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SYNOPSIS

PROLOGUE

Suffering from writer’s block and drinking heavily, the poet E.T.A. Hoffmann 
stumbles into Luther’s tavern accompanied by his young friend Nicklausse (who 
is actually his Muse in disguise). While awaiting his lover, the famous opera 
singer Stella, to finish a performance of Don Giovanni, Hoffmann is convinced by 
a group of students to entertain them with a story. However, his mind wonders to 
memories of lost love. When Hoffmann notices Lindorf, his rival in the pursuit of 
Stella’s affections, the two trade insults until Nicklausse intervenes.  Hoffmann, 
feeling a sense of dread, begins to tell the patrons of the bar the tragedies of his 
three past loves.

 
ACT I

Paris, some years earlier. The inventor Spalanzani has built an automaton, 
Olympia. Hoffmann has become obsessed with this life-like doll. When 
Coppélius, a former business partner to Spalanzani, sells Hoffmann some magic 
glasses, Hoffmann becomes convinced that Olympia is a real woman. When 
Coppélius demands his share of the profits that the two inventors expect to 
make from the doll, Spalanzani gives him a worthless check. In a demonstration 
of her abilities, Olympia shows off her vocal prowess accompanied by harp. 
Left alone with her, Hoffmann declares his love, causing Olympia to “glitch.” 
All return for a waltz led by Hoffmann and Olympia. When Olympia begins to 
spin out of control, Hoffmann is knocked to the ground and his glasses break. 
Olympia is returned to her room where Coppélius is waiting to seek revenge on 
Spalanzani for stiffing him.
 

ACT II

Venice, a few years later. At a party, a courtesan named Giulietta introduces 
Hoffmann to her current lover, Schlémil. The villain Dappertutto, who has already 
collected Schlémil’s shadow, convinces Giulietta to steal Hoffmann’s reflection 
by offering her a large diamond. As Hoffmann is about to depart, Giulietta 
seduces him into confessing his love for her. Schlémil returns and accuses 
Giulietta of having left him for Hoffmann, who realizes with horror that he has 
lost his reflection.



 
ACT III

Munich. Antonia has been whisked away from Paris by her father, Crespel, 
who believes that her singing is killing her as it killed her mother. He also 
believes that her affair with Hoffmann was inspiring her to sing. After searching 
for her, Hoffmann arrives at her home in the hopes of understanding why she 
disappeared. Seeing each other for the first time in many months, Hoffmann and 
Antonia sing of the future causing Antonia to grow weak and begin to cough 
violently. Hearing her father, Antonia leaves, but Hoffmann stays behind in an 
attempt to find out the truth of their departure. Hiding in the room, Hoffmann 
overhears an argument between Crespel and Dr. Miracle, whom Crespel blames 
for his wife’s death. Now understanding the situation, Hoffmann begs Antonia 
to stop singing, and she reluctantly agrees. Promising to return, Hoffmann 
leaves. Dr. Miracle appears, conjuring the figure of Antonia’s mother, and the two 
convince Antonia to sing, leading to her death.
 

EPILOGUE

Having finished his tales, Hoffmann is left despondent. When Stella arrives, he 
mistakes her for his three former loves. Offended, Stella leaves with Lindorf. 
Shedding her disguise, the Muse convinces Hoffmann that his heart will be 
healed through creativity. Inspired, Hoffmann begins to write again.
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