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SPAN 1502 – The Second Course in Spanish I
SELF-PACED ONLINE COURSE

Contact Information
Instructor: Katherine Brooke
[bookmark: _Hlk120718652]Email Address: selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu

Delivery Method: online (asynchronous, self-paced); This self-paced course is available 24/7 by logging into Blackboard. As an asynchronous course, there are no regularly scheduled class meetings.

Support Contact: selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu

Response Time for Email Questions 
You will receive a response to any general course inquiry within 2 business days.

Course Prerequisites
Completion of SPAN 1501.

Course Description
Spanish 1502 is the second semester of a four-semester Spanish Foundations program at TTU designed for students who have had Spanish 1501 at TTU or the equivalent. We will emphasize speaking, listening, reading and writing skills, as well as focus on cultures of the Spanish-speaking world and developing intercultural competence. 

Course Textbook/Materials	
You are required to acquire two separate licenses for this course, Contraseña and LinguaMeeting. 
	Purchase 1 - $85[image: Logo, company name
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	Our textbook, Contraseña, is required for all students. It is a fully online interactive e-text (with printable pages and resources). Your code is valid for the duration of this self-paced course. 
You will find detailed instructions for how to purchase the e-text in Blackboard. 


 
	Purchase 2 - $65
LinguaMeeting: online Spanish coaching sessions (30 minutes per session) 
[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated] 
	1. Follow instructions in Blackboard to purchase.  
2. Purchase access for 11 sessions. - $65
3. Select the sessions that best fit your schedule (write them down in your personal calendar since each student has different sessions). Recommendation: Schedule ALL 12 sessions when you sign up. Sign up with the same coach for most of your sessions. The key with these sessions is that you want to cover the material in the Unit in the e-text before you have your scheduled sessions for that Unit.  


 
	Required Digital Tools: 
	1. Reliable computer, either a PC running Windows 2000 or later, or a Mac running OS X or later.  
2. Webcam 
3. Headset with a microphone 
4. Hi-speed internet connection 
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	Students should access information (syllabi, course calendar, information, grades, etc.) for this course through Blackboard. The course calendar contains a map of all course requirements due throughout the course.
Additionally, the following activities are accessed/completed directly through Blackboard: 
1. Interactive Video: Review & Practice 
2. Final presentation instructions  
3. Instructor videos 


 
	Quick list of course web sites 
	Blackboard 
Contraseña  
LinguaMeeting   



Expected Student Learning Outcomes
The primary goal of SPAN 1502 is to enable students to achieve basic communicative skills in Spanish. By the end of the semester, you should be able to do the following:
· Interpret spoken Spanish in simple conversations directed to you. 
· Apply Spanish language skills to communicate simple ideas and survive in a Spanish-speaking country. 
· Handle the basic language functions and forms (tenses and other grammatical forms) in simple sentences in speaking and writing 
· Interpret the main ideas and some details of short, printed texts such as announcements, advertisements, brochures 
· Recognize the cultural values, products and practices of the Hispanic world.

Course Structure
This self-paced course has the following recommended structure/cycle for each lesson. You will keep working through the content in this cycle to study the content, practice the content, then work with your language coach to put the content into conversation. 
Step 1) Complete assigned work in the e-text, Contraseña, for the given Unidad (unit).  
Step 2) Watch the instructor video(s) for the same Unidad (unit) and answer the questions related to the video(s). 
Step 3) Schedule your session with your LinguaMeeting coach. Meet with your coach. Your coach will work with you to be able to converse in Spanish. They are trained to work with beginners. They will speak in Spanish but they are skilled and know how to help you communicate in Spanish. If at all possible, it’s highly recommended to schedule all twelve sessions with the same coach. This is very difficult to do if you need to meet at inconsistent times each week. If you are able to meet at the same time each week, it’s very easy to schedule with the same coach. The sessions are 30 minutes long. You will have access to the recordings of your sessions. Your course instructor will also have access to these recordings.  

Methods of Assessment 
This course design follows the three-pillar model for online Spanish program design as outlined in  
Marull, C., & Kumar, S. (2020). Authentic Language Learning through Telecollaboration in Online Courses. TechTrends, 64(4), 628-635. 
The three-pillars model includes Collaborative Practice, Independent Practice, and Assessments.  
In this course these pillars are achieved through: 
· Collaborative Practice: Weekly LinguaMeeting Coaching Sessions and affiliated activities  
· Independent Practice: Contraseña book activities; Interactive Videos: review & practice activities (though these do contain some asynchronous collaboration) 
· Assessments: two formal written assessments and one final oral presentation 
ORIENTATION & WELCOME ACTIVITIES 
You will complete an Orientation in Blackboard. You will be directed to purchase the required materials, get an overview of the structure of the course and course materials, complete a syllabus quiz and, after gaining access to our textbook, you will complete activities to introduce you to the textbook platform. You will complete a self-paced orientation webinar (interactive video) to set you up for success in this online course. Please plan to complete the orientation activities before launching into the content.  
Students can contact the instructor to clarify any doubts and concerns regarding how to prepare oneself for the rest of the course. 
 ASSESSMENTS 
Students will complete Exam 1 and Exam 2 directly in Contraseña. These exams will assess students’ listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary. A brief study guide will be provided. Complete details available in Blackboard.  
 CONTRASEÑA BOOK ACTIVITIES 
You will be assigned a variety of homework assignments from Contraseña, consisting of tutorials, contextualized grammar exercises, listening and writing practice, etc. You are responsible for completing all the assigned activities. 
Contraseña offers many resources for learning Spanish. Students will find opportunities to continue practicing independently, including study guides that can be downloaded, various Vocabulary and Grammar Tutorials, and downloadable media. Students are encouraged to use these resources every week. If your course does not begin with Unit 1, all previous Units are available to use in the e-text. 
PAUSE, REFLECT & CONNECT 
Five times in this course you will be assigned a Pause, Reflect and Connect activity. This consists of a video or article followed by a reflection activity. These are required activities, and they are your opportunity to reflect on the value of language study and connect it to your life, your career and the world around you. Points are based on completion of the activity (how well the task is completed – all questions addressed with a thorough response) and thoughtfulness of response. Full rubric in Blackboard. 
LINGUAMEETING SESSIONS + AFFILIATED ACTIVITIES 
This class includes a live Spanish language learning component – LinguaMeeting Language Sessions. This activity is an integral and mandatory part of the class. Students will sign up for twelve (12) 30-minute small group coaching sessions with a trained language coach from around the world. Students will meet virtually using the LinguaMeeting platform accessible via Contraseña. Students will need access to headphones, a microphone and a webcam. 
These sessions are conversational in nature and are intended to be an opportunity to put into practice what students have been learning from other course activities. They are not a “test” nor are they a tutorial of the grammatical aspects of class, but rather a time to practice students’ listening and speaking skills. The sessions are recorded (available to students post session) and available to be viewed by your instructor.  
Students should keep their notes from these sessions because the final oral project will be based on the knowledge gained about their coach and their country during these sessions. 
· Grades for the live coaching sessions are assigned according to a rubric (available in LinguaMeeting) based on attendance and degree of participation (not accuracy or fluency). All “Antes de la sesión, Durante la sesión, and Después de la sesión activities are assigned in Contraseña. 
· These sessions are fundamental to students’ success in this course. You are provided with one for-purchase make-up session to help you if you happen to miss a session. Although these sessions are fundamental to succeeding in other aspects of this course, to allow for student flexibility the lowest two grades of the live sessions will be dropped.   
 INSTRUCTOR VIDEOS: REVIEW & PRACTICE 
These weekly activities are your opportunity to review and practice with the unit vocabulary, grammar topics and develop your ability to write in Spanish. Each video is within the Learning Module in Blackboard. As you watch the videos you will be prompted to answer questions based on what you just heard. These are an excellent opportunity for you to measure your learning and find the areas where you need additional study and help.  
FINAL ORAL PRESENTATION 
Students will create a final presentation that summarizes their experience with their language coach, drawing upon the notes they have taken throughout their sessions (Durante la sesión). Students will use multimedia (photos, videos, etc.) to enhance and personalize the presentation. This project will assess students’ ability to spontaneously talk about a familiar topic and to discuss different cultural contexts. Complete details and grading rubric available in Blackboard.  
Sample Length of Time for Course
This self-paced course should take no longer than 6 months to complete. After enrolling in the course, you will have 6 months to complete all course requirements. Even though 6 months are allotted, we find many learners complete the course in a shorter timeframe. If you’d like to follow a fixed schedule, the recommended schedule is:

4-week example
Week One: Complete Getting Started Module and Module 1
Week Two: Complete Module 2
Week Three: Complete Module 3
Week Four: Complete Module 4
Plan to be successful. A key factor to success in this course is planning. You must plan when you will work on this course. You cannot leave everything to the last minute. It will be difficult to complete the 12 coaching sessions if you aren’t pacing yourself well. The textbook (Contraseña) has an excellent support team. Contact them when you have technical problems or access problems with the book. Access the support team through the “Assist” button in Contraseña.  
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As well, if you have any problems with your coaching sessions in LinguaMeeting, in the moment, contact their Live Support so they can have a record of the issue. It’s also recommended to take a screenshot of the error you are receiving. Creating this evidence of error helps the LinguaMeeting team troubleshoot the error and assign you a make-up session at no additional cost to you. 

Grading Criteria
This is a self-paced course. You will not see due dates posted throughout the course. You will have a six-month timeframe to complete all assignments, projects, and exams for this course. The evaluation and course grade will be based on the following factors and points:   

	Graded Item
	Final Grade %

	 Orientation & Welcome Activities
	2

	Assessments (2)
	8

	Contraseña book activities
	30

	Pause, Reflect & Connect   
	5

	LinguaMeeting sessions 
	30

	Instructor videos: review & practice
	20

	Final Oral Presentation
	5



Course grades are assigned based on weighted course average: 
	Letter 
Grade
	Points
	
	Letter 
Grade
	Points

	A+
	97.5 - 100
	
	C+
	77.5 – 79.4

	A
	92.5 – 97.4
	
	C
	72.5 – 77.4

	A-
	89.5 – 92.4
	
	C-
	69.5 – 72.4

	B+
	87.5 – 89.4
	
	D+
	67.5 – 69.4

	B
	82.5 – 87.4
	
	D
	62.5 – 67.4

	B-
	79.5 – 82.4
	
	D-
	59.5 – 62.4

	
	
	
	F
	Below 59.5




Course Requirements & Policies 
Grading/Response Time for Feedback on Assignments
You will receive automatic feedback immediately after submission of any Blackboard tests. You will receive feedback on any written assignments within two business days of submission. 

Requisite Technology Skills Needed for the Course
For this course, you will need access to a PC or Mac desktop or laptop. Also, this course requires the use of word processing and presentation software that is compatible with Microsoft Office formats. Instructions for downloading Microsoft Office are available in the Getting Started page under Technology Requirements. You will be accessing links to the internet and downloading a few documents. For all Blackboard courses, Chrome is the recommended browser.

Technical Issues
If you experience technical difficulties, contact selfpaced.courses@ttu.edu to help resolve the issue. All technical issues must be resolved prior to submission of an assignment or test. Do not wait until the last minute to discover that you’re having technical problems!

Server Problems
If the Blackboard server needs downtime for maintenance, the Blackboard administrator will contact you on TTU’s Blackboard site, informing the time and date.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism (TTU OP 34.12)
“Academic dishonesty” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, misrepresenting facts, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same assignment for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor) or the attempt to commit such an act. If a student is involved in any form of academic misconduct and is proven that the action took place, the instructor may initiate a disciplinary action.

The penalties for academic dishonesty can include but not limited to a zero or a grade of "F" on the work in question, a grade of "F" in the course, or suspension. Please make sure that you reviewed the university’s policy on Academic Integrity.  

Special Needs (TTU OP 34.22)
If you are needing course content accommodations for accessibility reasons, please contact elearning.oa@ttu.edu with your request.” The request will be reviewed and you will receive a response within five business days.

Accessibility

The TTU Self-Paced Program is committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. To achieve our goal of accessibility for all learners, we are committed to ensuring that all: 
· Course videos offer closed captioning.
· Blackboard text and images are formatted to be compatible with screen readers.
· Documents are formatted to be compatible with screen readers.
· Assignments and quizzes have unlimited time and unlimited attempts.

For questions about the accessibility, or to request additional accommodations, please contact Online Accessibility at Texas Tech.

Online Netiquette
Students are expected to maintain an online environment conducive to learning, which includes “netiquette” (Internet etiquette). The following site includes basic rules for Online Discussion Netiquette. Ensure that your email messages, discussion board postings, and other electronic communications are thoughtful.  Diverse opinions are welcome in this course. The following are prohibited:  
· making offensive remarks in e-mail or the discussion board,
· using inappropriate language or discussing inappropriate topics online,
· spamming,
· hacking, 
· using TTU or Blackboard e-mail or discussion board for commercial purposes,
· using all caps (considered shouting in online communications), and
· cyber-bullying or online harassment of any type.
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