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i Adjunct Lectures on
Trans-Atlantic Relations

In The Age Of Terrorism

tured students and faculty April 8 about his experiences in Europe during

the summer of 2003. He discussed what he had learned about trans-
Atlantic relations as they exist today. Stafford was one of sixty Americans chosen to
represent the United States in the German Marshall Fund exchange program with
Europe, which was created after World War II in an effort to foster better trans-
Atlantic relations.

When he traveled, Stafford often heard from Europeans that they were "morti-
fied" by the U.S. response to 9-11, but he said that, "they presented no alternatives
when pressed." He explained that there is an extreme deficiency of understanding
between the two continents.

At the core of the miscommunication seems to be a lack of European understand-
ing of the U.S. mentality and intent, especially regarding the 9-11 attacks.

Stafford traveled to Brussels where he met with representatives of the

European Union, and then to Amsterdam to
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International Court of Justice, and
1Tom EurOpeanS International Criminal Court. From there
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A DJUNCT PROFESSOR and Texas Tech Law Alumnus Paul Stafford lec-

more of the European perspective on the
U.S. and world events.

Stafford talked about the history behind
U.S.-European relations, and said strife
between the U.S. and Europe is nothing
new; it has "always been stressed.” Now, in
an age of terrorism, clear enemies that once
strengthened the relationship against a
common foe are no more. Today we fight, not a common foe, but a nebulous,
undefined enemy. Such "blurred lines cause new friction." Further, Stafford
said, "the U.S. is now a mono-power" rather than having an equal "counter" to
balance that power, as Russia once did, which "causes tension" as well.

Stafford said that the atrocious terrorist attacks on March 11, 2004 in Madrid
may force the people of Europe to reexamine the common position on the war on
terror which is "no longer a U.S. only ... but global problem."

In response to a question from Dean Walter Huffman, Stafford said that he found
the International Court of Justice to be "a lost opportunity" and is instead, "prima-
rily symbolic." He explained that it is "designed to handle international disputes"
and parties in the court can only be nations. He added, "Al-Queda is not a nation";
further, he said that individuals such as Bin Laden who commit international
crimes cannot be brought to trial in the International Court of Justice. Stafford said
that, although it was very attractively designed, so much should be happening there
that is not; he said that so many "disputes need to be heard, but can’t currently" and
added that the International Court of Justice is "a good institution, but needs work
in changing times such as these."

BY JENNIFER DOAK

§ SPEAKS ON PROTECTING

| RE DINOSAUR BONES just dirt? "8
AShould Franz Kafka's executor [
Ny Why You Can't Own It."

[ | "And that s the problem.”

| Rembrandt: Public and Private Rights in

- [} the public."

} VISITING PROFESSOR

| WORKS OF CULTURAL
| SIGNIFICANCE

have destroyed Kafka's papers as
| he was instructed to? How long should it
|| take to translate the Dead Sea Scrolls?
. These are some of the questions posed by ¢
.| Professor Joseph L. Sax on March 29 in the {
|| Law School Forum in his lecture, "Our [
| Common Heritage: What You Can't Own, and

‘The rule is that you can own just about any-
| thing," Sax said. "With the exception of human ¢
|| beings, you can buy and own just about any-
_ thing. And as long as you don't harm anybody;,
you can do anything you want with it."

This would include throwing priceless
pieces of art into the furnace, Sax said. Or
denying the public any access to the works, |

In his book, Playing Darts with a

| Cultural Treasures, Sax argued that collec- |
tors who deny the public access to great
| works of art or national treasures or archeo- - |
| logical finds are doing a disservice to
| mankind as a whole.

| According to the book, Sax proposed that
|| an owner of such works becomes “a fortu-
| nate, if provisional, trustee, having no right to
|| deprive others who value the objects as
|| much as they do themselves."

|| During his lecture, Sax traced the concept |
| | of common heritage from Greek times to the
| end of the French revolution, when the
| Louvre was changed from a palace to a pub-
| lic museum, to modern times in America [
| where, "there is no notion whatever of an
| obligation to make these things available to

Sax visited Tech Law for two days as part
| ofthe national Order of the Coif Distinguished  §
| Visitor Program. He is the James H. House
|| and Hiram H. Hurd Professor of Law at the |
|| University of California at Berkeley. Sax also
| visited with several property classes and
|| spoke on water law.

: In introducing Sax, Dean Walter Huffman
| said Sax is widely regarded as the dean of
|| America’s environmental law scholars. ‘It is
. an extreme honor to have someone of his
| caliber come here," Huffman said.
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