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pleasures the time and strength necessary
to even a passable discharge of the polltl-
cal duties resting upon them. Practical ob-
joctlons to female suffrage must be sought
along other lines than the probable absorp-
tion of woman’s interest to the exclusion of
more fmportant concerns. K

—The article of most evident interest in
the September Scribner's is a chapter of
Senator Hoar’s forthcoming ‘Autoblography
of Seventy Years.' The noted jurists of his
day and acquaintance form the subject of
this paper, Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw nat-
urally taking the foremost place. Frederlg
Irland describes at length the Wyoming

" game stronghold, where the elk, antelope,

and decr still floarish much as they did be-
fore the white man’s arrival, and Capt. T.
Bentley Mott tells of the life of the mill-
tary attachés of our diplomatic system. The
remainder of the number Is given up chiefly
to fictlon and poetry. .

—Isg it possible that Sir Norman Lopkyer‘
displays an understanding of British hu-
man nature, in efdéavoring to stimulate it
to vast expenses for universities, by polnt-
ing out that in this respect that country
ts far behind Germany and America? If
such were the ‘best argument to use, Eng-
land would be looking into a dismal future.
What pcople conscious of great vitality
and genius was ever fired with the idea
of following in the wake of others? One
would not find much response to such an
appeal in Washington, nor in Parls. Would
not Sir Norman do better to address his
countrymen in some such language as
this? ‘““For the last three centurles every
single idea of really, sovereign preéminence
in science has been largely (in most cases
undisputedly) of British paternity: the In-
ducttve Philosophy, the Corpudcular The-

ory, Attraction, the Differentlal Caleulus, ,

the Atomic Theory (and the type the-
ory of chemistry), Natural Selection, the
Mechanical ~Theory of Heat (or that first
principle, of it which was the solld rcore
of the Jgreat doctrine of the Correlation
and Coll\se‘rvatlon of Forces), the Theory of
Light as transverse vibrations, followed
up by the’ true Theory of -Electricity, the
Electro-magnetic Theory of Light, and the
Electron Theory  of Matter. The new
science of radiations, if it has importance
enough to be mentioned in this connec-
tion, has grown directly and uninterrupted-
ly out of Crookes’s experiments. To continug;
these .services to civilization {8 no mpré
than our plain duty. Noblesse oblige. They

" must be continued; they. will be continued.

British soil is fertile in men of the high-
est'types of genius. It shall not be_fouzid
that their fruit {s not forthcoming because

Great Britain’s purse was not long enough

to sustain British sclence against foreign
competition.” . The above are the sober
facts; they will bear scrutiny, . If they were
put before the British Parliament and the
country, would not patriotism be moved?

~The lbrarian world had a sudden and
nots long preparation for the news of the
death of Charles Amm! Cutter, librarian of
the Forbes Library of Northampton, Mass.,

i at Walpole, N. H., on September 7, in the

sixty-seventh year of his age. Mr. Cutter
was. a native of Boston, and was gradu-
ated at Harvard in the class of 1855.
After some study of divinity, he became
assistant In the college library. -In 1869 he
succeeded the late William Frederick Poole

- -

as librarian of the Bostorn Athenmum, from
which, after twenty-flve years, he passed to
the new foundation i{n Northampton, select-
ing its many thousand volumes and fixing
its character. In this congenial place
and service he remained till death over--
took him. His monumental work at the

“Athenum was his completion of its

printed catalogue i{n flve volumes. In
the art of cataloguing he was past mas-
ter. His Rules are universally known
and widely observed as standard. His sys-
tem of classification also made him emi-
nent in his profession, which reckoned him
among the half-dozen foremost American
librarians of his time. Some traits he
probably lacked for the highest efficiency
in administration. He was a8 man of slen-
der body and shy presence; little demon-
strative; with a low vgice; more genial
than forceful. He used to quote the say-
ing that the llbrarfan who reads is lost;
but he both read and wrote admirably. His
culture was very wide, and the evidences
of it are embalmed in the Nation, to which
he was a voluminous contributor (in the
mass) for thirty-five years, with slight in-
terruption. His odds and ends of leisure
were naturally employed for ‘‘Notes' rath-
er than for longer essays, which were, how-
ever, not wanting, in the shape of articles

‘or book reviews, or, a few years ago, in a

charming series of letters from England
and France, In which his architectural in-
terest was plainly revealed. In the Forbes
Library his love of art was gratified by
collecting photographs of the masterpleces,
and these were frequently displayed in spe-
cial exhibitions in the upper hall. For
twenty years or ‘more the Nation relied
mainly upon him for its reports of the
meetings of the American Librarians’ Asso-
clation from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Coast. We part with regret from this mod-

-est and lovable character.

—The idea of erecting a statue in honor
of the author of “Hamlet'' at Elsinore,
forever made farrous by Shakspere’s drama,
seems to be gaining strength in Denmark,
where ft was first started by the sculptor
Hasselriis, who evem went so far as to
model the statue. As was to be expected,
the project has particularly taken the fancy
of the little town by the Sound, where en-
terprising innkeepers bave already not only
caused a Hamlet’'s grave to be forthcoming,
but also had a statue erected of the ill-
fated .Prince of Denmark. The Elsinore
Gazetic secms to be especlally interested
in the project, and comes out in a supple-
ment to its number of August 12 with a
richly 1llustrated, semi-scholarly article
strongly advocating the idea. The writer
has delved deep jnto church registers and
old archtves, not to mention suth’ houée-
hold works as Brandes’s book on Shakspere,’
and for a small provincial paper the artlplé
fs very well written with regard to whal
i{s known about Shakspere's early relations
to the Amleth story, and his later connec-
tion, through ,William Kemp and George
Bryan, with Elsinore. There s even a h}nt
of the possibility that Shakepere him-
gelf. may have visited the city in the
disgulse of the “boy, Daniell Jomes,”-
who in 1582. played there for the court”in
the company of William Kemp of Lelq.-a-ﬂ
ter’s troupe. Among the illustrations is one
which, by a- clever trick of the photogra-
pher, prophetically shows the Shakspere
. \ . i
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statue in the centre of the mnrket-plaée
of Elsinore. The actual erection 18 pro-
nounced a national obligation. - There has
been some opposition manifested, chiefly
among the’younger gener.ntion of authors,
one of whom does not carc to honor the
man who has forever linked the name of
Denmark with “something rotten.”

THE TIMOTHEUS PAPYRUS.
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The papyrus which s here deciphered,
and edited, with a graceful dedication to
the Royal Irish Academy, is very remark-
able in several respects, It is the oldest

.

papyrus that has come down to us; it goes .

back to the time of Aristotle and Alexander
the Great, and it antedates the founding
of the great Alexandrian Library. It is,
therefore, not very far removed from the
period of Timotheus "himself. Singularly
enough, the characters, which are of great
beauly acd clearness, are modelled after
those of monumental inscriptions on stone
of the period, and show mno traces of the
cursive script which must have been em-
ployed even at that date.

The publication of this bit of flotsam
from Egypt has been awalted by scholars
with curlosity and expcctation. Timotheus
was known as the greatest lyric poet of'
the later classic period from 400 B. C., a8
a daring and successful innovator in lyric
forms, and as a master of the newer muslie,
whose development he alded, and. whose
vogue persisted for centuries. He recelved
the approval of Aristotle, It was hoped by
some scholars that this poem might yleld
a new source of history for the battle of
Marathon, to be placed beside the narra-
tive of Herodotus and the drama of ZHs-
chylus., There was no very good reason.
for these expectations, and they are cer-
tainly disappointed. This fragment glves
us no history, it mentions no famous name,
It touches no lofty note of sentiment or
patriotism. There s no attempt at the
pedantry of reproducing details of the ac-

tual methods of naval war in the period -

of Themistocles. We are presented sim-
ply with an imaginative description of a
typlcal sea fight (such as the writer may
have seen), of the period of Thucydides or

somewhat later, contalning some expres--

storis which find their.explanation in his
narrative of the Sicilian expedition. No
useful comparison :is possible, therefore,

-with Herodotus or. with the great drama

of Aschylus; only contrasts are posaible,
which are not enlightening or Instructive.
.On the other hand, Wilamowitz quotes a

rhetoricz;l description by Epharus of the "

battle of Cynossema, which forms an exact
paraliel of the picture glven by Tlmothe\ls;
in places it reads like a paraphrase.

The fragment, which includes only the
fatter part of the poem, takes us into the
thick of the fight. The poet sketches onsets
and retreats, the sallles of boarders, tlers
of cars shorn off by collisions, the plunging
‘and rearing of vessels under the impact of
rams and “dolphins,” till they capsize or
sink with e toss of the head: the showers
"of missiles quivering as they light; hurt-

_yng- masses of lead and flery balls, ‘‘while .
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