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PROGRAM - SYNOPSIS

Fleeing their ancestral home, Orfeo and his artist wife, Euridice, cross war-torn 
lands, poverty-stricken country sides, and a great river in search of safety and 
security. Upon reaching the shores of their new home, however, the couple is 
stricken by tragedy as Euridice is pulled back into the river and disappears into 
the darkness leaving only her sketchbook behind. Orfeo and other refugees 
mourn her death until, overwhelmed by grief, he sends them away. At the height 
of his despair, a mysterious stranger appears offering him hope, an enchanted 
instrument, and armor. The stranger, Amore, explains that the gods have taken 
pity on Orfeo and will offer him a chance to reclaim his wife from the darkness. 
But there is a catch – he cannot look at her or explain the situation until their 
journey home is complete. Despite his trepidation, Orfeo accepts the challenge 
and heads out to find Euridice.
 
Returning to a land of desperation, Orfeo reaches a morgue in which Euridice’s 
body is kept. The spirits of those who also died enroute to a new life do not 
welcome his presence. Orfeo soothes them with music, and they soon allow him 
to enter Elysium where he marvels at its beauty and serenity. Amore arrives with 
Euridice, and the couple begins their journey back to safety.
 
In an attempt to reach the realm of the living, Orfeo pulls Euridice through the 
darkness. Exhausted and confused, Euridice begs for Orfeo to comfort her. 
Orfeo, remembering the rules laid out by the gods, refuses, sending Euridice 
spiraling into despair. Growing more and more despondent, Euridice’s cries 
weaken Orfeo. He takes her in his arms, and, as Amore had warned, she dies. 
Overwhelmed by grief and unsure if he can go on without her, Orfeo resolves to 
kill himself. Amore steps in, and, again taking pity on Orfeo, brings Euridice back 
to life.

SETTING
Present day: a refugee camp on the banks of a river. 
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SPECIAL THANKS

The School of Music Opera Theater would like to express their sincere 
appreciation to the entire School of Music faculty, and especially to the applied 

voice and applied instrumental faculty for their invaluable and much appreciated 
instruction, guidance, and dedication. We would also like to thank the faculty 

and staff of the School of Theatre & Dance.



UPCOMING EVENTS
Concert Band and Symphonic Band
Monday, November 25 | 7:30 pm
Buddy Holly Hall - Crickets Theater

Tuba Christmas
Sunday, December 1 | 4:00 pm
Buddy Holly Hall - Crickets Theater

Carol Concert
Monday, December 2 | 7:30 pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

Lubbock Chorale
Saturday, December 7 | 7:30 pm
Buddy Holly Hall - Crickets Theater

Vernacular Music Center 
Winter Solstice
Thursday, December 12 | 8:00 pm
Maedgen Theater

Annie Chalex Boyle and Becca Zeisler Faculty Recital
Wednesday, January 29 | 12:00pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

Pianofest Guest Artist Piano Recital 
Friday, January 31 | 12:00pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

Pianofest Faculty Piano Recital 
Saturday, February 1 | 2:00pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

Concert Band and Symphonic Band 
Monday, February 3 | 8:00pm
Hemmle Recital Hall 

Daniel del Pino Faculty Chamber Recital 
Friday, February 7 | 6:00pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

String Orchestra 
Monday, February 8 | 7:30pm
Hemmle Recital Hall

Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Monday, February 10 | 7:30pm
Hemmle Recital Hall 


