Dec. 30, 1897]

The Nation.

-

. 518

will address to me, M. le Recteur, as soor as
possible, your presentation lists.”

Champelllon- was ot tempted by this of_-
fer; and afterwards, in 1811, when he be-
came subject to the conscription, l}e found
himself éxempted from military service by
w special decree of the Emperor made in the

. infcrest of the Oriental languages.’

The letters given by M. de la Bridre intro-
duce to us the most minute detalls. of life in
a lyeée undér the First Empire. They show
us the most singular mixture of military and
rmonastic discipline; the scheol has corporals,
and all the Latin expresstons formerly used
in the establishments kept by -priests are
carefully preserved—'‘priemium doctrina; ac-
cessit,” ete, The old classic programmes
were maintained; Champollion idded to them
the study of Hebrew, of Arabic, of local and

* provinclal idioms. He astonished his masters
more than his comrades, and attracted the
attention evén of the Administration. The
Journal de Ilsérc writes as follows after a
visit from the Prefect to the Lyceum:

“Several puplls, in their hours of leisure,
have given themselves up to studies which
are no part of the teaching of the Lyceum.
It is thus that we have in a public examina-
tion young J. F. Champollfon, national pupll
(¢léve national), explaining part of a chapter
of Genesls.inh Hebrew text, after having
answered some questlons on the Oriental
languages in general. The Prefect, who
crowned the best pupils, expressed his great
satisfaction.”

. Champoliion was a devourer ot books; he
studied everything. .

“Send me the Gradus [the ‘Gradus ad

- Parnassum’ was still used a fow years ago,
before the fashion of writing Latin verses
had been abandoned], Livy,-Dioscorides. . . .
Send me Anacreon in the Languedoc idlom.
- .. I am reading Labarpe. . . . I send you
back Condillac. . . . If you can, send me
Duchoul ‘Sur la Religion des Romains.’ . . .
Send me, I bég you, the ‘Mythologie des Peu.
ples du Nord.’.. . . Send me the ‘Synonymes
francais.’ , . . I thank you for Mably; I have
read the ‘Entretiens de Phoclon.’ It seems to
me that what the Abbé Mably says in his pre.
face—thathehasextracted and translated this
work from a certaln Greek manuscript in the
libraryof the Convent of Mont-Cassin—ought
to be judged like his preface to the ‘Yoyage
d'Anténor en Gréce.,’ What do you think of
it? Do you believe that it is a real transla-
tion from the Greek, that it is really an-
tique, that 1t i{s a work of Phoclon's?
Plutarch does not speak of it in his life of
the great man. I have great doubts. . ..
Send me a book. I don’t know what to do
after 1 have performed ‘my Latin exercises
and studied Hebrew, Syriac, and Chaldean.”

It was evidently at the instigation ot his
elder brother that Champollign tried to make
himself a lingulst, and learned. the Oriental
languages; but what {s really astonishing is
that he learned them without a master. He
had a real passion for the East. ' “If I write
a Latin exerclse, it is only to avold the pe-
nalty; I have long lost .my taste for 1t. The
Oriental languages are my favorite passion
. . . Greek, Hebrew anad its dialects, Arabic—
these are what I burn to learn-well.” His
brother held out to him a hope of getting him
a place in the special school of the Orlental
languages in Paris. He gave him, at a dis-
lance, some elements of philology. The
Jansenists of Port-Royal made what they
called thes‘Garden of Greek Roots’ and the
‘Garden of Latin Roots.’ These books were
valuable;. they were written in verse, the
better to help young minds to enter into the
“analysis of languages. ‘Young Champollion

" very early took pleasure in this analysis.
He writes, for instance, to his brother:

“I, have read In the ‘Mécanisme des Lan:

'Arab city, and Dinas in Bas-Breton

.the Nite. * v

gues’ thé controversy of MM. Falconet and
Frenel on the signification of the word .
Dunum. The former maintatps that Dunum
signifies a high place, which eeems rather
sultable for Uzcllodunum, the present Cap-
denace, for you know that it is on a high hill.
M. Frenel says that it means an inhablted
place. To clear up the point, I have searched
among the Hebrew roots, and found that
Dome means city, Compare Medina, an
ans
city. In Greel, I find that Diné means a
hollow.” °

Tgypt early appealed to his l'mnglnntl n.

“I'wish to make a profound and contlnuous
study of this anclent nation. The enthusi-
agpm which the description of its enormous;
monunments hag excited in me, the admira--
tion which I have felt for its power and its
knowledge, will increase: wigh the new no-,
tion® I am going to acquire. Of all the peo-

"ples I prefer, I confess that none can balance

the Egyptians in my heart.”

He leatns everything that concerr'ls Egypt:
“I have no buttons for my pantaloogs. Send
nme ‘Ludolph! Ethiopica Grammatica.'” He
does not yet know the language of the Pha-
rdohs, and I8 only making approaches; he
feels fnetinetively that he has something to
Jearn from all the invaders of Egypt—from
the Greeks, the Arabs, the Hebrews, who
were at one tlme enemies, at another allfes.
He delights in the Bible in the original He-
brew, in the rudiments of Arabic, in the
Koran. His Hebrew Bible has been preserv-
cd; the volume is much worn, the, pages
covered with additions and corrections, with
manuscript notes.

The corresponidence of which T have given
a hriet account ends in 1807; in that year
young Champollion left Grenoble for FParls.
There he worked in the great public libra-
rles, pursuing hir philological studies, mix-
ing with the men who had accompanied
Napoleon to Egypt. The intercourse with
hig brother becomes also more complete.
Young Champollion was now preparing him-
self with more advantages for the discovery
of that marvellous key which he afterwards
gave to sclence, and.which revealed to the
}vo;ld the hidden sense of the hieroglyphs,
the secret of the obelisks, the temples, the
pyramids, and the tombs of the valley of

The archives of Vif, In the Department of
the Isere, preserve, besides the letters writ-
ten by Champollion at school, those which
he wrote during his life as a student fa
Paris. M. de la Bridre gives us only short
extracts from these highly intefesting let-

“ters. At the age of nineteen, Champollion’

was appointed professor of history at Greno-
ble; he went back to Paris at the age of
thirty; he was only thirty-two years old
when lie read, ‘on the 17th of September,
1822, before the Academy of -Inscriptions,
the account of his diacovery of the key to
the hicroglyphs, a discovery which will make
his name for ever famous.’

Correspondence.

PROPOSED SYLVESTER MEMORIAL,

To THE EDITOR CF THE NATI‘ON'

Sir: May I be permitted to appeal through
your columns to all frlends and admirers of
the late Professor J. J. Sylvester to assist
in founding a suitablé memorial in honor
of his name and,for the encouragement of
mathematical sclence? A movement was
inaugurated on this side of the Atlantic soon.
after his death, and it was resolved by ‘the

‘already been subseribed here.

promoters that a fund should be ralsed for
the purpose of establishing a Sylvester
Medal, to be awarded at certaln intervals
for mathematical research to any worker ir-
respective of natlonality. For the purpose
of carrying out the scheme, a.strongly rep-
resentatlve international committee has
been formed, and I should like to. take aql-
vantage: of this opportunity of ,expressing
the great satistaction which it has given to
the promoters to be ecnabled to Include in
this committee so many great and distin-
guished names from the American universi-
lles.‘ In every case our invitation to join

.the committee has been most cordially re-

sponded to, and the consent has in many in-
stances been accompanied by expressjons of
the greatest sympathy and encouragement.
The list, as It stands, practically includes
the leading mathematicians of the whole
world. ’ . .

It' has been estiniated that a capital sum
of $5,000 will be sufficient for the preposed
endowment, and of this about one-halt has
In appealing
to the’ American public to enable us: to
complete the desired sum, I am in the first
place ~prompted by the consideration that.
Sylvester's association with the Jobns Hop-
kins University, and the leading” part which
he took IIri advancing mathematical sclence
in America, render his claim to estimation
on the part of the citizens of your country
Guite a speclal one. It is but a modest en-
dowment that we are'asking for, and I am
nure that all those who were personally ac-
quainted with him, and who realize the great
influence which he excrted in raising the in-
tellectual level of every institution -with
which he was asseciated, will be’glod of this
opportunity of codperating in the movement,

It is proposed that the fund, when com-
plete,. shall be transferred to the Council

.of the Royal Society of Londen, that body

having undertaken to accept the trust and to
award the medal triennially to mathemati-
cianis of all countries. R

T can hardly venture to trespnsa upon your
courtesy to the extent of asking you to print
the complete llstf of our commlittee, but for
your own information I beg to send a copy
herewith. It will be sufficlent to state.that
It comprises the names of President Gil-
man of Johns Hopkins University, of Pro-
fessor Slmon Newcomb of Washington, of
Profeseor Willard Gibbs of Yale, of Professor
Peirce of Harvard, and many other well-
known * American men of sclence. Sub-
scriptions may be sent to and will be ae-
knowledged by Dr. Cyrus Adler, the Smith-
sonfan Institution, Washington, or by Dr.
George Bruce Halsted, President of the
Academy ot_ Science, No. 2407 Guadalupe

 Street, Austin, Texas,~I am, sir, .

Yours obedlently, -
, . RAPHAFL.MSLDOLA,
Professor in the Finsbury Technical Col-
lege, London, England, Hon. Organizing
Secretary to the Sylvester Memorial.
DECEMBER, 1607, ’

SOUTH CAROLINA PRECEDENTS FOR
X " NEW JERSBY.

To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION:
BIR: In your issue of December 16 ybu :

" notice the complication which will arise in

New Jersey in .regard to the seat of the
President of the Senate, who will succeed to
the - office of Governor.upon the resignation
of Mr. Griggs to accept the position of Attor-




