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(Parthenium incanum), lechuguilla (Agave
lechuguilla), candelilla (Euphorbia antisyphilitica),
leatherstem (Jatropha dioica), four-wing saltbush
(Atriplex canescens), allthorn (Koeberlinia spinosa),
agarito (Berberis trifoliolata), as well as several
species of cacti (Echinocereus sp., Mammillaria sp.,
Opuntia sp.)

Historically, desert grassland (Fig. 5) was the
dominant plant community throughout the area. Al-
though a considerable portion of this habitat type has
been modified by about 150 years of grazing by do-
mestic livestock, a substantial amount of grassland re-
mains in the park (Schmidly, 1977a; Powell, 1988).
Species of grasses that dominate desert grassland in-
clude blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), side-oats grama
(B. curtipendula), chino grama (B. ramosa), black
grama (B. eriopoda), tobosa grass (Hilaria mutica),
needlegrass (Stipa sp.), and bluestem (Bothriochloa
sp.). Other plants frequently associated with these grass-
land habitats include sotol (Dasylirion sp.), prickly pear
cactus (Opuntia sp.), and yucca (Yucca sp.), to name a
few.

Water-associated or riparian habitats are scattered
throughout the park wherever seeps, springs, streams,

or rivers exist. Although only a small fraction of the
habitats of the park can be described as riparian, this
habitat may be the most significant in terms of biologi-
cal diversity. The riparian flora of the interior of the
park (Fig. 6) primarily consists of cottonwoods
(Populus sp.), willows (Salix sp.), and seepwillows
(Baccharis sp.), but often includes other plants such as
catclaw acacia (Acacia berlandieri), common button-
bush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), walnut (Juglans
sp.), and deergrass (Muhlenbergia sp.). Riparian habi-
tats adjacent to the Rio Grande (Fig. 7) are dominated
by salt cedar (Tamarix sp.), giant reed (4rundo donax),
common reed (Phragmites australis), tree tobacco (Nic-
otiana glauca), and various short grasses.

Juniper roughland (Fig. 8) occurs only sparsely
at higher elevations in isolated areas of the park. Such
areas include the northern rim of the Solitario and the
slopes of Cienega Mountain. This habitat is composed
of stands of red-berry juniper (Juniperus pinchotii) in
rocky, upland terrain. Associated vegetation may in-
clude various scrub species such as ocotillo, creosote,
acacia, and prickly pear cactus. See Butterwick and
Lamb (1976), and Butterwick and Strong (1976a;
1976b; 1976¢) for a comprchensive list of plants at
BBRSP.

Figure 5. Typical desert grassland habitat of Big Bend Ranch State Park.
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Figure 7. Typical riparian habitat found along the Rio Grande of Big Bend Ranch State
Park.
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Figure 8. Juniper roughland habitat of Big Bend Ranch State Park.
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