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Figure 5.—Locations where Chaetodipus nelsoni was captured at Big Bend Ranch State Park from January 1994 through
August 1995.
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Figure 7.—Map depicting locations where sympatry was noted amongst the four species of Chaetodipus that occur at
Big Bend Ranch State Park. An open circle with a dot in the center (©) represents sympatry between C. hispidus and
C. eremicus, a closed triangle (A) represents sympatry between C. intermedius and C. nelsoni, a closed square (m)
represents sympatry between C. intermedius and C. eremicus, a closed circle (@) represents sympatry between C.
eremicus and C. nelsoni, and a closed star (%) represents a location where C. intermedius, C. nelsoni, and C. eremicus
were all found in sympatry.
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in sympatry at one locality (Fig. 7). However, these
three species were allopatric in distribution through-
out much of their geographic ranges on the study area
(Figs. 4-6).

Vegetation obviously is an important compo-
nent of the habitats of the species of Chaetodipus in
the Big Bend region of Texas (Schmidly, 1977), as
well as in adjacent areas of northem Mexico (Ander-
son, 1972; Baker, 1956). However, on the Big Bend
Ranch State Park, distribution of these pocket mice is

correlated more closely with substrata than with veg-
etation. Perhaps this is due, in part, to the complex,
mosaic pattern of distribution of vegetation on the area.

The presence of four species of Chaetodipus
on the Big Bend Ranch State Park, sympatric and allo-
patric relationships of the species, and the complex
mosaic of habitats provide unique opportunities for
detailed studies of the relationships between these spe-
cies, as well as ecologic interactions with other spe-
cies of mammals that occur in the area.
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