











Assesswment Backaround: Prior to 2015, like many other Texas Tech departments/colleges, the

School of Law admittedly struggled with asscssment. In fact, as part of the SACSCOC reaccreditation
process in 2015, the School of Law was one of twenty-four departments/colleges at Texas Tech that
wete identified as needing improvement in assessment, i.c, SACSCOC Standard 3.3.1.1 Taking this
call to action seriously, the School of Law stepped up its efforts to more fully understand the
assessment process, student learning outcotnes, and other assessment-related concepts. Adding to the
importance of focusing on assessment, in 2014, the American Bar Association (ABA)—the School of
Law’s accrediting body—released new assessment Standards. (Chapter 3 of the ABA Standards is
included in the Award Appendix) The ABA’s directive to shift to outcomes-based assessment
reinforced the need for the School of Law to reevaluate its assessment efforts. One initial step when
changing to an “Assessment Matters!” culture at the School of Law was the appointment of Professor
Wendy-Adele Humphrey as the Associate Dean for Educational Effectiveness. A former seventh
grade teacher with a mastet’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Texas Tech, Associate Dean
Humphrey was the natural choice to lead the School of Law to becoming a frontrunner in law school
assessmennt.

ASSESSMENT MATTERS!

Assessment Standards: Several standards approved by the ABA in 2014 are relevant to

assessment at the School of Law. First, ABA Standard 301(b) requires law schools to “establish and
publish learning outcomes™ designed to achieve the overall objective of maintaining a rigorous law
progtam. Second, ABA Standard 302 requires law schools to “establish learning outcomes that shall,
at a minimum, include competency in the following: (a) knowledge and understanding of substantive
and procedural law; (b) legal analysis and reasoning, legal reseatch, problem-solving, and written and
oral communication in the legal context; (c) exercise of proper professional and ethical responsibilities
to clients and the legal system; and (d) other professional skills needed for competent and ethical
patticipation as a member of the legal profession.” Third, ABA Standard 314 requites the School of
Law to use “both formative and summative assessment methods in its curriculum to measure and
improve student learning and provide meaningful feedback to students.” And finally, ABA Standard
315 requires the dean and the faculty of a law school to “conduct ongoing evaluation of the law
school’s program of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessment methods” and “use the results
of this evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of competency in the learning
outcomes and to make approptiate changes to improve the curticulum.”

In addition to these ABA Standards, SACSCOC Comprehensive Standard 3.3.1.1 addresses student
learning outcomes and states: “the institution identifies expected outcomes, assesses the extent to
which it achieves these outcomes, and provides evidence of improvement based on analysis of the
results in each of the following areas: educational programs, to include student leatning outcomes.”
Furthermore, the School of Law faculty are fully aware that Texas Tech University Opetating Policy
32.06 requires each course syllabus to include “the expected leatning outcomes from the course” and
“the methods of assessing those outcomes.”

As this award application illustrates, the School of Law is cotnmitted to complying with these
assessment standards and continuing to take steps to improve student learning.
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Appendix

Number

Documents in Support of
Award Application

Committee Memorandum addressing Qualtrics Survey
feedback on drafts SLOs

Curriculum Mapping Results (required and electives
courses) and Example of Curriculum Mapping Survey

11

PowerPoints presented to the School of Law faculty and
students

13

Conferences attended to again knowledge about law school
assessment










Criterion 3: Tdentify and describe relevant legal authority applicable to
1dentified legal issues.

Criterion 4: Identify and describe key rules and reasoning contained within
applicable authority.

Criterion 5: Effectively synthesize and reconcile multiple legal authorities
when applicable.

Criterion 6: Effectively analogize and distinguish precedent.
Criterion 7: Propose reasonable resolutions to legal problems.

Learning Qutcome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal
research.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe the roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of authority.

Criterion 2: Create and implement a logical research plan that employs the
appropriate tools of legal research.

Criterion 3: Use proper citation when required.

Learning Outcome 4: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in
written and oral communication.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Communicate effectively by employing predictive, persuasive,
and operational writing techniques.

Criterion 2: Engage in effective and professional oral communication,
including the delivery of an oral argument.

Learning Qutcome 5: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of
professional and ethical responsibilities.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe the applicable rules and standards
governing lawyers’ professionalism and ethical responsibilities.

Criterion 2: Apply knowledge of professional ethics to the resolution of
identified dilemmas.

Criterion 3: Apply knowledge of professional ethics in the context of oral and
written advocacy.




Criterion 4: Demonstrate professionalism through conduct consistent with
the legal profession’s values and standards.

Learning Outcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills
needed for competent and ethical participation as a member of the legal
profession.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Demonstrate leadership skills in a variety of settings.
Criterion 2: Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively with others.
Criterion 3: Maintain civility and respect for cultural diversity.

Criterion 4: Exhibit a commitment to pro bono and public service activities.
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1. As a professor, what does student learning mean to
you? How do you assess student learning in your
courses?

As the phrase "student learning" implies, to me
student learning means that the focus should be on
what students are actually learning, and not on what
I think I am teaching the students. The phrase
reflects a shift from input-based education to output-
based education.

In my Legal Practice course, I use a variety of
indirect and direct assessment methods (e.g., course
evaluations, self-assessment, course assignments).
Furthermore, because I teach both legal research
and legal writing as part of my course, T use
formative assessment methods to provide my
students with meaningful feedback. In fact, I often
provide them with individual feedback as well as
overall group feedback. My goal is to help them
learn as much as possible in the time I have them in
my class.

2. What do you value most about assessment?
The fact that there is an assessment "cycle" that
includes development, implementation, analysis of
results, and an action plan for improvements. In
addition, the assessment "cycle" actually provides
some flexibility, as the faculty is not expected to
learn everything about student learning overnight.
And most importantly, outcomes assessment puts
the focus on the right group: our students.

3. How do you communicate with your faculty colleagues
about assessment initiatives within the School of Law?




The American Bar Association (ABA) recently
approved new standards that require outcomes
assessment, including Student Learning Qutcomes
for the law school, each concentration, and each
course. As a result, both of our accrediting bodies
(SACSCOC and ABA) now have the same approach
to student learning. The ABA values process and
faculty engagement, and therefore last semester the
law school faculty participated in a faculty retreat,
and the primary objectives were to focus on Student
Learning Outcomes and to learn about the
assessment cycle in general. To comply with the new
ABA standards for Student Learning Outcomes, our
faculty has provided feedback in a number of ways,
including participation in an online survey. Students
and law school alumni also provided feedback by
completing the survey. Qur faculty is also dedicated
to learning more about assessment methods, further
demonstrating the law school's commitment to
assessment.

4. Canyou talk a little about how you strengthened the
School of Law's assessment plan?

We are strengthening the law school assessment
plan by formalizing the plan. Our plan will reflect a
true assessment cycle, and all faculty will be
involved in one way or another. We also formed an
Assessment Committee during the fall semester, so a
number of faculty members are leading the charge
to strengthen our overall plan.

5. Were you surprised by any of your assessment
findings?
















RELEVANT ASSESSMENT STANDARDS

The American Bar Association (ABA) is the national agency for the
accreditation of professional degrees in law. The ABA Section of Legal Education and
Admissions to the Bar established standards—and interpretations of the standards—
as an effort to improve the competence of individuals entering the legal professional.

ABA Standard 301(b) states that a “law school shall establish and publish
learning outcomes designed to achieve the objectives set forth in 301(a).” Standard
302 then requires law schools to “establish learning outcomes that shall, at a
minimum, include competency in the following: (a) Knowledge and understanding of
substantive and procedural law; (b) Legal analysis and reasoning, legal research,
problem-solving, and written and oral communication in the legal context; (c)
Exercise of proper professional and ethical responsibilities to clients and the legal
system; and (d) Other professional skills needed for competent and ethical
participation as a member of the legal profession.” Additionally, Standard 314
requires a law school to “utilize both formative and summative assessment methods
in its curriculum to measure and improve student learning and provide meaningful
feedback to students.” And finally, Standard 315 explains that “[tJhe dean and the
faculty of a law school shall conduct ongoing evaluation of the law school’s program
of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessment methods; and shall use the
results of this evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of
competency in the learning outcomes and to make appropriate changes to improve
the curriculum.”

The Law School's overall approach to assessment takes into account the
following points set forth in an ABA Guidance Memo (Transition to and
Implementation of the New Standards and Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law
Schools, dated August 13, 2014): (1) beginning in 2016-17, Standards 301((b) and
Standard 302 apply, as appropriate, to students who became law students that year,
(2) compliance with these standards will be assessed based on evaluating the
seriousness of the Law School’s efforts to establish and assess student learning
outcomes; and (3) the initial phases of implementation are assessed based on the
seriousness of the Law School’s efforts to engage in an ongoing assessment process.

In addition to ABA Standards, SACSCOC Comprehensive Standard 3.3.1.1
addresses student learning outcomes and states: “the institution identifies expected
outcomes, assesses the extent to which it achieves these outcomes, and provides
evidence of improvement based on analysis of the results in each of the following
areas: educational programs, to include student learning outcomes.” Furthermore,
Texas Tech University Operating Policy 32.06 requires each course syllabus to
include “the expected learning outcomes from the course” and “the methods of
assessing those outcomes.”




LEARNING OQOUTCOMES FOR THE J.D. PROGRAM

Although student learning outcomes for compliance with the new ABA
Standards did not have to be in place until the end of the 2017-2018 year (see ABA
Managing Director’s Guidance Memo, dated June 2015), the Law School took
significant strides to determine its learning outcomes. After obtaining feedback from
students, alumni, and faculty, the faculty adopted J.D. student learning outcomes in
February 2016. The SLOs below identify the competency in knowledge, skills, and
values that the Law School desires its graduates to possess. These SLOs are also
consistent with the Law School’s current mission statement, which was approved by
the faculty in February 2016. The mission statement is as follows:

The mission of the Texas Tech University School of Law is to prepare
individuals for the effective and ethical practice of law in a rapidly
changing, diverse, and interconnected world; to engage in meaningful
scholarship; and to foster a culture of public service.

Learning Qutcome 1: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge
and understanding of substantive and procedural law.
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in the
required curriculum.
Criterion 2: ldentify and describe key legal concepts and rules in the elective
curriculum.
Criterion 3: Identify and describe the structure of the U.S. and Texas legal
systems.

Learning Outcome 2: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal
analysis, reasoning, and problem-solving,
To demonstrate achicvement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Accurately identify the material facts, procedural history, issues
on appeal, rules of law, reasoning, holding, and policy in appellate court
opinions,
Criterion 2: Identify and describe legal issues implicated by a factual
scenario.
Criterion 3: Identify and describe relevant legal authority applicable to
identified legal issues.
Criterion 4: Identify and describe key rules and reasoning contained within
applicable authority.
Criterion 5: Effectively synthesize and reconcile multiple legal authorities
when applicable.
Criterion 6: Effectively analogize and distinguish precedent.
Criterion 7: Propose reasonable resolutions to legal problems.




Learning Outcome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal
research.
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Identify and describe the roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of authority.
Criterion 2: Create and implement a logical research plan that employs the
appropriate tools of legal research.
Criterion 3: Use proper citation when required.

Learning Outcome 4: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in
written and oral communication.
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Communicate effectively by employing predictive, persuasive,
and operational writing technigues.
Criterion 2: Engage in effective and professional oral communication,
including the delivery of an oral argument.

Learning Qutcome 5: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of
professional and ethical responsibilities.
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Identify and describe the applicable rules and standards
governing lawyers’ professionalism and ethical responsibilities.
Criterion 2: Apply knowledge of professional ethics to the resolution of
identified dilemmas.
Criterion 3: Apply knowledge of professional ethics in the context of oral and
written advocacy.
Criterion 4: Demonstrate professionalism through conduct consistent with
the legal profession’s values and standards.

Learning Outcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills
needed for competent and ethical participation as a member of the legal
profession.
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Demonstrate leadership skills in a variety of settings.
Criterion 2: Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively with others.
Criterion 3: Maintain civility and respect for cultural diversity.
Criterion 4: Exhibit a commitment to pro bono and public service activities.




IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION

Below are some assessment-related activities that highlight the Law School’s
ongoing implementation and evaluation of its legal education, learning outcomes, and
assessment methods.

* In 2015 the Law School established an Associate Dean for Educational
Effectiveness to lead the school’s efforts related to assessment of student learning
outcomes. The Associate Dean serves as the Chair of the Law School’s Educational
Effectiveness Committee. The committee meets at least once during the fall and
spring semesters to discuss assessment-related items. Currently, the Associate Dean
also serves on the university-wide Institutional Effectiveness Committee, the
Institutional Effectiveness Outreach and Engagement Sub-commaittee, and the
Academic Assessment Liaison Committee. This university-wide involvement helps
further the Law School’s efforts to comply with both ABA and SACSCOC standards.

* The law faculty are regularly educated on the topic of assessment, e.g., the
topic 1s often addressed during faculty retreats, faculty meetings, and brown bag
lunch sessions. The Associate Dean and committee members also assist faculty
members on a one-on-one bhasis.

* The J.D. student learning outcomes are published on the law school’s
website, and the entering students receive a copy of the outcomes during 1L
Orientation, when the Associate Dean reiterates the law school’'s commitment to
student learning. Student learning outcomes for specialty tracks/concentrations are
also published on the website, and course-level student learning outcomes are
included in each course syllabus.

ASSESSMENT TIMELINE FOR SEVEN-YEAR CYCLE

The Law School’s seven-year implementation cycle on page seven of this plan
illustrates the timeline for implementing the six J.D. student learning outcomes. In
this regard, the Managing Director of the Office of Planning and Assessment at Texas
Tech University has confirmed that the Law School’s seven-year assessment cycle for
the ABA is sufficient for compliance with SACSCOC 3.3.1.1. In other words, the Law
School is not required to assess every outcome every year to comply with ABA
standards or SACSCOC standards.

The assessment methods (direct and indirect methods) and benchmarks (i.e.,
goal percentage of attainment as to each criterion) for the student learning outcomes
will be determined on an annual basis—depending on the SLO(s) being
implemented—by the Associate Dean for Educational Effectiveness and the
Educational Effectiveness Committee, with approval by the Dean.




EVALUATING THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

In accordance with ABA Standard 315 and SACSCOC Standard 3.3.1.1, the
Dean, the Associate Dean for Educational Effectiveness, and the EKEducational
Effectiveness Committee are charged with conducting an ongoing evaluation of the
assessment process at the Law School. Accordingly, they will continue to evaluate the
assessment timeline and other assessment-related items to recommend any changes
to the learning outcomes or assessment process.




Implementation Cycle for Student Learning Qutcomes

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020

2020-2021

2021-2022

2022-2023

Learning
Outcome 1:
Graduates will
demonstrate
competent
knowledge and
understanding
of substantive
and procedural
law.

Learning
Outcome 2:
Graduates will
demonstrate
competent skills
in legal
analysis,
reasoning, and
problem-solving.

Learning
Outcome 3:
Graduates will
demonstrate
competent skills
in legal
research.

Learning
Qutcome 4:
Graduates will
demonstrate
competent skills
in written and
oral
comniunication.

Learning
Qutcome b:
Graduates will
demonstrate
competent
knowledge of
professional and
ethical
responsibilities,

Learning
Qutcome 6:
Graduates will
develop other
professional
skills needed for
competent and
ethical
participation as
a member of the
legal profession.

























ABA Standard 301(b) states that a “law school shall establish and publish
learning outcomes designed to achieve the objectives set forth in 301(a).” Standard
302 then requires law schools to “establish learning outcomes that shall, at a
minimuwm, include competency in the following: (a) Knowledge and understanding of
substantive and procedural law; (b) Legal analysis and reasoning, legal research,
problem-solving, and written and oral communication in the legal context; (c)
Iixercise of proper professional and ethical responsibilities to clients and the legal
system; and (d) Other professional skills needed for competent and ethical
participation as a member of the legal profession.” Additionally, Standard 314
requires a law school to “utilize both formative and summative assessment methods
in its curriculum to measure and improve student learning and provide meaningful
feedback to students.” And finally, Standard 315 explains that “[t]he dean and the
faculty of a law school shall conduct ongoing evaluation of the law school’s program
of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessment methods; and shall use the
results of this evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of
competency in the learning outcomes and to make appropriate changes to improve
the curriculum.”

The Law School’s overall approach to assessment takes into account the
following points set forth in an ABA Guidance Memo (Transition to and
Implementation of the New Standards and Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law
Schools, dated August 13, 2014): (1) beginning in 2016-17, Standards 301((b) and
Standard 302 apply, as appropriate, to students who became law students that year,
(2) compliance with these standards will be assessed based on evaluating the
seriousness of the Law School’s efforts to establish and assess student learning
outcomes; and (3) the imitial phases of implementation are assessed based on the
seriousness of the Law School’s efforts to engage in an ongoing assessment process.

In addition to the ABA Standards, SACSCQOC Comprehensive Standard 8.3.1.1
addresses student learning outcomes and states that “[t[he institution identifies
expected outcomes, assesses the extent to which it achieves these outcomes, and
provides evidence of improvement based on analysis of the results in each of the
following areas: educational programs, to include student learning outcomes.”
Moreover, since September 2016, Texas Tech University Operating Policy 32.06 has
required each course syllabus to include “the expected learning outcomes {objectives]
from the course” and “the methods of assessing those outcomes.”

LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THE J.D. PROGRAM

Although student learning outcomes for compliance witl the new ABA
Standards did not have to be in place until the end of the 2017-2018 year (see ABA
Managing Director’s Guidance Memo, dated June 2015), the Law School tool
significant strides to determine its learning outcomes. After obtaining feedback




firom students, alumni, and faculty, the faculty adopted J.D. student learning
outcomes in February 2016.

The SLOs below identify the competency in knowledge, skills, and values
that the Law School desires its graduates to possess, These SLOs are also
consistent with the Law School’s mission statement, which was revised in February
2016. The mission statement is as follows:

The mission of the Texas Tech University School of Law is to prepare
individuals for the effective and ethical practice of law in a rapidly
changing, diverse, and inferconnected world; to engage in meaningful
scholarship; and to foster a culture of public service.

Learning Qutcome 1: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge
and understanding of substantive and procedural law.
To demonstrate achievenient of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in the
required curriculum.
Criterion 2: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in the elective
curriculum. .
Criterion 3: Identify and describe the structure of the U.S. and Texas legal
gystems,

Learning OQutcome 2: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal
analysis, reasoning, and problem-solving,
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Accurately identify the material facts, procedural history, issues
on appeal, rules of law, reasoning, holding, and policy in appellate court
opinions,
Criterion 2: Identify and describe legal issues implicated by a factual
gcenario.
Criterion 3: Identify and describe relevant legal authority applicable to
identified legal issues.
Criterion 4: Identify and describe key rules and reasoning contained within
applicable authority. _
Criterion 5: Effectively synthesize and reconcile multiple legal authorities
when applicable.
Criterion 6: Effectively analogize and distinguish precedent.
Criterion 7: Propose reasonable resolutions to legal problems,

Learning Qutcome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal

research,
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:




Criterion 1: Identify and describe the roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of authority.

Criterion 2: Create and implement a logical research plan that employs the
appropriate tools of legal research.

Criterion 3: Use proper citation when required. .

Learning Outcome 4: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in

written and oral communication,
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Communicate effectively by employing predictive, persuasive,
and operational writing techniques.
Criterion 2: Engage in effective and professional oral communication,

including the delivery of an oral argument.

Learning Outcome 5; Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of
professional and ethical responsibilities, '
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Identify and describe the applicable rules and standards
governing lawyers’ professionalism and ethical responsibilities.
Criterion 2: Apply knowledge of professional ethics to the resolution of
identified dilemmas.
Criterion 3: Apply knowledge of professional ethies in the context of oral and

written advocacy.
Criterion 4: Demonstrate professionalism through conduct consistent with

the legal profession’s values and standards.

Learning Outcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills
needed for competent and ethical participation as a member of the legal

profession,
To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:
Criterion 1: Demonstrate leadership skills in a variety of settings.
Criterion 2: Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively with others.
Criterion 3: Maintain civility and respect for cultural diversity.
Criterion 4: Exhibit a commitment to pro bono and public service activities.




ASSESSMENT TIMELINE FOR SEVEN-YEAR CYCLE

The Law School’s seven-year assessment cycle is attached as Appendix
Document 1. This document illustrates the timeline for implementing the six 4.D.
student learning outcomes. In this regard, on August 17, 2017, the Managing
Director of the Office of Planning and Assessment at Texas Tech University
confirmed that the Law Sclhiool’s seven-year assessment cycle for the ABA is
sufficient for compliance with SACSCOC 3.3.1.1. In other words, the Law School
does not have to assess every outcome every year to comply with either the ABA or

SACSCOC.
CURRICULUM MAP

Curriculum mapping is the process of identifying where in a school’s
curriculum each of its learning outcomes is being taught and assessed. In the
Spring of 2016, a curriculum mapping survey was distributed to all faculty who
have taught required courses at the Law School during the past three academic
years. In the survey, they were asked to identify which of the six SLOs and related
criteria they covered in their courses, as well as the types of assessment methods
they use to measure student learning. The results of the curriculum map for
required courses is attached as Appendix Document 2.

During the spring semester of 2017, a curriculum mapping survey was
distributed to all faculty who have taught elective courses at the Law School during
the past three academic years. The information gathered in response to the survey
is currently being synthesized into a curriculum map.

IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION

Below are some assessment-related activities that highlight the Law School’s
ongoing implementation and evaluation of its legal education, learning outcomes, and
assessment methods.

+ In 2016 the Law School established an Associate Dean for Educational
Effectiveness to lead the school’s efforts related to assessment. The Associate Dean
serves as the Chair of the Law School's Educational Effectiveness Committee.
(Minutes from Committee meetings in 2016-2017 are attached as Appendix
Document 3). The Associate Dean also serves on the university-wide Institutional
Effectiveness Committee, the Institutional Effectiveness Outreach and Engagement
Sub-committee, and the Academic Assessment Liaison Committee. This university-
wide involvement helps further the Law School’s efforts to comply with both ABA
standards and SACSCOC standards.

» The faculty at the Law School are regularly educated on the topic of
assessment, e.g., the topic has been addressed during multiple faculty retreats, brown
bag lunch sessions, etc. The Associate Dean also assists faculty members on a one-




on-one basis. (The PowerPoint used during the August 2016 Adjunct Faculty Training
and the PowerPoint used during the August 2017 Faculty Retreat are attached as
Appendix Document 4.)

+ The J.D. student learning outcomes are published on the law school’s
webgite, and the entering students receive a copy of the outcomes during 1L
Orientation, when the Associate Dean reiterates the law school's dedication to
student learning. (The PowerPoint used during the 2017 1L Orientation is attached
as Appendix Document 5). Student learning outcomes for specialty
tracks/concentrations are also published om the website. Further, course-level
student learning outcomes are stated in each course syllabus (which is required by a
university operating policy). In regard to course-level SLOs, in Spring 2017 the Law
School’s Educational Effectiveness Committee reviewed the outcomes included in all
course syllabi.

Student Learning Outcome #3 (Research)

Based on the Law School’s assessment cycle, the Law School implemented one
student learning outcome during the 2016-2017 academic year: Research. Consistent
with the ABA’s phase-in approach, for 2016-2017 this particular SLO focused only on
first-year law students.

The following documents are relevant to analyzing Student Learning Outcome
#3 (Research):

1- Assessment methods for SLO #3 (showing the direct and indirect
assessment methods used by faculty) (Appendix Document 6).

2- Summary of Professors’ Self-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3,
(Appendix Document 7). The underlying self-reporting documents are on
file with the Associate Dean for Educational Effectiveness.

3- Summary of Students’ Self-Reporting of their learning for SLO #3 and
Students’ Comments (Appendix Document 8). The underlying student
surveys are on file with the Associate Dean for Educational Effectiveness.

The data for the SLO #3 (Research) was gathered froin faculty during Summer
2017 and from the now 2L students during September 2017. Based on the attached
results, no significant action is required at this time for Criterion #1 and Criterion
#2, as the benchmarks were met,

The benchmarks for Criterion #3 (Citation), however, were not met. Thus, to
continue improving student learning, the following actions for improvement may be

implemented:

1- Explore other online citation exercises (other than the Interactive Citation
Worlshop) to assist with students’ learning of proper citation;




2- Inthe Legal Practice course, incorporate additional exercises to address the
proper use of citation;

3- Try to determine students’ “most common” citation errors so they can be
specifically addressed;

4- Possibly create a student survey to address challenges to learning citation;

and,
5- Explore adding a citation exam to the first-year Legal Practice course.

EVALUATING THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

In accordance with ABA Standard 315 and SACSCOC Standard 3.3.1.1, the
Dean and the Educational Effectiveness Committee are charged with conducting an
ongoing evaluation of the assessment process at the Law School. In this regard,
they will continue to evaluate the agsessment timeline and other assessment-
related documents to recommend any changes to the learning outcomes ox
assessment process,
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II.

I1L.

IV.

Educational Effectiveness Committee

Wednesday, December 7, 2016
Committee meeting, 10:00 a.m., FCR

MINUTES

Call to Order at 10:04 a.m. The following committee members attended the
meeting: Wendy Adele Humphrey (Chair), Kyle Velte, Cassie Christopher,
Bryan Camp, John Watts, and Nancy Soonpaa. No one was absent.

Committee's Charge

Reviewed the Committee’s Charge: To implement and evaluate the law
school’s student learning outcomes pursuant to the school’s assessment cycle,
and to provide information about learning outcomeg and assessment methods
to ensure compliance with applicable ABA Standards and SACSCOC

standards.

SACSCOC compliance and University-Level Institutional Effectiveness
Committee

A. Reviewed the Program Assessment Rubric Review for the law school.

B. Humphrey reported that the rubric may be revised and that the
university-wide committee will meet again at the beginning of Spring
2017 semester. She also reported that she is meeting with Jennifer
Hughes on December 15,

Student Learning Outcome #3 (competent skills in legal research) and overall
assessment cycle

A. Reviewed the Three-Year Implementation spreadsheet.
B. Reviewed the Data Collection Cycle spreadsheet.
C. Reviewed the Implementation chart for SLO 3
1. Discussed the courses that will be included. Every first-year law
student is required to Legal Practice, and this SLO is assessed over the
semester-course. With the phase-in process, assessing all 1Ls as part of
Legal Practice should be sufficient, but additional data could be
collected from some other 1L courses in which SLO 3 criteria are
addressed.
2. Discussed the benchmarks and how they were formulated.




VI

VIL

8. Discussed concerns about using a student survey as an indirvect method
of assessing student learning.

Upcoming activities:

1.

Distributing the Curriculum Map Survey for elective courses: Reviewed
the survey, which will be distributed when Spring semester courses start
and will be due by Friday, February 10th,

Reviewing the SLOs in course-level syllabi: Hard copies of all syllabi will
be divided up and distributed to committee members who will then review
the course-level SL.Os and will make suggestions for improvement.

Continuing to assist faculty with incorporating assessment methods: This
semester a committee member covered formative assessment at the
faculty retreat in September, and there have been numerous brown bag
lunch sessions about assessing student learning. We will continue offering
informational sessions so that faculty can learn more about assessment.

Other:

1.

2,

Update: MPRE data. Reviewed the results for 2010-2016.

Humphrey reported that she hopes to attend an assessment conference in
March at the Emory School of Law (topic is assessment in large classes). It
was suggested that a professor who teaches large classes also be invited.

Adjourned at 11;02 a.m.




IIL.

I1I.

1V.

VI

VII.

Educational Effectiveness Committee

Wednesday, April 26, 2017
Committee meeting, 4:00 p.m., FCR

Minutes

Welcome
A. Associate Dean Humphrey handed out an assessment article.

B. Associate Dean Humphrey told the committee members about
website for law school assessment: www.lawschoolassessment.org.

Approval of minutes from the 12-7-16 comiittee meeting: On a motion by
John Watts and a second by Kyle Velte, the committee unanimously
approved the minutes from the December 7, 2016 meeting.

SACSCOC compliance: The next reporting deadline will be October 1, 2017.

Student Learning Qutcome #3 (legal research)

A. Benchmarks: The committee discussed the updated benchmarks for the
Legal Research student learning outcome. The committee agreed on the
proposed benchmarks.

B. Student survey: The committee discussed using a student survey as an
indirect method of assessment. The committee agreed that this
assessment method would be another good way to obtain information
about student learning.

C. Draft reporting document: The committee reviewed a draft of the
Assessment Self-Reporting document for faculty members, The committee
recommended using two categories (approaching competency and
competency) rather than three categories. This approach will be discussed
with Kathy Austin before making the switch to two categories.

0Old business

A. Curriculum Map Survey for elective courses: The majority of full-time
faculty submitted their curriculum map surveys. The response of the
adjunct faculty was not as good, even after sending them multiple emails.

B. Review of the SLOs in course-level syllabi: Thank you for reviewing the
syllabi to ensure that the faculty is complying with the Texas Tech OP
and other standards.

New business: No new business.

Adjourned at 4:42 p.m.
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Criterion #3: Use proper citation when

required. 3 6 1 1 2

Below please list the specific methods of assessment you used to assess yourt students’ learning. For
each criterion, please attach a copy of any relevant documents, e.g., copies of quizzes, reseatch
exercises, tubtics, etc., and label accordingly so reviewers can determine what you used to gage
competency. For example, if only a few questions on a quiz assess Criterion #3, please matk them to
indicate they ate related only to Criterion #3. :

For some assessment methods, it may be more beneficial to include a short natrative to explain how
you assessed your students’ learning, For example, you may include a shott narrative to address the
use of Interactive Citation Fxercises to assess Criterion #3. You do not need to attach the exetcises.
The same holds true for other online reseasch tools on Westlaw Next and LexisNexis.

Criterion #1

Criterion #2

Criterion #3
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STUDENT COMMENTS
September 5, 2017
Student Learning Outcome #3 (Research)

*Tdited to remove specific references to professors.

1. Would have liked more instructions prior to a few days before the assignment
was due so the writing procedures would have had more time to sink in.

9. T would like more practice drills or simulations.

3. Would have liked to be able to have someone look at it before submission.
Didn't feel like there was more direction than given the initial assignment.

4. What I know I learned outside of my Legal Practice (I.P) class.

5. Research plans should be focused more during 1L year.

6. More feedback on final assessment (Appellate Brief) — would be helpful in self-
diagnosing proficiency.

7. The Excellence in Legal Research (ELR) classes were very helpful.

8. We did not receive proper feedback on research assignments.

9. My LP teacher didn’t teach me anything. What I've learned was due to self-
taught through summer work for an attorney. Worst professor ever.

10.A librarian greatly attributed to my competency, along with writing for Texas
Bank Lawyer and another professor’s help.

11.Law school should have a separate plan for teaching the Bluebook. The ELR
classes would be more beneficial, if instructors provide the students with an
online file of their Powerpoint for classes and if students can have materials
like books and outlines.

12.1 learned a great amount of different sources, citations, etc. in LP. ELR and
being on journal has helped me to hone those sgkills.

13. These skills did not come from LP for the most part-ELR and work
experience,

14. There wasn’t much feedback provided on these three issues and a low amount
actually taught in class. Definitely needs to be focused on more.

15, Criterion #3: More were needed-LP in Jearning research process (ELR
classes). :

16. ELR classes were much more informative than LP class.

17. Need more education on citation. Citation exercises are a blunt tool where a
refined touch is needed. I learned much of what I know about citation outside
of class. I would like to see at least a month of the first semester of LP
dedicated to citation exclusively. In general, slowing down the pace of
introductory classes in research planming and citation from a two hour ELR
course into a four hour, mandatory evening class, would greatly improve
gtudent’s comprehension of citation in research planning. LP class time to the




two hours for ELR courses is simply not enough time devoted to such an
important aspect of legal practice. I believe that releasing 1L's into summer
internships who are not familiar with the key number system, notes of
decision, search modifiers, and a basic understanding of the importance of
secondary sources heyond that they are useful is unacceptable. Tech Law 18
known for teaching lawyers who are ready to practice without additional
training after passing the bar. Losing this reputation will lower the value of
Tech Law students and permanently damage the law school’s reputation. This
problem needs to be addresses now before damage is dealt. Criterion #2:
Because of the library (ELR) sessions.

18.Class did not provide competency, summer internships did. Very little
effective in-class teaching, most was self-taught due to lack of Professor
instruction. Disappointed class time didn’t assist in my legal research abilities
development.

19. Pretty much taught myself how to do everything, which in reality, was the
most practical teaching method when it comes to real-world application.

20.1 essentially liad to teach myself. We did simulate a real-world situation, but
it would have been nice to be guided a little more in terms of hints, examples,
ete. This would be very helpful for 1L summers.

21.Will attend ELR classes to step-up my research skills.

99 Tnstead of loarning Bluebook & Greenbook citations on our own, it would be
useful and extremely helpful if there was a designated course that taught how
to do citations. Being clueless of not knowing where to start especially to those
who have not experience in using any form of citations is not beneficial.

93.Hard, but the professor made it easy and understandable.

24, Focus more on research. '

95 1 feel like fower Bluebook exercises with Jonger time to finish them would
have been helpful. Too many rushing through just to finish them and not to
learn the rules.

96.LP Set the foundation, summer internships helped build the skills.

971 feel I learned these three gkills extremely well.

98.The LP program was adequate at teaching with these skills, but certain LP
Professors, I believe, are not competent in teaching them.

99.1 feel like people in our class may not check some of boxes because of
personality differences with the professor. I think she did a good job and any
ghortcoming rests with them. LP is difficult, but should be difficult.

30.The professor went above and beyond in teaching me these areas.

31, Please give more instruction on Legal research plus implementation and
development.

39, Criterion #1: I feel like we went over this very well and I use it when writing

and researching.




33. Criterion #2: I feel like I can be a move effective researcher, but feel like that
will come with more time. I can create and implement a logical basic research
plan. ‘

34. Criterion #3: I am familiar with the Bluebook and Greenbook.

35.1 did not learn a thing on this sheet in LP. Each was gained through summer
employment and outside of class learning. I believe the LP class I was in was
ineffective and should be re-assessed.

36. Criterion #1: I learned this in P and at my jobs this summer.

37. Catation is difficult and navigating the Bluebook is still daunting for me. I
wish we had more classes specifically for this instead of just ICW’s.

38.1 still need to check the Bluebook when citing. I feel comfortable with the
Bluebook and being able to locate all the rules but I do need to check the
Bluebook.

39.More practice with the Greenbook would be helpful, especially since majority
of us will be practicing in Texas.













CHAPTER

Program of Legal Education

Standard 301. OBJECTIVES OF PROGRAM OF LEGAL EDUCATION

(a) A law school shall maintain a rigorous program of legal education that prepares its students,
upon graduation, for admission to the bar and for effective, ethical, and responsible
participation as members of the legal profession.

(b} Alaw school shall establish and publish learning outcomes designed to achieve these objectives.

Standard 302. LEARNING OUTCOMES

A law school shall establish learning outcomes that shall, at a minimum, include competency in the
following:

(a) Knowledge and understanding of substantive and procednral law;

(b} Lecgal analysis and reasoning, lcgal research, problem-solving, and written and oral
communication in the legal context;

(c) Exercise of proper professional and ethical responsibilities to clients and the legal system; and

(d) Other professional skills needed for competent and ethical participation as a member of the
legal profession, '

15
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Interpretation 302-1

For the purposes of Standard 302(d}, other professional skills are determined by the law school and may
include skills such as, interviewing, counseling, negotiation, fact development and analysis, trial practice,
document drafting, conflict resolution, organization and management of legal work, collaboration, cultural
competency, and self-evaluation.

Interpretation 302-2
Alaw school may also identify any additional learning outcomes pertinent to its program of legal education.

Standard 303. CURRICULUM

(a) A law school shall offer a carriculum that requires cach student to satisfactorily complete at
least the following:

(1) one course of at least two credit hours in professional responsibility that includes
substantial instruction iu rules of professioual conduct, and the values and responsibilities
of the legal profession and its members;

(2) onewriting experience in the first year and at least one additional wfiting expericnce after
the first year, both of which are faculty supervised; and

(3) one or more experiential course(s) totaling at least six credit hours. An experiential course
must be a simulation course, a law clinic, or a field placement. To satisfy this requirement,
a course must be primarily experiential in nature and must:

(i) integrate doctrine, theory, skills, and legal ethics, and engage students in
performance of one or more of the professional skills identified in Standard 302;

(iiy develop the concepts underlying the professional skills being taught;
(iii} provide multiple opportunities for performance; and
(iv) provide opportunities for self-evaluation.

(b) A law school shall provide substantial opportunities to students for:
(1) law clinics or field placement(s); and

(2) student participation in pro bono legal services, including law-related public service
activities.

Interpretation 303-1

A law school may not permit a student (o use a course o satisfy more than one requirement under this
Standard. For example, a course that includes a writing experience used to satisfy the upper-class writing
reguirement [see 303(a)(2)] cannot be counted as one of the experiential courses required in Standard
303(a)(3). This does not preclude a law school from offering a course that may count either as an upper-
class writing requirement fsee 303(a)(2)] or as a simulation course [see 303(a}(3) and 304 (a}] provided
the course meets all of the requirements of both types of courses and the law school permits a student to
use the course to satisfy only one requirement under this Standard.
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Interpretation 303-2

Factors to be considered in evaluating the rigor of a writing experience include the number and nature of
writing projects assigned to students, the form and extent of individualized assessment of a student's written
products, and the number of drafis that a student must produce for any writing experience.

Interpretation 303-3

Rule 6.1 of the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct encourages lawyers fo provide pro bono legal
services primarily to persons of limited means or to organizations that serve such persons. In addition,
lawyers are encouraged to provide pro bono law-related public service. In meeting the requirement of
Standard 303(b)(2), law schools are encouraged to promote opportunities for law student pro bono service
that incorporate the priovities established in Model Rule 6.1. In addition, law schools are encouraged to
promote opportunities for law studenis to provide over their law school career at least 50 howrs of pro
bono service that complies with Standard 303(b){2). Pro bono and public service opportunities need not be
structured to accomplish any of the outcomes required by Standard 302. Standard 303(b}(2) does not
preclude the inclusion of credit-granting activities within a law school’s overall program of law-related
pro bono opportunities so long as law-related non-credit bearing initiatives ave also part of that program.

Interpretation 303-4

Law-related public service activities include (i) helping groups or organizations seeking to secure ov
protect civil rights, civil liberties, or public rights; (ii) helping charitable, religious, civic, commumnity,
governmental, and educational organizations not able to afford legal representation; (iii) participating in
activities providing information about justice, the law or the legal system to those who might not otherwise
have such information; and (iv} engaging in activities to enhance the capacity of the law and legal
institutions lo do justice.

Standard 304. SIMULATION COURSES, LAW CLINICS, AND FIELD PLACEMENTS

(a) A simulation course provides substantial experience not involving an actual client, that (1) is
rcasonably similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engaging
in other lawyering tasks in a set of facts and circumstances devised or adopted by a facuity
member, and (2) includes the following:

(iy direct supervision of the stndent’s performance by the faculty member;
(ii) opportunities for performance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; and

(iii} a classroom instrnctional component.

(h)  Alaw clinic provides substantial lawyering expcricnce that (1) involves advising or representing
one or more actnal clients or serving as a third-party neutral, and (2) includes the following:

(i)  direct supcrvision of the stndent’s performance by a facnlty member;
(ii} opportunities for pcrformance, feedback from a faculty member, and self-evaluation; and

(iii) a classroom instructional ecomponent.

{c) A field placement conrse provides substantial lawyering experience that (1) is reasonably
similar to the experience of a lawyer advising or representing a client or engagiug in other
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C))

(e)

lawyering tasks in a setting outside a law clinic under the supervision of a licensed attorney ox
an individual otherwise qualified to snpervise, aud (2) includes the following:

(i) direct supervision of the student’s performance by a facnlty member or site supervisor;

(i) opportunities for performance, feedback from either a faculty member or a site
supervisor, and self-evaluation;

(iit) a written understanding among the student, faculty member, and a person in authority
at the field placement that describes both (A) the substantial lawyering experience and
opportunities for performance, feedback and self-evaluation; and (B) the respective roles
of faculty and any site supervisor in snpervisiug the student and in assuring the
educational quality of the experience for the stndent, iucluding a clearly articulated
method of evaluating the student’s academic performance;

(iv) a method for selecting, training, evalnafing and communicating with site supervisors,
including regular contact between the faculty and site supervisors through in-person
visits or other methods of communication that will assure the quality of the student
educational experieuce. When appropriate, a school may usc facuity members from other
law schools to supervise or assist in the supervision or review of a field placement
program;

(v)  a classroom instructional component, regularly scheduled tutorials, or other means of
ongoing, contemporaneous, faculty-guided reflection; and

(vi) evaluation of cach student’s educational achievement by a faculty member.; and

(vii) sufficient control of the student experience to ensure that the requirements of the
Staudard are met, The law school must maintain records to document the steps taken to
ensure compliance with the Standard, which shall inelude, but is not necessarily limited
to, the written understandings described in Standard 304(e)(iii).

Credit granted for such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall be
commensurate with the time and effort required and the anticipated quality of the educational
experience of the student.

Each student in such a simulation, law clinic, or field placement course shall have successfully
completed sufficient prerequisites or shall receive sufficient contemporaneous training to
assure the quality of the stndent educational experience.

Interpretation 304-1
To qualify as an experiential course under Standard 303, a simulation, law clinic, or field placement niust
also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 303(a)(3).

Standard 305. OTHER ACADEMIC STUDY

(a)

(b)

A law school may grant credit toward the J.D. degree for conrses that involve studeut
participation in studies or activities in a format that does not involve attendance at regularly
scheduled class sessions, including, but not limited to, moot court, law review, and directed
research.

Credit grauted for such a course shall be eommensurate with the time and effort required and
the anticipated quality of the educational experience of the student.
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(c)

Each student’s cducational achievement in such a course shall be evaluated by a faculty
member.

Interpretation 305-1

To gualify as a writing experience under Standard 303, other academic study must also comply with the
requirement sef out in Standard 303(a)(2). To qualify as an experiential course under Standard 303, other
academic study must also comply with the requirements set out in Standard 303 (2)(3).

Standard 306. DISTANCE EDUCATION

(a)

(b)

©

(d)

(e)

()

(g)

A distance education conrse-is one in which students are separated from the faculty member or
each other for more than one-third of the instruction and the instruction involves the use of
technology to support regular and substantive interaction among students and between the
students and the faculty member, either synchronously or asynchronously.

Credit for a distance education course shall be awarded only if the academic content, the
method of course delivery, and the method of evaluating student performance are approved as
part of the school’s regular curricnlnm approval process.

A law school shall have the technological capacity, staff, information resources, and facilities
necessary to assure the educational quality of distance education,

A law school may award credit for distance education and may count that credit toward the 64
credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty instruction required by
Standard 311(b) if:

(1) there is opportunity for regular and substantive interaction between faculty member and
student and among students;

(2) there is regular monitoring of student effort by the faculty member and opportunity for
communication abont that effort; and

(3) the learning outcomes for the course are consistent with Standard 302,

A Iaw school shall not grant a student more than a total of 15 credit hours toward the J.D.
degree for courses qualifying under this Standard.

A law school shall not enroll a student in courses qualifying for credit nnder this Standard until
that student has completed instruction equivalent to 28 credit hours toward the J.D. degree.

A law school shall establish an effective process for verifying the identity of students taking
distance education courses and that also protects student privacy. If any additional student
charges are associated with verification of student identity, students must be notified at the time
of registration or enrollment.

Interpretation 306-1
Technology used to support a distance education course may include, for example:

(@)

The Internet;
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(b)  One-way and two-way transmissions through open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave,
broadband lines, fiber optics, satellite, or wireless communications devices;

(c) Audio and video conferencing; or

(d)  Video cassettes, DVDs, and CD-ROMs, if the casseties, DVDs, or CD-ROMs are used in a course in
conjunction with any of the technologies listed in puragraphs (@) through (c).

Interpretation 306-2

Methods to verify student identity as required in Standard 306(g)} include, but are not limited to (i) a secure
login and pass code, (i} proctored examinations, and (iii) other technologies and practices that are
effective in verifying student identity. As part of the verification process, a law school shall verify that the
student who registers for a class is the same student that participates and takes any examinations for the
class.

Standard 307. STUDIES, ACTIVITIES, AND FIELD PLACEMENTS OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES

(a) A law school may grant credit for (1) studies or activities outside the United States that are
approved in accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council
and (2) field placements ontside the United States that meet the requirements of Standard 304
and are not held in conjunction with studies or activities that are approved in accordance with
the Rules of Procedure and Criteria as adopted by the Council.

(b) The total credits for student participation in such studies or activities may not exceed onc-third
of the credits required for the J.D. degrec.

Interpretation 307-1

The three Criteria adopted by the Council are the Criteria for Approval of Foreign Summer and
Intersession Programs Established by ABA-Approved Law Schools, the Criteria for Approval of Foreign
Semester and Year-Long Study Abroad Programs Established by ABA-Approved Law Schools, and the
Criteria for Accepting Credit for Student Study at a Foreign Institution.

Interpretation 307-2

For purposes of Standard 307, a brief visit to a country outside the United States that is part of a course
offered and based primarily at the law school and approved through the school’s regular curriculum
approval process is not considered to be studies outside the United States.

Standard 308. ACADEMIC STANDARDS

(a) A law school shall adopt, publish, and adhere to sound academic staudards, including those for
regular class attendance, good standing, academic integrity, gradnation, and dismissal.

(b) A law school shall adopt, publish, and adhere to written due process policies with regard to
taking any action that adversely affects the good standing or graduation of a student.
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Standard 309. ACADEMIC ADVISING AND SUPPORT

{a) A law school shall provide academic advising for students that communicates effectively the
school’s academic standards and graduation requirements, and that provides guidance on
course selection.,

{(b) A law school shall provide academic support designed to afford students a reasonable
opportunity to complete the program of legal education, graduate, and become members of the
legal profession.

Standard 310. DETERMINATION OF CREDIT HOURS FOR COURSEWORK

(a) A law school shall adopt, pnblish, and adhere to written policies and procedures for
determining the credit hours that it awards for conrsework.

(b) A “credit hour” is an amount of work that reasonably approximates:

(1) not less than one hour of classroom or direct faculty instrnction and two honrs of ont-of-
class student work per week for fifteen weeks, or the equivalent amount of work over a
different amonnt of time; or

(2) atleast an equivalent amount of work as reqnired in subparagraph (1) of this definition
for ather academic activities as established by the institution, including simulation, field
placement, clinical, co-cnrricnlar, and other academic work leading to the award of credit
hours.

Interpretation 310-1

For purposes of this Standard, fifty minutes suffices for one hour of classroom or direct fuculty instruction.
An “hour” for out-of-class student wori is sixty minutes. The fifteen-week period may include one week jfor
a final examination.

Interpretation 310-2

A school may award credit hours for coursework that extends over any period of time, if the coursework
entails no less than the minimum fotal amounts of classroom or direct faculty instruction and of out-of-
class student work specified in Standard 310(b).

Standard 311. ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND ACADEMIC CALENDAR

(a) A law school shall require, as a condition for graduation, successful completion of a course of
study of not fewer than 83 credit hours., At least 64 of these credit hours shall be in courses that
require attendance in regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty instrnction.

(b) A law school shall reqnire that the course of study for the J.D. degree be completed no earlier
than 24 months and, except in extraordinary circumstances, no later than 84 months after a
student has commenced law stndy at the law schiool or a law school from which the school has
accepted transfer credit,

(c) A law school shall not permit a student to be enrolled at any time in coursework that exceeds
20 percent of the total credit honrs required by that school for graduation.
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{d) Credit for a J.D. degree shall only be given for coursc work taken after the student has
matriculated in a law school's J.D. program of study, except for credit that may be granted
pursuant to Standard 505. A law school may not grant credit toward the J.D. degree for work
taken in a pre-admission program,

Interpretation 311-1
fa) In calculating the 64 credit hours of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or divect faculty
instruction for the purpose of Standard 311{a), the credit hours may include:

(1} Credit hours earned by attendance in regularly scheduled classroom sessions or direct faculty
instruction;

(2)  Credit hours earned by participation in a simulation course or law clinic in compliance with
Standard 304;

(3)  Credit hours earned through distance education in compliance with Standard 306, and

{4)  Credit hours earned by participation in law-related studies or activities in a country outside
the United States in compliance with Standard 307,

(b)  In calculating the 64 credit howrs of regularly scheduled classroom sessions or divect faculty
instruction for the pwrpose of Standard 311{a), the credit hours shall rot include any other
coursework, including, but not limited to:

(1) Credit hours earned through field placements in compliance with Standard 304 and other study
outside of the classroom in compliance with Standard 305;

(2} Credit hours earned in another department, school, or college of the university with which the
law school is affiliated, or at another institution of higher learning, !

(3)  Credit hours earned for participation in co-curricular activities such as law review, moot
court, and trial competition; and

(4)  Credit hours earned by participation in studies or activities in a country outside the United
States in compliance with Standard 307 for studies or activities that are not laew-related.

Interpretation 311-2

Whenever a student is permitted on the basis of extraordinary circumsiances to exceed the 84-month
program Limitation in Standard 311(B), the law school shall place in the student’s file a statement signed
by an appropriate law school official explaining the extraordinary circumstances leading the law school to
permit an exception to this limitation. Such extraordinary circumstances, for example, might include an
interruption of a student’s legal education because of an illness, family exigency, or military service.

Interpretation 311-3

If a law school granis credit for priov law study ar a law school outside the United States as permitted
under Standard 505(c), only the time commensurate with the amount of credit given counts toward the
length of study requirements of Standard 311(b). For example, if a student has studied for three years at a
law school outside the United States and is granted one year of credit toward the J.D. degree, the amount
of time that counts toward the 84 month requivement is one year. The student has 72 months in which to
complete law school in the United States.
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Standard 312. REASONABLY COMPARABLE OPPORTUNITIES

A law school providiug more than one enrolimeut or scheduling option shall ensure that ali students
have reasonably comparable opportunities for access to the law school’s program of legal education,
courses taught by full-time faculty, student services, co-curricular programs, and other educational
benefits. Identical opportunities are not required.

Standard 313. DEGREE PROGRAMS IN ADDITION TO J.D.

A law school may not offer a degree program other than its J.D. degree program unless:
(2) thelaw school is fully approved;
(b) the Council has granted acquiescence in the program; and

(¢) the degree program will not interfere with the ability of the law school to operate in compliance
with the Standards and to carry out jts program of legal education.

Interpretation 313-1
Acquiescence in a degree program other than the J.D. degree is not an approval of the program itself and,
therefore, a school may not announce that the program is approved by the Council,

Standard 314, ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

A law school shall atilize both formative and summative assessment methods in its curriculnm to
measure and improve student learning and provide meaniugful feedback to students.

Interpretation 314-1

Formative assessment methods are measurements at different points during a particular course or at
different points over the span of a student’s education that provide meaningfil feedback to improve student
learning. Summative assessment methods are measurements al the culmination of a particular course or at
the culmination of any part of a student’s legal education that measure the degree of student learning.

Interpretation 314-2

A law school need not apply multiple assessment methods in any particular course. Assessment methods
are likely to be different from school to school. Law schools are not reguired by Standard 314 to use any
particular assessinent method.

Standard 315. EVALUATION OF PROGRAM OF LEGAL EDUCATION ‘LEARNING
OUTCOMES, ANDASSESSMENT METHODS

The dean and the faculty of a law school shall conduct ougoing evaluation of the law school’s program
of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessmeut methods; and shall use the results of this
evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of competency iu the learning outcomes and
to make appropriate chauges to improve the curriculum,
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Interpretation 315-1

Examples of methods that may be used to measure the degree to which students have attained competency
in the school’s student learning outcomes include review of the records the law school maintains to measure
individual student achievement pursuant to Standard 314, evaluation of student learning portfolios; student
evaluation of the sufficiency of their education; student performance in capstone courses o other courses
that appropriately assess a variety of skills and knowledge; bar exam passage rates,; placement rates;
surveys of attorneys, judges, and alumni; and assessment of student performance by judges, attorneys, or
law professors from other schools. The methods used to measure the degree of student achievement of
learning outcomes are likely to differ from school to school and law schools are not required by this
standard to use any particular methods.

Standard 316. BAR PASSAGE

(a) A lawschool’s bar passage rate shall be sufficient, for purposes of Standard 301(a), if the school
demonstrates that it meets any one of the following tests:

(1) That for students who graduated from the law scbool within the five most recently
completed calendar years:

(i) 75 percent or more of these graduates who sat for the bar passed a bar examination;
or

(ii) in at least three of these calendar years, 75 percent of the students gradunating in
those years and sitting for the bar have passed a bar examination,

In demonstrating compliance under sections (1)(i) and (ii), the school must report bar
passage results from as many jurisdictions as necessary to account for ac least 70 percent
of its graduates each year, starting with the jurisdiction in which the highest number of
graduates took the bar exam and proceeding in descending order of frequency.

(2) That in three or more of the five most recently completed calendar years, the sehool’s
annual first-time bar passage rate in the jurisdictions reported by the school.is ne mnore
than I5 points below the average first-time bar passage rates for graduates of ABA-
approved Iaw schools taking the bar examination in these same jurisdictions.

In demonstrating compliance under section (2}, the school must report first-time bar
passage data from as many jurisdictions as necessary to account for at least 70 percent of
its graduates each year, starting with the jnrisdiction in which the highest namber of
graduates took the bar exam and proceeding in desceuding order of frequency. When
more than one jurisdiction is reported, the weighted average of the resuits in each of the
reported jurisdictions shall be nsed to determine compliance.

{b) A school shall be out of compliance with this Standard if it is unable to demonstrate that it
meets the requirements of paragraph {a)(1) or (2).

{¢) A school found out of compliance nnder paragraph (b) and that has not been able to come into
compliance within the two-year period specified in Rule 14(b) of the Rules of Procedure for
Approval of Law Schools, may seek to demonstrate good cause for extending the period the law
school has to demonstrate compliance by submitting evidence of:
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@)

@)

(4)

(3)

(6)

(7

8

The law school’s trend in bar passage rates for both first-time and subseqnent takers: a
clear trend of improvement will be considered in the school’s favor, a declining or flat
trend against it.

The length of time the law school’s bar passage rates have been below the first-time and
ultimate rates established in paragraph A: a shorter time period will be considered in the
school’s favor, a longer period against it,

Actions by the law school to address bar passage, particularly the law school’s academic
rigor and the demonstrated value and effectiveness of its academic support and bar
preparation programs: value-added, effective, snstained and pervasive actions to address
bar passage problems will be considered in the law school’s favor; ineffective or only
marginally effective programs or limited action by the law school against it.

Efforts by the law school to facilitate bar passage for its gradnates who did not pass the
bar on prior attempts: effective and snstained efforts by the law school will be considered
in the school’s favor; ineffective or limited efforts by the law school against it.

Efforts by the law school to provide broader access to legal education while maintaining
academic rigor: sustained meaningful efforts will be viewed in the law school’s favor;
intermittent or limited efforts by the law school against it.

The demonstrated likelihood that the law school’s students who transfer to other ABA-
approved schools will pass the bar examination: transfers by stndents with a strong
likelihood of passing the bar will be considered in the school’s favor, providing the law
school has undertaken counseling and other appropriate efforts to retain its well-
performing students,

Temporary circumstances beyond the control of the law school, but which the law school
is addressing: for example, a natnral disaster that disrupts operations or a significant
increase in the standard for passing the relevant bar examination(s).

Other factors, consistent with a law school’s demonstrated and sustaiued mission, which
the school considers relevant in explaining its deficient bar passage results and iu
explaining the school’s etforts to improve them.




AMERICAN BAR ASSQCIATION

Section of Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar

Managing Director’s Guidance Memo

Standards 301, 302, 314 and 315
June 2015

This is the first of a set of Guidance Memos on learning outcomes and assessment programs. Subsequent Guidance
Memios will be responsive to the questions that are raised by low schaals directly with the Managing Director’s
Office or come to the attention of the Office through proceedings af conferences, reports, and articles on these
topics. These new and amended Standards are designed to assure that the outcome measures and assessment
methodologies that schoals develop will improve their legal education programs and better serve the needs of
students during their legal educations and in their professional careers.

Relevant Standards and Interpretations

Standard 301, OBJECTIVES OF PROGRAM OF LEGAL EDUCATION

(a) A law school shali maintain a rigorous program of legal education that prepatres its students, upon
graduation, for admission to the bar and for effective, ethical, and responsible participation as
members of the legal profession.

(b) A law school shall establish and publish learning outcomes designed to achieve these objectives.

Standard 302. LEARNING QOUTCOMES

A law school shall establish learning outcomes that shall, at a minimum, inciude competency in the
following:

(a) Knowledge and understanding of substantive and procedural law;

(b) Legal analysis and reasoning, legal research, problem-solving, and written and oral communication
in the legal context;

(c) Exercise of proper professional and ethical responsibiiities to clients and the legal system; and

(d) Other professional skills needed for competent and ethical participation as a member of the legal
profession.

Interpretation 302-1
For the purposes of Standard 302(d), other professional skills are determined by the law schoof and may
include skills such as, interviewing, counsefing, negotiation, fact development and analysis, trial practice,




document drafting, conflict resolution, organization and management of legal work, collaboration,
cultural competency, and self-evaluation.

Interpretation 302-2
A law school may also identify any additional learning outcomes pertinent to its program of legal
education.

Standard 314. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

A law school shall utilize both formative and summative assessment methods in its curriculum to
measure and improve student learning and provide meaningful feedback to students.

Interpretation 314-1

Formative assessment methods are measurements at different points during a particular course or at
different points over the span of a student’s education that provide meaningful feedback to improve
student learning. Summative assessment methods are measurements at the culmination of a particular
course or at the culmination of any part of a student’s legal education that measure the degree of
student learning.

Interpretation 314-2

A law school need not apply multiple assessment methods in any particular course. Assessment methods
are likely to be different from school to school. Law schools are not required by Standard 314 to use any
particular assessment method.

Standard 315. EVALUATION OF PROGRAM OF LEGAL EDUCATION, LEARNING OUTCOMES, AND
ASSESSMENT METHODS

The dean and the faculty of a law school shall conduct ongoing evaluation of the law school’s program
of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessment methods; and shall use the results of this
evaluation to determine the degree of student attainment of competency in the learning outcomes
and to make appropriate changes to improve the curriculum.

Interpretation 315-1

Examples of methods that may be used to measure the degree to which students have attained
competency in the school’s student learning outcomes include review of the records the low school
maintains to measure individual student achievement pursuant to Standard 314; evaluation of student
learning portfolios; student evaluation of the sufficiency of their education; student performance in
capstone courses or other courses that appropriately assess a variety of skills and knowledge; bar exam

k passage rates; placement rates; surveys of attorneys, judges, and alumni; and assessment of student
performance by judges, attorneys, or law professors from other schoofs. The methods used to measure
the degree of student achievement of learning outcomes are likely to differ from school to school and faw
schools are not required by this standard to use any particular methods.




Background

in October 2007, then Section Chair Justice Ruth McGregor appointed a Special Committee an Output
Measures. The Special Committee was charged with determining whether and how output measures,
other than bar passage and job placement, might be used in the accreditation process. InJuly 2008, the
Special Committee released an extensive analysis of how cutcomes measures are used by other
accreditation bodies. It concluded that the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar should
re-examine the current ABA accreditation standards and reframe them, as needed, to reduce their
reliance on input measures and instead adopt a greater and more overt reliance on outcome measures.
The report also noted that shifting towards outcome measures is consistent with the latest and best
thinking of both the higher education and legal education communities. The Committee noted that all
regional accreditation agencies focus on identification and measurement of student learning outcomes,
in addition, the Committee reviewed the accreditation standards of ten other professional accrediting
bodies. It found all ten applied standards based on gutcome measures.

On the basis of this report, the Council directed the Standards Review Committee {SRC} to study the
matter and make recommendations to the Council, The SRC appointed a Student Learning Outcomes
Subcommittee. Its work provides some of the basis for the guidance in this memorandum.

Guiding Principles

The Student Learning Outcomes Subcommittee suggested that certain assumptions should guide the
implementation of the changes in the Standards that would result from its recommendations. These
inciude:

e The process of identifying, assessing and improving outcomes is more important than ensuring
that every student achieve each outcome.

» Different types of faculty—doctrinal, clinical, legal writing and others—play important roles in
identifying and assessing learning.

e Faculty should have the central role in identifying, assessing and improving learning outcomes.

¢ Outcomes will differ based upon law school missions.

e Although the traditional legal curriculum, which purports to teach students to “think like a
lawyer,” will remain at the center of law schools’ 1.D. programs, schools should measure how
successful their students are in mastering that skill and in bridging the gap between it and other
lawyering skills.

s Focusing on outcomes should serve as a catalyst for law schools to be intenticnal in curriculum
development.

» The focus on outcomes should shift the emphasis from what is being taught to what is being
learned by the students.




Guidance

Standard 301

Standard 301{b) states that the law school should publish its learning outcomes.
GUIDANCE:

Learning outcomes for the school’s overall program of legal education must appear in those
places on its website and in its publications where the law schoof describes its missfon and its
curriculum. Similarly, learning outcomes for certificates or specialty tracks within the D
program must be published in those places where such certificates or speciaity tracks are
described. Learning outcomes for individual courses must be published in the course syflabi.

Standard 302, Interpretations 302-1 and 302-2

Although graduation rates, job placement and bar passage are important outcomes, Standard 302
makes clear that law schools must also establish and measure other important outcomes for those who
enroll in its program of legal education. Similarly, although not every law student plans to practice law,
this Standard recognizes that a law school must have a program of legal education that includes
outcomes encompassing competencies related to the practice of law. This is consistent with Standard
301{a} which mandates that a law school “maintain a rigorous program of legal education that prepares
its students, upon graduation, for admission to the bar and for effective, ethical, and responsible
participation as members of the legal profession.”

GUIDANCE:

Learning outcomes must consist of clear and concise statements of knowledge that students are
expected to acquire, skilfs students are expected to develop, and values that they are expected to
understand and integrute into their professionaf lives. The outcomes should identify the desired
knowledge, skifls and values that a school believes that its students shoufd master. Standard 302
autlines the minimum outcomes that a law school must identify for its program of legal
education. Other outcomes will vary depending upon the stated mission of o law school.
Therefore, a school that has a focus on a particular area of substantive law would normally have
more robust expectations in regard to the substantive ureas critical to its mission or for which it
claims special expertise. Similarly, schools with u mission to produce trial lawyers or
transactional lawyers would have learning outcomes identifying skills and values critical to the
effective representation af clients in those roles. Interpretation 302-1 lists some of the
professional skills that a school may identify as learning outcomes consistent with its mission.

Standard 314, Interpretations 314-1 and 314-2

Standard 314 mandates that both formative and summative assessments must be utilized by law
schools. Interpretation 314-1 provides definitions for the two different types of assessments.
Interpretation 314-2 explains that the review of assessment methodology permits some flexibility to
allow variation of assessment programs from school to school.



GUIDANCE:

Schools must be engaged in meaningful assessment of their pragress in helping students achieve
outcame goals. The Standards create considerable space for schools to develop their own
assessment schemes that fit their program and their culture. However, each school must use
both formative and summative assessments. Interpretation 314-2 makes clear that muftiple
assessment methods are not required in every course. Nevertheless, Standard 314, as the
Accreditation Committee is likely to apply it, will require that formative assessment be integrated
inta the law school’s progrom to, as Interpretation 314-1 stutes, “provide meaningful feedback
ta improve student learning” in the law school’s overall program. The flexibility allowed in this
Standard and these Interpretations is meant to permit schools to experiment and to reflect the
diversity law schools’ missions and programs. Nonetheless, the amount and variety of
assessments utifized by each school should demonstrate that it is seriously measuring its success
in meeting the outcomes that it has identified as appropriate to its mission.

Learning outcomes clarify what students are expected to learn or master. Assessment should
measure the level of attainment of those learning outcumes being achieved by students. This
requires schools to collect evidence thot demonstrotes the level of attainment. In planning for
this collection, schools should identify both the methods of assessment as well as the sources for
making those assessments. The assessment of how certain outcomes are being met by students
may include considerotion of co- ond extra-curricular activities., Because determining the level of
attafnment requires some subjective judgments, multiple methods of assessment will more likely
produce an accurate portrayal, As noted in Interpretation 315-1, the sources of this evidence
may encompass different constituencies, including students, alumni, attorneys and judges in
addition to faculty.

It is not the qoal of assessing the level of attainment, and prebably not realistic to expect, that
each student will achieve the same fevel of mastery for every outcome. Some students will
master some outcomes in a more proficient manner than others. Further, to the extent that
learning outcomes are developed for certificate and specialty areas, learning outcomes within
those areas will not be refevant for all students.

Standard 315 and Interpretation 315-1

Standard 315 requires that the dean and faculty evaluate its program of legal education, learning
outcomes and assessment methods on an ongoing basis. The school is to use the results to determine

the degree of student attainment of competency and make changes as appropriate.
GUIDANCE:

One of the primary goals of an ossessment of student learning program is to require schools to
evaluate whether they are successfully helping thelr students achieve mastery of the
competencies that the school hus identified as important for its graduotes to obtain. This
requirement is responsive to the recommendation of the Output Measures Committee that the
emphasis on outcomes reflects a shift in focus from what is being taught in law schools to what
is being learned by students. Schools are to evaluate the results obtained from the various




assessments to determine to what extent they are assisting their students to achieve the desired
outcomes. This evaluation is to be conducted by the dean and faculty. Although some schools
may appoint a faculty member or an administrator to oversee the development of outcomes and
assessment, it is clear that the establishment and evaluation of outcomes and assessments
cannot be the province of a single individual. Although the dean and faculty are to conduct the
evaluation, Interpretation 315-1 makes clear that the evaluation may utilize evidence obtained
from surveys and assessments by individuals outside of the school such as alumni, attorneys and
Judges.

Timeline

The Guidance Memorandum from the Managing Director’s Office titled “Transition to and
Implementation of the New Standards and Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law Schools” dated
August 13, 2014, stated that the application of these Standards would begin with the 2016-17 academic
year.

GUIDANCE:

Site teams visiting schools in the 2016-17 academic year and thereafter will be asked to report
on the progress schools are making in establishing fearning outcomes and in developing an
assessment plan. Schools will be expected to show steady work and progress toward the
odoption of a full set of learning outcomes. Those outcomes should be in place by the end of the
2017-2018 year. Schools must have adopted an assessment plan and be oble to demonstrate
that they are implementing it by the end of the 2018-2019 academic year. This schedule is
consistent with the timeline recommended by the SRC’s Learning Outcomes Subcommiittee.

While they do not become operationaf until the Fall of the 2016-2017 academic year, schools
with 2015-2016 site visit should be prepared to report on how they are working to come into
compliance with what the Standards discussed in this memo require. Schools that cannot show
that they are seriously engaged in the work that is necessary to develop and adopt learning
outcomes and to develop and adopt an assessment program can expect that the Accreditation
Committee will ask for a report back that demonstrates that appropriate progress is being made.

Conclusion

The process of developing, adepting, and implementing learning cutcomes and an assessment program
takes time. There is no one-size-fits-all set of cutcomes or assessment program. While the Council, the
Accreditation Committee, and the Managing Director’s Office want to be helpful to schools, it would be
a mistake to publish templates or specific statements of what will be sufficient to meet the Standards.
Additional guidance will be provided over the next several years as the Council and the Accreditation
Committee have experience in applying the Standards that can usefully be reported to schools.

The Standards direct schools to continuously engage in a process of establishing outcomes, assessing the
school's performance, and reviewing/revising outcomes. This process will help demonstrate that the
school has a “rigorous program of legal education that prepares its students, upon graduation, for




admission to the bar and for effective, athical, and responsible participation as members of the legal
profession,” as required by Standard 301{a}.

The Managing Director’s Office will issue Guidance memoranda frem time-to-time when new Standards or Interpretations
have been adopted or when, in the course of the Office’s dealings with schools about compliance with the Standards, a
number of schools are asking for clarification or direction regarding a particular Standard, Interpretation or reporting
requirement. The Office does its best to provide helpful guidance, but we remind schools that we do not have the authority
to bind either the Council or the Accreditation Committee. That said, the Council and the Accreditation Committee
understand the necessity of providing guidance and will take that guidance into account in any determination about a
school’s operating in compliance with the Standards.







employment, but the Standards will no longer require it. Similarly, the credits that can be earned
through distance education courses have been expanded from 12 to 15 and the prohibition on allowing
a student to enroll in no more than four credits of distance learning coursework in a term has been
eliminated. Those changes are also effective now, allowing schools to change their own academic rules
and practices on distance learning, as they wish.

Apply the new Standards to site visits beginning in the 2015-2016 cycle, except those listed in #4 below.

Apply the following new Standards beginning in 2016-2017; apply them, as appropriate, to students who
become 1L students that year:

» Standard 301{b) and Standard 302. Learning Outcomes

s Standard 303. Curriculum

¢ Standard 304, Experiential learning requirement {so that requirement applies beginning with
Fall 2016 1L students who will graduate in Spring 2019)

¢ Standard 314. Assessment of student learning

= Standard 315. Evaluation of program of legal education, learning outcomes, and assessment
methods

In the initial phases of implementation of the outcome measures Standards set forth in Standards
301(b), 302, 303, and 314, which will begin in the 2016-2017 academic year, compliance will be assessed
based upon evaluating the seriousness of the school’s efforts to establish and assess student learning
outcomes, not upon attainment of a particular level of achievement for each learning outcome. Among
factors to consider in assessing compliance with these Standards are whether a school has
demonstrated faculty engagement in the identification of the student learning outcomes it seeks for its
graduates; whether the school is working effectively to identify how the school’s curriculum
encompasses the identified outcomes, and to integrate teaching and assessment of those outcomes into
its curriculum; and whether the school has identified when and how students receive feedback on their
development of the identified outcomes.

In the initial phases of implementation of the institutional effectiveness standard set forth in Standard
315, compliance will be assessed based on the seriousness of the law school’s efforts to engage in an
ongoing process of gathering information about its students’ progress toward achieving identified
outcomes and whether it is using the information gathered to regularly review, assess and adapt its
academic program.

The revised Rules will be effective immediately with no delay for implementation needed.

This transition plan will apply to schools seeking provisional approval and provisional schools seeking full
approval in the same way that it will apply to schools that are fully-approved.

An open issue is how schools will be asked to show compliance with the new Standards, particularly
those listed in #4 above, outside the sabbatical site review process. It is likely that schools will be asked
to file a report of some sort at the time those Standards become operative, We will continue to discuss
this matter and keep you informed about it.










MEMORANDUM

FROM: Student Learning Outcomes/Assessment .44 Hoc Committee

TO: Law Faculty

DATE: February 19, 2016

RI: Responses to Survey Comments on Revised Mission Statement and Proposed

Student Learning Outcomes

This memo reports to the faculty on this Committee’s progtess in preparing a revised mission
Statement and proposed Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) to comply with ABA Standards 301(b)
and 302. This report summarizes the various comments teceived on the revised mission statement
and proposed SLOs and explains how the Committee has ot has not modified the draft in tesponse.

BACKGROUND

ABA Standatd 301(b) requires law schools to “establish and publish learning outcomes” designed to
achieve the overall objectives set forth in 301(a). ABA Standard 302 futther requires law schools to
“establish learning outcomes that shall, at 2 minimutn, include competency in the following: (a)
Knowledge and understanding of substantive and procedural law; (b) Legal analysis and reasoning,
legal research, problem-solving, and written and oral communication in the legal context; (c)
Lxercise of proper professional and ethical responsibilities to clients and the legal system; and (d)
Other professional skills needed for competent and ethical patticipation as a member of the legal
ptofession.”

On August 21-22, 2015, the Tech Texas law school faculty held a retreat, a substantial part of which
was devoted to considering the law school’s mission statement and ABA Standard 302. On August
31, 2015, Dean Dickerson created the Student Learning Outcomes/Assessment 44 Hoe Committee
and appointed Professors Wendy Humphrey (chair), Biyan Camp, Cassie Chtistopher, Kristen Van-
De-Biezenbos, and John Watts to the Committee. The Comumittee’s charge, as stated in the Dean’s
email of August 31st, was to use the information from the faculty tetreat to “develop Student
Learning Outcomes and Assessment methods, for presentation to the faculty, to ensute compliance
with the ABA Standatds and SACSCOC rules.”

‘The Committee Chait prepared the initial draft of a revised mission statement and six Student
Learning Outcomes with related criteria. The Committee met on Septembet 24th and October 5th
to discuss potential revisions to the mission statement and SLOs. To obtain feedback from various
groups, the Chair then created an online survey using Qualtrics, and the Committee provided
feedback on the structure and content of the survey.

On November 12, 2015, the survey was distributed to law faculty, and the following day the survey
was distributed to some law school staff who have a J.ID. as well as a targeted group of
approximately 700 alums. In addition, law students received an open invitation to tespond to the

survey,




The Committee invited comments via a 64-question online survey instrument. The survey first
addressed the revised mission statement and asked for comments. Then, for each SLO and each
ctitetion, the survey asked for (1) a yes ot no vote on whether to include the SLO/ ctiterion and (2)
comments and suggestions for improving the SLO/ ctitetion.

As of November 29, 2015, the survey was completed by 139 respondents who self-identified as
follows: 5 staff; 39 faculty; 56 students; and 39 alums. This represents an 81% response rate by the

faculty asked to respond. Of the 139 respondents, 101 made specific comments and suggestions.

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK AND COMMENTS

The sutvey repeated the same question for the Mission Statement, each of the six Student Learning
Outcomes, and each of the criterion under each SLO. The question was “Should we mclude this
Leatning Outcome/Criterion”? Question 3 of the sutvey gave respondents the oppottunity to cast a
“straight ballot” of yes or no to all the components. Of the 139 responses, 70 responded “Yes” to
question 3, indicating that they agreed in totality with both the mission statement and all the
proposed SLOs. As to the mission statement and each proposed SLO, the percent of “Yes”
responses were as follows:

Learning Outcome | “Yes” Responses % of Total Responses to Question
1 98 of 103 91%
2 102 of 106 96%
3 95 of 105 90%
4 97 of 104 93%
5 99 of 104 95%
6 70 of 102 69%
Mission Statement 84 of 110 76%

Before addressing the comments specific to the mission statement and each SL.O, the Committee
will summarize and address two comments that were more global in nature.

1. Use of the word “competent.”

Several commentators repeatedly questioned the appropriateness of framing the SLOs in terms of
“competence.” Some believed the word “competence” was too vague to be helpful. Others thought
the word was less ambitious than we needed; it was akin to being “adequate.” Still others questioned
whether the term had an adequate referent. That is, to what does the word refer: competent
students, competent first year associates, competent partnerse

After discussion, the Committee decided to retain the word and its variants. First, as a practical
matter, the ABA Standards are framed in those terms and appear to assume that schools will use the
idea of competence as a standard/benchmark/something similar. For example, Standard 315
requites law schools to continually evaluate their programs, learning outcomes, and assessment
methods. It instructs that schools “shall use the results of this evaluation to determine the degree of
student attainment of competency . ...” Second, as a normative matter, this i1s 2 minimum standard.
It does not seem fair to apply a higher minimum standard to the overall population of students. It
takes competence to pass the state bat exam, but not mote. It would seem strange to say that the law




school has failed its mission when “merely” competent students pass the bar. By definition, not all
students can be exceptional and so to desctibe the SLOs as, for example, having students
demonstrate “exceptional” knowledge is a false aspiration. Third, the appropriate reference is the
skill or knowledge, not a particular subset of practitioners.

2. The criteria are too specific ot too vague or too difficult to measure.

Another recurring set of comments expressed concern about the level of specificity in the criteria.
‘These comments are well taken, regardless of whether the commenters believed the critetia were
msufficiently concrete ot too nit-picky. It is true that some ctiteria are vague and others appear very
precise. The reason for that lies in the purpose of these Student Learning Outcomes and their
related criteria. ‘

These Student Learning Outcomes apply to the law school as a whole, not to any particular class,
activity, teacher or student. Mote general criteria—the ones that appear too vague—atc necessaty to
give administrators the flexibility to decide which courses are a good fit for the criteria. The idea is
that the learning outcomes in each individual course will tie to one ot mote of the law school's SLOs
and related criteria. For example, Professor Camp’s Legal Histoty seminar is probably not a good fit
with Learning Outcome 3, Criterion 2: “Create and implement a logical research plan that employs
the appropriate tools of legal research.” The course learning outcome, however, does not need to be
a good fit with that specific criterion; it just needs to fit one of the criteria listed for one of the
SLOs. Accordingly, it is more likely a good fit with Learning Qutcome 3, Criterion 1: “Identify and
describe the roles and differing characteristics of sources of law, including the weight of authority.”
That is because students in the Legal History Seminar spend wecks reading approximately 300 pages
of 18th century case law, contrasting and compating the law of slavery from different Southern
states. "' see that fit, it would be helpful for Professor Camp to have something in the Learning
Outcomes section of the course syllabus that informs the reader of that fit so administratots can
demonstrate the law school’s compliance with the ABA Standards.

Sometimes, however, a criterion may include very specific language. The ABA Managing Director’s
Guidance Memo dated June 2015 suggests that even the broader Student Ieatning Outcomes can be
very specific. Interpretation 302-1 lists a variety of vety specific learning outcomes, such as
interviewing, counseling, negotiation, fact development and analysis, trial practice, document
drafting, collaboration, and others. If the ABA is suggesting that learning outcomes can be so
detailed, certainly it should accept detailed criteria, where approptiate. The Committee decided that a
specific ctiterion could be appropriate if the Committee already knows the courses that can show
how the law school (as a whole) addresses the relevant SLO. For example, Leatning Qutcome 4,
Criterion 1 is that students will “Communicate effectively by employing predictive, persuasive, and
operational writing techniques.” Some commentators objected that the terms “predictive,
persuasive, and operational” are too specific. The Committee knows, however, that students are
called upon to write a variety of legal documents, including memos (predictive), briefs (persuasive),
and agreements (operational). Again, not every class has to meet this ctitetion and not every student
has to create all three types of documents in a given class. But the law school curticulum, as a whole,
contains a vaticty of classes where students are called upon to perform one or more of these types
of legal writings.




The Committee did respond to some specific comments and adopted some specific suggestions as
detailed below. On the whole, however, the Committee decided that the criteria express a solid mix
of the general and the specific. Each type of criteria serves a purpose.

COMMENTS SPECIFIC T'Q THE MISSION STATEMENT

Committee’s Initial Proposal:

The mission of the Texas Tech University School of Law is to prepare individuals fot the
effective and ethical practice of law in a rapidly changing, diverse, and interconnected world;
to engage in meaningful scholarship; and to foster a culture of public service.

Summary of Comments Received and Comprittes Response:

The primary concerns expressed about the proposed mission statement include the
following: (1) the mission should include language about maximizing the opportunity to pass
the state bar exam; (2) the mission does not address a law school graduate who chooses not
to practice law; (3) the mission does not expressly mention professionalism; (4) the mission
does not seem to set TTU Law apart from other law schools; and (5) the reference to
“meaningful” scholarship is vague.

The Committee recommends the current draft of the mission statement, without any
additions or deletions. A mission statement is intended to be a broad statement that
expresses the overall goal of the law school. Tt is not intended to address every situation (e.g,,
a graduate who chooses not to practice law) ot every knowledge/skill /value that a student
will attain. The SLOs and related criteria further define the knowledge, skills, and values that
students will demonstrate upon graduation.

COMMENTS SPECIFIC TQ LEARNING OUTCOMES AND CRITERIA

Learning Outcome 1

Compmittee’s Initial Proposal

Learning Outcome 1: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge and understanding

of substantive and procedural law.
To demonstrate achieverment of this learning onteome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in core subjects, with a focus
on subjects tested on bar examinations.

Criterion 2: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in other student-elected arcas
of substantive or procedural law.

Criterion 3: Identify and describe the structure of the U.S. and Texas legal systems.




Summary of Compments Received and Commitiee Response:

First, commentators were chiefly concerned with the term “student-elected” in Criterion 2
and thought it added no value. Second, commentators also rematked that the requited
curticulum and bar courses were not conterminous in that the elective curriculum also
contained courses on subjects tested on the bat. Third, commentators questioned whether
the first two criteria could not be merged. Fourth, some commentators thought Criterion 3

was plcayune.

The Committee considered these and other comments and, after discussion, made the
tollowing changes. First, the Committee removed the tetm “student-elected.” Second, the
Committee revised Criteria 1 and 2 to reflect only the division between the required and
elective curriculum.

The Comimnittee chose to retain a distinction between the required and elective curticulum
because the separation reflects an important division in the law school curticulum. It is the
judgment of the faculty that there are certain subjects about which every lawyer needs some
knowledge. If certain subjects are so impottant as to be required, it is reasonable that the law
school measure the outcomes of those courses sepatately from the outcomes of all other
cousses. Merging the two curriculums risks masking poor outcomes in key courses by bettet
outcomes in less important courses. Remember, these SL.Os apply to the Law School as a
whole. Here, the Committee belicves it important to evaluate success of the required
curriculum in attaining Learning Outcome 1 separately from the elective cutriculum.

Furthermore, the Committee chose to retain Criterion 3. This is one of the rather specific
criteria that is of the type specifically contemplated by the ABA Guidance memo and it
directly supports the associated Student Learning OQutcome. Few would doubt that
competent legal knowledge includes knowledge about how legal systems are structured. The
Committee knows that the first year Legal Practice curriculum contains coursework that
meets this criterion. In short, this is low-hanging fruit to demonstrate compliance with ABA
Standard 302,

Aceordingly, the Commitiee now offers this Revised Proposal for I earning Outcome 1

Learnine Outcome 1: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge and understanding

of substantive and procedural law.
To dentonstrate achievernent gf this learning ontconre, gradnates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and desctibe key legal concepts and rules in core subjects contained in
the required curriculurm.

Criterion 2: Identify and describe key legal concepts and rules in the elective curriculum.

Criterion 3: Identify and describe the structure of the U.S. and Texas legal systems.




Learning Outcome 2

Committee’s Imitial Proposal:

Learning Outcome 2: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal analysis,
reasoning, and problem-solving.

To denronstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:

Ctiterion 1: Prepate for class by briefing case opinions, accurately identifying the issues on
appeal, holding, judgment, procedural history, material facts, tules of law, reasoning, and
policy.

Criterion 2: Identify and describe legal issues implicated by a factual scenario.
Criterion 3: Identify and describe proper legal authority applicable to identified legal issues.

Criterion 4: Identify and describe key rules and reasoning contained within identified
applicable authority.

Cuiterion 5: Effectively synthesize and reconcile multiple legal authotities when applicable.
Criterion 6: Fffectively analogize and distinguish precedent.
Criterion 7: Propose reasonable resolutions to legal problems.

Summary of Comments Recetved and Commnittee Response:

Commentets were chiefly concerned whether class preparation, and especially through a case
briefing method, was an appropriate ot measurable criterion. A few commenters sugpested
replacing the word “describe’ in Criteria 2 through 4 with a word such as “analyze” or
“apply,” and several commenters questioned the meaning of the phrase “proper legal
authority” in Criterion 3. Other commenters recommended including writing requirements
into this learning outcome, and suggested combining some critetia, patticulatly 3 and 4,
because it seemed “odd to tease apatt legal authotity from what it says.” A commenter
recommended removing the word “identified” from Criteria 4. A few commenters
questioned the presence of the word “effectively” in Criteria 5 and 6, but not elsewhere. In
Criterion 7, a commmenter expressed concetn that statutes were not mentioned, and another
tecommended including the word “ethical.” Many commenters lauded Criterion 2, noting
that issue-spotting is a crucial skill for practicing lawyers.

The Comimittee considered these and othet comments and, after discussion, made the
following changes. Specific references to class pteparation and case briefing wete removed
from Criterion 1, and the remaining language was revised to clarify the skills students are
expected to develop during an appellate case-based coutse. The Committee decided to leave
the word “describe” in Criteria 2 through 4, because describing is a discrete skill within
Bloom’s taxonomy and is different than “analyze” or “apply.” The Committee also noted
that analytical skills are incorporated in Criteria 5 through 7. “Proper” legal authority was
revised and clarified in Criterion 3, per a commenter’s suggestion, to be “relevant.” As
writing is covered by Learning Outcome 4, the Committee decided not to include it here.




The Committee declined to combine Critetia 3 and 4, because they measure different things.
The Committee agreed to remove the word “identified” from Criteria 4, but decided to
retain the word “effectively” in Criteria 5 and 6 because that word appears in ABA Standard
301(a). In Criterion 7, the Committee noted that “legal authority” includes statutes, and that
an unethical resolution is by its terms not teasonable; moteover, cthical competencies are
specifically addressed in Learning Qutcome 5.

Accordingly, the Comprittee now offers this Revised Proposal for Tearning Qutcome 2:

Learning Outcome 2: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal analysis,
reasoning, and problem-solving.

To demonstrate achieverent of this learning outeonse, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Accurately identify the material facts, procedural histoty, issues on appeal, rules
of law, reasoning, holding, and policy in appellate court opinions.

Criterton 2: Identify and describe legal issues implicated by a factual scenario.
Criterion 3: Identify and describe relevant legal authority applicable to identified legal issues.

Criterion 4: Tdentify and describe key rules and reasoning contained within applicable
authority. :

Curiterion 5: Effectively synthesize and reconcile multiple legal authorities when applicable.
Criterion 6: Effectively analogize and distinguish precedent.

Criterion 7: Propose teasonable resolutions to legal problems.
Learning Outcome 3

Comprittee’s Initial Proposal

Learning Outcome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Tdentify and describe the roles and differing charactetistics of sources of law,
including the weight of authority.

Criterion 2: Create and implement a logical teseatch plan that employs the fundamental
tools of legal research.

Criterion 3: Use propet citation when required.

Summary of Comments Received and Commitiee Response:

Several commenters questioned the use or meaning of the word “fundamental” in Criterion
2. Other comments included pedagogical sugpestions about what students should be taught
(e.g., book research as well as electronic, free resources as well as Lexis and Westlaw), but did
not offer ctiticism of the content or phrasing of the Learning Qutcome or Criteria.




The Committee considered these and other comments and, after discussion, agreed to
change the word “fundamental” in Criterion 2 to “appropriate.” The Committee felt this
change also referenced commenters’ concerns about the diversity of research methods
available to students.

Accordingly, the Committee now offers this Revised Proposal for Iearning Qutconse 3:

Learning Qutcome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal research.
Lo demonstrate achievenent of this learning osteome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe the roles and differing characteristics of sources of law,
including the weight of authority.

Criterion 2: Create and implement a logical research plan that employs the appropriate tools
of legal research.

Criterion 3: Use proper citation when required.

Learning OQutcome 4

Committee’s Initial Proposal:

Learning Qutcome 4: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in written and oral

communicatio.
To denronstrate achievement of this learning onlconse, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Communicate effectively by employing predictive, persuasive, and operational
writing techniques.

Criterion 2: Engage in effective and professional oral communication, including the delivery
of an oral argument.

Summary of Comments Received and Comprittee Response:

First, commentators were concerned with the terms “predictive” and “operational” in
Criterion 1 and remarked they did not know what these terms meant in this context.
Second, a few commentators remarked that the specific reference to delivery of an oral
argument in Criterion 2 places undue emphasis on litigation skills rather than other forms of
oral communication.

The Committee considered these and other comments and, after discussion, made the
decision to leave both ctiterion unchanged. The term “predictive” in this context is intended
to convey an objective analysis of a legal issue that might be prepared to advise a client in
contrast to a persuasive document submitted to a court. These “predictive” memorandum or
client letters are common fare for practicing attorneys and the first-year Legal Practice
curriculum contains coursework that meets this criterion. Similarly, “operational” writing
refers to contracts, wills, and similat transactional writing that is also regulatly employed by




practicing attorneys and mumerous courses satisfy Criterion 1. This criteria, although not
relevant to every course, demonstrates compliance with mandatory ABA Standard 302.

Leatrning Qutcome 5

Compmrittee’s Initial Proposal

Learning Outcome 5: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of propert
professional and ethical responsibilities.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning onteomre, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe the applicable laws governing lawyers’ professionalism and
ethical responsibilities.

Criterion 2: Apply knowledge of ptofessional ethics to the resolution of an identified
dilemma.

Criterion 3: Apply knowledge of professional ethics in the context of oral and written
advocacy.

Criterion 4: Demonstrate professionalism through conduct consistent with the legal
profession’s values and standards.

Summary of Comments Recesved and Commrittee Response:

First, commentators suggested that “propet” be deleted from Learning Outcome 5 as it is
redundant when applied to “professional and ethical responsibilities.” Second, with regard to
Criterion 1, a commentator noted that standards of professionalism and ethical conduct are
not “laws.” Third, several commentators noted that Criterion 2 should refer to plural
“dilemmas” rather than the singular “an identified dilemma.” Finally, some commentators
felt that Criterion 3 was duplicative of Criterion 2.

The Committee agrees with the wording sugpestion discussed in the first three issues noted
above. Accordingly, the word “proper” was deleted from Learning Outcome 5, the term
“laws” was replaced by “rules and standards™ in Critetion 1, and Criterion 2 was changed to
“identified dilemmas.” However, the Committee felt that Criterion 3 was not duplicative of
Criterion 2 as they are measured in different ways.

Accordingly, the Commitiee now offers thir Revised Proposal for Iearning Qutcope 5:

Learning Outcome 5: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of professional and
ethical responsibilities.

To demonstrate achicverent of this learning onteome, gradnates will:

Criterion 1: Identify and describe the applicable tules and standards governing lawyers’
professionalism and ethical responsibilities.

Criterion 2: Apply knowledge of professional ethics to the resolution of identified dilemmas.
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Criterion 3: Apply knowledge of professional ethics in the context of oral and written

advocacy.

Criterion 4: Demonstrate professionalism through conduct consistent with the legal
profession’s values and standatds.

Learning Outcome 6

Compittee’s Initial Proposal

Learning Outcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills needed for competent
and ethical participation as a member of the legal profession.

To demonstrate achievernent of this learning ontcome, graduates will:

Critetion 1: Participate in extracurricular and leadership opportunities to increase knowledge,
improve skills, and reinforce Tech Law’s values.

Criterion 2: Collaborate with others in one or more law school settings, such as class, student
organizations, or public service activities.

Criterion 3: Maintain civility in all aspects of law school engagement, showing awareness of
rule-of-law values in a culturally diverse society.

Criterton 4: Exhibit a commitment to pro bono and public services activities.

Surmmary of Comments Reveived and Commrittee Response:

In regard to the Learning Outcome itself, the main concern from commenters was that the
outcome is vague. This outcome, however, tracks the language from ABA Standard 302(d)
and thus the Committee chose not to change the language.

Criterion 1: The survey responses pointed to two main concerns. First, some commenters
raised the question, “What are Tech Law’s values?” Second, some commentets expressed a
concern that this could lead to mandatory volunteering or that some law students may not
have the time to patticipate in extracutricular and leadetrship opportunities. The Committee
agrees that “Tech Law’s values” should be deleted because they are not atticulated elsewhere
and therefore the criterion includes a reference to an unknown. In addition, the Committee
re-worded the criterion to focus more on an end result rather than on mere participation.

Citterion 2: The commenters” primary concetn relates to the petceived mandatory natute of
this criterion, e.g., “seems akin to forcing people to socialize” and “should be highly
encouraged, but not mandatory.” The Committee felt that the ability to effectively
collaborate with others is a skill that is necessary in the practice of law. Furthermore, this
criterion is not intended to make any activity a required activity. The Committee did,
howevet, re-word the criterion to make it moze focused on the skill rather than the types of
places a student may demonstrate the skill.
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Criterion 3: Some commenters struggled with the inclusion of the term “rule-of-law,” while
others thought the entire second half of the sentence (i.e., showing awareness of rule-of-law
values in a culturally diverse society) should be deleted. The Committee agrees that the
phrase “showing awareness of rule-of-law values” may be confusing and thus deleted the
phrase. The Committee also deleted the phrase “in all aspect of law school engagement” and
added the term “respect” to the criterion.

Criterion 4: The main concern expressed by commenters was that students should not be
mandated to participate in public service or pro bono activities. In addition, one commenter
thinks that the ctiterion should be re-written to express efforts toward doing “meaningful
pro bono work.” Some commenters wete likely not aware that in 2015 the faculty passed a
graduation requirement for students to engage in a minimutn of thirty hours of public
service or pro bono service. Moreover, the Committee believes that pro bono work and
other public service activities are inherently meaningful.

Accordingly, the Compiittee now offers this Revised Proposal for I earning Outeone 6:

Learning Qutcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills needed for competent
and ethical participation as a member of the legal profession.

To demonstrate achievemsent of this learuing outeome, graduates will:

Criterion 1: Demonstrate leadership skills in a vatiety of settings.

Criterion 2: Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively with othets.
Criterion 3: Maintain civility and tespect for cultural diversity.

Criterion 4: Exhibit a commitment to pro bono and public setvices activites.

SUMMARY OF SURVEY QUESTION NO. 64

Number 64 in the survey served as a “catch all” and asked respondets to briefly explain any
knowledge, professional skills, or values not covered in the survey that they think should be included
in the law school’s Student Learning Outcomes and telated critetia. Comments to Number 64
covered a wide variety of topics, from suggesting incorporation of something about the new civility
oath in Texas to including an outcome that addresses knowledge and skills unrelated to the actual
practice of law (because some attorneys never engage in the actual practice of law). Several
commenters also mentioned that the SL.Os and related critetia do not touch on specific trial
advocacy skills and that the SL.Os should focus more on the practical aspects of the legal profession,
e.g., oral advocacy, client counseling, etc.

Based on these comments, the Committee did not draft any additional SL.Os ot ctiteria. The
Committee thinks the SLOs and related criteria are worded in a way that other skills and knowledge,
e.g., tria] advocacy and client counseling, can be included when assessing students. Fot example,
Learning Outcome 4, Criterion 4 states that students will “[e]ngage in effective and professional oral
commmunication, including the delivery of an oral argument.” This criterion may encompass a broad
variety of oral communication, including trial advocacy skills and client counseling. As a result, the
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current draft of the SLLOS and related criterion should meet the ABA standards and stll provide
flexibility when assessing law students’ learning.
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SOURCE

WESTLAW NEXT
Research Basics:
10-minute exercises

LEXIS LEARN
MODULES (interactive
video training on how to
research)

Introduction to online

“Search”

Modules 1, 2, and 3

tesearch/Secondary “Productivity T'ools” and
Soutces “Law Student Secrets to
Westlaw”
Common Law “Topics & ey Numbers Module 5
(Reporters/Digests) on Westlaw”
Statutes “Locating Statutes,” Module 4
“Understanding
Statutes,” and “Statutes —
Related Sources.”
Regulations “Locating Regulations,” Modules 8 and 9
“Understanding
Regulations,” and
“Regulations — Related
Sources.”
Citators “Keycite” Modules 6 and 7

Ctiterion #2: Create and implement a logical research plan that employs the appropriate tools
of legal tesearch. '

Reseatch Exercises (“Research Paths”) /Fall Semester: Each Research Exercise is worth 10% of
the overall grade for the semester, meaning that a total of 30% of their grade is attributable to their
research competency. Each research exercise focuses on particular sources and takes the student
through an entire path or process that will eventually result students collecting all necessary legal
research in ordet to write their Open Memo assignment (a 10-page legal memotandum that caps the
fall semester). Each exercise requires that students utilize books in the library as well as various
research platforms, including online legal research resources that are free or subsctiption-based such
as Lexis-Nexis and Westlaw. The following is a brief summary of what each Research Exercise
covered. Students are typically given 1-2 weeks to complete the assignment. Exercises and answer
keys are attached. Citations are also ultimately graded for correctness in the Open Memo, Trial Brief
and Appellate Brief on a scale of 20 (1-10 points for Citation Placement and 1-10 points for Citation
Precision).

e Research Path #1: Secondary Sources

e Research Path #2: Free Research resources for U.S. Supreme Court cases, Digests, Case
Repotters, and Case Law Citators

e Rescarch Path #3: Statutes, Legislative History, Regulations and Rules
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ASSESSMENT:
Self-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3

Texas Tech Law has student learning outcomes that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values we
hope our graduates will possess upon graduation. This year we are assessing the learning your studencs
achieved by #be end of their 11. year on the three aspects of legal rescarch mentioned below.

Submit this information and supporting documentation
to Wendy-Adele Humphrey by June 30, 2017.

Faculty Member: __ DeLeith Duke Gossett

Legal Practice I (5306-031, 5306-032), Legal Practice II (5307-031, 5307-032) __

Course:

Academic Year/Semester: Fall 2016, Spting 2017

Total Number of Students in the Course: Fall 2016 — 40 (5306-031 - 21 students, 5306-032 — 19
students); Spring 2017 — 37 (5307-031 - 19 students, 5307-032 — 18 students)

For the SLO #3 criteria listed below, please indicate the number of students in your course who fell
into each broad category. And as part of the ABA phase-in process, keep in mind you are assessing
their competency level at this particular point in time (i.e., have they reached the competency level you
expect for law students who have completed their 11 year?).

Learning Outcome 3: To demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demonsirate achievenrent of this learning ontome, students will

Criteria Approaching Competent {for a student
Competency completing the 11. year)

Criterion #1: Identify and describe the
roles and differing characteristics of 4 33
sources of law, including the weight of
authority.

Ctiterion #2: Create and implement a
logical research plan that employs the 4 33
approptiate tools of legal research.




Criterion #3: Use proper citation when 10 27
required.

Below please list the specific methods of assessment you used to assess your students’ learning. For
each ctitetion, please attach a copy of any relevant documents, e.g., copies of quizzes, research
exercises, rubrics, etc., and label accordingly so reviewers can determine what you used to gage
competency. For example, if only a few questions on a quiz assess Critetion #3, please mark them to
indicate they are related only to Criterion #3.

For some assesstnent methods, it may be more beneficial to include a short narrative to explain how
you assessed your students’ learning. For example, you may include a short narrative to address the
use of Interactive Citation Exercises to assess Critetion #3. You do not need to attach the exercises.
The same holds true fot other online research tools on Westlaw Next and LexisNexis.

Critesion #1

We begin with non-graded, in-class exercises to reinforce ideas presented by lecture. Many of
these I do not collect, but allow the students to self-check their answers and adjust
accotrdingly. I have not attached these exercises, but can upon request.

Graded Reseatch Exercises build upon the concepts taught and demonstrated in class.
Specifically, Reseatch Exercises One, Two, and Three all test the student’s ability to
distinguish between secondaty soutces and primary authority, theit weight of authority, and
the proper use of each.

I also grade their written assignments for the proper use of authorities (primaty over
petsuasive and ptimary over secondary) in their Discussion or Argument sections. I have
attached the rubrics for their major writing assignments (Closed Memo, Open Memo, Ttial
Brief, and Appellate Brief) that test the student’s use of proper authority for each assignment.

Criterion #2

We begin with non-graded, in-class exercises to reinforce ideas presented by lecture. Many of
these I do not collect, but allow the students to self-check their answers and adjust
accordingly. I have not attached these exercises, but can upon request.

Graded Research Exercises build upon the concepts taught and demonstrated in class.
Specifically, Research Exercise Three tests the student’s ability to develop a research plan to




evaluate an issue facing a particular client that is the subject of their Open Memo assignment
(the material is provided for them in the Closed Memo).

Also, although not specifically tested as a separate category, the Open Memo Discussion
section and the Trial Brief and Appellate Brief Argument sections assume that the students
followed a logical research plan to acquire the apptoptiate authorities. I have attached the
rubrics for those writing assignments (Open Memo, Trial Brief, and Appellate Brief) that
assumes the students have followed a logical reseatch plan to find the proper authorities for
each assignment,

Criterion #3

We begin with non-graded, in-class exercises and games (such as Who Wants to Cite Like a
Millionaire) to reinforce ideas presented by lecture. Many of these I do not collect, but allow
the students to self-check their answers and adjust accordingly. I have not attached these
exercises and games, but can upon request.

I also encoutage the use of materials outside of class, such as the Interactive Citation
Workbook (ICW) computer exercises that test Bluebook citation, as well as materials on
commercial vendors such as Westlaw and LexisNexis. I do not take grades on any of these
assignments.

Research Exetcise Three tests some Bluebook citation. Also, each major writing assignment
is also graded for citation ability, and the rubrics showing that separate category are attached.




ASSESSMENT:
Self-Repotting of Student Learning Outcome #3

Texas Tech Law has student learning outcomes that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values we
hope our graduates will possess upon graduation. This year we atc assessing the learning your students
achieved by the end of their 11 year on the three aspects of legal research mentioned below.

Submit this information and supporting documentation
to Wendy-Adele Humphtey by June 30, 2017,

Faculty Member: ___Sherylynn Kime-Goodwin

Course: Legal Practice

Academic Year/Semester: 2016-2017

Total Number of Students in the Course: 21

For the SLO #3 criteria listed below, please indicate the numbet of students in your course who fell
into each broad category. And as patt of the ABA phase-in ptocess, keep in mind you are assessing
their competency level at this patticular point in time (i.c., have they reached the competency level you
expect for a law students who have completed their 1L yeat).

Learning Outcome 3: To demonstrate competent skills in legal research,

To demonstrate achievement of this learning onteome, students will:

Criteria Approaching Competent (for a student
Competency completing the 1L year)

Criterion #1: Identify and describe the
roles and differing characteristics of

sources of law, including the weight of
authority. 21

Criterion #2: Create and implement a
logical tescarch plan that employs the 3 18
approptiate tools of legal research.




Criterion #3: Use proper citation when
required.

Below please list the specific methods of assessment you used to assess your students’ learning, For
each criterion, please attach a copy of any relevant documents, e.g., copies of quizzes, tescarch
exercises, rubtics, etc., and label accotdingly so teviewers can detesmine what you used to gage
competency. For example, if only a few questions on a quiz assess Criterion #3, please mark them to
indicate they are related only to Critetion #3,

For some assessment methods, it may be more beneficial to include a short nartative to explain how
you assessed your students’ learning. Fot example, you may include a short narrative to addtess the
use of Interactive Citation Exercises to assess Ctiterion #3. You do not need to attach the exercises.
‘The same holds true fot other online research tools on Westlaw Next and LexisNexis.

Criterion #1

Students are assessed on how they identify and describe different sources of law
including weight of authority through pop quizzes that are administered
throughout the fall semester. Further assessment is administered through the
use of in-class exercises and research assignments and as a portion of the
students’ writing assignments for the Fall and Spring Semesters. (See Attached
Quizzes, Assignments and Rubrics).

Criterion #2

Students are assessed on how to create and implement logical research plans
through Research Path Exercises that are completed during the fall semester. in
the spring semester, students begin the semester by completing a pass/fail
research assignment that requires them to describe the research plan that they
used for the assignment. The students recelve detailed feedback for this
assignment that they in turn use to complete a writing assignment. Other writing
assignments additionally take into account the students’ ability to create and
implement a research plan based on their choice and use of authorities within the
writing assignment. (See Attached Assignments and Rubrics).

Criterion #3

Students complete online ICW Exercises associated with the /nteractive Cltation
Workbook for The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation by Tracy McGaugh
Norton. Additionally, a portion of the students’ written assignments includes the
assessment on their ability to use proper Bluebook citation. (See Attached
Grading Rubrics).




ASSESSMENT:
Self-Reporting of Student Learning Qutcome #3

Texas Tech Law has student learning outcomes that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values we
hope our graduates will possess upon graduation. This yeat we are assessing the learning your students
achieved by the end of their 11 year on the three aspects of legal research mentioned below.

Submit this information and supporting documentation
to Wendy-Adele Humphrey by June 30, 2017,

Faculty Member: T, Dale Jones

Coutse: Legal Practice T and 1T

Academic Year/Semester: Fall 2016 — Spring 2017

Total Numbet of Students in the Course: 35

For the SLO #3 criteria listed below, please indicate the number of students in your course who fell
into each broad category, And as patt of the ABA phase-in process, keep in mind you are assessing
their competency level at this patticular point in time (Le., have they reached the competency level you
expect for a law students who have completed their 1L year?).

Learning Outcome 3: To demonstrate competent skills in legal research,

To demmonstrate achicvement of this learning onteome, students will: :

Criteria Approaching Competent (fot a student
Competency completing the 1L year)

Criterion ##1: Identify and describe the
roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of 2 33
authority.

Criterion #2: Create and implement a
logical reseatch plan that employs the
appropriate tools of legal research. 3 32

Criterion #£3: Use propet citation when
required. 15 20




Below please list the specific methods of assessment you used to assess your students’ learning. For
each critetion, please attach a copy of any relevant documents, e.g., copies of quizzes, research
exercises, rubrics, etc., and label accordingly so reviewers can determine what you used to gauge
competency. For example, if only a few questions on a quiz assess Criterion #3, please mark them to
indicate they are related only to Criterion #3.

For some assessment methods, it may be more beneficial to include a shott nartative to explain how
you assessed your students’ learning. For example, you may include a short natrative to address the
use of Interactive Citation Fxercises to assess Criterion #3. You do not need to attach the exercises.
"The same holds ttue for other online research tools on Westlaw Next and LexisNexis.

Criterion #1 I use three Research Paths which require the students to go to the library and answer
a variety of questions eventually involving all of the major categories of law sources.
These Research Paths are graded by my Teaching Fellows using an Answer Key I
prepare. As a part of their research, the students find cases and statutes relevant to
their open memo assignment which will be assigned about the time they finish their
second research path. When the students write their memos, I evaluate the quality of
their research and theit knowledge of the sources based in part on how well theit
material accomplishes the purposes of the memo and develops the arguments.

In addition to learning the lLibrary and research in books, I also require all of my
students to go to the research training taught by the law librarians. T tell the librarians
what I am working on and what I want my students to learn about computer reseatch,
and they report back to me on the students’ learning on the various online platforms.

Criterion #2  For the Open Memo, the Trial Brief, and the Appellate Brief, the students are to
prepare a research plan which incorporates all of the relevant soutces before they do
the research for the authority to be used in the written document. As a patt of each
Research Path, the students answet a final question which explains to me how the
research differed from their graduate or undergraduate research (if they did any) and
what they have learned about the importance of developing reseatch plans before
starting their research. When the students do their research for each of the writing
assignments, they are expected to utilize any or all of the available resoutces. Most will
use electronic media exclusively, but even if they never use books again, they say that
learning about the books helped them understand how the sources fit togethet and the
relationships that they do not understand simply by what they see on the computer
screen.




Criterion #3

I utilize the ICW exercises throughout both semesters to help teach proper Bluebook
and Greenbook citation format. The students are assigned about onc exercise pet week
and submit a copy of their completed exercise to my Teaching Fellows by the deadline
set out in the syllabus. T hey are required to answer all of the questions/exercises in
each assignment and with at least a 70% accuracy, or they must do the exercise again,
The Teaching Fellows chart the assignments for the students and send me a report at
the end of the semester or soonet if someone is not doing the exercises ot is not timely
with submissions.

My grading rubrics for each of the written assignments has a sepatate category for
citation format and use where [ grade the citations specifically.




ASSESSMENT:
Self-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3

Texas Tech Taw has student learning outcomes that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values we
hope our graduates will possess upon graduation. This year we are assessing the learning your students
achieved by the end of their 11, year on the three aspects of legal research mentioned below.

Submit this information and supporting documentation
to Wendy-Adele Humphtey by June 30, 2017.

Faculty Member: Nancy

Soonpaa

Course: Legal Practice I and 11

Academic Yeat/Semester;  Fall 2016 and Spring
2017

Total Number of Students in the Course: 21 fall, 18
Spring

For the SLO #3 criteria fisted below, please indicate the number of students in your course who fell
into cach broad category. And as patt of the ABA phase-in process, keep in mind you are assessing
their competency level at this particular point in time (i.c., have they reached the competency level you
expect fot a law students who have completed their 11 year?).

Learning Outcome 3: T'o demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demonstrate achicvement of this learning ontcome, students will:

Critetia Approaching Competent {for a student
Competency completing the 1L year)
0 18

Criterion #1: Identify and describe the
roles and differing characteristics of
soutces of law, including the weight of
authority.




Criterion #3  1CW exercises; citations in text (trial brief and appellate brief); in-class quiz on citation;

in-class exercise on citation

























ASSESSMENT:

Self-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3 (Research)

Texas Tech Law has student learning outcomes (SLOs) that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values
we hope you will possess upon graduation. We have been assessing the three aspects of legal research
mentioned below, and now we would like your opinion about your learning.

For the SLO #3 critetia listed below, please indicate your opinion about your learning. Please note:
you are assessing your petrceived competency level at this particular point in time (i.e., have you teached

the competency you would expect to have as a starting 21.7).

Legal Practice Professor: o N

Learning Outcome 3: To demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demonstrate achievenent of this learning outcome, students will:

Critetia

Approaching
Competency

Competent (for a student
starting the 2L yeat)

Criterion #1: Identify and describe the
roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of
authority.

Critetion #2: Create and implement a
logical research plan that employs the
appropriate tools of legal research.

Criterion #3: Use propet citation when
required.

Any comments about your learning in these three legal research areas?
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ASSESSMEN'":

Sclf-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3 (Research)

Texas Tech Law has student leatning outcomes (SLOs) that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values
we hope you will possess upon graduation. We have been assessing the three aspects of legal research
mentioned below, and now we would like yout opinion about your learning,

For the SLO #3 criteria listed below, please indicate your opinion about your learning. Please note:
you ate assessing your perceived competency level at this particular point in time (i.¢., have you teached
the competency you would expect to have as a starting 21.7).

Legal Practice Professor: Q\ 0SS et

Learning Outcome 3: T'o demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demmonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, students will:

Criteria

Approaching
Competency

Competent (for a student
starting the 2L, year) '

Criterion #1: Identify and desctibe the
roles and diffeting charactetistics of
sources of law, including the weight of
authority.

Critetion #2: Create and implement a
logical tesearch plan that employs the
apptopriate tools of legal research.

Critetion #3: Use proper citation when
required.

Any comments about your learning in these three legal research ateas?
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ASSESSMENT:

Self-Reporting of Student Learning Outcome #3 ( Researcm

Texas Tech Law has student learning outcomes (SLOs) that set forth the skills, knowledge, and values
we hope you will possess upon graduation. We have been assessing the thtee aspects of legal research
mentioned below, and now we would like yout opinion about your learning.

Fot the SLO #3 criteria listed below, please indicate your opinion about your learning. Please note:
you are assessing your petceived competency level at this particular point in time (i.e., have you reached

the competency you would expect to have as a starting 21.7).

Legal Practice Professor: H (Ir\/\f’ = (D ood Wi v

Learning Outcome 3: To demonstrate competent skills in legal research.

To demonstrate achievement of this learning outcome, students will:

Criteria

Approaching

Competency

Competent (for a student
starting the 21, yeat)

Criterion #1: Identify and desctibe the
roles and differing characteristics of
sources of law, including the weight of
authority.

Criterion #2: Create and implement a
logical research plan that employs the
apptoptiate tools of legal research.

Critetion #3: Use proper citation when
required.

Any comments about yout learning in these three legal research areas?
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Curriculum Mapping Survey

Thank you for providing information for the law school curriculum mapping process! The information
you provide will help us evaluate our curriculum in relation to our law school Student Learning
Outcomes,

Please complete this survey for each required course that you teach, and return it to Wendy Adele
Humphrey by Wednesday, April 27th.

Please note that we do not expect that all or even most student learning outcomes will be addressed in
every course. It may be that certain student learning outcomes are addressed in only one or two
courses. This survey is being circulated to assess our overall program of legal education on an
institutional level.

NAME:

Required Course: Please check one (fill out one survey per required course, i.e., if you teach two
or more required courses, you will need to fill out separate surveys).

11. Required Courses (Fall) Advanced Required Courses
Civil Procedure Business Entities
Contracts Criminal Procedure
Legal Practice 1 Commercial Law
Torts Evidence
11. Required Courses (Spring) Income Tax
Criminal Law Professional Responsibility
Constitutional Law Wills and Trusts
Legal Practice 1T
Property

Assessment Methods: There are many ways to assess student learning. Some common examples that
you may employ include the following: final exam, mid-term exam, quiz, writing assignment, seminar
papet, in-class simulation, presentation, class participation, or any other method you use to determine
whether students are learning what you are teaching, (Please remember that for assessment data to be
gathered and analyzed, some assessment methods that you use should be documented so there will be
evidence of your assessment, ¢.g., a grading rubric for an exam, writing assignment, or presentation.)




Learning Outcome 1: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge and understanding of
substantive and procedural Law.

In your course: YorN How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion 1: Do students identify
or describe key legal concepts or
rules in the required curriculum?

Criterion 2: Do students identify
or describe key legal concepts or
rules in the elective curriculum?

Criterion 3: Do students identify
or describe the structure of the
U.S. or Texas legal systems?

Learning Qutcome 2: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in legal analysis, reasoning, and
problem-solving.

In your course: How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion 1: Do students identify
the material facts, procedural
history, issues on appeal, rules of
law, reasoning, holding, or policy
in appellate court opinions?

Criterion 2: Do students identify
or describe legal issues implicated
by a factual scenario?

Criterion 3: Do students identify
or describe legal authority
applicable to identified legal
issues?

Criterion 4: Do students identify
or describe key rules and
reasoning contained within
applicable authority?

Criterion 5: Do students
synthesize or reconcile multiple
legal authorities when applicable?

Criterion 6: Do students analogize
and distinguish precedent?

Criterion 7: Do students propose
reasonable resolutions to legal
problems?




Learning Qutcome 3: Graduates will demonsirate competent skills in legal research.

In your course: YorN How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion 1: Do students identify
or describe the roles and differing
characteristics of sources of law,
including the weight of authority?

Criterion 2: Do students create or
implement a logical research plan
that employs the tools of legal
research?

Criterion 3: Do students have the
opportunity to demonstrate the of
proper citation?

Learning Outcome 4: Graduates will demonstrate competent skills in written and oral communication.

In your course: YorN How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion 1: Do students
communicate by employing
predictive, persuasive, and
operational writing techniques?

Criterion 2: Do students engage in
professional oral communication,
which may include the delivery of
an oral argument?

Learning Ouicome 3: Graduates will demonstrate competent knowledge of professional and ethical
responsibilities.

In your course: YorN How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion_1: Do students identify
or describe the applicable rules or
standards governing lawyers’
professionalism and ethical
responsibilities?

Criterion 2: Do students apply
knowledge of professional ethics
to the resolution of identified
dilemmas?

Criterion 3: Do students apply
knowledge of professional ethics
in the context of oral or written
advacacy?




Learning OQutcome 6: Graduates will develop other professional skills needed for competent and ethical
participation as a member of the legal profession,

In your course: YorN How do you assess this criterion?

Criterion 1: Do students have the
opportunity to demonstrate
leadership skills?

Criterion 2: Do students
demonstrate the ability to work
cooperatively with others?

Criterion 3: Do students develop
civility and respect for cultural
diversity?

Criterion 4: Do students have an
opportunity to exhibit a
commitment to pro bono and
public services activities?
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Texas Tech University School of Law

Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, 1s sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

Y \”J L pd s et 2
1. Course name: [i\m»f L e T e

2. Professor name: (Uil f/"’(}-ﬁx.,!a,_.(.

T

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.

1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? s D No

f 2
a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? &2 ( )

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? Yes
c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? Yes D No

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? D Yes D No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?




Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of

assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

T

1. Course name:

2. Professor name:

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.

1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? D No

a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated?

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? .’Yes

D No .

g 05
¢. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? D ! \0\9 ‘N\ , j

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? D Yes D No D“ ’ /\\\

s’ o

\ e V.._.»‘

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.
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3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus

evaluated for this review?

Vi




Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is suffictently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One; Course Information.

ARTEG Iy (f?
1. Course name: C/OH\\WW -

1 n b BN
2. Professor name: f}l/\f A ’\,\\

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? @ Yes D No

a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? __[&0\/ U\I"QU aﬂi’?C}\-'\Hm

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? /Y/es D No |

o

c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? D Yes /No

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? ’ﬁs D No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.
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3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Ifall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

1. Course name: ?}f‘\ Varata ANLAA (,:a,,l, [

2. Professor name: i
Section Two: Evaluation of SLO. Y,
¢
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? @/Yes D No

Z
a. If yes, hoSLO are articulated?

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? g;es

e
¢. If yes, do the SLOs use a vartety of action verbs? Yes D No

!
2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? @’és D No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

& pahcipor
CRVITNA R
1 b

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
‘Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those gyllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

1. Course name: _T; !:T»S
2. Professor name: Q_@},@}q

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.

1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? E Yes D No

a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? z

b. If yes, are the SLO presented 1n a stand-alone section? Qés D No
¢. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? Q/Yes D No

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? B’ﬂ}s D No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

(/\a,é._g JASKA@. QZOR{ ¢ £ Sa’_a/,g_xc:buvx

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whale, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO") in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

1. Course name: Disevwminadion in Empleyment
L] I

2. Professor name: Covrralez,

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? [Z] Yes D No

a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? S

. i
b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? [_] Yes No( easy o +x |

/ |
|

c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? Yes D No

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? [£] Yes No —ssntes—=

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative hssessment mentioned.

R AR I "= £ A e o T bid wal Aesinbed

P;V'ﬂl exam. Talwe + Py "“\1_“1"‘.3:\"[':’ v clay way veduaz L{YTJJ-_{? (p H\.]

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee

Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction, As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO”) in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review ig to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level,

Section One: Course Information.

1 W [
1. Course name: L LV [ f 1D (E<= T

2. Professor name: Briadu Cay t{j.f.-?

Seection Two: Evaluation of SLO.
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? @ﬁix’es D No
a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? —f"j
b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? @/{’as E] No

-
YOOy Fl [ &%

c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verba? ﬂ'es ﬁD No  &PPY '
e pricl

."'-’-r -
2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assesament to be used? m Yes D No For

a, If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned,

) U,v\.,o'}if”r-‘-ﬂ.'fg(’ i d Fesrvn 3) LOMpVERens on eXer el g

"ij WAL —C A

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Texas Tech University School of Law

Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO") in its syllabi.
Thus, the firat purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
deseribed. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level,

Section One: Course Information.

1. Course name: Wft f(tl-‘fh '{“f_ﬂf' Al et

2. Professor name:

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? B/Yc-s D No
a. lf yes, how may SLO are articulated? _LL
b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? D Yes @Nﬂ
¢. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? D Yes m No g‘ﬁ:’l'.’ --"}JC'S‘E«J"‘)
2. Does the syllabus deseribe the forms of assessment to be used? 'TEH D No

a, If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

A & e LW

Ldum kr‘.r.l (et 8-

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty memherfayllabus
evaluated for this review?

-Consider reaktees SLO 4 Hiew 0WA Sechan (ke roty
(A 2] ned W/ (VM du { h}_’.L,E )




Texas Tech University School ofLaw
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review {Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes ("SLO") in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to -evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Course Information.

1. Course name: . _Emerging Technology Law

2. Professor name; Victoria Sutton, MPA, PID, ID

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.

1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? 0 Yes D No

a. Ifyes, how may SLO are articulated? 4

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? x Yes

c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? x Yes o No

2, Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? X Yes o No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.
Formative-class and group exercises, e-journal, video
project, “reflective assessment at the end of each segment”
Summative assessment- Midterm and Final Exam.

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syilabus
evaluated for this review?




Texas Tech University School of Law
Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes ("SLO") in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course ievel. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to -evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course {evel.

Section One: Course Information.

1, Course name: Caprock Public Defender Office

2. Professor name: Patrick Metze

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.

1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? X Yes D No

a. Ifyes, how many SLO are articulated? Many

b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section?

c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? #& Yes

2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assessment to be used? X Yes 0 No

a. Ifyes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

Both formative and summative, research and writing, case
development, case presentation, case resolution,
professionalism.

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?




Texas Tech University School of Law
.Assessment Committee
Syllabus Review (Fall 2016 Syllabi)

Introduction. As part of its charge, the Assessment Committee is evaluating whether the
faculty, as a whole, is sufficiently including student learning outcomes (“SLO") in its syllabi.
Thus, the first purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate whether faculty members are
articulating SLO on the course level. The second purpose of this syllabus review is to
evaluate, for those syllabi that do articulate SLO, whether the SLO are sufficiently
described. The final purpose of this syllabus review is to evaluate the number and types of
assessments being conducted at the course level.

Section One: Coursge Information.

f ' .
1. Course name: T NEAN an w\['{‘-t v L

2. Professor name: A Yoo

Section Two: Evaluation of SLO.
1. Does the syllabus articulate specific SLO? m Yes D No
a. If yes, how may SLO are articulated? _/ \?:I' Y o F (e e b gnuinerated j
fald e llh"-‘i}"" Lt mTewieace ¥
b. If yes, are the SLO presented in a stand-alone section? O Yes No - easy
~ %
c. If yes, do the SLOs use a variety of action verbs? Yes D No
2. Does the syllabus describe the forms of assesament to be used? @ Yes D No

a. If yes, please list the types of formative and summative assessment mentioned.

".'t'.'-q.vx = l Y e A AT §i1den P ’v—- 5 ?\ “Letsls Lew v 5 i "ﬂl*‘"""-*-;?
ey
(\"-"l\\l { q.Tn ‘nr.-[\ of |L'“\¢1", "“ 'l'('L el

S UMW k€ k wv..| Exem {75 ,{\]

3. Do you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions for the faculty member/syllabus
evaluated for this review?
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Assessment Matters!

At the Texas Tech School of Law

|I APPENDIX
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PowerPoints presented to
the School of Law faculty
and students
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Faculty Retreat
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WILLIAM H. BOWEN SCHOOL OF LAW

7 ntitule for L
) Tt @ il Lerning

Institute for Law Teaching and Learning

Summer 2017 Conference

Teaching Cultural Competency and Other Professional Skills

Sugqested by ABA Standard 302
July 7-8, 2017

University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H, Bowen School of Law

Thursday, July 6, 2017
Welcome Reception: 5:00—=7:00 p.m.

Samantha’s Tap Room & Wood Grill, 322 Main Street, Little Rock, AR

72201

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CONFERENCE EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE
AT THE UA LITTLE ROCK WILLIAM H. BOWEN SCHOOL OF LAW

Friday, July 7, 2017

Sresion
B

Roam
305

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST: 8:00—8:30 a.m.
Student Lounge, Second Floor

OPENING AND WELCOME 8:30-9:00 a.m.

Room 305

Dean John M.A. DiPlppa, UA Little Rock Willlam H, Bowen School of Law
ILTL Co-Diractors Emily Grant, Sandra ‘Simpson, and Kelly Terry

WORKSHOP 1; 9:00—10:00 a.m.
Bringing Marginalized Populations into the Classroom
Catherine Wasson, Thomas Nable, and Patricia Perkins, Elon Unlversity School of

Law

Cultural awarensss and professionalism are best taught by putting students in the

hitp:Hualr.edufaw/ill-summer-2017-conlerance/lil-summar-201 7-confarance-schedula/
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role of lawyer. By “casting” members of marginalized poputations in first-year
writing assignments, the panelists ask students to confrant their own biases and
wrestle with the tensions between state autharity and individuat rights as they
represent a client, In this interactive session, panelists wil fiest describe
assignments that they designed not only ko teach skills and doctrine, but also to
raise issues of professionat identity and cultural awareness, They will then facilitate
a workshop during which attendees will develop ideas for their own in-class
simulations involving marginaiized populations.

BREAK: 10:00-10:30 a.m.
WORKSHOP 2: 10:30—11:30 a.m.

Session  Building Student Capacity for Seff-Evaluation

B Lauren Onkeles-Klein and Robert Dinerstein, American University, Washington
Room College of Law
305

While self-evaluation can strengthen and build cognitive skills, identifying how and
where to build opportunities for self-evaluation into a classroom dynamic is difficult.
This warkshop will focus on two questions - why develop student-centered self-
evaluation approaches and how to implement them. Legal professionals require an
internal compass on performance evaluation to determine when externat
expectations are insufficient, inaccurate, or, in extreme situations, unethical. In this
sesston, we will explore the theories behind self-evaluation, discuss how these
theories affect legal skill growth, and dissect the good, bad, and ugly of our own
experiences with student self-assessment,

LUNCH: 11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Student Lounge, Second Floar

WORKSHOP 3: 12:30—1:30 p.m.

Session  Using the Warkshap Format ko Introduce 1L Students to Professional Skifls and

A Values
Room Sandra Simpson, Gonzaga University Schoal of Law
307

The ABA has recognized that teaching professionalism and emotional intelligence in
law schools is an Important goal. The faculty, staff, alumni, and employers of
students at Gonzaga University School of faw recognized these types of skills are
essential to having a rewarding career in the law. To that end, the faculty and staff
built a committee that created a mandatory 1L professional-vaiues workshop series
which focused on helping students build a professional identity, The workshops
covered subjects such as implicit bias, time management, and getting and giving
feedback. At this Institute workshop participants will gain an understanding of how
to build a simitar program at their school, focusing on skitls such as recruiting
speakers using their alumni base, reading books to help them prepare ko run the
workshops, examining studies to familiarize themselves on the various subjects of
the workshops, and learning the details needed to put on a successful workshop
series at their home institution, From subjects of the workshops to the type of food
to serve, participants will experience a hands-on planning workshop designed to
help them create their own program.

Session  How to Grow Future Lawyers in the Image of ABA Standard 302: Plant Seeds of

B Strong Learning Outcomes in a Collaborative Cross-Curriculum Garden, and Sprinkle
Raom with a Healthy Dose of Ethics, Skills, Cultural Competency, Collaborative Exercises,
321 and Self-Evatuative Techniques

Tracey Brame, Tonya Krause-Phelan, and Victoria Vuletich, Western Michigan
University—Thomas M, Cooley Law School

The presenters teach various criminal, evidence, professional responsibility, race and
cultural competency-hased classes, and a public defenders clinic. By coilaborating,
co-teaching, and overlapping instructional tools, these professars are creating an
innovative approach to learning outcomes and performance indicators that targets
substantive legal knowledge; research and writing; critical thinking; professional
judgment, values, and duties; resolving professional dilemmas; and legal advocacy

- skills, During this session, the presenters will demonstrate how collaborative,
cumulative exercises and themes can be created by tweaking and building upon
existing curriculum maps, fearning objectives, and performance indicators.
Attendees will participate in one of the presenters’ cumulative exercises.
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Session
A

Room
307

Session
B

Room
321

Session
A

Room
307

Session
B

Room
321

Trolley
Service

BREAK: 1:30—2:00 p.m.
WORKSHOP 4: 2:00—3:00 p.m.

Transaction Planning—Creating a Roadmap for Transactional Clinics
Joseph Fileri, Georgetown University Law Center, and Lauren Rogat, Vanderbilt
University Law Schoaol

This workshop will introduce a method of teaching cuitural competence in
transactionat lawyering, particularly the challenging process of creating a
transaction plan. In creating a transaction plan, students utilize cross-cultural
lawyering skils to identify client goafs and priorities, develop legal strategles,
sequence events and deliverables, set internal and external deadlines, and engage
In an iterative process of evaluating project progress and seeking client input. The
warkshop will include (a) a description of our teaching method; {B) a simulation of
the in-class exercise; and (c) a discussion about how to troubleshoot classroom
challenges,

Establishing Learning Qutcomes, Cultural Competency, and the Underprepared Law
Student as “Other” )
Deborah Zalesne and David Nadvarney, CUNY School of Law

We believe a student’s academic intelligence is about more than simply cognitive
skills; it’s akin to culture, including not onlfy cognitive, but also affective and social
skills, all of which contribute to a student’s level of success. Our workshap posits
that for many faculty, seriously underprepared law students occupy a role as “other”
just as students from vastly different cultures do. The workshop will emphasize the
responsibility of the teacher to understand and bridge the gap that exists between
students’ level of preparation and the goals of the course. In doing so, we will
highlight the failure of traditional law school pedagogy to reach the underprepared
student, and suggest a framework and materials for teaching the cagnitive
component of academic intefligence.

BREAK: 3:00—3:30 p.m.
WORKSHOP 5: 3:30—4:30 p.m.

BUILDING ON BEST PRACTICES: A Resource and Advocacy Tool to Keep Our
Teaching, Our Law Schools, and Legat Education on the Right Track with Teaching
Professional Skills

Carolyn Wilkes Kaas, Quinnipiac University Schoot of Law, and Melanie DeRousse,
University of Kansas School of Law

BUILDING ON BEST PRACTICES: TRANSFORMING LEGAL EDUCATION IN A
CHANGING WORLD sought to define emerging excellence in legal education, not
focus on regulatory compliance, However, it now serves as a guide for law schools
seeking to meet Standard 302 “skills” requirements, In particular, Chapter 6,
"Teaching the Newly Essential Knowledge, Skills and Values in a Changing world,”
addresses many of the “0Other Professional Skills” identified in Standard 302. It
contains suggested learning outcomes and assessment methods, and other data
refated to the need for reform. How can this book be a resource for implementation
of Standard 302', whether for an individual course or the overall curriculum?

“It's Alt a Bit Hippy Isn't It?": The Importance of Teaching Self-Evaluation and
Reflection in Law Schoo}

Andrew Henderson, University of Canberra (Australia)

This workshop will model a seminar lesson plan and two activities for introducing

" law students to the fundamentals of self-evaluation through reflective thinking and

practice. Self-evaluation through reflection is a skill identified in both the ABA’s
Standard 302(d) and in Threshold Learning Outcomes (TLOs) 2 and 6 for faw
students in Australia. Commentary on the TLOs has emphasised the development of
self-evaluation and reflection as methods of addressing the disproportionately high
rates of substance abuse and depression among lawyers and law students, This

. workshop will put the importance of self-avaluation in the wider context of
" supporting students’ mental health and wellbeing.

The trotley will depart from the law school starting at 4:30 p.m., and will
run continuously untii 5:30 p.m.
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Saturday, July 8, 2017

Session
A

Room
307

Session
B

Room
321

Session
A

Room
307

Session
B

Raom
321

Session
A
Room

BREAKFAST: 8:30—9:00 a.m.
Student Lounge, Second Floor

WORKSHOP 6: 9:00—10:00 a.m,

Teaching Cultural Competence as a Reflective Instructor
Andrij Kowalsky, Wilfrid Laurier University

ABA Standard 302 (d) requires instructors to teach cultural competence.
Intercultural Teaching Competence (ITC) involves teaching to linguistically and
culturally pluralistic students. This workshop intends to raise awareness of diversity
by addressing ITC principles of: {1} developing an awareness of one’s own cultural
and disciplinary identities and positionality in the classroom; {2) modeiling and
encouraging perspective-taking in the classroom; and, {3) modelling and
encouraging non-judgmental approaches to exploring cultural, sociat or other
difference. After this session, participants should appreciate the refationship between
intercultural teaching competence in law and classroom practice.

Helping Millenials Develop Self-Reflection
Benjamin Madison, Regent University Schoot of Law

This presentation focuses on self-reflection as a professional skill. More specifically,
we will address the difficulty millennials face here. We will ask participants to
compare their own brief self-assessment with the typical results for miliennials.
Seeing the results, we can launch a highly interactive discussion on teaching
methods to help millennials appreciate that knowing one’s limitations is as important
as owning one’s strengths. We can also ask the audience to consider how reflection—
aver time—can lead to clarity of values, to ethical boundaries, and even to
recognition of areas in which one has a passion that her legat training can fulfifl.

BREAK: 10:00—10:30 a.m,
WORKSHOP 7: 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Students Learning Lawyering Skills; Immerse Them
Christine Church, Western Michigan University—Thomas M, Cooley Law School

Students learn cultural competency, conffict resolution, coltaboration, and self-
evaluation best when they apply these concepts in simulated client representation,
This workshop demonstrates a summer immetsion program that integrates
interviewing, counseling, negotiation, pretrial work and trial work in a Summer Skills
Academy. ID Program Outcomes for skills and ethics can be assessed In the skiils
academy. Participants will receive fact patterns, rubrics, and syllaki to develop your
own skiils academy, Administration loves this model -- students can work during the
week and get additional credits on weekends during the summer.

Teaching Students to Receive Feedback
Miranda Johnson, Loyola University Chicago School of Law

The ability of law students and attorneys to solicit and respond to feedback from
supervisors, colleagues and others can enhance the development of self-evaluation
skitls and other professional skills. This workshop will present a lesson plan used in a
practicum seminar that has the dual purpose of teaching students (i) how to receive
feedback better and (ii) how to improve their articutated learning goals. Participants
will then engage in an interactive exercise aimed at applying this concept to their
respective courses.

LUNCH: 11:30 a.m, —12:30 p.m,
WORKSHOP B: 12:30--1:30 p.m

The Role of Leadership in Law School Education (More Than Just an “Other” Skill}
Leah Witcher Jackson Teague, Baylor University School of Law

Since lawyers ptay critical leadershlip roles in both the public and private sector, law
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307

Session
B

Room
321

schools should be more intentionat in preparing students for these important roles.
This session begins with discussing why leadership development is important to the
development of students’ professional identity and their future leadership roles in
saciety. How leadership programming can heip meet Standard 302(d) also will be
discussed. Syllabi from jeadership deveiopment courses at two law schoois will be
shared and discussed, Participants will engage in an experiential {earning exercise to
demonstrate how leadership development programming can benefit law students,
faw schools and our broader communities.

Developing Critical Legal Reading and Analytical Skills Through the Use of Charts and
Diagrams
Constance Fain, Texas Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law

The primary emphasis of this workshop wilk be on the creation and use of charts ko
enable students to diagram cases and course topics for the purpose of enhancing
their critical reading and analytical skifls for success in law school. The workshop wiil
entail the use of an exercise involving a sample case to illustrate the development of
the preceding skilts, The session will be Interactive by engaging the audience in the
performance of the following tasks: small group collaboration and diagramming of a
case using the chart as a quide; discussion of the chart information; and an overalt
assessment of the exercise,

CLOSING: 1:30—2:00 p.m.
Room 305
ILTL Co-Directors Emily Grant, Sandra Simpsonh, and Kelly Terry
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