ofce. As 
assistant district attorney, he 
is remembered for delivering 
one of the shortest closing 
arguments in history at the 
time. “I said, ‘If you want that 
type of person turned loose 
in Lubbock County, go back 
and fnd him not guilty,’” 
Judge Shaver later told the 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. 

After ffteen years in private 
practice with Shaver, Hurley 
and Sowder, he served as 
county judge, judge of the 
72nd District Court, and frst 
general counsel of Texas 
Tech University. According 
to his son, he never regretted 
his decision to return to the 
courtroom as judge of the 
140th District Court. “Dad 
had many valuable lessons, 
but perhaps most poignant 
was his advice to pursue 
your passion and let life take 
care of itself,” Dr. Shaver 
refected. 

His father’s passion for 
law was both inspiring and 
genuine. Dr. Shaver recalls 
spirited debates in which 
the judge would staunchly 
defend the American 
legal system against any 
challenge to its authenticity. 
“He believed that if both 
counsel did the best job 
they could, then the system 
worked,” stated Dr. Shaver. 
“You often hear about 
situations in which justice 
was eluded, but it’s important 
to remember that our system 
is only as good as the judges, 
attorneys, and jurors who 
honor it.” 

Revered for his decency, 
Judge Shaver was above 
reproach when it came to 
political ties and the money 
trail behind them. He 
never accepted more than 
$125 in judicial campaign 
contributions, and opposed 
running for a judicial seat as 
Republican or Democrat. “He 
thought the system required 
objectivity rather than 
partisanship, and refused to 
change his principles for the 
sake of winning an election,” 
said Dr. Shaver. 

His reputation for fairness 
resulted in a highly trafcked 
courtroom that handled the 
region’s most challenging 
legal issues. The judge was 
unwaveringly devoted to 
protecting the vulnerable 
and the underprivileged. 
His establishment of 
the Lubbock Juvenile 
Detention Center is often 
cited as his most impactful 
accomplishment. With no 
alternative to traditional 
incarceration, Judge 

Shaver believed that young 
ofenders had a better 
chance for rehabilitation 
when removed from adult 
ofenders. 

“Dad believed there is a 
diference between one’s 
trade and one’s profession,” 
said Dr. Shaver. “The former 
is driven by fnancial 
gain, whereas the latter 
is motivated by societal 
contributions. The same can 
be said for medicine. True 
job satisfaction comes from 
connecting with people and 
promoting the greater good.” 

Dr. Shaver and the School 
of Law hope others might 
contribute to the judge’s 
memory and legacy. 
To make a gift to the 
Judge William R. Shaver 
Endowment in Ethics, 
please call Texas Tech 
Law School Foundation 
Manager Lisa Green at 
(806) 834-6550. 

From supporting aspiring 
criminal law attorneys to 
retaining exemplary faculty 
members, Texas Tech Law 
ofers a wide range of other 
endowments that beneft 
the law school community. 
Contact Development 
Director Kevin Goertzen at 
(806) 834- 1941 to learn how 
you can support an existing 
fund or create your own 
legacy. 

37 



 

 

 

 

DONOR HONOR ROLL 

Texas Tech Law is exceedingly grateful to the following individuals and organizations for their support during the 2015 fscal 
year (September 1–August 31). Your generosity positively impacted our students, faculty, and staf. It has also facilitated many of 
the exciting developments you have read about in this latest issue of Texas Tech Lawyer. If we have overlooked anyone, or if you 
would prefer that your name not be listed in the future, please contact our Ofce of Development at (806) 834-1941 or 
kevin.goertzen@ttu.edu. 

$25,000 and up 
Bryant Edwards Foundation, Inc. 
Car Wreck Masters, PLLC 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
M. D. Anderson Foundation 
Pro Petroleum, Inc. 
The Lanier Law Firm, P.C. 
Douglas ’8513 & Veronica Atnipp 
Mimi Cofey ’94 
Erwin ’75 & Elaine Davenport 
Patrick ’83 & Laura ’831 Gordon 
Mark ’791 & Claudia Grifn 
W. Mark ’8413 & Becky Lanier 
Brian ’871 & Sue Loncar 
Frank ’79 & Denise McDonald 
David ’88 & Heather Poole 
Glenn ’7813 & Christy West 

$10,000–$24,999 
Glasheen, Valles & Inderman, 

L.L.P. 
Meadows, Collier, Reed, Cousins, 

Crouch & Ungerman, L.L.P. 
PeirsonPatterson, LLP 
Texas Association of Counties 
Karl ’72 & Marilyn Cliford 
David Copeland ’821 

Suzan ’711 & Peter Fenner 
The Honorable Kem ’831 & 

Frederick Frost 
S. Todd ’97 & Rebecca ’96 Gibson 
Kevin Glasheen ’88 
Kent & Susie Hance 
Chad Inderman ’04 
The Honorable Philip ’75 & 

Carla Johnson 
William ’77 & Chris ’77 Peirson 
Barbara Runge ’741 & Rusty 

Howard 
David ’7012 & Sarah Segrest 
William & Chris Shaver 
Wade ’8112 & Kim Shelton 
Noe ’93 & Irma Valles 

$5,000–$9,999 
American Board of Trial 

Advocates Central West 
Texas Chapter 

AT&T Foundation 
Craig Smith for Judge 

Field, Manning, Stone, 
Hawthorne & Aycock, P.C. 

Hart Law Firm 
Judge Jordan Campaign 
Lubbock Criminal Defense 

Lawyers Association 
Rip Grifn Companies 
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 

Foundation 
Texas Bar Foundation 
The Texas Association of Bank 

Counsel 
The Honorable John & Carroll 

Akard 
M.C. Carrington ’821 

Darby Dickerson13 

Gerald ’8112 & Deborah Dixon 
James ’73 & Lynn Gill 
The Honorable Mark Greenberg 

’88 
B. R. “Rip” & Geneva Grifn 
Chester ’8112 & Laura Grudzinski 
Thomas Hall ’811 

David ’86 & Nancy Hart 
Stephen ’82 & Karen ’82 Johnson 
The Honorable James Jordan ’773 

Lisa Lambert ’90 
James ’77 & Barbara Leeton 
William ’86 & Cassandra Mateja 
Virginia Shaver 
The Honorable S. Craig ’76 & 

Patricia Smith 
Darryl ’922 & Nancy Vereen 
Edward & Linda Whitacre 

$2,500–$4,999 
Bourland, Wall & Wenzel, P.C. 
Community Foundation of New 

Jersey 
Cox Smith Matthews 

Incorporated 
Craig, Terrill, Hale & Grantham, 

L.L.P. 
Crenshaw, Dupree & Milam, L.L.P. 
Mitchell, Gof & Mitchell, L.L.P. 
Mullin, Hoard & Brown, L.L.P. 
Sprouse Shrader Smith, PLLC 
The Miller Law Firm 
Thompson & Knight 

Foundation, L.L.P. 

Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Weller, Green, Toups & Terrell, 

L.L.P. 
R. Andy & Shelagh Aycock 
Gerry3 & Margaret Beyer 
W C ’751 & Barbara Bratcher 
Perry Cockerell ’80 
Robert & Dana Craig 
Martin ’74 & Sharon Dies 
Dan ’83 & Mary Ann ’83 Fergus 
T. Mike & Jayne Field 
Guy Fields ’74 
Louis ’81 & Susie Gregory 
Kent ’80 & Cynthia Hale 
Art ’961 & Stephanie ’97 Hall 
Samuel ’96 & Thresa Hawthorne 
Jefrey ’961 & Amanda Hellberg 
Michael ’811 & Marcy Henry 
Alfred Herrera 
Ken & Kathy Johnson 
Roger ’761 & Ann Key 
Nevill ’74 & Ann ’84 Manning 
Michael ’85 & Diana Miller 
Carmen Mitchell ’821 & Ben Gof 
Michael ’89 & Brandi Mitchell 
George ’03 & Georgann 

Muckleroy 
Douglass ’821 & Angie Robison 
Richard ’821 & June Roper 
Michael Sawaya ’75 
Paul Staford ’9413 

Stephen & Dianne Stone 
Grady ’76 & Kathy Terrill 
Jessica ’951 & Adam Thorne 
Mitch Toups ’822 

Diana Valdez ’041 

Geofrey ’861 & Diane ’86 
Weisbart 

Mark ’821 & Terry ’79 White 
Jo Ben ’731 & Diane Whittenburg 

$1,000–$2,499 
Assurant Employee Benefts 
Boyd & Associates 
Cotton, Bledsoe, Tighe & 

Dawson, PC 
E. Lee Parsley, P.C. 
First Financial Bankshares, Inc. 
JA Associates of New Mexico, 

LLC 

LawProse, Inc. 
LexisNexis 
Montgomery County 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Saf, 

Paxson & Galatzan, P.C. 
NAMI Texas, Inc. 
State Bar of Texas 
Texas Tech Law Review 
The Center for American and 

International Law 
TTU Hispanic Law Student 

Association 
West Academic 
The Honorable Gary ’91 & Lorrie 

Bellair 
Oran ’75 & Linda Berry 
Robert & Bennie Bledsoe 
The Honorable Jefrey & Elaine 

Powell Bohm 
Samuel ’77 & DeLilah Boyd 
Michael ’79 & Andrea Broker 
C. B. ’90 & Charles High Burns 
Ben ’80 & Marsha Campbell 
Russell ’95 & Melissa ’95 Cawyer 
David & Alice Clark 
The Honorable Weldon ’76 & 

Cynthia Copeland 
Michael ’91 & Susan Cuda 
David & Peggy Davis 
Tom ’72 & Melissa Duren 
LaKeisha Forté Wells ’061 & 

Theo Wells 
Karolyne ’061 & Bryan Garner 
Brett ’90 & Cynthia Govett 
Martha Harris ’84 
Jim ’91 & Susan Hart 
Corey ’82 & Kristin Haugland 
Brian ’91 & Carolyn Heinrich 
Sally Henry3 

Richard ’74 & Susan Hile 
Robin Hogan ’95 
James ’78 & Retha Hunnicutt 
Richard Johnson ’92 
Milla Jones 
Melia Jones ’11 
Peter Kelly ’91 
R. ’03 & Toby King 
Kiersten ’05 & Matthew Kita 
Matthew ’84 & Melissa Orwig 
E. Parsley ’89 
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Dean ’85 & Christi Quinn 
Deborah Reeves-Workman ’98 & 

David Workman 
Brian3 & Jeannine Shannon 
James ’80 & Terri Shefeld 
Joseph ’84 & Faye ’84 Sheppard 
Robert ’013 & Brie ’013 Sherwin 
David ’81 & Candace Weinstein 
Gregory ’93 & The Honorable 

Mollee ’941 Westfall 
John ’70 & Louise Wheir 
Herman White 
Philip ’89 & Lois ’91 

Wischkaemper 

$500–$999 
Advantage Benefts Connection 
American College of Legal 

Medicine 
BarBri of Texas 
Coastal Bend Community 

Foundation 
Davis, Gerald & Cremer 
Dixon, Scholl & Bailey, P.A 
Frost Bank 
Gardere, Wynne, Sewell, LLP 
Kaplan 
Law Ofce of Diana Macias 

Valdez, PLLC 
Maddox, Holloman & Moran, P.C. 
McWhorter, Cobb & Johnson, 

L.L.P. 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
Pennsylvania Bar Institute 
Peoples Bank 
Pyle Law Ofce 
SouthWest Bank 
Themis Bar Review 
Wolters Kluwer Law & Business 
Gregg ’88 & Madeleine Abel 
The Honorable Christopher ’95 

& Linda Antclif 
A. Brent Bailey ’92 
James ’92 & Patricia Bethke 
John ’82 & Judi Blakey 
Rodney ’82 & Jenine Bucker 
Dave ’81 & Beverly Caddell 
Beto Cardenas ’981 

Austin Carrizales ’13 
Mary Lou Cassidy ’79 
Kyla Cole ’01 
Donna Courville ’943 

J. Michael ’81 & Debbie Criswell 
Alistair & Wendy Dawson 
Michael ’99 & Katherine Denham 
Elizabeth DeSilva ’95 
Michael ’86 & Cathleen ’86 Eady 
Dulan ’84 & Rae Ann Elder 
Rebecca Fink ’00 
J. Thad ’73 & Wendy Floyd 
Gregory Fouratt ’95 & Anita Perry 
Nathan ’78 & Marian Grifn 
Russell Gunter ’00 
Cynthia ’09 & John Hall 
David ’78 & Kay Hammer 
Henry Hardwick ’87 
Megan Harkins ’11 

Harlan ’77 & Jackie Hefelfnger 
Michael ’99 & Renee Holley 
Scotty ’83 & Terry Holloman 
Garry ’80 & Debbie Howe 
Walter ’773 & Kathy Hufman 
D. Thomas & Ruthie Johnson 
T. Dale3 & Lilla Jones 
Robert ’81 & Louise Kefer 
E. Paul ’81 & Beverly Keifer 
Bruce3 & Marilyn Kramer 
Richard ’95 & Toni Lancaster 
James & Sue Maddox 
Michael ’98 & Maria ’98 McCabe 
Mary ’83 & Donald Brown 

McLarty 
Owen ’75 & Carol McWhorter 
Marion Moss ’92 
The Honorable Judy ’85 & D. 

Scott Parker 
Jefrey ’94 & Sabrina Parras 
Norval & Mary Pollard 
E. Thomas ’96 & Elizabeth Pyle 
Rebecca Ramirez ’05 
Fred ’80 & Kimblyn Raschke 
Rhonda ’88 & Terry Rhodes 
Benjamin Robertson ’12 
J. Andrew ’82 & Karyn Rogers 
Gulpreet Singh 
Brock ’75 & Angela Smith 
Thomas Smith ’78 
Larry3 & Amelia Spain 
Todd ’96 & Jodi Spake 
Bruce ’73 & Barbara Turner 
John Valdez ’04 
W. Burgess ’73 & Margaret Wade 
The Honorable Thomas ’80 & 

Marilyn Walston 
Robert3 & Betty Weninger 
The Honorable Jef ’711 & Karla 

Wentworth 
The Honorable Donald ’73 & 

Barbara Windle 
Tacie ’02 & Andrew Zelhart 

$250–$499 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinemas, Ltd. 
Alderson Enterprises, L.P. 
Chase & Walls, PLLC 
Cooksey & Marcin, PLLC 
Curry Law Firm 
Don R. Windle, P.C. 
Franks & Pleasant, LLP 
Kraft & Hunter, LLP 
Law Ofce of Isaias Solorzano 
Lubbock Area Foundation, Inc. 
MehafyWeber, P.C. 
Rafael Rodriguez Law Ofce 
Shahan Guevara Decker Arrott 

Law Firm 
State Bar of Texas 
Student Bar Association 
The Law Ofce of Michael R. 

Mitchell, PC 
The Liggett Law Group, P.C. 
Werge Law Firm PLLC 
West Texas Bankruptcy Bar 

Association 

Pat Alderson 
David & Lisa Alderson 
Nicholas Arrott ’09 
Stephanie Basom ’14 
Julia Bella ’03 
Meryl ’063 & Dustin3 Benham 
Brandon Berg ’04 
Jerry ’77 & Quay Bratton 
Clark Butler ’95 
Tony & Beth Cardinal 
Tom ’77 & Lori Carr 
The Honorable Richard ’73 & 

Brenda Carter 
Curry Cooksey ’82 
Blake ’08 & Lindsey Crawford 
J.L. (Buddy) ’76 & Sharon Curry 
Tamara ’00 & Greg Duncan 
Barbara Ellis ’94 
Lee Franks 
Joseph ’91 & Kayse Fulcher 
Julie Grandt ’12 
Elizabeth ’91 & Gary Gunter 
George ’85 & Katherine Haratsis 
Douglas Harvey ’07 
Terry ’96 & Douglas Hawkins 
Michela Heth 
Sam Hicks ’84 
Dustin ’98 & Jennifer Hunter 
Mai ’95 & Matthew Isler 
Jason ’11 & Amanda Jordan 
Teddy  & Theane Kapur 
Rachel Kingrey 
John3 & Sandra Krahmer 
Ted ’94 Helen Liggett 
Michael ’97 & Tara Maguire 
Casey Marcin ’05 
Byron & Wanda Martin 
Randy ’86 & Donna Martin 
Lorna ’14 & Nicholas McMillion 
Robert ’95 & Lydia McStay 
Oscar Mendez ’08 
Patrick Metze3 

The Honorable Robert ’86 & 
Robbie Newsom 

Christopher Nichols ’01 
Gregory ’96 & RaeJean Noschese 
The Honorable Cathleen ’81 & 

Gary Parsley 
Dean3 & Rosalie Pawlowic 
Laura Beth ’06 & Brian Pleasant 
Jorge Ramirez3 

Tamara ’96 & John ’97 Reno 
Ronnie ’95 & Lanelle Samms 
Gary ’90 & Amy ’90 Sanders 
James ’75 & Carol Shaw 
Steven & Paige Siege 
Jan & Leonard Simnacher 
Gail Smith 
Isaias ’12 & Crystal Solorzano 
Tom & Sherri Stanfeld 
Max ’76 & Carol Tarbox 
Larriet ’80 & Johannes Thomas 
Bill ’78 & Jana Turner 
Karl ’871 & Laura Vancil 
Richard ’82 & Melissa Waggoner 
Rick Weaver 
Arthur ’12 & Denise Werge 

Jonathan ’092 & Lindsay 
Wilkerson 

The Honorable N. Keith ’78 & 
Debbie Williams 

Katherine Willis ’01 
Timothy Winter 
The Honorable Cara ’77 & Kevin 

Wood 
Yong ’99 & Leslie Wood 
Mason ’83 & Karen Woodruf 
Steven ’98 & Angela Zahn 

$100–$249 
Brinker International 
Bruce E. Turner, P.C. 
Cactus Theater 
F-W Partnership 
Gault & Gault 
King Shakey Promotions 
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas 
Mankof Family Foundation 
McCleskey, Harriger, Brazill & 

Graf 
Overton Hotel & Conference 

Center 
Portfolio Recovery Associates, 

Inc. 
Tarbox Law, P.C. 
Texans for Jef Boyd 
Warren New Attorney-at-Law 
Johnny ’73 & Diane Actkinson 
Selina Alaniz ’08 
Jennifer ’85 Cody Aufricht 
Joseph ’08 & Mary ’07 Baker 
Janet ’79 & Bruce Baker 
Jamie Baker3 

Jennifer Bard3 

Rishi Batra3 

Brady ’13 & Janaye Behrens 
R. Max ’85 & Sherry Best 
Robert Black ’80 
Stephen3 & Jana Black 
Carey ’70 Ruth Boethel 
Richard ’80 & Sheralyn Bowersock 
Thomas ’73 & Moon Bowman 
Martha Brown ’79 
William ’83 & Patricia Brown 
Frank Brown ’99 
Jennifer ’98 & Charles3 Bubany 
David Buchanan ’01 
Sean Buckley ’13 
Adair ’76 & Dale Buckner 
Bryan3 & Susan Camp 
William3 & Pamela Casto 
Eric Chiappinelli3 

Gordon & Catherine3 Christopher 
J. Wesley3 & Glenda Cochran 
Susan Coleman ’76 
Ashley ’98 & Jefrey Cox 
B. Blake ’86 & Heidi ’86 Cox 
William ’76 & Marsha 

Cunningham 
Evaleen Davis ’85 
Russell ’98 & Christine Devenport 
Robert & Tonie Eady 
Edgar ’78 & Charlene Egeland 
James ’78 & Belenda Eidson 
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James3 & Mary Eissinger 
William ’74 & Patricia Fairbanks 
Tyler Frankel 
S. Carl ’79 & Karen Friedsam 
The Honorable Edwin (Scott) ’87 

& Paige Frost 
George Gault ’77 
John ’00 & Jerri Gauntt 
Joseph ’08 & Jennifer Gentry 
Elizabeth Glass ’92 
Jarod3 & Leisha Gonzalez 
Joseph Gore ’13 
Claude & DeLeith3 Gossett 
Don Graf 
Dean Greer ’77 
Anna Gryska ’14 
Michael Guzman 
The Honorable Mackey ’74 & 

Antoinette Hancock 
Jane Harriger 
Colleen Harris ’93 
Holly ’05 & Shawn Haselof 
Mike & Molly Hatchell 
Patti Hedgpeth-Garcia ’98 & 

Gilbert Garcia 
The Honorable Mike ’85 & 

Melissa Herrera 
John Hightower ’15 
Elizabeth Howard ’13 
Cecilia Hufstedler Morgan ’773 & 

John Morgan 
Wendy Humphrey ’013 

Raymond Jobe ’84 
Lynn Johnson ’79 
William3 & Elizabeth Kefer 
John ’73 & Melissa Keithly 
Karl ’91 & Traci Koen 
Beth Kramer ’85 
Russell ’90 & Margaret ’90 

Leachman 
Angie ’00 & Vaughan Lee 
Rhonda ’93 & Jefry Lewis 
Arnold3 & Judith Loewy 
Jack Looney ’82 
Elizabeth Lutton ’85 
Kevin ’02 & Heidi Maher 
Michael Maloney ’74 
Jefrey ’86 & Staci Mankof 
Annette Marple ’73 
The Honorable Kimberly ’94 & 

Troy Maura Gamble 
Mark ’02 & Cindy McBrayer 
Donald ’78 & Sarah McDermitt 
Cory ’08 & Jennifer McDowell 
Stephen ’76 & Velma Menezes 
Mark ’06 & Krystal Methenitis 
Jefrey ’91 & Leigh Moore 
Alison Myhra3 

J. David ’76 & Ainsley Nelson 
Jack Nelson 
Warren ’77 & Pamela New 
Roger Nichols ’89 
Jonathan ’12 & Caroline ’12 

Nowlin 
Joshua ’99 & Natalie ’00 

Olszewski 
Mark ’84 & Cynthia ’84 Osborn 

Alyson Outenreath ’003 

Randal ’75 & Willedee Patterson 
Lawrence Piccagli ’92 
Gay Pulner ’05 
The Honorable Cecil ’70 & Ann 

Puryear 
Luke ’05 & Adriann ’05 Ragsdale 
Frank Ramos3 

Deena Reynolds ’08 
Karen ’93 & Jodie Rhone 
John ’01 & Julie Roberts 
Richard3 & Randee Rosen 
Rick ’78 & Debbie Russwurm 
David Sandino 
Aaron ’81 & Michele Sanger 
Tom ’73 & Abigail Sawyer 
The Honorable Daniel ’84 Kelli 

Schaap 
Matthew ’94 & Michelle ’94 

Schroeder 
Mark ’97 & Christina Schwartz 
Tom ’06 & Kyla Sell 
Mitzi Shannon 
Nathan Shore ’10 
The Honorable William ’76 & 

Kaye Smith 
Sharon ’84 & James Smith 
Clinton Snow ’07 
Emily Somervill ’98 
Nancy Soonpaa3 

James ’85 & Andrea Sowder 
Stacy Stockard ’092 

Jack Stofregen ’74 
W. Rick ’82 & Cerena Suarez 
Edward ’82 & Donna Tanner 
Andrew ’09 & Natasha Taylor 
Rosalyn ’98 & Todd Tippett 
Arturo3 & Carrie Torres 
Veronica Trevino ’09 
Ceren Unal ’10 
Robin ’82 & Nancy Welch 
Chasity ’08 & Christopher Cooper 
The Honorable Rebecca 

Westfall ’76 
The Honorable Melody ’882 & 

Edward Wilkinson 
The Honorable James ’88 & 

Angie Womack 
The Honorable Jim ’71 & Pat 

Wright 
Bobby & Caryl Wyatt 

Other Amounts 
Back 40 Grill and Bar 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Law Ofce of Andrew K. Rozell 
The Snell Law Firm, PLLC 
West Crust Pizza 
Alan & Kari3 Abitbol 
Roman Aguilera ’09 
Dace & Jo Ann3 Altman 
Joseph Austin 
Jesse ’08 & Marissa Blakley 
The Honorable Lisa ’86 & 

Eugene Bronchetti 
Mike ’81 & Carla Calfn 
Brad ’98 & Melissa Callaway 

Linda Canning 
Amanda Catlin ’02 
Yolanda Cavazos 
Lawrence & Dolores Chaudoir 
Tracy Cofman3 

Eric ’87 & Kelly Coll 
Kyle ’08 & Devon Conklin 
James ’80 & Nina Cox 
Robert ’95 & Amber Crumpler 
Lawrence ’99 & Julie ’99 Doss 
Keith ’12 & Lindsay Drennan 
John Driscoll 
Hodgson Eckel ’95 
Jonathan Foster ’14 
Jefrey ’87 & Marietta Gamso 
Paul Gatz & Marley Nelson 
Kevin Goertzen3 

Lisa Green3 

Patricia Greenspan 
The Honorable Shane ’92 & 

Amanda Hadaway 
Andrew ’02 & Nettie Davidson 

Hawkins 
Brooke Hendricks-Green ’06 & 

Marty Green 
Andrew Heston ’14 
Stephen Higdon ’13 
Kelly ’83 & D.D. Hofman 
Corby ’98 & Tira ’98 Holcomb 
Marilyn Houghtalin ’93 
Sherylynn Kime-Goodwin ’943 & 

Robert Goodwin 
Richard ’03 & Sheila Lannen 
John ’12 & Ashley ’12 Larios 
Scott Larson ’99 
Andrew ’08 & Melynda LeMieux 
Brad Levy ’08 
Brandon ’01 & Mindy Logan 
Erica Lux3 

Errin Martin ’01 
Mark ’84 & Rebecca Matson 
Thomas ’88 & Shannon McIlhany 
Myrna ’96 & John Montemayor 
Melinda Moore3 

Dario & Elma3 Moreno 
Terri Morgeson ’033 

Michael & Rebecca Moss 
Lisa Moye-Knight ’87 & Craig 

Knight 
W. Mike & Jerilynn Millican 
Richard “Chip” Murphy3 

Kate Murphy ’13 
Gary ’89 & K. Evette Orren 
Patrick & Jennie3 Payne 
Bryce ’12 & Heather ’12 Pearcy 
Alexander3 & Tracy3 Pearl 
Steven & Kelly Percifeld 
Christopher ’97 & Julie Richie 
Victor ’09 & Stuti Rodriguez 
Andy ’82 & Marjorie Rozell 
Jessica Rugeley ’14 
Elizabeth ’06 & Zachary Ryan 
Matthew ’09 & Morgan Sapp 
Mackenzie Shelton 
Barry ’81 & Donna Sheridan 
Christine ’05 & David Stroud 
Stephen Taylor ’06 

Michele Thaetig3 

Luther ’86 & Mary Thompson 
Jennifer Vielman 
Cynthia Villanueva ’04 
Kimberly Warminski ’05 
John3 & Karen Watts 
Gary ’92 & Nadine Welch 
Kendra Wiley ’10 
Donna Williams3 

Bryan Wilson ’13 
Leona Wyatt 

1– Foundation Board; 2– Alumni Association Executive Committee; 3– Faculty/Staf 40 



“Thank you to the 
Trustees of the Texas 
Tech Law School 
Foundation Board for 
your generosity of time 
and resources. We 
appreciate you and your 
service to Texas Tech 
Law.” 

—Dean Darby Dickerson 

Pictured: 
W C Bratcher ’75 

M. C. Carrington ’82 
Darby Dickerson 

Gerald G. Dixon ’81 
Suzan E. Fenner ’71 
Thomas G. Hall ’81 

Roger A. Key ’76 
Wade B. Shelton ’81 
Paul K. Staƒord ’94 

Jessica W. Thorne ’95 
Glenn D. West ’78 

Not pictured: 
Douglas C. Atnipp ’85 

Beto Cardenas ’98 
David W. Copeland ’82 

Kem Thompson Frost ’83 
Karolyne H. C. Garner ’06 

Laura P. Gordon ’83 
Mark Gri™n ’79 

Chester W. Grudzinski, Jr. ’81 
Art A. Hall ’96 

Jeƒrey W. Hellberg, Jr. ’96 
Mike J. Henry ’81 

W. Mark Lanier ’84 
Brian U. Loncar ’87 

Carmen S. Mitchell ’82 
Douglass C. Robison ’82 
Richard B. Roper, III ’82 

Barbara K. Runge ’74 
David H. Segrest ’70 

Mitchell A. Toups ’82 
Diana M. Valdez ’04 

Geoƒrey D. Weisbart ’86 
LaKeisha Forté Wells ’06 

Jeƒ Wentworth ’71 
Mollee E. Westfall ’94 

Mark D. White ’82 
Jo Ben Whittenburg, III ’73 
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