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POLS 2371 – Comparative Politics
SELF-PACED ONLINE COURSE

Contact Information
Instructor: Melda Ozsut
[bookmark: _Hlk120718652]Email Address: selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu
Delivery Method: online (asynchronous, self-paced); This self-paced course is available 24/7 by logging into Blackboard. As an asynchronous course, there are no regularly scheduled class meetings.
Support Contact: selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu

Response Time for Email Questions 
You will receive a response to any general course inquiry within 2 business days.

Course Prerequisites
None.

Course Description
This course acquaints students with the study of Comparative Politics. The content and organization may diverge significantly from other approaches to Comparative Politics; in particular, it eschews the study of politics as a series of case studies of individual countries. First, we will discuss how political scientists form questions and evaluate hypotheses about general political phenomenon. Subsequently, we explore many of the major scholarly questions and debates within Comparative Politics. What holds the state together? Why do democracies form in some places and not others? What impact do different democratic institutions have on economic outcomes?

[bookmark: Contact_Information]Instead of turning to historical narratives about specific countries, political scientists seek to understand general patterns of similarities and differences between countries. At the end of this course, students should have an appreciation of the variety of approaches political scientists take to identifying and explaining variations between countries and what they mean for policy outcomes.

Course Textbook/Materials	
[bookmark: Professionalism]William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder, and Sona Nadenichek Golder, Principles of Comparative Politics, 3rd ed. (CQ Press), 2017. ISBN 978-1506318127

Expected Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you will be able to:
· Define comparative politics.
· Explain the modern state by understanding the differences between democracy and dictatorship.
· Explain the different types of democracies and dictatorships
· Discuss the political outcomes from the different types of democracies.

Course Structure
This self-paced course has the following structure:
· 5 Modules
· Each Module is divided into Units, with 14 total Units for the course
· Each Unit is divided into Lessons, with 39 total Lessons in the course
· Each Unit (except the first) has a Unit Quiz
· There is a Midcourse Exam after Module 3
· There is a Final Exam after Module 5
Work through the Modules, Units, and Lessons in order to study and learn the content.
Methods of Assessment 
Students will be assessed with the unit quizzes, the midcourse exam, and the final exam. To be successful, students will have to take an active role in the learning process by completing the reading assignments, watching the videos and lectures, and completing the assessments.
	
	Assignments

	1
	Quizzes: Used to assess the student’s comprehension of the reading material.

	2
	Midcourse Exam: Comprehensive exam covering modules 1-3.

	3
	Final Exam: Comprehensive exam covering modules 1-5.



Sample Length of Time for Course
This self-paced course should take no longer than 6 months to complete. After enrolling in the course, you will have 6 months to complete all course requirements. Even though 6 months are allotted, we find many learners complete the course in a shorter timeframe. If you’d like to follow a fixed schedule, here is a sample timeline:

8-week example
Week One: Complete Units 1 & 2
Week Two: Complete Units 3 & 4
Week Three: Complete Units 5 & 6
Week Four: Complete Unit 7 and the Midcourse Exam
Week Five: Complete Units 8 & 9
Week Six: Complete Units 10 & 11
Week Seven: Complete Units 12 & 13
Week Eight: Complete Unit 14 and the Final Exam
Plan to be successful. A key factor to success in this course is planning. You must plan when you will work on this course. You cannot leave everything to the last minute. It will be difficult to complete the 14 Units if you do not pace yourself adequately.  
Grading Criteria
This is a self-paced course. You will not see due dates posted throughout the course. You will have a six-month timeframe to complete all assignments, projects, and exams for this course. The evaluation and course grade will be based on the following factors and points:   

	Methods of Assessment
	Percentage

	 Unit Quizzes
	30%

	Midcourse Exam
	35%

	Final Exam
	35%

	Cumulative Total Points:
	100%



You can use this grade distribution to calculate what is possible for you based on your grades on assignments. Please note the weighting of each assignment and keep it in mind as you complete your work.
Course grades are assigned based on the table below: 
	Grades
	Percent (%) of Available Points

	A
	90-100%

	B
	80-89%

	C
	70-70%

	D
	60-69%

	F
	59% or below


Grades are not assigned based on individual need.
· Please, do not request your final grade to be rounded, curved, or increased.
· [bookmark: Other_Grading_Policies]Please, do not ask for extra credit

Course Requirements & Policies 
Grading/Response Time for Feedback on Assignments
You will receive automatic feedback immediately after submission of any Blackboard tests. You will receive feedback on any written assignments within two business days of submission. 

Requisite Technology Skills Needed for the Course
For this course, you will need access to a PC or Mac desktop or laptop. Also, this course requires the use of word processing and presentation software that is compatible with Microsoft Office formats. Instructions for downloading Microsoft Office are available in the Getting Started page under Technology Requirements. You will be accessing links to the internet and downloading a few documents. For all Blackboard courses, Chrome is the recommended browser.

Technical Issues
If you experience technical difficulties, contact selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu to help resolve the issue. All technical issues must be resolved prior to submission of an assignment or test. Do not wait until the last minute to discover that you’re having technical problems!

Server Problems
If the Blackboard server needs downtime for maintenance, the Blackboard administrator will contact you on TTU’s Blackboard site, informing the time and date.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism (TTU OP 34.12)
“Academic dishonesty” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, misrepresenting facts, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same assignment for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor) or the attempt to commit such an act. If a student is involved in any form of academic misconduct and is proven that the action took place, the instructor may initiate a disciplinary action.

The penalties for academic dishonesty can include but not limited to a zero or a grade of "F" on the work in question, a grade of "F" in the course, or suspension. Please make sure that you reviewed the university’s policy on Academic Integrity.  

Special Needs (TTU OP 34.22)
If you are needing course content accommodations for accessibility reasons, please contact elearning.oa@ttu.edu with your request.” The request will be reviewed and you will receive a response within five business days.

Accessibility

The TTU Self-Paced Program is committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. To achieve our goal of accessibility for all learners, we are committed to ensuring that all: 
· Course videos offer closed captioning.
· Blackboard text and images are formatted to be compatible with screen readers.
· Documents are formatted to be compatible with screen readers.
· Assignments and quizzes have unlimited time and unlimited attempts.

For questions about the accessibility, or to request additional accommodations, please contact Online Accessibility at Texas Tech.

Online Netiquette
Students are expected to maintain an online environment conducive to learning, which includes “netiquette” (Internet etiquette). The following site includes basic rules for Online Discussion Netiquette. Ensure that your email messages, discussion board postings, and other electronic communications are thoughtful.  Diverse opinions are welcome in this course. The following are prohibited:  
· making offensive remarks in e-mail or the discussion board,
· using inappropriate language or discussing inappropriate topics online,
· spamming,
· hacking, 
· using TTU or Blackboard e-mail or discussion board for commercial purposes,
· using all caps (considered shouting in online communications), and
· cyber-bullying or online harassment of any type.
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