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" rhien “at loast, of the' Flfty fourth -Magsa--
" chusetts subscribed to an enlistment speci-

fically under the original statute of July
99,1861, which made no distinction of
color, though doubtless confemplating only

" whites. The statute of .July 17, 1862, au-
-thorizing the employment of ‘persons of

- African descent,” and fixing their pay at
$10, was ambiguously worded, and left
plenty of ground for hair- sphttmg as to

the nature of ‘*any military or naval ser-

vice for which they may be found compe- |

_ tent” in addition to ‘‘constructing en--
* trenchments, .~ .

. orany other labor.”
Senator Wilson said that ¢ some of the best
lawyers in the country. . . . think the
distinction in the act of 1862 applies to men

- working for the Government, not soldiers”;

~ but a good. lawyer and good Republican

like Senator, Fessenden thought otherwise,
and he could point to his ineffectual ef-
fort at-the time to put the colored soldiers

- on ‘a lovel with the white. W& were in

error in saymg that Secretary Stapton’s
authorization t6 Gov. Andrew preceded
the statute of 1862. ' It bore date, as Col.
Higginson points out above, January 26,
1868, and curiously testifies to the Gov-
ernment’s timidity with regard to colored

enlistments by being general in terms, and

only incidentally conceding that the volun-
teers in question *may include persons of
Africah ‘descent,. organized into separate
corpa ”—-ED NATION. ]

GEOM:ETRY NOT MATHEMATICS

’ 'ro THE vpn‘on ov THE NATION:

S1m: A dissatisfaction with the method in'
which geometry is at present taught finds tre-_

quent expression, & case in point being the ré-
view of Mr. Halsted’s translation of Loba-

: chovsky in the last number of the Natfon, and,
by a -coincidence, in the comimunica-:

tion . Stillé on.*¢ Scienoe in America,”

- i esa.me number. In the one casé"t'.he~
. afithor desires to have geometry, attacked by
- the beginner from the point of vidl of perspec-
" tive; in the other, criticism is not aimed at the'
.. elementary presentation of the subject, but a

spirit' of discontent is visible which expresses

" . Mtgelt in the demand tfiat more students should

8o beyond the dull elements and breathe the
* purer air ot the ** modern geometry" ot Jaoob

./ Bteiner. :

Does not ﬁhe difﬁculty 1ie deeper than is sug

. gestodbyoither of these two writers? There
' seemstobea fundamental misooneepﬁon of the
) nature of  geometry in the minds not merely ot
' the geneml "public, but also of almost: overy
teacherot ‘the- subject. u Mathematics is the'

by a description of the phenomena -or, better
still, by actual laboratory contact with thern.
Why. sheuld not the séme rule apply to geome-
try? - Even then logic need not be entirely dis-
carded, but let it assist the learner, not clog
his progress. It ismot a perfectly safe guide,
as history tells 1, even in the hands-of & mas-
ter, and the learner is almost as. safe in' ‘trust-
ing to his *‘ common sense’’ as to his own un~
aided deductions. S

The training of the logical faculty is, more-
over, of far less vital importance than the de-
. velopment of the mind which results from this
first real draught from the cup of science,
which strengthens a healthy imagination, and
should even yield an @sthetic énjoyment. If
e cotild lead the student first to see the truth
of & proposition, and then, perhaps much later,
to prove it, we might hope in time to‘have
mathematiciansin America. For everymathe-
mMMovery is madein this way, let the
mathematician conceal his’ footprints: as he
will; it must come as an intuition, and the
man to whom it has thus come is its discoverer,
even though he nerver succeed in finding a
proof.
. Of course “there will still remain {nnume-
rable points of detail to consider.: The wonder-
ful geometric developments of the last hundred
years should not be completely ignored; ** pro-
jective ”’ rather. than metrical properties  of
figures might be brought to the front; but this
will all ‘regulate itself when once it is really
understood that geometry is nat mathemqtlos,
but is a physica.l science. to w}nch ‘mathematics

. RIAN’S SLIPB.
To THE Eorron or THE N.vrxon.

‘8SIR: Loverp of chess Will be snrpﬂsfd

learn on page 485, vol. v., of Schouler’s
‘tory of the ‘United States of America under the.
Constitution ?_shat (1859) “Patfl Morphy, the |
English~ qhmplayer, was one of the. latest
foreign celebrities who cabered to our enber-
ta.inmenc woe -

that *“ one Bmey” (a
favorite way .with. Mr, Bchpuler of expressing |
.contempt), by whose hand Mr.-Monroe sent to

‘the French Convention a.n.Amerlca.n flag (vol.. 1

i., p. 819), -and *‘who, {n the name of’ the-
American people,’ tendared it Wwith some inflam-
matory remarks of bis own, ptompted by the.
recollection of & personal ouf e-had borne
from the British fleet off; the West, Yadies,’” was
the same individual as . Commodore’ Barney,

| our renowned privateer omoer n (vo. iv.y ..

Ca.pmin ‘Barney, styled by Monroe 4 aflyat
cer of disﬁnguish_ed morit, -jnho hgg;renda‘ ,

the procee(ﬁngs ot t

' Septemberzs 1704, tobe'f

to ¢ A'Biog. - phical; Memoir

dom which tho have 50 bmvely acquired and
so'wisely consolidated. .

Respectfully, - BASIL SOLLERS!

Blu.'n}mnn. February 8, 1802. P

t - / . .
- THE TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR IN
. ¢*CRANFORD.? : :
To THE EDITOR OF ATION:
. 8m: The note from ‘“ A, B. N."” on ** A Ty-
pographical Error in ¢ Cranford ’ *? is interest-
ing, and there is fortunately evidence to show
that his happy emendation is really a restorar - -
tion of the author’s text. ¢ Cranford® appeai- -
ed piecemeal in <Houseliold Words, and a.
reference’ to the number for May 7, 1838, will
show that it was not loin, but, as ** A, B. N.*’
poses, lion—the pudding originally ‘‘made
injmost wonderful representatiort of a lion cou-
cHant that ever was moulded,’’ and served up a
second day-‘‘a little of the cold lion sliced '

’

printer's error—turning lion into loin—has
run, I-do not know; but it is found in the only .
two at the moment accestible, recent ones pub- .
lished by Macmillans and Smith & Elder, re-
spectively.—Yours truly, .
- - WikLpau E, A, AXor.
" MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, January 27, 1802,

- THE WASHINGTON PEDIGREE.

To THR EpITOR OF THE NATION:

- Bm: I bave found a letter from George
‘Washington to a nephew, Col. William Au-
gustine Washington (a son of the General's
brother Augustine), dated Ootpber 8, 1798,

drawn Anextract is as foliows-

-sent me respecting the family of our ancestors,

yond a doubt, that ers who . -
ated to this country mtagyearlﬁﬂ dur- -
g the troubles of that da; at John W

2 gton, from whom we are &esoended, was. tho

o

1o:;lleve, verig eon'oct: but tho;dl;o:eendg ;
wrence, in a regular coursp, ve not been .
able to_trace. Aﬁlﬂa :
about Chotank are from the latter, John was.
the grandfather of my father, and -uncle and -
great- dfather -to : Wi [Warner] - and
| me,.- He left two sons,
former who was the. eldest, was the father. ot,
my. fatiler, Uncle and Aunt Willls.’ .
ward nfist have been a- daughter of the ﬁrxt
Lawrence, and theénce becomes the cousin of .
the secondLawmneeandJohn oo s

In the Nation of October 15, 1891, was prln
‘eda. letter from J ohnWashington (a sont of the
immigrant ‘and of : the :Chotank branch). in:

-|-which he mentions an Aunt Howard'who died

‘in. 1697 or 1698. Mr. Waters suggeated ‘that,

g thisanntwasMarthaWashingtnn & ‘sister- of-
N t.helmmlgran’m whohad’ﬁeennssistedb

.and fried,”? 'i‘hrough how many editions this .

from which one or two facts of interes maybo L
“¢Y thank you ‘for the old" docnmentn yon o '

but Tam p ossessedofogogrst;vhiﬁh rove be-
e two

The pedigree from him I have, and, o%

those of .our name inand- "

noea.ud John, the,..- -



