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Eight species of small mammals were collected
from January 2001 to March 2003 at the Chaparral
Wildlife Management Area, located in Dimmit and La
Salle counties in South Texas. This locality is approxi-
mately 16 km east of Catarina, Texas on FM 133. The
habitat at this site is described as a mesquite-mixed
brush shrubland/savanna. Portions of the site rou-
tinely undergo habitat manipulation, by either mechani-
cal treatments or prescribed burning. Bats were col-
lected from over a shallow, man-made pond located in
amechanically cleared open field. The vegetation sur-
rounding the pond includes mixed grasses and annuals
with species of prickly-pear cactus (Opuntia sp.) and
mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa)/acacia (Acacia
rigidula) bordering the open field. Although most of
these specimens simply represent the first reported
occurrence for a particular county, the presence of
Lasiurus ega at this site documents an especially im-
portant distribution record.

All specimens (TTU numbers) and associated
frozen tissues (TK numbers) were deposited in the
Collection of Recent Mammals in the Natural Science
Research Laboratory, the Museum of Texas Tech Uni-
versity.

Southern Yellow Bat
(Lasiurus ega)

The southern yellow bat, Lasiurus ega, occurs from
the southern United States to Argentina. Collection
records for Texas (Davis and Schmidly 1994) indicate
that the distribution of L. ega is restricted to counties
representative of the coastal region from Brownsville
to Corpus Christi. On 16 March 2003, a female speci-
men of L. ega (TTU 98096; TK 112081) was col-
lected in Dimmit County, Texas (UTM 14-458526E-
3134302N). Other species collected at this locality
included the Brazilian free-tailed bat (Tadarida
brasiliensis) and the evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis).

This locality is at least 160 km northwest of pre-
viously reported localities for specimens collected along
the Texas coast. Additionally, this record represents
the northernmost locality for L. ega. It is not known
if this specimen represents a migratory individual or
whether a resident population exists in this area. Itis
possible that L. ega is expanding its range from north-
ern Mexico into south-central Texas. Davis and
Schmidly (1994) suggested that ornamental palms
(Sabal texana) may offer roosting sites, and that L.
ega may be expanding its range as a result of land-
scaping activities.
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