





GoOETZE AND NELSON.— RECORDS OF MAMMALS FROM Six Texas COUNTIES 3

Reithrodontomys fulvescens.—A male and
female fulvous harvest mouse (MWSU 21550, 21546)
were collected in Mills County on 6 June 1998 at a
locality 3 mi. N Goldthwaite. The habitat was a grassy
valley containing live oak, mesquite (Prosopis
glandulosa), Canadian wild rye (Elymus canadensis),
side-oats grama, and ragweed. These specimens are
the first records of the fulvous harvest mouse for Mills
County.

On 16 March 1999, we captured two female
fulvous harvest mice (MWSU 21529, 21580) 2 mi.
NE Proctor Cemetery in Comanche County. Habitat
of capture was an upland pasture dominated by oak
mottes, little bluestem, and scattered yucca (Yucca sp.)
plants. These mice represent the first reported speci-
mens for Comanche County.

The acquisition of these specimens from the
western Cross-Timbers region helps to clarify the range
of R. fulvescens in this area. Records are available
from Eastland and Brown counties to the northwest,
but no records have been reported from counties im-
mediately south of Mills on the Edwards Plateau
(Goetze, 1998).

Peromyscus attwateri—The Texas mouse is
a common resident of the central portion of the state
(Manning and Jones, 1998), but is not well documented
from the western Cross-Timbers region of Texas. We
herein report this species for the first time from
Comanche and Mills counties to help define its range
in this region.

A female P. attwateri MWSU 21581) was
collected in Comanche County at the intersection of
State Highway 587 and County Road 431 on 28 July
1998. Habitat at this locality was pastureland with
associated vegetation that included post oak, silver
bluesten, and coastal bermudagrass. Another female
Texas mouse (MWSU 21582) was collected on 17
March 1999 at Proctor Cemetery in the aforementioned
county. The capture locality was a riparian area adja-
cent to a small stream. Vegetation included elm trees,
smilax (Smilax sp.), wild plum (Prunus sp.), and
Johnsongrass (Sorghum halapense). Capture of the
Texas mouse in this type of habitat within central Texas
is rather uncommon.

Specimens of P. attwateri have been obtained
from three localities within Mills County. Two indi-
viduals (MWSU 21308, 21309) were obtained from 2
mi. N, 7.5 mi. W Mullin on 28 December 1997. The
capture locality was a rocky slope dominated by junper
and side-oats grama. Three additional individuals
(MWSU 21538, 21539, 21540) were obtained on 12
June 1998, 3.5 mi. S, 1 mi. E Goldthwaite. The col-
lection locality was along a railroad right-of-way and
consisted of shallow, gravelly soils, juniper and live
oak trees, and various species of grasses. Another
Texas mouse (MWSU 21541) was obtained 3.5 mi. S,
1 mi. W Priddy on 18 June. Habitat at this site was a
rocky slope dominated by juniper and side-oats grama.

Peromyscus leucopus.—The white-footed
mouse has been reported throughout Texas, but records
are scarce from some areas within the state. A fe-
male, white-footed mouse (MWSU 21583) was ob-
tained on 28 July 1998, 1.1 mi. NE intersection County
Road 146 and Farm-to-Market Road 588 in Comanche
County. The habitat at this site consisted of a post
oak-mesquite pasture adjacent to an abandoned pecan
orchard. The mouse was nonreproductive. On 17
March 1999, we collected a male and female white-
footed mouse (MWSU 21584, 21585) at Proctor Cem-
etery in Comanche County. Habitat at the locality has
been described in the previous account of P. attwateri.
These records of the white-footed mouse are the first
for Comanche County and help define its range within
the western Cross-Timbers region.

Peromyscus maniculatus.—The distribution
of the deer mouse is not well-documented on the west-
ern Cross-Timbers of Texas, where its occurrence
may be uncommon. The deer mouse is a denizen of
grasslands throughout much of its range in Texas and
thus may be absent from many areas within the Cross-
Timbers.

We have obtained two specimens of P.
maniculatus which represent first records from Mills
County. On 8 June 1998, we collected a female deer
mouse (MWSU 21543) at a loclity 1 mi. N, 1 mi. W
Mullin. That habitat was a mesquite pastureland with
relatively tall grasses. An additional deer mouse
(MWSU 21544) was collected on 18 June 1998, 3.5
mi. S, 1 mi. W Priddy. This mouse was obtained at
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the base of a rocky slope in a stand of tall Johnson-
grass. Closest reported records are from McCulloch
and Burnet counties to the south (Goetze, 1998) and
Eastland and Erath counties to the north (Davis and
Schmidly, 1994).

Peromyscus pectoralis.—The white-ankled
mouse ranges throughout much of western and cen-
tral Texas, but has not been reported previously from
Mills County. On 30 December 1997 we obtained
three individuals (one female and two males; MWSU
21310,21311, 21312, respectively) from a rocky, slope
habitat 3 mi. S, 2 mi. W Mullin. Vegetation at the site
consisted of live oak, juniper, yucca, and prickly pear
cactus (Opuntia sp.). Nearest reported records are
from San Saba, Erath, and Coryell counties (Davis
and Schmidly, 1994).

Sigmodon hispidus.—We have obtained
specimens of the hispid cotton rat from Comanche
and Mills counties, which represent the first reported
records from those counties. There is a noticeable
hiatus in records of this species from the western
Cross-Timbers (Davis and Schmidly, 1994) that these
specimens help to fill.

On 17 March 1999, we collected a female
hispid cotton rat from Proctor Cemetery in Comanche
County. The collection site was in a riparian area that
has been described in the species account of P.
attwateri. We have collected hispid cotton rats from
several sites in Mills County. These localities are listed
below, along with catalog numbers of the specimens.
On 29 December 1997, we collected a male (MWSU
21314) and female (MWSU 21313) hispid cottonrat 3
mi. S, 2 mi. W Mullin in a small valley area. On 6 June
1998, we collected a female S. hispidus MWSU 21515)
3 mi. N Godthwaite in another valley, and on 7 June
1998, one male and two female cotton rats (MWSU
21548, 21549, 21552, respectively) were obtained 2
mi. N Goldthwaite at the base of a rocky slope. An
additional male (MWSU 21556) was obtained on 11
June 1998 from 6 mi. S, 2 mi. E Goldthwaite in a
grassy, mesquite pasture. A male hispid cotton rat
(MWSU 21554) was captured 3.5 mi. S, 1 mi. E
Goldthwaite on 12 June 1998 along a railroad right-of-
way. On 17 June 1998, we obtained a male S. hispidus
(MWSU 21555) 6 mi. S, 0.5 mi. E Goldthwaite adja-

cent to a mesquite-live oak livestock pasture, and on
25 June 1998 we captured a female (MWSU 21547)
cotton rat 2 mi. S, 2 mi. W Goldthwaite in a rocky,
valley dominated by juniper, yucca, and side-oats
grama.

Neotoma micropus.—We have collected the
Southern Plains woodrat at three localities in Mills
County On 7 June 1998, a female (MWSU 21532)
and male (MWSU 21533) N. micropus were collected
2 mi. N Goldthwaite along a rocky slope with juniper
and mesquite vegetation. Two more females (MWSU
21534, 21535) were obtained 3.5 mi. S, 1 mi. E
Goldthwaite on 12 June 1998. This locality was along
an overgrown railroad right-of-way dominated by ju-
niper, mesquite, and Johnsongrass. Finally, a female
(MWSU 21536) and male (MWSU 21537) were col-
lected 3.5 mi. S, 1 mi. W Priddy at the base of a rocky
slope with live oak, juniper, and sumac (Rhus sp.) veg-
etation.

These six specimens represent first records
for Mills County. Davis and Schmidly (1994) included
the northern margin of Mills County within the range
of N. micropus, but the closest reported records were
from McCullock County to the south and Erath County
to the north. Goetze (1998) reported two specimens
from San Saba County immediately south of Mills
County. The addition of Mills County specimens help
delineate the known eastern range of this species within
Texas.

Erethizon dorsatum.—The range of the por-
cupine extends throughout the western half of the state
(Davis and Schmidly, 1994; Manning and Jones, 1998),
but specimen records to support much of this exten-
sive range are scarce. On 13 August 1998, the first
author obtained a partial right ramus fragment with
dentition (MWSU 21591) from an individual that had
been struck by an automobile 3 mi. E Goldthwaite.
Surrounding habitat was a juniper and mesquite pas-
ture with interspersed rocky slopes. The nearest
records of E. dorstaum are from Mason County to the
south (Goetze, 1998) and Erath County to the north
(Davis and Schmidly, 1994).

Vulpes vulpes—The red fox was reintroduced
in the Cross-Timbers region around 1891 (Bailey,















