Remarks on Professsr Peirce’s Paper. 179 -

the phenomena,” that is a most important resalt, and one Wllj\ h Would
amply repay the time and p'uus bestowed on cnllnum‘r and examin-
ing the cases. - The prime reason why it scems a scientific duty to
collcct and examine such evidence is not to support a foregone
conclusion, not to prove this or that, but to see what is really
favolved in it; how far, when rationally eriticised, it reveals facts
which our previous knowle dge fails to explain,  No rational opinion
could be formed on the subject, no rational guess even could be haz-
arded, till 2 wide effort had been made, and a large boly of material -
got together and arranaed.  Mr. Peiree’s provisional conclusion is,
2 thorcfom, a quite suflicient justification for the hoole; for I do not
mmﬂmo that he would deny that, if this collection actually gocs
some distance towards dz.sp)ovzng telcpath), tetepathy is not very
likely to be proved. At the same time, his is not o conclusion which
I canyetend that I expect many to share who devote an equal
amount of study to the matter.. He regards me, no doubt, as an
advocate rather than a judge; and-he is so far justificd, i in that the
mistakes whiclh I bave made are ajl mistakes which tell in favor of
" my conclusion. Ile will ps#rdon me if I say that he is in the same
position ; he has made (T think) a latger number of mistakes in seven
pages than Iin as many hundreds ; and they all tell in favor®of Ais
conclusion. Thus the impartial reader- who m: 1y be led to the book
by this controversy will start fair; and that some may be so led isy I
~ trust, one probable and useful result of a controv ersy. which, I n‘mtﬂ’ )
fully acknowledge, has not been without other-uses <
Finally, let me urge on American readers that (rood as criticism is,
cases to criticise are even better, I have expressly stated in * Phan-
tasms of the Living,” that, though the book may rc.xsombly be
accepted as bup[)l)m" a proof of Telepathy, the proof'‘is not one
which all candid minds are lll\ely to accept.  More eases, and con-
temporary cases; are needed ; and for this we must largely depend on
the wide assistance of LdllC‘lth persons in many countries. We
trust that it is from the United States that the next considerable
bateh of evidence will come.
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