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As a public research university, Texas Tech advances knowledge 
through innovative and creative teaching, research, and scholarship. 
The university is dedicated to student success by preparing learners 
to be ethical leaders for a diverse and globally competitive workforce. 
The university is committed to enhancing the cultural and economic 
development of the state, nation, and world.
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FROM ITS VERY BEGINNING  
the Texas Tech University community 
has had a sense of destiny and an aware-
ness of the impact it could and would 

have on Texas and the wider world. Originally 
named Texas Technological College, Texas Tech 
opened in 1925 with six buildings, four schools 
(Agriculture, Engineering, Home Economics, 
and Liberal Arts), and an enrollment of 914. 
Texas Tech grew rapidly after World War II, and 
in 1969 the Texas legislature approved a name 
change to Texas Tech University. In the years 
since, Texas Tech has grown to become the larg-
est comprehensive higher education institution 
in the western two-thirds of the state. As the 
only campus in Texas that is home to a major 
university, law school, and medical school, the 
university is the major institution of higher edu-
cation in a region larger than 46 of the nation’s 
50 states.

Today, Texas Tech continues to thrive, with 
more than 36,000 students enrolled in its 11 
colleges: Agricultural Sciences & Natural Re-
sources, Architecture, Arts & Sciences, Jerry S. 
Rawls College of Business, Education, Edward 
E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering, Honors 
College, Human Sciences, Media & Commu-
nication, J.T. & Margaret Talkington College 
of Visual & Performing Arts, and the Graduate 
School, as well as University Programs via the 
Provost’s Office. The institution’s goal is to enroll 
40,000 students by 2020.

Because of its educational scope and purpose, 
as well as the size of the region it serves, Texas 
Tech University operates in numerous Texas lo-
cations beyond the Lubbock campus. In all, the 
Texas Tech University System—which includes 
Texas Tech University, Angelo State University, 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, 
and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Cen-
ter at El Paso—has more than 44,000 students 
enrolled.

A B O U T  T E X A S  T E C H  U N I V E R S I T Y
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S I N C E  T E X A S  T E C H ’ S  F I R S T  
graduation ceremony in the spring of 
1927, more than 200,000 undergraduate 
and graduate degrees have been awarded 

by the university. From these proud graduates 
have emerged captains of industry, world-re-
nowned surgeons, noted authors, famous singers, 
acclaimed teachers and professors, attorneys, en-
trepreneurs, agronomists, scientists, professional 
athletes, and countless others who have claimed 
positions of service and responsibility in a rapidly 
changing world.

Texas Tech University graduates have governed 
states, flown in space, served as Presidential cabi-
net members, won Olympic gold medals, served 
as ambassadors to foreign countries, acted on 
Broadway stages, won Pulitzer Prizes, served in 
Congress, led Fortune 500 companies, and been 
watched by millions on network television news.

Not all graduates will achieve fame and fortune 
in equal measure, but all Texas Tech graduates 
can point with pride to the solid academic prepa-
ration they received and the personal connec-
tions they made as Red Raiders. For beneath the 
spacious skies of West Texas and in the halls of 
brick and tile through which they strolled dur-
ing their time on campus, generations of Texas 
Tech students have been provided a foundation 
for success that is without parallel. As they take 
their first steps into careers that will see many of 
them literally change the world, they can remem-
ber with certainty one important fact about Texas 
Tech University:

From here, it’s possible.
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Saturday, August 11, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Presiding

Processional*

National Anthem

Welcoming Remarks

Introduction of Commencement Speaker

Commencement Address

Conferring of Degrees

Presentation of Doctoral and  
Master’s Degree Candidates

Presentation of Bachelor’s Degree Candidates

Recognition of Outstanding Students  
Class of 2018

Charge to the Graduates

Alma Mater
    (Words on Back Cover)

Recessional*

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec 
President, Texas Tech University

Texas Tech Commencement Band
 Dr. Sarah McKoin, Conductor

Bethany Noelle Herrera
 Graduating with a Bachelor of Music

Mr. John Steinmetz 
Board of Regents, Texas Tech University System

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec

Lamar Smith
 Congressman, 21st Congressional District of Texas

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec
Dr. Michael Galyean 

Provost and Senior Vice President

Dr. Mark Sheridan
 Vice Provost for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs; 
 Dean, Graduate School 

Dr. Randy McBee
 Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Dr. Robin Lock
 Associate Dean, College of Education
Dr. Amy Koerber
 Associate Dean, College of Media & Communication
Dr. William Brown
 Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources
Prof. Jim Williamson
 Dean, College of Architecture

Dr. Michael Galyean

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec

Talisa Desiree Soto
 Graduating with a Bachelor of Music

Texas Tech Commencement Band

C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y

* Please remain seated during the Processional and Recessional
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y

Saturday, August 11, 2018
1:30 p.m.

Presiding

Processional*

National Anthem 

Welcoming Remarks

Introduction of Commencement Speaker

Commencement Address

Conferring of Degrees

Presentation of Doctoral and  
Master’s Degree Candidates

Presentation of Bachelor’s Degree Candidates

Recognition of Outstanding Students  
Class of 2018

Charge to the Graduates

Alma Mater  
(Words on Back Cover)

Recessional*

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec 
President, Texas Tech University

Texas Tech Commencement Band
 Dr. Sarah McKoin, Conductor

Bethany Noelle Herrera
 Graduating with a Bachelor of Music

Mr. Robert Duncan
 Chancellor, Texas Tech University System

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec

Lamar Smith
 Congressman, 21st Congressional District of Texas

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec
Dr. Michael Galyean 

Provost and Senior Vice President 

Dr. Mark Sheridan
 Vice Provost for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs; 
 Dean, Graduate School

Dr. Dennis Arnett
 Associate Dean, Rawls College of Business
Dr. Mitzi Lauderdale
 Associate Dean, College of Human Sciences
Dr. Al Sacco, Jr.
 Dean, Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering
Dr. Rob Stewart
 Senior Vice Provost (presenting for University Studies and Wind Energy)
Dr. Noel Zahler 
 Dean, Talkington College of Visual & Performing Arts

Dr. Michael Galyean

Dr. Lawrence Schovanec 

Talisa Desiree Soto
 Graduating with a Bachelor of Music

Texas Tech Commencement Band

* Please remain seated during the Processional and Recessional
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R

Lamar Smith represents the 21st Congressional District of 
Texas.

He serves as chairman of the Science, Space, and Technol-
ogy Committee, which has jurisdiction over NASA, the 
Department of Energy including its 17 national laboratories, 
the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Science 
Foundation, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology. The Committee 
oversees agency budgets of approximately $40 billion, where 
the primary focus is on research and development.
Congressman Smith also serves on both the Judiciary Com-
mittee and the Homeland Security Committee. He is a former 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee and the Ethics Commit-
tee, making him the only current member of Congress to have 
chaired three committees. He also founded the Border Secu-
rity Caucus and Media Fairness Caucus. 
Representative Smith was ranked the most effective member 
of the House in the 112th Congress (2011-2012) in a study 
jointly conducted by the University of Virginia and Vanderbilt 
University. According to the same study, he was ranked in the 
top 10 percent in effectiveness in the last eight Republican 
Congresses. He also has been named Policymaker of the Year 
by Politico for his work on patent-reform legislation.
A fifth-generation Texan and native of San Antonio, Con-
gressman Smith graduated from Yale University and Southern 
Methodist University School of Law. He and his wife, Beth, 
have an adult daughter and son.
The 21st Congressional District includes parts of Bexar, Travis, 
Comal and Hays Counties and all of Bandera, Blanco, Gil-
lespie, Kendall, Kerr and Real Counties. The district’s popula-
tion is about 700,000. Congressman Smith maintains district 
offices in San Antonio, Austin and Kerrville.
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CONVOCATIONS COMMITTEE
Ms. Heidi Winkler, Chair  
Dr. Courtney Gibson, Co-Chair
Mr. Ian Barba
Ms. Shelley Barba
Mr. Jordan Bell
Dr. Shane Blum 
Dr. Rhonda Boros 
Ms. Luciana Cavazos 
Dr. Julie Chang 
Dr. Danny Choi 
Mr. Don Collier
Dr. Fanni Coward
Dr. John Dawson 
Ms. Amiee Dixon 
Prof. Genevieve Durham 
Dr. Nadia Flores 
Dr. Kristi Gaines
Mr. Samuel Gilbert 
Dr. Roxie Godfrey 
Mr. Ben Haugland 
Dr. Vijay Hegde 
Ms. Laura Heinz
Mr. Adam Howard 
Dr. Catherine Jai
Mr. Jesse Jou 
Mr. Sangram Khandagale 
Dr. David Klein 
Dr. Belinda Kleinhans 
Dr. Jonathan Marks 
Dr. Barent Mccool 
Ms. Shoen Montgomery 
Dr. Mark Moore 
Mr. Damian Pantoya
Dr. Michelle Pearson
Mr. Tom Rohrig
Dr. Jhones Sarturi
Ms. Carrye Syma 
Mr. Jake Syma 
Dr. Marcus Tanner 
Dr. Leslie Thompson
Mr. Von Venhuizen 
Mr. Seth Warren-Crow 
Dr. Richard Watson
Ms. Lynn Whitfield
Ms. Feruzan Williams 
Dr. Aliza Wong 

COLLEGE READERS
Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources –  
 Dr. Warren Conway
Architecture – Mr. Darrick Wade
Arts & Sciences – Dr. David Roach
Business – Mr. Derrick Ginter
Education – Dr. Doug Hamman
Engineering – Dr. Mukaddes Darwish
Graduate School
 9:00 a.m. – Dr. Aaron Zimmerman
 1:30 p.m. – Dr. Tim Dallas
Human Sciences – Dr. Bill Gustafson
Media & Communication – Dr. Todd Chambers
University Programs – Dr. Marcus Tanner
Visual & Performing Arts –  
 Ms. Carol Flueckiger

ADMINISTRATIVE  
REPRESENTATIVES  
Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources –  
    Ms. Savannah Chambers
Architecture – Ms. Anna Martinez-Lopez  
Arts & Sciences – Ms. Kymberli Saldaña 
Business – Ms. Geleah Sharp
Education – Ms. Karen Noles 
Engineering – Ms. Tonette Rittenberry 
Graduate School – Ms. Vanessa Bara 
Honors College – Ms. Cheyenne Belew
Human Sciences – Ms. Ashlee Brown
Media & Communication – 
     Ms. Julia Heard Witt
University Programs – Ms. Kacey Marshall
    and Ms. Alyssa Wagner 
Visual & Performing Arts –  
    Ms. Kathy Nordstrom

STUDENT BANNER BEARERS
Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources –  
 Mr. Weston Allen 
Architecture – Ms. Lauren Hunter
Arts & Sciences – Ms. Morgan Kidd
Business – Ms. Vivian Luu
Education – Ms. Elizabeth De La Cruz
Engineering – Mr. Hrishikesh Das
Graduate School 
 9:00 a.m. – Ms. Mary Stevenson Norman
 1:30 p.m. – Mr. Marc Sutton
Honors College
 9:00 a.m. – Ms. Grace Meehan
 1:30 p.m. – Ms. Elizabeth McKenna
Human Sciences – Ms. Sierra Snyder
Media & Communication – Ms. Mattea  
 Luckstead 
University Programs – Ms. Stevie Michelle 
  Sanchez 
Visual & Performing Arts – Ms. Callie Murray

FACULTY BANNER BEARERS 
9:00 a.m. – Dr. Gary Elbow

Professor of Honors and Geography 
Honors College

1:30 p.m. – Dr. Andrea McCourt
Program Director, Human Resource Development,
University Studies

LIBRARY BANNER BEARERS
9:00 a.m. – Joshua Salmans
1:30 p.m. – Innocent Awasom 

PROGRAM
This program was produced by the Office of 
the Provost in cooperation with the Convo-
cation Committee and the Office of Official 
Publications at Texas Tech University, Garrett 
McKinnon, Director, and Lindsay Hallowell, 
Administrator.

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

MUSIC ENSEMBLE
The commencement music ensemble is 
comprised of students from the Texas Tech 
University School of Music under the direc-
tion of Dr. Sarah McKoin. Their participation 
is funded through the auspices of the Office of 
the President, Texas Tech University. 

This program is an unofficial list of Summer 2018 
graduates and should not be used to determine 

a student’s academic or degree status. The actual 
award of honors reflected on a student’s diploma 

will be determined by the student’s final academic 
average. The university’s official registry for confer-
ral of degrees is the student’s permanent academic 

record kept by the Office of the Registrar.
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DOC TOR OF EDUC ATION

HIGHER EDUCATION  
ADMINISTRATION

Rima Adil
Dissertation: First-year Structured Advising  
Programs and their Impact on Community  
College Student Retention
Major Professor: Stephanie Jones

Rebecca J. Garlick
Dissertation: Faculty Perceptions of the  
Implementation of Integrated Developmental 
Reading and Writing in a Texas  
Community College
Major Professor: Stephanie Jones

Selsa Lucero Lerma
Dissertation: Persistence of First-generation, Part-
time, Hispanic Students in Community Colleges
Major Professor: Stephanie Jones

Donna Leigh Wicker  
Dissertation: An Exploration of Dental Hygiene 
Students’ Experiences with and Perceptions of the 
Effectiveness of the Clinical Learning Environ-
ment for Dental Hygiene Practice Preparedness
Major Professor: Stephanie Jones

DOC TOR OF MUSIC AL ARTS
Benjamin John Hawkinson  

Dissertation: Passagi in Sixteenth-Century 
Sacred Polyphony: Bovicelli’s Regole,  
Passaggi di Musicae
Major Professor: John Hollins

Oryana Racines Smakovic
Dissertation: The Influence of Feet Positioning  
on Posture and Balance of Upper-string  
Instrument Players
Major Professor: Annie Chalex-Boyle

Marc Lynn Sutton
Dissertation: Finding Interpretations: A  
Comprehensive Tempo Analysis of Phrases from 
Commercial Recordings of the Hummel Trumpet 
Concerto using Tempo Maps in Pro Tools
Major Professor: Andrew Stetson

DOC TOR OF PHILOSOPHY

AGRICULTURAL AND  
APPLIED ECONOMICS

Marty R. Middleton  
Dissertation: Uncertainty Effects on Ogallala 
Aquifer Withdrawal: Is Regulation Needed?
Major Professor: Eduardo Segarra

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATION AND 
EDUCATION

Lindsay West Kennedy
Dissertation: An Examination of Experiential 
Learning Theory in Agricultural Communications 
Photography Instruction
Major Professor: Cindy Akers

ANIMAL SCIENCES
Yu Liang

Dissertation: The Effects of Various Nutritional 
Supplements on the Development, Innate  
Immunity, and Gastrointestinal Health  
of Young Dairy Calves
Major Professor: Michael Ballou

Whitney Danielle McGilvray
Dissertation: Effect of Immune System  
Stimulation on Protein Metabolism and  
Amino Acid Utilization in Growing Pigs
Major Professor: Anoosh Rakhshandeh

Zachary Kidd Foster Smith
Dissertation: Evaluation of Coated and Non-
coated Implants in Beef Steers: Live Performance, 
Carcass Traits and Biological Responses
Major Professor: Bradley Johnson

Alyssa Brook Word
Dissertation: Evaluation of Yeast, Nonsteroidal 
Anti-inflammatory, and Metaphylaxis Products in 
Feedlot Cattle: Mitigation of Bovine Respiratory 
Disease and Feedlot Performance
Major Professor: Michael Ballou

BIOLOGY
Nardana Esmaeili

Dissertation: Aiming at Doubling Cotton Fiber 
Yield for the Dry-Land Agricultural Systems by 
Co-Overexpressing AVP1 and OsSIZ1
Major Professor: Hong Zhang

The doctoral degree is the most advanced earned degree conferred by American institutions of higher learning. The doctorate usu-
ally represents prolonged periods of advanced study culminating in a dissertation intended to contribute substantially to the body 
of knowledge on the subject. The most widely sought doctorate is the Doctor of Philosophy, which no longer has an implication of 
philosophy as the major field of study but represents advanced research in any of the major fields of knowledge.

The master’s degree is an academic honor bestowed upon students who have successfully completed work beyond the baccalaure-
ate. Both a thesis and an oral examination are usually but not always required. When applicable, the graduate’s thesis topic is listed.

Scott McKinley Starr
Dissertation: The Effects of Land Use and  
Climate Change on Playa Wetlands and  
their Invertebrate Communities
Major Professor: Nancy McIntyre

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Asmaa Abdullah Al-Fadhel

Dissertation: Nutrition Shelf Tags’ Effectiveness: 
The Role of Nutrition Information Load  
and Label Type
Major Professor: Dale Duhan

Miles Condon
Dissertation: Incorporating Attitudes into a  
New Framework for Impulse Buying Behavior
Major Professor: Debra Laverie

Masoud Moradi
Dissertation: Two Essays on the Roles of  
Rhetorical Devices in Online Platforms
Major Professor: Mayukh Dass

Aniruddha Ashok Pangarkar
Dissertation: The Effects of Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Corporate Culture on  
Securing Frontline Service Employee  
Support During a Product-harm Crisis
Major Professor: Roy Howell

Hamid Vahidnia
Dissertation: Mechanisms of Opportunity  
through Person Exploitation: The  
Corporation, Capital and Closure
Major Professor: Ronald Mitchell

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Mir Shawkat Ali

Dissertation: Mechanotransduction and Control 
of Valvular Cell Phenotype as Tools to Inform 
Valvular Pathophysiology
Major Professor: Carla Lacorda

Md Nazir Hossain
Dissertation: Thermodynamic modeling of  
Aqueous Electrolytes and Ionic Liquids (ILs)  
with Electrolyte Non-randon Two Liquid 
(eNRTL) Model
Major Professor: Chau-Chyun Chen

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  G R A D U A T E  D E G R E E S
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Mehdi Nekouei
Dissertation: Hydrodynamics of Droplet  
Dislodgement and Breakup in Confined  
Microfluidic Geometries
Major Professor: Siva Vanapalli

Zhiyuan Qian
Dissertation: Viscoelastic and Nanomechanical 
Behaviors of Polymeric Materials
Major Professor: Gregory McKenna

CHEMISTRY
Xinyou Ma

Dissertation: Chemical Dynamics Simulation of 
Ion-molecule Interactions and Reactions 
Major Professor: William Hase

Anu Saini
Dissertation: Sustainable Catalysis Using Iron 
Based Complexes for Hydro Functionalization  
of C=X (O,N) Unsaturated Bonds
Major Professor: Michael Findlater

CIVIL ENGINEERING
Abdullah Karim

Dissertation: A Decision Support Framework  
for Fit for Purpose Assessments in Brackish 
Groundwater Units
Major Professor: Venkateshy Uddameri

Tea Vrtlar
Dissertation: Optimization of DGT Methyl 
Mercury Recovery, Bank Leaching Assessment 
and Evaluation of Stabilization Efforts on Mercury 
Fate and Transport in Freshwater Systems
Major Professor: Danny Reible

Guo Zheng Yew
Dissertation: Advances in Window Glass Design
Major Professor: Stephen Morse

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Shannon Leigh Harper

Dissertation: Maternal Anxiety and Depression 
Symptoms, Parenting, and Accommodation of 
Children’s Anxious Symptoms
Major Professor: Catherine Epkins

Aaron Kimball Haslam
Dissertation: Mood and Affect During a Smoking 
Cessation Attempt in Those with Cancer: An 
Ecological Momentary Assessment Study
Major Professor: Andrew Littlefield

Sean Michael Mitchell
Dissertation: Perceived Social Support, Thwarted 
Interpersonal Needs, and Distress Due to Suicide 
Ideation Among Psychiatric Inpatients: The  
Moderating Effects of Criminal Associates
Major Professor: Kelly Cukrowicz

Jared Frederick Roush
Dissertation: Thwarted Interpersonal Needs and 
Suicide Ideation on Psychiatric Inpatients:  
An Examination of Six Psychological  
Processes Underlying Acceptance and  
Commitment Therapy
Major Professor: Kelly Cukrowicz

Paige Lindsay Seegan
Dissertation: Internalizing Symptoms and  
Health Behaviors Associated with Relational  
Peer Victimization: An Examination of  
Perceived Social Support and Hope in  
Relation to Youth Adjustment
Major Professor: Jason Van Allen

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Ahmad Omer A. Aseeri

Dissertation: A Machine Learning-based Security 
Vulnerability Study of XOR Arbiter PUFs for 
Resource-constraints Internet of Things
Major Professor: Yu Zhuang

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY
Tyler Chase Bradstreet

Dissertation: To be [Healthy] or not to be:  
Moderated Moderation of the Relationships 
between Masculinity, Future Orientation,  
SES, and Men’s Health
Major Professor: Mike C. Parent 

Samantha D. Christopher
Dissertation: Feminist Identity Development 
Among Young, Feminist Men in College
Major Professor: Elizabeth Sharp

Nina MacLean
Dissertation: Self-report on Criminal Risk  
Assessments and Disclosure of Psychiatric  
Symptoms among Offenders Adjudicated  
Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity
Major Professor: Robert Morgan

Yuki Shigemoto
Dissertation: Predicting Subgroups of Students 
based on Personal Growth Initiative and  
Posttraumatic Stress by Coping Flexibility
Major Professor: Christine Robitschek

COUPLE, MARRIAGE, AND  
FAMILY THERAPY

Brandon Paul Eddy
Dissertation: Husband Involvement  
During Pregnancy: A Grounded Theory
Major Professor: Stephen Fife

Cayla Minaiy
Dissertation: The Influence of Family Adaptability, 
Gender, and Shame on Adolescent Body Image
Major Professor: Kristy Soloski

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Matthew Alexander Birdwell

Dissertation: A Qualitative Study of Implementa-
tion and Sustainability Factors of Professional 
Learning Communities on Campus  
Accountability and Improvement
Major Professor: Shirley Matteson

Selena Smith Connealy
Dissertation: Institutional and Organizational 
Influences on Collaborations between Informal 
Science Education and Schools
Major Professor: Walter Smith

Selenda K. Cumby
Dissertation: Exploring the Academic Resilience 
of First Generation Latina/o Teacher Candidates 
of Immigrant Parents in a Non-traditional Teacher 
Preparation Program through the Lens of  
Community Cultural Wealth
Major Professor: Shirley Matteson

Dimitrio A. Martinez Castro
Dissertation: The Effects of Attentional Focus  
on a Sport-specific Skill and Efficacy Beliefs
Major Professor: Doug Hamman

ECONOMICS
Yan Luo

Dissertation: Three Essays on Income Inequality
Major Professor: Masha Rahnama

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Ronald Christopher Charter Anderson

Dissertation: Use of a Sequential Forward  
Floating Search Algorithm to Detect Subgroup 
Features in Heterogeneous Data Sets
Major Professor: Mary C. Baker

Xiaozhang Du
Dissertation: Optical Study on Hexagonal  
Boron Nitride
Major Professor: Hongxing Jiang
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FINE ARTS
Jeff L. Day

Dissertation: Boundaries of Belief: Implications of 
the Paradox of Fiction on the Multifarious 
Layers of the Dramatic Narrative Found in 
Theatre’s Fictional Worlds
Major Professor: Mark Charney

GEOSCIENCES
Ying Liu  

Dissertation: High-resolution Mapping of 
Ground-level Fine Particulate Matter and the 
Associated Human Health Risks
Major Professor: Guofeng Cao

HIGHER EDUCATION RESEARCH
Mhd Hasan Al Mekdash

Dissertation: Four-Year College Degree 
Completion and Texas Public School 
District Factors: A Geospatial Quantitative 
Analysis of Texas Data Using ArcGIS, GeoDa, 
and R Programming Language
Major Professor: Valerie Osland Paton

Homer ‘PeeWee’ Lorenz Roberson, Jr.
Dissertation: Student Experiences of how  
Cultural Capital Influences First Generation  
College Students in Their First Year  
Attending a Four-year University
Major Professor: Lee Duemer

HISTORY
Amber Brianna Batura

Dissertation: Playboy’s Vietnam: The  
Significance and Impact of Playboy  
Magazine on Soldiers in the Vietnam War
Major Professor: John Milam

Jonathon Walter Headford
Dissertation: “I Have the Saskatchewan  
Mentality in Me”: A History of  
Saskatchewan Roughrider Fandom
Major Professor: Jorge Iber

HOSPITALITY ADMINISTRATION
Bandar Ali Altalhi

Dissertation: Antecedents to Turnover Intentions 
of Entry-level Employees at Community Hotels
Major Professor: Deborah Fowler

Kerry Todd Manis, Jr.  
Dissertation: The Theoretical and Empirical 
Foundations of the Gamified System Acceptance 
Model (G-SAM); Antecedents, Outcomes, and the 
Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)
Major Professor: Deborah Fowler

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND  
FAMLY STUDIES

Sherley Ann Bedore
Dissertation: Investigating the Developmental 
Changes of the Self-Concept over Time
Major Professor: Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo

Manju Chawla
Dissertation: Alcohol and Substance Use in  
Young Population: A Developmental Approach
Major Professor: Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo

Timothy Wayne Dunn
Dissertation: A Test of Associations Among  
Generalized Attachment, Interpersonal  
Competence, Relational Self-construal  
and Happiness Among Undergraduates
Major Professor: Jacki Fitzpatrick

Nancy Ann Trevino-Schafer
Dissertation: Studies of Foster Care and  
Youth in Foster Care
Major Professor: Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo

INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING
Andrea L. Arias Llorenty

Dissertation: Integrated Location and Routing 
Problems: Models, Algorithms and Applications 
in Drone-assisted Logistic Operations
Major Professor: Timothy Matis

MATHEMATICS
Aruna Roshan Adikari

Dissertation: Pseudo-endpoints of Chainable  
Continua and Endpoints of Nondegenerate 
Hereditarily Decomposable Chainable Continua
Major Professor: Wayne Lewis

Benoit Blaise Ahanda
Dissertation: Parametric Confidence Regions  
for Means of Symmetric Positive Matrices
Major Professor: Lief Ellingson

Ameen Abdulalmohsin Alhassan
Dissertation: Endpoints and Opposite Endpoints 
of Chainable Continua and Subcontinua with 
some Properties
Major Professor: Wayne Lewis

Hum Nath Bhandari
Dissertation: Particle Swarm Optimization  
(PSO) Algorithm: Analysis Improvements,  
and Applications
Major Professor: Victoria Howle

Joshua David Engwer
Dissertation: Partitioned Implicit Rung-Kutta 
Timesteppers for Micromagnetics with  
Eddy Currents
Major Professor: Katharine Long

Nazifah Islam
Dissertation: Kilohertz Ultrafast High-density  
Electrochemical Capacitors
Major Professor: Zhaoyang Fan

Nimat Shamim
Dissertation: Analysis and Implementation of 
Model Predictive Control Technique for  
Converter Control in Grid Integration with  
Battery Energy Storage System and  
Fuel Cell Power System
Major Professor: Stephen Bayne

ENGLISH
Kazutaka Sugiyama  

Dissertation: Finitude and Community:  
Posthumanism in Contemporary Fiction
Major Professor: Bruce Clarke

ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY
Carmen Antonia Kautz Emborski

Dissertation: Transgenerational Effects of  
Ancestral Dietary Modifications: Investigations  
of Progeny Response Consistency and  
Modes of Transmission
Major Professor: Weimin Gao

Zhongwei Liu
Dissertation: Overcoming the Drug Resistance of  
Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor-Tryosine 
Kinase Inhibitors in Lung Cancer Cell Lines
Major Professor: Weimin Gao

Steven Todd Peper
Dissertation: Mosquito Surveillance and Tools to 
Aid in Intelligent Vector Management 
Major Professor: Steven Presley

EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
David W. Hancock

Dissertation: Intersectionality and the  
Stereotype Content Model: Cognitive,  
Affective, and Behavioral Consequences for  
Multiple-categorized Individuals
Major Professor: Amelia Talley

Eevin Claire Jennings
Dissertation: The Effects of Interpolated  
Lectures, Self-testing and Notetaking on  
Learning from a Science Video Lecture
Major Professor: Roman Taraban

FAMILY AND CONSUMER  
SCIENCE EDUCATION

Carmen Nicole Pedersen
Dissertation: Family and Consumer Sciences 
Teachers’ Characteristics, Attitudes Toward  
Poverty, and Learning Environment Climates
Major Professor: Barbara Allison
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Purna Saubhagya Gamage
Dissertation: A Model Based Data Fusion 
Algorithm using Bayesian Hierarchical 
Modeling for Density Estimation 
of Rare Species
Major Professor: Souparno Ghosh

Quan Hong Hoang  
Dissertation: Copula Regression and Robustness
Major Professor: Souparno Ghosh

Bimali Udara Jayasinghe
Dissertation: An Analysis of Block Verlet 
Timestepping and Lagged Force Evaluations  
for the Gravitational N-Body Problem
Major Professor: Katharine Long

Farzana Nasrin
Dissertation: Smoothing Splines on Ball  
Domains with Applications to Optometry  
and Ophthalmology
Major Professor: Ram Iyer

Pushpi Janani Paranamana  
Dissertation: Analytical, Numerical and Geo-
metric Methods with Applications to Fractured 
Reservoir Modeling for Forchheimer Flows
Major Professor: Eugeonio Aulisa

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
A B M Abdul Ali Bhuiyan

Dissertation: Accurate Finite Element Simulation 
of Stationary and Moving Dynamic Cracks  
Under Impact Loading
Major Professor: Alexander Idesman

Chumki Chakraborty
Dissertation: Core-shell Nanoparticles as  
Fluorescent Probes and Nanoparticles in  
Microfluidic Applications
Major Professor: Craig Snoeyink

Ali Doosttalab
Dissertation: Near-wall Turbulence and its  
Modulation to the Outer Flow: From  
Canonical ZPG to Wind Turbine Airfoils
Major Professor: Luciana Castillo

Yang Gao
Dissertation: Exploration of Materials Under 
Compression of Non-hydrostaticity and Shear
Major Professor: Yanzhang Ma

Bradley Howard
Dissertation: Digital Human Posture and  
Motion Prediction Considering  
Cognitive Decision Making
Major Professor: James Yang

Bin Li
Dissertation: In-plane and Out-of-plane Flexible 
Ring Tire Model Development and Validation
Major Professor: James Yang

Jingan Song
Dissertation: Molecular Dynamics Simulation 
of Atomic Material Behaviors at the Head-disk 
Interface in Hard Disk Drives
Major Professor: Chang-Dong Yeo

Udugama Arachchilage Rakhitha Wishwajith 
Sumanasekara

Dissertation: Interfacial Wave Dynamics  
of a Multiphase-drop System
Major Professor: Sukalyan Bhattacharya

Kailiang Zhang
Dissertation: Transapical Coaptation Plate  
for Functional Mitral Regurgitation:  
An In-Vitro Study
Major Professor: Zhaoming He

MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION
Terri Nicole Manley

Dissertation: The Role of Social Identity in  
Niche Online Dating Websites
Major Professor: Melanie Sarge

Jobi Martinez
Dissertation: Framing Inclusion and Exclusion: 
The Framing Strategies of Chief Diversity  
Officers in Higher Education
Major Professor: Kent Wilkinson

Mary Elise Stevenson Norman
Dissertation: The Effects of Gendered Media 
Primes on Children’s Implicit Attitudes  
of Gender: Attitudes toward Girls, Boys  
and Gender Roles
Major Professor: Miglena Sternadori

NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES
Shao-Hua Chin

Dissertation: Pain, Discomfort, and Enjoyment 
during Moderate Exercise: Relationships to 
Weight Status and Diet Quality
Major Professor: Martin Binks

Jie Liu
Dissertation: Anti-Atherosclerotic Effects of 
T0901317 Encapsulated Nanoparticles
Major Professor: Shu Wang

MD Khurshidul Zahid
Dissertation: Genetic and Dietary Regulations  
of Autophagy Activity and Cholesterol  
Homeostasis in Macrophage Foam Cells
Major Professor: Shaikh Mizanoor Rahman

PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
Lua A. V. Augustin

Dissertation: Three Essays on Financial 
Education and Financial Literacy
Major Professor: Christopher Browning

Jennifer Lynn Lehman
Dissertation: Three Essays on Special  
Donation Types
Major Professor: Russell James

Zhikun Liu
Dissertation: Three Articles on Financial  
Planning Horizon
Major Professor: Russell James

Jacob Atwood Tenney
Dissertation: Do Perceptions Reflect Reality? 
Three Essays Exploring how Perceptions are 
Related to Objective Measures of Financial  
Well-being and Knowledge
Major Professor: Charlene Kalenkoski

PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
Siyuan Huang  

Dissertation: Experimental and Numerical Study 
of Air Injection in Light Oil Reservoirs
Major Professor: James Sheng

Sharanya Sharma
Dissertation: A Comparative Study of Huff-n-Puff 
Gas and Chemical Injection to Enhance Recovery 
from Shale Gas-condensate Reservoirs
Major Professor: James Sheng

Xiukun Wang
Dissertation: Modeling Multiphase Flow in Shale
Major Professor: James Sheng

PHYSICS
Yu Mao  

Dissertation: Molecular Dynamic Simulation  
of Multi-component Lipid Bilayers Using  
Multi-scale Computing Techniques
Major Professor: Juyang Huang

Dong Xue
Dissertation: First Principles Study of Some  
Si-based Type-II Clathrate Materials
Major Professor: Charles Myles

PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE
Krishna B. Bhandari

Dissertation: Arthopod and Soil Microbial  
Communities in Forage-livestock Systems
Major Professor: Charles West

Nothabo Dube
Dissertation: High-throughput in Situ 3-D 
Phenotyping of Cotton Height, Leaf Area  
Index and Boll Distribution 
Major Professor: Glen Ritchie



G R A D U A T E  C A N D I D A T E S

T E X A S  T E C H  U N I V E R S I T Y16

Theophilus Kwabla Tengey
Dissertation: Genetic mapping of Leafspot  
Resistant QTLs and Introgression into West  
African Adapted and US-High Oleic Peanuts 
Major Professors: Mark Burow and  
Venugopal Mendu

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Stephen Daniel Davis

Dissertation: Hungry for Violence: How Food 
Security Influences Contentious Politics
Major Professor: Frank Thames

SPANISH
Janie Covarrubias

Dissertation: Reivindicando al eros: Diferentes 
Manifestaciones de lo Erótico y el Humor en la 
Narrativa de Federico Andahazi, Gabriel García 
Márquez y Mario Vargas Llosa
Major Professor: George Cole

José Luis de la Rosa Prada
Dissertation: Heritage Speaker Educational  
Identity as a Complex Dynamic System:  
A Grounded Theory
Major Professor: Diego Pascual Cabo

Ricardo Ivan Schmidt
Dissertation: La Pluma Ante el Infierno:  
El Bien en Roberto Bolano
Major Professor: Jorge Zamora

Rubén Varona
Dissertation: Repensando la Literatura Híbrida 
y Posmoderna: La Justicia Como Herramienta 
Analítica del noir histórico
Major Professor: John Beusterien

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Kathi Beyer Haynes

Dissertation: A Mixed Methods Study of  
Cross-age Math Tutoring Using Middle School 
Students Working with Low Math Achieving 
Kindergarten and First Grade Students
Major Professor: Janna Brendle

Nancy I. Salinas
Dissertation: Assessment and Treatment of  
Automatically Reinforced Behaviors: Examining 
the Relationship Between Physiological  
Responses and Aberrant Behaviors
Major Professor: Stacy Carter

SYSTEMS AND ENGINEERING  
MANAGEMENT

Artin Sedighi
Dissertation: Fair Scheduling in High  
Performance Computing Environments
Major Professor: Milton Smith

TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION AND 
RHETORIC

Andrea Louise Beaudin
Dissertation: Evaluating the UX of Instructor 
Feedback: An Exploratory Analysis
Major Professor: Craig Baehr

Hilary Noelle Graham
Dissertation: Marketing to Life Scientists:  
Fact and Fiction from the Frontlines
Major Professor: Amy Koerber

Charlotte Ulrike Kaempf
Dissertation: Nature, Environment, Wilderness: 
Tropes used in Managing Nature Preserves
Major Professor: Kenneth Baake

Maria Mildred Brandt Kingsbury
Dissertation: “What Wizardry is This?”: Listening 
and Voice in the Undergraduate Voice Studio
Major Professor: Kristen Moore

Anne Hendricks Papworth
Dissertation: Pray for True Survivors: Identifica-
tion and Rhetorical Agency in Hurricane Katrina 
Survivor Narratives
Major Professor: Rebecca Rickly

Lanetta R. Purnell-Adams
Dissertation: Learner Centered Evaluation of the 
Defense Acquisition University's Fundamental 
Course: Design, Information Retention, and 
Learning Styles
Major Professor: Craig Baehr

David Lamar Young, Jr.
Dissertation: Engineering Through  
Association: Identifying Rhetorical  
Practices in Engineering Work
Major Professor: Kenneth Baake

WILDLIFE, AQUATIC AND WILDLANDS 
SCIENCE MANAGEMENT

Jessica Erin Pease
Dissertation: Variation and Plasticity and their 
Interaction with Urbanization in Guadalupe Bass 
Populations on and off the Edwards Plateau
Major Professor: Timothy Grabowski

Leobardo Richarte Delgado
Dissertation: Developmental Morphology  
Quantification and Biomass Response to  
Seasonal Defoliation of Short, Mid and  
Tall Grasses of North America
Major Professor: Carlos Villalobos

WIND SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
Tassia Penha Pereira

Dissertation: Using Multiple Non-doppler  
LIDARs for Wind Turbine Wake Detection Under 
Different Inflow and Operating Conditions
Major Professor: Andrew Swift

MASTER OF AGRIBUSINESS

Allie Claire Black
Macie Renee Friess  

MASTER OF ARCHITEC TURE

ARCHITECTURE PROFESSIONAL
Asa Calvin Allen
Javier Cardoso
Maria Ximena Marinelli Bengoechea
Joshua Oseijade Obeahon
Emma Anne Riggs
Alfredo Torres

MASTER OF ART EDUC ATION

James Brandon Brown

MASTER OF ARTS

ANTHROPOLOGY
Emma F. Richburg

Thesis: Alibates Flint Quarries National  
Monument and Lake Meredith National  
Recreation Area: Incorporating Indigenous  
Perspectives on Cultural Resource Management

ART HISTORY
Jordann Nicole Davis

EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Robert Lewis Buckman, Jr.

HERITAGE AND MUSEUM SCIENCES
Lillian Rebekah Bowe
Crista Lee-Ann Cagney
Mengesha Retie Endalew
Clark Edward Hilliard
Miles Christian Kirkpatrick
Jonathan Lee Kohlhorst
Julie Dawn Lyles
Cameron Alexander Moch
Samantha Ann Popejoy
Hanna Marie Reed
Bailee Kay Roche
Madison Kayla Berry Sommers

HISTORY
Melanie Lynn Highsmith

Thesis: Negotiating Power: Constructing  
Authority at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 

Duncan McCain Knox
Thesis: “Real Objects of Pity”: American  
Revolutionary Veterans in Early  
National Memory, 1776-1832

Ellen Janice O'Connor
Thesis: HIV/AIDS, the Double Rhetoric, and 
Grassroots Activism in France from 1987-1993
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MASS COMMUNICATIONS
Emily Lauren Boneta
Amy May Cunningham
Victoria Bane Davis
Cody Alexander England
Jonathan David Leach

Thesis: The Allure of Thinness: An Inquiry into  
the Propaganda Techniques and Persuasive  
Tactics Used on “Pro-Ana” Websites

Paige Alexis Lynne
Matthew Ryan Smith
Laurie Camilla Tolboom
Tanner Austin Warmoth

MATHEMATICS
Douglas Emerson Beeman

PHILOSOPHY
Logan B. Morton
Handrio Nurhan

Thesis: Buddhist Ethics in Upāya

POLITICAL SCIENCE
James Ansel Wright  

ROMANCE LANGUAGES
David Arocho-Perez

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND  
INNOVATION

Cory Clayton Chandler
Brooke Elizabeth Conrad
April Lynn Cunningham
Maegan Rebecca Eason
Lori Dawn Gaff-Hausenfluke
April Garcia
Allison Nicole Griffin
Melissa Mancilla Marks
Rosalinda C. Montero
Emily Ryan Roberson
Amy Nicole Sheehan
Madeline Rose Walker

TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION
Christin Mary Brodie

MASTER OF BUSINESS  
ADMINISTR ATION

Elmira Ahnood
Sarita S. Alca-Benedict
Zain Ali
Leena Lameese Al-Souki
Brandon Bradley Andersen
Muneer Arastu
Caleb Idawarifagha Atemie
Connor Joseph Barry
Robert Jackson Bennett
Kishan K. Bhakta
Brandon Roy Bradley

Brian Alvin Braun
Jon Bradley Brooks
Carson Christopher Burchett
Ryan Allen Burden
George Cao
Camron Ray Capps
Justin Forbes Carpenter
Erik Ortiz Cordaway
Dakota Duane Crissman
Tyler Michael Crupper
Jess S. Davis
Cassandra Joel Davison
Regina Jo De Hoyos
Geoffrey Langston Deckard
Drake Alexander Duncan
Mitchell Everett Dyer
Amanda Corrine Edwards
Robert Erwin
Hutton T. Evans
Haley Hoffman Field
Johnny Wesley Fowler
Jessica Lynn Francis
James Robert Graham III
Tanner Douglas Hamm
Matthew Gordon Hammerle
Johnny Lionel Haynes
Tyler Alan Holden
Collin Sterling Holt
Landon Cabe Hope
Albert Hui Huether
Frank Mc Clevan Jeffers
Anna Elizabeth Johnston
Thomas Evan Kaspar
Chathry Keaton
Cameron Lee Knight
Pamela Ruth Landrum
Jonathan Lee
David Ray Lipps
Rachel Lopez
Ganesh Bala Maniam
Jeremy W. Manthei
Srinidhi Marka
Jarred L. Martin
Kendall Nicole Merkel
Marshall Nicholas Miller
Casey Jane Mills 
Trisha Kishor Modi
Blayne Joseph Monteiro 
William Bryan Moody
Emily Nhu Nguyen
Talor Domingo Nunez
Clark Kevin Oakey 
Thomas John Parkman 
Grant Wayne Peters
Kaleena Denise Pickett
Jose Gonzales Pineda 
Ryan Benjamin Provencio
Yana Gregory Puckett 
Clarissa Azeneth Ramirez 

Andrew Parker Reine
Jereamy B. Riggs 
Lorenzo Margarito Rivas
Randee Rae Rockwood 
Tania Lizbet Rodriguez
Ransone Cole Rose
Itzel Ruby Ruiz
Santos Y. Seballos
Matthew James Sherman 
David Carl Short 
Suzanne Catherine Short
Charles Wade Smith
Zachariah O'Daniel Smith
Travis Phillip Spears
Kati Starkey
Matthew Russell Stephens
Samuel Michael Stout
Madison Lacy Sudduth
Samuel Lee Sutherland 
Macey Katherine Sutherland 
Tori Catherine Sypert
Nikita Tangella
Amanda Kaylen Taylor
Jennifer Marie Tollett
Leighton Wayne Weaver
Whitney Elizabeth Wine
Jeremy Chad Young
Sondra Ilene Ziegler

MASTER OF EDUC ATION

COUNSELOR EDUCATION
Lex Cohen Attaway
Kara Ashley Burrus
Nancy Nicole Davila
Melissa Jan Francis
Taylor Nicole Goldston
Bailey Maray Hagler
Jennifer Morazan
Fredresha Shondae Overstreet
Mary Joe Powell
Sarah Nicole Rhodes
Angela Nicole Sims
Heath Walker Tolleson 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Emilia Carrillo
Kindra Jo Chandler

Thesis: Third Graders’ Responses to  
Different Problems Types

Meagan Elizabeth Hill
Thesis: Science Literacy and Visual Thinking: 
Using Content Area Literacy Strategies to  
Improve Critical Thinking in a Secondary  
Science Classroom

Danica Ferrell Newton
Zinmar Win
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EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Christopher Alex Adams
Corey Atkins
Matthew Thomas Bickley
Felicia Gay Boyd
Brenda Leticia Corpus
Jeanne Clifford Daigle
Aniska Trelynn Douglas
Margaret Marie Francis
Jeanetta Lisa Gray
Christopher Bernardo Lopez
Erin Leigh Mitchell
Allison Harper Saunders
Kasielynn Jeani Smith
Philia Leona Stewart

HIGHER EDUCATION  
ADMINISTRATION

Jonathan Kyle Barden
Elizabeth Rhae Brentzel
Celina Rae Vasquez Brown 
Crystal J. Eberhart
Jessica Marie Harrison
Amanda Renee Hines
Sarah Marie Innis
Laura Mariana Krietemeyer
Erica Kelsey Laborde
Wesley Gould Maynard
Adriana Lizbeth Moreno
Eduardo Rivera
Karissa Dolores Rodriguez
Clark Alan Shaffer
Michael Derek Snook
Sara Elizabeth Snyder
Ryan Allen Thoroman 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY
Ismail Dilber
Marisa Astrid Gines

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Rose Marie Aguirre 
Lisa Marie Builtron
Katherine May Perkins Clark
Velma Yvette Donovan
Brienna Rhea Dunlap
Heather Jean Gill
Megan Elisa Hackman
Karyn L. Huskisson 
Lynsey Alice Ingram 
Alycia Linnea Leal
Anita Gracia Lewis
Katherine D. Lindstrom 
Gloria Leticia Molina
Jerry A. Mullins

Rebecca Muzquiz-Martin
Irene Hien Nguyen
Janette E. Nichols
Kimberly Ann Oleson 
Shanae Montrice Perkins
Chelsea Elizabeth Phemister 
Lindsey Nicole Pierson
Ana Leticia Schmidt
Elizabeth Ann Waddell
Deandra Lenee West

MASTER OF ENGINEERING

Lucius Stafano Lopez
Quentin Luis Morales-Perryman

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING

Taylor Leigh Allison

MASTER OF L ANDSC APE  
ARCHITEC TURE

Bayleigh Marie Merlau

MASTER OF MUSIC

Brian Michael Galica 
Charles David Olivier

Thesis: The Tango Embrace: A Physical Recreation 
of the Spread of Cosmopolitanism Through Tango

MASTER OF  
MUSIC EDUC ATION

Nicole Kathleen Baxter
Benjamin Joel Cook
Marignie Clare Haugen 
Amy M. Pitts
Andrea Kristina Sanchez
Courtney Diane Surface

MASTER OF PUBLIC  
ADMINISTR ATION

Alexander Jacob
Margaret Vugrin
Jacquelyn Paige Wall
Michael Alvarez Wilson

MASTER OF SCIENCE

AGRICULTURAL AND  
APPLIED ECONOMICS

Michael Benjamin Makovi 

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATIONS
Jayde Cortney Farbo
Hayley B. Magness
Kassie Wayde Waller

Thesis: The Effect of Infographics on the Recall of 
Information About Genetically Modified Foods

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Kaitlin Morgan Tyler

ANIMAL SCIENCES
Allison Springston Andrukonis

Thesis: Compassion Fatigue in  
Animal Care Employees

Dee Ryan Church 
Thesis: Investigations into Cardiopulmonary 
Diseases in Bovine Calves

Morgan Alexandra Garcia 

ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCE
Alexander Joseph Schueth

Thesis: Comparing Observations and  
Simulations of the Streamwise Vorticity  
Current in a Tornadic Supercell Storm

BIOENGINEERING
Pierre Paris 

BIOLOGY
Taylor Dyan Lenzmeier 

Thesis: Lactobacillus Species Inhibit the  
Growth and Biofilm Development of  
Wound’s Bacterial Pathogens

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Elonte Cristar Allen
Andre Willie Artis
Lindsey Rebecca Asher
Lindyn Willow Davis
Bailey Rae Gammill
Eric Chien Yueh Li
Velia Alejandra Martinez
Ubong V. Okpon
Samantha Raven Owen
Shaoying Qing

CHEMISTRY
Ting Tang 

Thesis: Studies on the Formation of Kinetic  
Resolution of Cyclohexadienones

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Frank Lawrence Conlon
Yu Mao 
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COUPLE, MARRIAGE, AND  
FAMILY THERAPY

Christopher Emmanuel Asikis
Elise Nicole Bunce
Lauren Elizabeth Creger 
Stephanie Michelle Franklin
Loren Alexandra Gowdy
Shannon Christine Hansen
Stephanie Lynn Knudsen
Kelsie Ann Krupitzer
Gary T. McCrory
Ryan Andrew Nies
Victor Cruz Pena Venegas
Kiarra Lashea Watts 
Ashley Morgan Woodruff

DATA SCIENCE
Sachin Arya
Krishna Charan Bajanthri Chikalaguriki
Saran Prasad Balasubramaniam
Prabhanjana Boggalli Raghavendra
Brittany Marie Brewster
Nathaniel Andrew Crosby
Rupam Das
Cody Wayne Davis
James Cody Dennis
Shashi Narendra Dharra
Praveen Hariharasubramanian
Manuj Jha
Kiran Ramdas Kadlag
Lakshmojee Koduru
Matthew James Madigan
Siva Prasad Manda
Jennifer Renee Marable
Zachary Lee McNutt
Cam Fa Moy
Tahrima Mustafa
Muhammad Bilal Nasir
Ross Niswanger
Pete Antonio Olivarez
Vinod Babu Palani
Vivek Samantray
Rushan Shakya
Parag Pavan Shetty
Atin Kumar Singh
Ritu Jagatpal Tomar
Woody Lee Woodall
Wen Xie
Chandu Yerragopu

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Yadira L. Martinez Rios

ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY
Ryan Stephen Cleary

Thesis: Exposure of Contaminants to Small  
Mammals Collected Near a Low-Level  
Radioactive Waste Site in the Amargosa  
Desert, Nye County, NV

Brittanie Lee Dabney 
Thesis: Hormetic Effects of Glyphosate and 
Glyphosate-based Herbicides on Growth of  
Prymnesium parvum, a Harmful Alga

Katelyn Marie Haydett 
Thesis: Seroprevalence of Neospora caninum in a 
Wild Pig (Sus scrofa) Population in Oklahoma

Kia Rose Renwick Hayes 
Thesis: Influence of Life History Parameters on 
Patterns of Persistent Organic Pollutants in 
Cetaceans with an Empahsis on the Gray 
Whale (Eschrichtius robustus)

FINANCE
Isaac Tallerine 

FOOD SCIENCE
Akhil Reddy Bora

Thesis: Identification of a Single Selective  
Enrichment Media for the Simultaneous  
Recovery of Salmonella, E. coli O157 on 
Beef Hide Swabs and Fecal Samples

Diego Eduardo Casas Murillo
Thesis: In-plant Validation of Harvest Process 
Controls, Environment Environmental  
Monitoring of STEC’s and Salmonella and  
Antimicrobial Resistance and Virulence Factor 
Analysis of Isolated STEC’s from Meat  
Processing Facilities in Honduras

Kathleen Grace Ladera Fermin
Thesis: Reduction of Methicillin-resistant  
Staphylococcus aureas in Fabrics using 
Machine Washing Treatments and 
Microwaves

Ishwar Katawal
Thesis: Lactobacillus salivarius L28 in Dog  
Kibble Results in Shifts in Microbial Indicators  
in Pet Fecal Samples After Feeding

Ashley Nicole Orange 
Thesis: Reduction of Salmonella in Post-harvest 
Hot Pork Carcass and Chilled Head Meat Using 
Multiple USDA-FSIS Approved Interventions

GEOSCIENCES
Elena Renee Crowley-Ornelas

Thesis: Estimating Streamflow-recession Indexes 
Using Automated Methods with Application to 
Groundwater and Surface Water Interaction

Vincent Frederick Cunningham 
Thesis: Identifying Brittle Deformation with 
Remote Sensing of Geomorphic Landforms  
on the Southern High Plains, West Texas

Rachel Erin Owen 
Thesis: Surface Charging and Adsorptive  
Properties of Pyrolusite (ß-MnO2

Miles Allen Rand

HOSPITALITY AND  
RETAIL MANAGEMENT

Sarah Elizabeth Abshire 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Brooke Kaleigh Bell
Abdunaser Omar Susi
Shima Hassan Zadeh

KINESIOLOGY
Brian Evan Carraghan
Megan Rae Cruz
Shibani Ravindra Fogueri
Amanda Nicole Morris

MATHEMATICS
Brandon J. Finney

Thesis: A New Approach to Biological  
Epidemic Models on Time Scales

Allison Huber Godwin
Md Masud Rana 
Michael Richard Von Ende-Becker

Thesis: An Optimization of Intermittent 
Therapy Treatment: A Time Scales Approach

Monir Uz Zaman

NUTRITION AND DIETETICS
Andrea I. Cervantes Bolaños 

NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES
Zahra Feizy

Thesis: Nano-lipsome Mediated Delivery  
of the Anti-diabetic Protein E4orf1

Hazera Binte Sufian
Thesis: Studying the Anticancer Properties of  
Parthenolide (PTL) in MCF-7 Breast Cancer Cells

PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
Mohannad Abdulaziz Almohanna 
Lauren Chantile Winkelman

PHYSICS
Ramiro Torres Escobedo 
Nafiz Jaidye
Mahsa Servati

Thesis: Imaging Drosophila Embryo  
Gastrulation to Identify Stress Fields  
and Biomechanical Feedback

Matthew Thomas Streseman
Thesis: Using Astrometric Wobble to  
Detect Black Holes with Gaia

Zhixing Wang
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PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE
Christopher Joseph Cobos 

Thesis: The Developmental Biology and  
Biochemistry of Peanut (Aracris hypogaea)  
Testa and its Role in Aspergillus Resistance

Geeta Kharel
Thesis: Evaluating Different Models for  
Quantifying the Hydraulic and Thermal  
Properties of Pasture Unsaturated Soils

Mark David McDonald
Thesis: Impact of Conservation Management  
Practices on Greenhouse Gas Emissions in  
Semi-arid, Intensively Cropped Regions of Texas

Bianca Marie Rendon
Thesis: Co-occurrences and Behavioral  
Interactions of Wild Bees and Managed 
Honey Bees on Flowering Plants in a 
Semi-Arid Agroecosystem

Most Arifa Sultana
Thesis: Origin and Implication of Seed Coat  
Fragment Contamination on Yarn Quality

SPORT MANAGEMENT
Hector Manuel Jimenez
Lauren Raylee Mason
Dylan Christopher Strickland
Victoria Nicole Uresti

STATISTICS
Ahmed Sabit
Roham Hossein Sabzevari 
Qiannan Zhai

ZOOLOGY
James Quincy Francis 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
ACCOUNTING

Amanda Nichole Adams
Pragati Basnet
Stephanie Ann Brewer
Rebecca Jean Brewer
Hayley Lynn Brownlow
Heather Paige Campbell
Sarah Anne Collister
Alexander Edmond Cooke
Yasamene L. Crumpler
Rachel Lynn Gray
Bryan Kurtis Greer
Brenda Isabel Guardiola

Katarina Bell Heidenhofer
William Andrew Heller
Avary Jordan Hyden
Jeremiah S. Jennings
Ashley Neh Kusia
Eric J. Lamm
Brittani Nicole Loth
Elizabeth Kay McKenna
Caroline Rose Mitchell
Amber Najwa Mlouhi
Raymond Francis Montreuil III
Colleen Mooneyham
Leah Natalie Parker
James Patrick Perales
Kiley Nicole Robinson
Carlos Glen Ruiz
Katelyn Faith Scheriger
Stephen Kyle Shanahan
Avery Ryan Stockstiel
John Michael Stout
Benjamin Scott Teel
Shane Michael Trebisky
Keely Lee-Ellen Walker
Hunter Lee Welborn
Whitney Elizabeth Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
CHEMIC AL ENGINEERING

Md Shamim Ahmmed

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
CIVIL  ENGINEERING

Fouzieh Rouzmehr
Thesis: Effect of Void Characteristics on  
PCC Pavement Deflections

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
ELEC TRIC AL ENGINEERING

Sandeep Batchu
Zackary S. Fleenor
Matthew Alan Gaddy

Thesis: Characterization and Fabrication of  
Semi-Insulating GaN for Photoconductive  
Semiconductor Switch Applications

Naga Kumar Gaju 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

Oluwasesan Ayo Alalade
Ashish Kulkarni

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
MECHANIC AL ENGINEERING

Conner Stephens Atnip
Virgilio Abraham Gomez 

Thesis: Closed-form Solutions for  
Three-dimensional Vibrations of  
Elastic Bodies with Imperfections

Syed Ehsanur Rahman
Thesis: Effect of the Non-ionic Surfactant and the 
Role of Multi-wetting Particles on the Interfacial 
Rheology of the Particle Laden Interfaces

Scott Alan Watkins
Thesis: Hydrodynamics of a Biologically  
Inspired Surface Coating

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
PE TROLEUM ENGINEERING

Olanrewaju Oluropo Adebola
Thesis: Fluid in Place Simulation Analysis of  
Net-to-Gross, Petrophysical Cutoffs and Upscaling

Temitope Olusegun Amao
Thesis: Field Scale Prediction of Multiphase 
Production of Shale Gas Reservoirs

Abubakar Suleonibo 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
SYSTEMS AND ENGINEERING 

MANAGEMENT

Brock Travis Tittle

PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE  
MASTER ’S

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

Alison Nichole Doran
Jose Luis Sanchez, Jr.



A U G U S T  2 0 1 8 21

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  C A N D I D A T E S

1Summa Cum Laude     2Magna Cum Laude     3Cum Laude     4With Honors     5With Highest Honors

The bachelor’s degree represents completion of a four-year course of college-level study and is the oldest academic degree awarded 
by American institutions of higher learning. 

Graduation with Honors is a distinction that is noted on diplomas and transcripts and receives special recognition at graduation 
ceremonies. Undergraduates who complete their work with a cumulative grade point average of 3.9 or above are graduated Summa 
Cum Laude; 3.7 to 3.89, Magna Cum Laude; 3.5 to 3.69, Cum Laude. Those who graduate from the Honors College after acquiring 
24 Honors credit hours graduate “with Honors.” Those who also complete an Honors thesis or project consisting of six additional 
hours graduate “with Highest Honors.” 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

AGRIBUSINESS
Connor J. Cox 
Christian Emmanuel Perez 
Griffin Tyler Petrich

AGRICULTURAL AND  
APPLIED ECONOMICS

Weston Lee Allen 1 
Heath A. Edgerton 
Gwendolyn Jo Fuqua 3 
Solomon Isaac Galindo 
Rene Gonzalez 
Alexandria Victoria Lee 
2nd Degree: General Business
Griffin McCloy Novak 
Jayson Glyn Pigg 
George Barry Reynolds 
Hallie Elizabeth Zuber

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATIONS
Hannah Elizabeth Gray 3 
Ivie Katherine Mynatt 1

ANIMAL SCIENCE
Amber Malia Blackwell 
Brook Amber Boehme 2 
Levi Joseph Brant 
Owen Luke Friess 
Ashley Denise Meister 
Lynn Margaret Robinson 
Morgan Jean Lee Rowland 2 
Baylor Kade Smith 
Kyle Dean Vehige

CONSERVATION LAW ENFORCEMENT
Christopher Ryan Entrop 
Christopher Matthew Hatchett 3

INTERDISCIPLINARY AGRICULTURE
Justin Case Heap 
Althea Brianne Ory 
Haleigh Blake Prather 
Blane Isom Stanton 
Quinton Todd Whitfield 
Austin David Wooddell

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
Bryan Daniel Bingham 
Cameron Daniel Chapman 
Leonardo David Gutierrez 
Morgyn Teahna Lincoln 
Kalab Brae McInnes 

Sarah Rebecca Melendez 
Collin Alexander Nickless 
Isaac Ivan Reyes 
Connor Winston Steel 
Zachary Shawn Taggart 
Jeffrey Robert Walburn 
Kaitlin Cierra Wilms 
Charlotte Danielle Wilson

PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE
Mark Patton Allen 
Tyler Morgan Froberg 
Joshua Patrick Molligan 3 
Ubaldo Torres

BACHELOR OF  
L ANDSC APE ARCHITEC TURE

Colte Dickson Beall 
Montana Buendía 
Olivia Sievers Ross 2 
Idalia Vera

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Courtney Kristin Bishop
Bryan Matthew Brummett
Michael James Castillo
Joshua A. Durkes
Diana Melissa Andrade Hernandez
Renee Hooper 3
Lauren Alyn Hunter 1
Sawyer Jeanette Desire Kaumeyer
Taylor Marlow Lancaster
Jameel A. Marsden
Marisol Mendoza Martinez 2
Juan Marciano Moya
Aldo Ivan Ingram Robles
Yazmin Esquivez Rodriguez
Sergio Felipe Hermoza Rojas
Cruz A. Sandoval
Yasmeen Tizani

 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

ANTHROPOLOGY
Jeneane Amana Amin
Lauren Geralyn Frank
Victoria Lynn Hughes
Paige Allison McNeil

BIOCHEMISTRY
Ian Michael Ash 1

CHEMISTRY
Nneoma Mesoma Duruoha-Ihemebiri
Cole Tyler Jackson

ECONOMICS
Jose Luis Herguedas
Rafael Herrera
Justin Eric Herrmann
Chase Marshall Korns
Felix M. Martinez
Maclyn Kent McDade
Benjamin Payne Sullins

ENGLISH
Mykayla Troi Fontaine 3
Amy Corinne Grothaus
Robert Thomas Milhollin
Melissa Marie Thompson 3
2nd Major: History

GEOGRAPHY
Sheila Seulanga Bustaman
Colten Wade Chrystal
Deion Cameran Coleman
Benjamin-Todd Pierce Owen
Jakoby Matthew Webb

GEOSCIENCES
Emmanuel Owanemi Billy Gillis-Harry
Justin Benchamen George

GLOBAL STUDIES
Michael Anthony Yon
Christopher David Hetherington
2nd Major: Psychology

HISTORY
Amy Nicole Dillon
Ryan Lee Dimon
Colby Braxton Edwards
Leah Catherine Frank
Timothy Joseph Gonzalez
Jake Townley Harris
Isaac Ozzy Lopez
Nathaniel Dan Lunod
Michael Wayne Martin II
Robert Marion McCommon III
Bethany Denice Moore
Lisette Elisa Ortega
Luis Adan Ortega
Aubrianna Bailey Ragsdale
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Jarrett William Roper
John Wayne Brooks
2nd Major:Political Science
Philip David Williams 3
2nd Major: Spanish

LANGUAGES AND CULTURES
Anastasia Stephanie Kenessey 3
Mathieu Aurélien Valance
Wendy Marie Wurmstein 1,4

MATHEMATICS
John Preston Cazale
Bryan R Guzman
Catolyn Nicole Lunt 2
Joshua Austin Valdez
Vanessa Valdez
Christopher Edward Weaver
Jordan Ash Wegner 2
Zakery Bray York
Anissa René Peña
2nd Major:Spanish

PHILOSOPHY
Landon Michael Bell
Taylor Francis Ranson
Lisa Rene Gonsiorek
2nd Degree Management

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Quenten Taylor Arendell
Keyera Avona Collins
Leigh Nicole Dixon
Peace Ojuolape M. Joseph 3
Christopher Caspar Mackenzie
Hayden Brent Pierson
Brandon Matthew Rhea
Donovan Ravon Roberson
Blake Joseph Sutton
Tyler Trey Trammell
Jacob Michael Walker 2
Jennifer Zapata

PSYCHOLOGY
Jarah Nichole Boyce
Hayley Katherine Brumley
Reba Jean Cantu
Kristen Tatiana Cardenas
Ana Gabriela Casero
Enrico Castro
Vincent Alexander Coleman
Rayven Chanel Covington
Mitchel Rhys Effren
Ashton Elizabeth Farmer 2
Michelle Marie Forbert
Savana Trudy Gierstorfer
Theresa Nadire Greissel
Roei Gur
Valerie Rose Hinojos
Atira Le'Shae Hinton
Carly Jourdan Hogue 1,4

Jake Philp Hughes
Anna Elizabeth Johnston
Madison Alyx Kizewski
Adriana Loya 2
Bianca Darice Milena Martinez
Jonnie Lynne McMaster
Kaitlin R Moore
Shay Adele Morse

Megan Mackenzie Murrell 3
Ashley Ann Neace
Dashiell Samuel Pashley
Anissa Maria Reyna
Alyssa N Sanchez
Victoria Ashley Sewell
Steve Pak Smithey
Alex Ryan Trevino
Promise Ogechi Ukandu 5
Michael Andrew Welty
Alyssa Jade Ybanez
Ashley Alexandria Pedregon
2nd Degree: Kinesiology

SOCIAL WORK
Mckinley Kay Brockman
Rudy Bustos Jr. 3
Joseph Andrew Ureste

SOCIOLOGY
Walker Allan Berry
Conrad Hayden Flowers
Savannah Rose Forsyth 3
Megan Victoria Garza
Jacqueline Marrero
Tanner Reed Mudd
Vanessa Samantha Olguin Abdullahi
Adrianna Elena Price
William Ricardo Upton
Idemudia Edwards Uwagbale
Nathan Gene Ware II
Bibianna Kathryn Faia
2nd Major: Spanish
James William Vaudry IV
2nd Major: Spanish

SPANISH
Alaissa Karina Bravo
Brittani Elizabeth Chaffin 3
Emily Marie Wade

BACHELOR OF  
GENER AL STUDIES

Ethan Joseph Baltier
KaSandra Kay Berg
Karlie Rubea Billings
Georgia-Beth Taylor Blue 4
Caitlin Elizabeth Boddy
Zachery Brice Caballero
Courtney Rives Cain
Andrea Yvette Cazares
Dean Earl Coleman
Miranda Olivia Curtis
Jordan Matthew De La Garza
Elliott Roderick De Wit
Madelyn Isabell DeChant
Bryanna Y Decker
Bryer Alysse Duquette
Daniel Nelson Evans
Briana Marie Fisher 2
Steven Dax Frost 3
Alexandra Salome Garibay
Carol Ann George
Kele' Shaunta Gibson
Kaden Blake Green
Kelsey Dianne Griffin
Eric R Gutierrez
Deonne DeShane Hearon
Tyler Lee Hudson
Raye Johnston Almond

Hellen Kwamboka Maneno
Paytyn Gillham McKinney
Kyndall Nicole Moran 3
Derik Paul Nusz
William Kelly O'Neill
Harrison James Pritchard
Travis Wayne Rambo
Antonio Regalado
Ainsley Rae Richardson 3
Matthew Layne Schovajsa
Amanda Dawn Scott
Kendle Joyel Smith
Alyssa Faith Stubblefield 2
Matthew Lawerence Swanson
Anja Luise Taylor
Lori Kathleen Tergerson
Zachariah Rafael Vega
Skyler Dewayne Ward
Sadie Cheyenne Whitehead

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

BIOCHEMISTRY
Gregory Morgan Knox 3
Luke William Luckstead 3

BIOLOGY
Andrew Wayne Bullard
Ashley Conder Cooper
Cindy Estefani Cruz
Nolan Thomas Dimmitt
Zachery Tyler Fitzgerald
Shane Tristan Hindi
Serina Jade Hong
Yabodrick Leshon Hunter
Jenna Lee Jurecky 1,4

Jacob Austin Kay
Casey Nolon Kellerhals
Rollins Edmond Mayfield
Ashlea Breanne Maynard
Grace Ann Meehan 2,5

Tito Bryant Molina
Steven Joseph Muenster
Jeremy Tyler Nega
William Henry Neil 3
Justin Alexander Nevarez
Jiaqi Niu
Lawrence Odoi Okerchiri
Augustine George Ozuniga
Adrian Andres Ramos
Julian Joaquin Santos 3,4

Matthew Charles Schmidt
Katherine Marie Snider 3
Karla Geannina Tobar
Sierra Lane Weitzell

CHEMISTRY
Hunter Greer Towns

ECONOMICS
Garrett Houston Ayala

GEOSCIENCES
Tania Babu
Al-Baqi Adetunji Badru
Michael Lee Beam
Alex Parker Blizzard
Tânia Sofia de Souza Brandáo
Jarrod Roy Bridges 1
Jesse Lamar Castro
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Daniel Cavazos
Kaelie Marlene Contreras
Mary Margaret Deady
Lara Beth Fly
Reid Harris Hall
Nicholas Michael Hart
Robert Connor Lehr
Royce Matthew Massey
McKenzie Lane Morrison
Daniel Okoro-Sokoh
Aziza Hassani Omari 3
Jacob Christopher Sullivan
Bryanna Nicole West
Alexander Joseph Wilkins

KINESIOLOGY
Aubry Ann Adams
Rachel Hill Barfield
Manuel Ray Biera
Jonathan Allen Blake
Brandon Donte Budd
Hilario Marcus Cabrera
Poonam Sebastian Campos
Immalynn C. Cervantes
Colton Andrew Chalker
Daniel Alberto Chavez
Carissa Lorraine Christensen
Maegan Allison Conroy 2
Morgan Levi Dill
Austin Paden Duclos
Edidiong Okon Edet
Cierra Jane Erickson
Armando Marcos Espinosa
Sean Patrick Fitzgerald
Travis Franz Forde
Gabriela Garcia 3
Christopher Allen Gerhart 3
Shelbee Brooke Gilmore 3,4

Martin Alexander Gonzales
Oziel Erich Gonzalez
Valerie Renee Goodblanket
Hunter James Halcomb
Jhondrae Donell Jones
Eric Duke Kicinski
Morgan Michelle Kidd 1
Dalton Jace Mankin
Edward Margenau
Andrew Isabel Marrufo
Precila Augusto Matar
Brett James McQuillen
Moses Benjamin Membreno
Matthew Gene Mieure
Jonathon Ray Montanez
Lorena Ovalle
Alexandra Lynn Packard
Dabin Nike Park 3
Marcus Anthony Perez
Parker Harrison Perret
Janvier M Remezo
Claudia Kelli Rivers
Jonathan Blake Roberson 3
Marissa Danielle Rocha
Mariah Nicole Saylors
Natalie Brooke Schmutz
Jacobey Wayne Tipton
Jacob Michael Toquinto
Tanner Reagan Wall 2
Ramsey Carl West
Kirby White
Abigail Leigh Whitehead
Reagan Brooke Wigington

MATHEMATICS
Sheldon Aschkar
Blaine Scott Brown
Jose Manuel Cabello
Larry Puwake Chefor
Darohn Ryan Fisher
Ronald Eugene Grumbles Jr
Julie Mary Paul
Robert Daniel Petty
Arnold Paul Tamez

MICROBIOLOGY
Evan Oghenetega Akene 3,4

Kenia Lissette Ascencio
Parth Upendra Patel 2,4

Riley Allen Sony

PHYSICS
Adrian Micah-Larenz Yearby

SPORT MANAGEMENT
Ashlynd Mae Bunce
Aaron Taylor Cantu
Cade Tucker Castro
Caitlin Elizabeth Critchlow
Clark Cameron Cumby
DeMarcus Thomus Felton
Ivan Alexander Figueroa
Drew Anthony Hindes
Austin Michael Hoffpauir
Ronald Charles Maxfield
Jared Javier Mayoral
D'André Jamaal Moorefield
Taylor Clayton Nuckles
Lindsey Christine Polvado
Taylor Layne Sinclair 3
Samuel George Swindle 3
Steven Edward Taylor
Jasmine Torres
Jacob Vella

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN  
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS

Derrick William Gholston
Marcus Daniel Gonzalez
Alexander Miguel Nunez
Zachary Walter Stiehl

   
            

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS  
ADMINISTR ATION

ACCOUNTING
Amanda Nichole Adams 3
Harrison Beck Alford 
Antonio Miguel Bartolome 
Hayley Lynn Brownlow 1
Heather Paige Campbell 2,4

Christian Campos 
Emily Jewell Clark 
2nd Major: Management
Blake Everett Clinton 
Sarah Anne Collister 3
Alexander Edmond Cooke 1
Shelton James Cotton 

Yasamene L. Crumpler 
Jordan Nicole Dusek 
Landri Paige Gadbois 
Miguel A. Galarza 
James Matthew Garcia
Anthony Michael Graham 
Rachel Lynn Gray 1
Bryan Kurtis Greer 
Brenda Isabel Guardiola 2
2nd Major: Finance
Preston Philip Harris 
William Andrew Heller 3
Nicholas Monico Gilbert Hernandez 
Sydney Anderson Hogan 
Cody William Homesley 
Woodrow Jacob Huffman 
Avary Jordan Hyden 3
Gabriel Jackson 
Nicholaus Jordan Jackson 
Brittani Nicole Loth 
Vivian Hong Luu 2
Cody Mitchell Marlette 
Jonathon Martinez 3
Brooke Leighann McCormick 
Elizabeth Kay McKenna 1,4

Caroline Rose Mitchell 3
Colleen Madeleine Mooneyham 2
Tristan Mathew Munoz 
Isabella Marie Olivas 3
Laura Leigh Oualline 
Joseph Owusu-Boateng, Jr. 
Leah Natalie Parker 
Karena Perea 
Andrew Jordan Rios 
Kiley Nicole Robinson 4
Carlos Glen Ruiz 2
Lexi Shay Satterwhite 
Katelyn Faith Scheriger 
Stephen Kyle Shanahan 2
Tyler Gene Simmons 
Dylan Thomas Stephens 
Avery Ryan Stockstiel 3
John Michael Stout 
Lisa Marie Trascher 
Shane Trebisky 2
Monte Scott Turner II 
Mark Jayson Ubben 
Keely Lee-Ellen Walker 2
Hunter Lee Welborn 3
Whitney Elizabeth Williams 1
Wesley Brock Witt 

FINANCE
Claire Elizabeth Allshouse 3
Chandler Thomas Alt 
Cristian Agustin Arellano 
Brendon Tyler Day 
Andrew John Johnston 
Michael Avery Kister 
Ziadmustafa Mahmoud 
Matthew Jared Martinez 
William Duke McDowell II 
Taylor Rae McElyea 
William Tanner Pincince 
Angus Stewart Robertson 
Daniel Vega 

GENERAL BUSINESS
Logan Michael Lancarte 
Alexandria Victoria Lee 
2nd Degree: Agricultural and Applied Economics
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Korey Mark Wilburn 

MANAGEMENT 
Robert Brooks Bacchus 
Charles Taylor Bell 
Berkley Lauren Brown 
Madelyn Louise Darnell 
2nd Major: Marketing
Derek Christopher DeRosa 
Bailey Kathleen Dunavin 
Dakota Braeden Durant 
Randa Marne’ Freeman 
Lisa Rene Gonsiorek 
2nd Degree: Philosophy
Leesa Marie Grimaldo 
Austin Randle Hankins 
Ashley Danielle Hernandez 
Rolando Hernandez 
Elisha Harris Howard V 
Alexandra Rae Hubbard 3
2nd Major: Marketing
Mason Dillard Johns 
Tyler Swain Johnson 
Christopher Michael Kinzie 
Chauncelyn Lawrenelle Morris 
Micah Marie Nehring 
Garrett Scott Nemeth 
Rodney Don Oaks, Jr. 
Tanner Blake Osmer 
Ramiro Perez 
Payden Collen Piaskowski 
Michael Tye Rabe 
Austin Chandler Rochow 
James K. Rogers 
Joseph Nicholas Rosato IV 3
2nd Major: Marketing
Jaleel Akhi Sadiq 
Austin Robert Todd 
Atavia Lanae Vigil 
Zachary David Villarreal 
Katelyn Danielle Wilson 1

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS
William Joseph Binz 
Jonathan Stefan De Los Santos 
Jakob Emery Dennis 
Jordan Paul Edwards 
John Brandon Schatz 
Tyler James Weldon 
Tyler A. Whitman 

MARKETING 
Tyler Thomas Anderson 
Susan Aveytia 
Carl Ross Bonano 
Ryan Keith Brown 
Kevin Lee Burright 
Jonathan Douglas Carroll 
Sally Jane Enright 
Kelly Brooke Falksen 
2nd Major: Management
Ericka Renee Gonzalez 
Taylor Lauren Gray 
Andrew J. Koke 
Mark Maxwell Kruger 
Christopher Michael Lawrence 
Keifer Alexander Lenamond 
Jonathan Menjivar Lopez 

Yanming Ma 1
Lyndon Cole Massey 
Janine Lucille Morgan 
Eric Douglas Parks 
Luke Aaron Ramirez 
Michael Patrick Robledo 
Chase Allan Rosenfield 
Noelia Andreina Saucedo 1
2nd Major: Management
Madeline Claire Shapland 
Andrea Elizabeth Siller 
Seyar Elie Akame Soman 
Samuel Joseph Spears 
Madison McKenzie Wall 
Taylor Nicole Woody 
Taylor Brianne Young 
2nd Major: Management

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT 
Victor Lopez 
Anthony Lee McClain 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Acosta 1
Ashley Michele Schirico Adams 3
Ryan Adams
Ilda Reyes Aldana 1
Prisilla Alvarez 3
Yesenia Elizabeth Amador 1
Beatriz Andrade 1
Erin Asher 2
Amber Elizabeth Nichole Askey
Rebecca Marie Austin 1
Hillary Morgan Bauer
Megan L. Bermea 2
Maria Guadalupe Betancourth 2
Kaitlan Ann Blankenship 1
Briana Alexandra Bouldin
Kimberly Lynn Bryant 2
Rebecca Crystal Burch 1
Lilia Aydee Caban Banda 2
Sonia Ivonne Cabrera 1
Claudia Gisselle Castelnau 1
Stephanie Naomi Castillo 1
Emily Rose Castor 1
Diandra Renae Castro
Yamileth Cedillos
Karen Olivia Celestino 2
Gabriela Chavez 3
Rosemarie Chavez 2
Shelcee Clark 1
Mirna Yesenia Colley 2
Nora Celeste Contreras 1
Nancy Cortez 2
Hannah Leigh Courson 3
Jacqueline Gomez Cruz 1
Cherie Nicole Curry 1
Elizabeth De La Cruz 1
Michael Dobratz
Sara Elizabeth Dumboski 1
Amanda Marie Esquivel 2
Amy Ellen Farrell 2
Paige Caroline Faulkner 3
Thalia La Ché Frazier 2

Oriana Flores 2
Leah Renee Foster 2
Elissa Ann Gallagher 3
Amada Lucia Longoria Garcia
Denise Garcia
Monica Garcia 1
Melissa Sarahi Garza 1
Shelby Glover 2
Claudia Gonzalez Alcorta 1
Maria P. Gonzalez 2
Paulina Gonzalez 2
Tavana Grady 1
Austin Grant 1
Sarah Marie Guffey 3
Erika Michelle Gulick
Kimberly Ann Hagins 2
Brittney Rose Henarie 2
Elizabeth Hernandez 2
Susana Herrera 1
Nicole Hilario Ramirez 1
Brittany Nicole Hitt 2
Shalamar Shanay Hood 1
Cayla Brooke Jackson 2
Maria C. Jimenez 2
Braylie Mackenzie Johnson
Andrea Reye Kennedy 3
Crystal Anne Laubach 1
Brittney Francis LeRoy-Monte 3
Kayla Rae Loftin 1
Vanessa Anna Lugo 1
Cristina Luna 2
Melissa Macias 1
Courtney Mahle
Jasmin Jené Mallory 2
Emilio Santos Martinez 2
Kaylee Antonia Martinez 1
Nadia Alexandra Medellin 1
Erin Elizabeth Mesa
Cheyann R. Milner 2
Rachel Kylie Mooney 1
Jovanna Ocegueda 1
Maria Padilla Ochoa 1
Aimee Pacheco 1
Logan Ashley Pence 1
Courtney Taylor Pommerening
Emily Darlene Poor 1
Ashton Marie Pope
Stephen Matthew Posada 1
Cesar Quintero 1
Jannet Arreola Rangel 1
Kathryn Denice Reyna 1
Alma Delia Rodriguez 1
Irene Isabel Rodriguez 1
Myra Rodriguez 2
Lisa Marie Rositas 1
Bertha Ruiz-Orozco 3
Vanessa Lisbeth Ruvalcaba 1
Ana K. Salas 1
Jessica Sanchez Canelo 1
Assata Sanifu 1
Martha Santibanez 3
Samantha J. Santos 2
Travis Andrew Sellards 3
Morgan Paige Stasny 3
Savannah Katherine Stephens 1
Yuliana Thamez 1
Liliana Vargas 1
Laura Varon-Marquez 1
Rachael Lynn Vaughn 1
Keri Ann Wagner 1
Sandy L. Wallace 3
Juliette Anne Wyble 1
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
José Joaquin Dueñas Parales
Dustin R. Kenefake

CIVIL ENGINEERING
Armand Ismael Hernandez
Miguel Alejandro Ortiz
Kamyab Rahnama Moghaddam 4

COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Colton Taylor Heinrich
Victor Andres Solis
Clayton Scott Vass
William Starnes Vining

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Max Bernard Kirkby
Alexander Nikola Schryer 3
Shrey Shrivastava

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING
Ruben Faz 2
Marco A. Garcia
Hermann Antony Niamba

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
James Dalton Calaway
Roberto Antonio Contreras
Hrishikesh Das 2
Duc Trung Ho
Antony Ndungu Kahumbu
Kelsey Nicole Leggett
Hassan Wahaj Malik 2
Saad Siddiq

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
Taylor Leigh Allison

INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING
Nivaldo Agnelo Paiva Avelino
Kyle A. Collins
Hiro Shimizu Goodson 
Daniel John Kasprzak Jr.
Derek Michael Tully 1
Cynthia Yang Xu

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Heriher Shebindu Adam 3
Muhammad Asad Ur Rehman 3
Authen Carrasco
Matthew Alston Carroll
William Leo Christian
Russell Michael Curlee
Brandon Dale Ellis
Raveen Nishendra Fernando
Caleb Willis Funkhouser
Austin Reid Grant
Bella Ana Greenwell Schilling 2
Miles Elliot Gully
Jessica Lynn Keller
Trent Mitchell Lambert
Amin Ali Mohammed
Jeffrey Robert Murray

Jacob Nicholas Orth
Troy D. Palmer
Michael James Phillips
Blake Conrad Pyatt
Yannick S. Sinte
Trenton Lane Smith
Cody James Striker
Sean Nicholas Swigert
Hieu Trung Tran
Robert Austin Welsh 4
Shea Paul Wood
Irene Jingdong Zhou

PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
Rohan Agarwal
Malik Busoul
Madina Intykbayeva

BACHELOR OF ARTS

HONORS ARTS AND LETTERS
Chloe Rose Shrode 1, 5

Varun Vemulapalli 2, 5

 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

APPAREL DESIGN AND  
MANUFACTURING 

Brandy Nicole Calloway 
Ismael Castro 
Elizabeth Claire Kaplan 
Beatriz Machado 
Breana Maricela Martinez 
Raegan Elizabeth McGuire 3
Jessica Chizoba Ozoude 3
Peyton Nicole Warren 
Bonnie Christine Weiler 
Angela Marie Williams 2  

COMMUNITY, FAMILY, AND  
ADDICTION SCIENCES 

Kayla Louise Anderson 
Brittany Anne Pearce 
Sarah Marissa Fuhrmeister 2 
Danielle Marie Hunt 1 
Anna Catherine Loper 
Melissa Ann Silva 
James Edward Smith, Jr. 
Patrick Robert Vann 
Daniela Alexis Villar

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND  
FAMILY STUDIES 

Tye Lea Basquez 
Caitlyn Ann Cannova 2 
Celeste Cherie Conroy 1 
Kambree Madissen Csencsits 
Britnie Alexus De La Vega 
Devin Raye Dixon  
Taylor Jade Dixon 
Christin Maria Donnellan 

Kyndal Leigh Fendley 
Julissa Gonzalez‐Gomez 
Kathryn Mae Hamman 
Tiffany Michelle Hulse 
Aubrie James 
Mackenzie Lee Jordan 
Briana Faith Kayser 
Kyleigh Fawn Kelley 
Mary Elizabeth Martin 
Ciarra Renee Melendez 3 
Victoria Cheree’ Morris 
Kendall Nicole Nutt 
Cheyene Nicole Powell 
Francisca Gallegos Quintero 
Abbie Layne Rose 
Madeline Jane Scogna 
Katy Beth Sepeda 
Jenna Laine Smith 
Alice Marie Vrana 
Bailey Dane Warren 

HUMAN SCIENCES 
Ana Gabriela Arce 
Kara Nicole Balko 2 
Keislyn D'shon Bates 
Lindsey Nicole Biggart 
Kaitlyn Jean Bone 
Vanessa Raquel Brooks 
Kenneth Dalton Brown 
Danlee Rebekah Enzler 2 
Tiffany Nicole Evans 
Noura Farih 2 
Ciarra Louise Galindo 
Sarah Kathryne Garner 
Marrissa Virginia Garza 
Nicholette Eugenia Gavrelos 
Juniece Kiker 3
Molly LouAnne Lee 2 
Brittney Leann Magnuson 
Kyla Ann Miller 
Madison Nicole Nagy 
Audrey Nnedi Okpara 
Bristol Lee‐Taupo Olomua 
Brittnie Michelle Shock 
John‐Wesley Douglas Smith 
Niem Kayvon Stevenson 
Stephanie Michelle Stevenson 
Hannah Morgan Sykora 
Mychealon Thomas 
Payton Alexandra Thomas
Carly Catherine Tull 
Christian Elias Viescas 
Samantha Whitaker 

NUTRITION 
Brenda Sucena Araujo 
Kendra Chastain Bailey 1 
Katia Montserrat Castillo 
Rebecca Nicole Cross 2 
Erica Sue Davis 
Kriti Dhungel 
Tochi Eboh 2 
Henry Nebale Efamba, Jr. 
Caraline Grace Fisher 
Tamara Nicole Forburger 
Katherine Elizabeth Gense 
Alexandra Denise Kobus 
Julia Anne Nichols 
Jordyn Lexi Poindexter 
Taylor Jean Preston 2 
Jordan Starr 
Emily Margaret Tracy 2
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PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Adam Charles Carlton 

RESTAURANT, HOTEL, AND  
INSTITUTIONAL MANAGEMENT 

Honoria Sole Andrews 
Cameron Alexander Barrett 
A'aya Nasser Bashiti 
Jolie Danielle Bass 
Ciara Claire Berry 
Alyssa Nicolle Box 
Marisol Renee Garza 
Justin John Gregg 
Hannah Carter Lindsey 
Sonia Gabriella Loera 
Hannah Kate McLeod 
Scott Harrison Peerman 
Caitlin Angelique Ramirez 
Tyler Scott Rogers
Mikayla Danielle Sanders 
Kendall Paige Tilling 
Jacqueline Torres

RETAIL MANAGEMENT 
Salman Ali 
Hayley Nicole Boylan 
Haley Marie Davis 
Elizabeth Bernadette Estrada 3 
Megan Elizabeth Gray 
Shannon Leigh Hirl 
Bailey Nicole Martin 1 
Dahlila Renee' McDonough 
Blake Edward Miller 
Natalie Vanessa Rangel 
Sierra Mali Snyder 3

BACHELOR OF ARTS

ADVERTISING 
Kasey R. Barnes
Jade Jaclyn Beerman 
Cason Sloan Brownlee 
Brandon Burke 
Cory Brian Frederick 
Tanyamarie Inez Gumtang Sering 
James Kerr Hague
Grant Stice Haka 
Nicolas Hauptmann 
Ariana Gabrielle Hernandez 
Vivien Hock 
Zachary Lynn Hyles 
Trevor Malik Lloyd 
Zachary Boyce Merklein 
Alexa Rae Moreno
2nd Major: Media Strategies  
Matthew Todd Redwine 
Jennifer Nicole Rogers 
Anthony Ray Rosas 
Alec Nicholas Sobocinski 

Davis Soch 
Morgan Kennedy Taff 
Daniel T. Tomeny 
Nicholas Watkins 
Molly Webber 3

COMMUNICATION STUDIES
Joshua Christian Amosson 
Connelly Preston Bock 
Robert Harry Dobbs III
Elizabeth Fraser 
Madison Rose Guyer 
Obie David Hallum 
Madeleine Hogle
Mattea Leigh Luckstead 1 
Kalyn Mclean 
Sean O'Dell 
Ricky Gonzales Perez 
Sydney Dimitrafay Ross 
Madison Beverly-Jon Sandvig 
Elizabeth Rubi Soto 
Curtis Victor Spivey 
Paige Elizabeth Stewardson 
Samantha Marie Zurita 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND  
COMMUNICATIONS

Grant Stephenson Andrews 
Jeremy Santos Gonzales
Nicholas Allan Hay 1 
Karson William Jones 
Christopher Allen Matthews 
Taylor Brooke Olson 
Grant Precella 
Sara Elizabeth Sanchez 
Travis Jeffrey Seifer 
Simranjit Singh  

JOURNALISM
Jasmine Cheyney Stevens
Jonah Dean Tuls 2 ,4

Haley Renee Turner 2

MEDIA STRATEGIES
Omar Baasiri 
Michael Bahls 
Sarah Elizabeth Carsey 
Kathryn Ann Conway 
Herbert DeAnthony Frazier, Jr. 
Austin Michael Gutierrez 
Ian Dwyer Johnsen 
Bailey Jones 
Brian Kimball 
Katelin Hannah Kirkpatrick 
Kristina Paige Lamb-Marquez 
Cameron Scott Litzkow 
Brittany Lowry 
Carlos Hanks McDonald 
Trey T. McDonald 
Randel Gage Nugent 
Devon Olivia Peddie 
Danielle Marie Richardson 
Nicolo Andrew Rossorelli 
Danielle Marie Siek 
Leighton Webster 
Luke Lawrence Zeske 

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Kiki Brooke Alshouse 
Lauren Alexis Barta 
Blake Alexander Bayardo 
Hannah Sheree Bowden 
Devin Michelle Cade  
Mariah Celeste Contreras 
Jessica Karina Gomez 
Alexandra Lee Hansen 
Ashleigh Michelle Hernandez 
Kendall Leigh Hoff 
Cailyn Hossner 
Seok Hyun Kang 
Riley Elizabeth Karr  
Marcos Joel Lira 
Meagan Alysse Macke 
Erik Thomas Mahal 
Patrick O'Grady McKenney 
Ashleigh Nicole Mitchell 
Johnny Rene Morales 
Minsung Park 
Shawnda Price 
Maggie Jean Puente 
Shannon Evelyn Rawdon 
Kaitlyn Michelle Shindoll 2
Weston Reid Swift 
Laura Elyse Throneberry 
Michael Thomas John Tkatchuk 
Briana Nicole Vela
2nd Degree: Spanish 
Delaney Jaye Vickers 
Jessica Brooke Weiner 
Madison Allena Wilson 
Alyssa Danielle Yount

University Programs
T E X A S  T E C H  U N I V E R S I T Y

TM

BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS 
AND SCIENCES

Sehar Karimi Perez

BACHELOR OF ARTS

UNIVERSITY STUDIES
Brooks Taylor Baack
Brandon Layne Barry
Brielle S. Blaire
Hannah Aileen Byrne
Chasity Marie Chavez
Brady Arthur Davis 3
Anna Margaret Dimit
Angela Lyn Everett-Melton
Raymond Anthony Flores
Austin Stewart Fuller
Lonzell Gilmore
Lawrence Shea Green
Carolyn Marie Harden
Kristen Victoria Hayes
Colleen Dianne Henson
Sean Perry Hightower
Mitchell Edward Johnson
Michael Jay Justice
Barbara Jean Kerr
Tyler John-Francis Kiernan
Thomas Peyton Mahan
Braden Kale Martin

1Summa Cum Laude     2Magna Cum Laude     3Cum Laude     4With Honors     5With Highest Honors
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U N D E R G R A D U A T E  C A N D I D A T E S

Ashley Ann McPherson
Spencer John Murray
Sandra Orozco
Joseph G. Payne
William Michael Pellowski
Jessica Caitlyn Phelps
Joe Marcus Ramirez
Ronnie Alexander Richardson
Riley Day Roberts 3
Joseph Kai Rounce
Stevie Michelle Sanchez 1
Garrett Thomas Setnan
Alejandro Gutierrez Suarez Jr.
Robert Scott Taylor
Luke Christian Tiller
Joshua Edward Webster
Mauriette Alexandria Williams
Gabrielle Simone Willis
Kaul McFarlin Wilson 3
Michael Max Yi

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

UNIVERSITY STUDIES
Jonathan Arenivas
Clayton Kyle Brake
Luis Casares
Nathan Paul Donovan
Judy Edwards
Dustin Rey Hernandez
Jack Edward Routt
Colton Tyler West

WIND ENERGY 
Victor Edwardo Avila
Hayden Brooks Andrews
Zackery Lon Barker
Giulio Ulmini Valle Danino
Joshua Craig DeWees
Cesar Leonardo Escobar
Thomas Dean Manning
Michael George Medrano
Ian James Metcalf 1
April Nikole Villarreal

 
BACHELOR OF ARTS

MUSIC
Austin Charles Jones 3

THEATRE ARTS
Andrey Mendoza

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

ART
Haleigh Briana Corcorran 2
Callie Murray 2
Alexis Brooke Tutt
Dulce M. Villanueva

THEATRE ARTS
Jacob Slade Charlebois 3
Charlotte Evans Harris 3
Stetson Garth Smith

BACHELOR OF MUSIC
Edward Prentis Hafers Allen, Jr
Bethany Noelle Herrera
Ella Marie Lowrance
Jorge Alfredo Martinez 3
Talisa Desiree Soto
Nathan Patrick Thorp
Joseph Mark Vasinda 1

1Summa Cum Laude     2Magna Cum Laude     3Cum Laude     4With Honors     5With Highest Honors

R E C E P T I O N S  A N D  O T H E R  C E R E M O N I E S

INDIVIDUAL COLLEGE RECEPTIONS

Immediately After Commencement Ceremony

College of Architecture   |   Architecture Gallery 

OTHER CEREMONY

Air Force ROTC Military Commissioning   |   Friday, August 10, 2:00 p.m., International Cultural Center
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C O L L E G E  B A N N E R S

The banners displayed at Texas 
Tech University commencement 
ceremonies are patterned on 

military, political, and trade guild insig-
nia that date back to the Middle Ages 
and beyond. Known as gonfalons, they 
most closely resemble the flags created 
by Italian city states before and during 
the Renaissance. The Texas Tech Univer-
sity flags were individually designed to 
display symbols and colors that represent 
the areas of interest of each unit.

The Faculty Banner displays the univer-
sity colors, red with black, and features 
the university seal encircled by the words 
“Seal of Texas Tech University.” The seal 
was designed by William Ward Watkin, 

the original campus master 
planner, in 1924. The 
shield is a black escutcheon 
quartered by a red cross, 
on which are arrayed 10 
cotton bolls, symbolic of 
the importance of cotton to 
West Texas and represent-
ing Lubbock County and 
the nine surrounding cot-

ton-producing counties. These symbols 
also reflect one of the original missions 
of Texas Technological College: “To pro-
vide students with a thorough education 
in textiles and technical engineering.” 
The shield features emblems that evoke 
the university, community, state and 
nation. In the upper-right quadrant, a 
book symbolizes religion and academic 
traditions. A star in the upper-left corner 
stands for the Lone Star State of Texas. In 
the lower left a key represents home, and 
in the lower right the lamp of knowl-
edge indicates the primary mission of 
Texas Tech University: “To develop and 
advance knowledge.” Above the shield, 
an eagle, the national bird of the United 
States, spreads its wings. Mindful of the 
claims of all these constituencies, the 
faculty of the university create, transmit, 
and preserve knowledge.

The College of Agricultural Sciences & 
Natural Resources was one of the four 
founding schools of the university in 
1924. The college banner was redesigned 
for use in the May 2005 graduation. Dr. 

Marvin Cepica, former 
dean of the college, 
developed the design 
with approval and 
input from the College 
Marketing Committee. 
The background color, 
maize, was established 
by the Intercollegiate 
Code to represent the 
agricultural disciplines. 

The design, with a map of the continent 
of North America, reflects the global 
scope of modern agriculture and natural 
resources management.

The dimensions and proportions of 
the College of Architecture banner 
are based on the Golden Ratio creating 

the Golden Rectangle, 
within which is the 
logarithmic Golden 
Spiral. The ancient 
Greeks recognized these 
geometries as significant 
and aesthetically pleas-
ing, and architects from 
Vitruvius to Corbusier 
have used these pro-

portions as a means of design. The blue 
diagonal lines represent the architectural 
diagram, while the blue-violet fabric, 
the designated color for Architecture, is 
woven in a chevron pattern represent-
ing the complexity of digital design and 
fabrication. The banner was designed by 
David Isern and Simon Alvarez, gradu-
ates of the college.

The blue background color of the Col-
lege of Education banner reflects the 
light blue color designated for education 

by the Intercollegiate 
Code and is also seen 
in the velvet border of 
education master’s and 
doctoral hoods and 
doctoral gowns. The 
upper area of the banner 
carries a school building 
encircled by the words 
“College of Education” 
and “Scholarship, Lead-

ership, Service” to represent the primary 
roles of the college as a unit dedicated 

to preparing teachers and furthering 
educational scholarship, leadership, and 
service. The Double T logo appears at the 
bottom of the banner.

The Jerry S. Rawls College of Business 
banner was designed through a collab-
orative effort of the staff in the college’s 

Undergraduate Services 
Center. The background 
color of the banner is 
drab. The central image 
on the banner is a map 
of the world centered on 
Lubbock with the Texas 
Tech University Double 
T symbol rising from a 
focal point in the South 
Plains. Below are the 

words “Excellence in a Global Market.” 
The banner symbolizes the impact of 
globalization in the modern business 
environment.

The College of Arts & Sciences banner 
was redesigned in 2014 by Randy Lacy, 

unit coordinator in the 
college. Crafted with 
classical typography and 
bold lines, the banner 
replaces the previous col-
lege seal with the famous 
Double T logo. The red 
and black colors appro-
priately represent the 
largest and most diverse 

college in the university. 

The Graduate School banner is blue. 
Imposed on this background is a white 
circle within a light blue one. These 
circles contain the image of a golden 
open book and a burning lamp. The 
open book symbolizes knowledge and 

the lamp represents a 
light by which to study. 
The banner was designed 
by the late Associate 
Dean Thomas Langford 
and Ms. Beth Cain, who 
was a Graduate School 
staff member and artist 
for many years.
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of Visual & Performing 
Arts” in silver, linked by a 
dynamic red ampersand 
representing the merging 
of three departments into 
the college. Centered in 
the banner is the college’s 
original award-winning 
logo designed by the Price 

Group in 2002, the same year the college 
was founded. The logo is a circle divided 
into three sectors, each representing one 
of the three units of the college: a blue 
eye for the School of Art, a red lyre for 
the School of Music, and a golden spot-
light for the School of Theatre and Dance. 
All three artistic icons are encased by a 
circular banner which reads: “Texas Tech 
University.” The shape of the banner was 
selected through a student competition, 
and the banner was made by personnel in 
the Costume Shop of the Department of 
Theatre and Dance.

The symbols on the Texas Tech Uni-
versity Libraries’ banner reinforce the 
idea that the Library is the center of 
knowledge on campus. As such, it is the 
guardian and giver of knowledge and 

information. The key in 
the foreground of the 
banner symbolizes the 
Libraries’ role as guard-
ian and safe keeper of 
all ideas. In the not too 
distant past, knowl-
edge was considered 
sacred or something 
that was best kept 

locked away, thus the symbolism of the 
key. The flames symbolize the Libraries’ 
other and equally important role as the 
giver of knowledge, providing access to 
wisdom. For centuries, the use of fire was 
believed to be man’s first step on the path 
to civilization; one characteristic of fire is 
its ability to spread, which represents the 
Library’s role as purveyor of knowledge. 
The colors of the flames symbolize the 
three broad branches of knowledge; scar-
let for humanities, gold for sciences, and 
the purple flame for social sciences. 

The banner of the Edward E. Whitacre 
Jr. College of Engineering features the 
seal of the college set on a field of orange, 

the academic color for 
engineering. The seal of 
the college, inspired by a 
2009 design by chemi-
cal engineering student 
Unwana Essien, is 
encircled with a border 
of red, white, and black, 
symbolizing the spirit of 
Texas Tech University 
and the Red Raiders. 

The two stars represent the ethical duty 
of engineers to themselves and society. 
The four symbols in the center of the seal 
stand for the foundations of engineering:
• The light bulb, surrounded by a ribbon 
and questions, represents the inspiration 
of engineers to answer questions and 
solve problems.
• The square and globe represent the 
engineer’s work as building blocks for the 
world.
• The hammer and screwdriver represent 
the practical application of the engineer’s 
work.
• The atomic figure surrounding the 
beaker represents the confluence of math, 
science, and technology in the mind of 
the engineer.

The Honors College banner features 
a sky blue field onto which is placed a 

silhouette of one of the 
Administration Building 
bell towers in dark blue. 
Superimposed on the sil-
houette is the Honors Col-
lege emblem in gold: an 
open book that transforms 
into a bird taking flight. 
This symbol represents 
how learning stimulates 
human creativity. At the 
bottom of the banner are 

the words in gold: “University Honors 
College.”

The College of Human Sciences ban-
ner was redesigned in 2016 and adapted 
from an original design by former faculty 
member Dr. Ben Goh. The design depicts 
an adult, an adolescent, and a child. The 
diversity of faces and ages represents the 

families and commu-
nities served by the 
college in its mission to 
improve and enhance 
human lives through 
teaching, research, and 
outreach. The image of 
the globe represents the 
goal of not only serving 
the lives of those in the 

local community, but also connecting 
with the global community.

The College of Media & Communica-
tion banner illustrates waves of informa-
tion emanating from a single point—one 
voice heard by many. The banner is white 

with a crimson back-
ground framing waves 
of information reaching 
the public. Crimson is 
the color assigned by the 
Intercollegiate Code to 
journalism, the com-
mon core subject area 
of the college. The white 
field represents honesty, 

decency, and purity. Beneath the crimson 
is the name of the college. 

The banner for University Programs 
exhibits the colors of Texas Tech with a 
red background trimmed in black. The 
focus of the banner is the silhouette of 
the Administration Building’s bell tower, 

which is an iconic sym-
bol of Texas Tech. Just as 
the university is com-
prised of many parts, 
University Programs 
integrates multiple 
programs from colleges 
across the university. 
The traditional Double 
T placed in a window of 
the tower signifies the 

future that awaits students who complete 
these programs in preparation for suc-
cessful careers.

The J.T. & Margaret Talkington College 
of Visual & Performing Arts banner is 
black with a blue drape surmounted by 
a silver swathe that evokes the creative 
energy infused in all the arts. The top of 
the banner features the words “College 
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A C A D E M I C  D R E S S  A N D  P R O C E S S I O N

Wearing academic dress at commencement ceremo-
nies dates from the early history of the oldest uni-
versities created during the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries. Because educated people were almost always of 
the clergy, the black gown is an adaptation of the “cope,” a 
long mantle or cloak of silk or other cloth worn by church 
dignitaries in processions and on other occasions. The long 
gown and cowl (similar to the academic hood of today) were 
worn by priests and monks for warmth in the cold medieval 
buildings.

In the early centuries, a great diversity of color and style of 
cap, gown, and hood appeared in different universities of 
Europe. The European custom of wearing academic dress was 
later introduced at American colleges. Not until after 1895 
was a uniform academic code of dress adopted by most U.S. 
colleges and universities. Today, the black robe, hood, and 
cap are worn at most institutions of higher learning. Some 
institutions have authorized doctoral gowns in colors other 
than the customary black.

The gowns used in American academic ceremonies vary ac-
cording to the highest degree awarded to the wearer. Usually 
the bachelor’s robe has long pointed sleeves and the master’s 
has oblong sleeves, square at the end with a slit at the elbow. 
The doctoral gown is a more elaborate robe faced down the 
front with velvet and across the bell-shaped sleeves with 
three bars of velvet. The velvet facing and bars may be of the 
color distinctive to the field of study. 

The doctoral hood has side panels and is slightly longer than 
the one worn for the master’s degree. The color used in the 
velvet border of the hood indicates the field of study. The 
velvet border is widest on the doctor’s hood, and the colors of 
the lining indicate the college or university that conferred the 
degree. 

For example, those who have received advanced degrees from 
Texas Tech University wear hoods lined with red and black. 

The Oxford—the so-called mortarboard—is black and has a 
long tassel fastened to the center. The tassel is usually worn 
with the pendant over the left front of the cap. Different 
colored tassels are often worn on the bachelor’s and master’s 
caps to indicate the type of degree. The tassel on the cap of 
the doctoral candidate, except for professional degrees, is 
either gold or black. The doctoral degree holders may also 
wear the velvet tam with a gold tassel. 

Candidates for the undergraduate degree will wear the tas-
sel on the right side of the cap at commencement. After the 
degrees have been conferred, baccalaureate degree  
recipients will turn the tassel to the left side of the cap, thus 
showing that they are now graduates. Those graduates who 
have the official Texas Tech Alumni Association class ring are 
invited to turn their rings at this time.

Candidates wearing red cords have earned the Latin designa-
tions of cum laude, magna cum laude or summa cum laude 
based on a minimum 3.5 cumulative grade point average. 
Candidates wearing kite-shaped medallions are Honors Col-
lege graduates earning a minimum of 24 hours of Honors 
coursework. Medallions with red ribbons indicate a notation 
of “With Honors” (non-thesis) and gold ribbons indicating a 
notation of “With Highest Honors” (thesis). 

Phi Beta Kappa students may wear their membership key as 
well as the society’s dark blue honor stole and/or pink and 
blue honor cords. Members of Phi Kappa Phi, Mortar Board, 
and other honor societies may likewise display their societ-
ies’ medallions and honor cords. Texas Tech University has 
five university-wide honoraries: Golden Key, Mortar Board, 
Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Beta Kappa, and Phi Kappa Phi. 

MASTER’S ROBE: Velvet facing around the neck corresponds to 
color representing the field of study; hood lining represents the  
colors of the institution that conferred the degree. 

DOCTORAL ROBE: Velvet facing on front of robe and three bars 
on sleeve correspond to color representing the field of study; hood lin-
ing represents the colors of the institution that conferred the degree. 
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COLORS REPRESENTING FIELDS OF STUDY
The following is a list of colors established by the Intercollegiate Code representing 
departments of learning and fields of study:

Maize | Agriculture
Blue-Violet | Architecture
White | Arts, Letters and Humanities
Drab | Business Administration
Lilac | Dentistry
Copper | Economics
Light Blue | Education
Orange | Engineering
Brown | Fine Arts
Russet | Forestry
Maroon | Human Sciences
Crimson | Journalism
Purple | Law
Lemon | Library Science
Green | Medicine
Pink | Music
Apricot | Nursing
Silver Gray | Oratory (Speech)
Olive Green | Pharmacy
Dark Blue | Philosophy
Sage Green | Physical Education
Peacock Blue | Public Administration
Salmon Pink | Public Health
Gold-Yellow | Science
Citron | Social Work
Scarlet | Theology or Divinity
Gray | Veterinary Science

HONOR CORDS / MEDALLION
The following is a list of honor cords/medallions issued by colleges. 

Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources | Green 
Architecture | White and Gold 
Arts & Sciences | Royal Blue  
Business Administration | Royal Blue and Gold 
Education | Jade Green and Violet 
Engineering | Orange 
Honors | Honors Medallion 
Human Sciences | Maroon 
Media & Communication | Crimson 
University Programs | Red 
Visual & Performing Arts | Brown 
Wind Energy | Blue and Green

UNDERGRADUATE ROBE: A red stole displaying the Double T and 
seal of Texas Tech University distinguishes students receiving baccalaureate 
degrees. Degree candidates wearing red cords will graduate with honors 
designations based on a minimum 3.5 GPA.

TEXAS TECH COMMENCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

GRADUATE PHOTOGRAPHS

A professional photographer will be taking photos of graduates 
as they receive their diplomas. You may view and order photos 
online at www.candidcolorphotography.com. Click on “view 
proofs” and then “graduations.” Images will be posted within 
48 hours of the ceremony. Photographers also will be available 
after the ceremony for photos of friends and family with the 
graduates. Photographers will be located outside the arena 
near the north parking lot. There is no charge or obligation for 
having these photos taken. 

COMMENCEMENT DVD

The Texas Tech Alumni Association encourages graduates to 
order a Texas Tech Commencement DVD to commemorate their 
achievement. The $45 purchase also will include a one-year Tex-
as Tech Alumni Association gift membership. This membership 
will help graduates stay connected to Texas Tech. To reserve 
a copy of today’s ceremony, complete and mail an order form 
located at one of the tables in each corner of the concourse. Do 
not leave the forms on the tables. Please mail them to the ad-
dress on the form. To learn more about the Alumni Association, 
visit www.TexasTechAlumni.org or call 806.742.3641. 
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  M A C E

CROWNED BY A FLAME symbolizing the Light of Knowledge, the Texas Tech University Presidential Mace is the sym-
bolic staff of the power and authority of the university. It is constructed of lathed and molded bronze that has been rubbed 
with a layer of 24K gold. The school crest is presented on either side directly under the flame. Hand-rubbed black walnut 

has been used for the connecting shafts. The mace was designed by Professor Robly A. Glover in the School of Art. Professor Glover’s 
artwork is on display throughout the United States and included in the permanent collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, The 
Yale Silver Collection, and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.

Professor Robly A. Glover  
carries the Presidential Mace  
he designed for Texas Tech University 

MACE BEARERS

9:00 A.M., AUGUST 11 ...............................................................LYOMBE EKO, PH.D.
 Professor of Journalism and Electronic Media, 

College of Media & Communication

1:30 P.M., AUGUST 11 ......................................................... LYNN HUFFMAN, PH.D.
 Professor of Restaurant, Hotel and Institutional Management,

Executive Associate Dean,
 College of Human Sciences

Graduating seniors who have maintained an overall 4.0 GPA include the following:

Claudia Gonzalez Alcorta
Weston Lee Allen
Ian Michael Ash
Kendra Chastain Bailey
Jarrod Roy Bridges
Hayley Lynn Brownlow

Celeste Cherie Conroy
Alexander Edmond Cooke
Elizabeth De La Cruz
Rachel Lynn Gray
Danielle Marie Hunt
Morgan Michelle Kidd

Mattea Leigh Luckstead
Elizabeth Kay McKenna
Ian James Metcalf
Whitney Elizabeth Williams
Katelyn Danielle Wilson
Wendey Marie Wurmstein

G R A D U A T I O N  H O N O R S

The following students are being commissioned as a Second Lieutenant  
in the United States Air Force: 
Caleb Funkhouser
Hiro Goodson
Michael Wurmstein
Cody Peck
Jessica Keller

The following students are being commissioned as a Second Lieutenant  
in the Texas Army National Guard: 
Joshua Austin Valdez

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  M I L I T A R Y  C O M M I S S I O N S
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The first athletic teams of the university 

were known as the Matadors, a name 

that reflected the Spanish architectural 

influence on campus. The change from 

Matadors to Red Raiders occurred after 

a Lubbock Avalanche-Journal writer com-

mented on the red uniforms and strong 

season of the 1932 football team, saying 

“the Red Raiders from Texas Tech” were 

the terror of the Southwest Conference. 

The name caught on and by 1936 the 

team was renamed the Red Raiders. No 

changes were ever made to the lyrics of 

the school song, which was penned in 

1930. Page from 1936 Student Handbook 

courtesy of the Southwest Collection.


