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Chris Jenks is the Senior Law of War Advisor for the U.S. 
Army Judge Advocate General (JAG) Corps and a Professor 
of Law at the SMU Dedman School of Law in Dallas, Texas. 
He is also a Senior Fellow at West Point’s Lieber Institute for 
Law and Warfare, a Council Member at the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sanremo, Italy, and a 
member of the American Law Institute. 

Previously, he served as the Senior International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) Advisor at the Office of Global 
Criminal Justice in the Department of State. He has also 
been a Resident Fellow at the Center for Autonomy and Artificial Intelligence at the 
Center for Naval Analysis and served as Special Counsel to the General Counsel for the 
Department of Defense. 

Professor Jenks has appeared before an International Criminal Court Appeals Chamber 
and has been recognized as a law of war expert by a U.S. Federal District Court. He has 
presented at a United Nations meeting on autonomous weapons and was a member of 
the U.S. delegation at several sessions. Additionally, he represented the United States 
during one of the UN’s Sixth Committee sessions on the International Law Commission’s 
Draft Articles on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity. 

Professor Jenks served twenty years in the U.S. Army, initially as an Infantry officer and 
later as a Judge Advocate. He participated in operational deployments to Kuwait, Bosnia 
as part of the initial NATO peacekeeping force, and to Mosul, Iraq. In his final military 
assignment, he was the chief of the Army’s international law branch. 

A Fulbright Senior Scholar, Professor Jenks holds LLM degrees from Georgetown Law 
and the Army JAG School, a JD from the University of Arizona College of Law, and a B.S. 
from the United States Military Academy. 


