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used - and advocated these and other im- | basis of many gubscquent essays and pro- university professors to the number of

provéments. And Wordsworth might have posals. The same zeal for scholarly re- | nearly three thousand, and the teachers in

known, too, 6f the then recent rise of the |'form seized anofher young American schol- | public schools to t.,hz:» m.lmber of many gmre
n’ewvrshorthand. Isaac Pitman’s Phonography | ar, destined to become no less eminent, | thousands, who havé\signed the agreement
(1840). Pitman cstablished the Phonetic | Francis A. March, who devoted himself. | to use the simplified spellings., and are ad-

Journal, and collected o large following. amid excursions into philesophy, litera- voeating the idea and teaching the facts
Soon there were many shorthand autbors | ture, and law, to the scientific study of | that underlie it. .

*in tbe fleld, who, in connection with the | the English language in.connection with the Information on this subject may be had
propagation of shorthand, advocated a pho- | other languages of the Indo-European fam- | by writing to the Simplified Spelling Board,
notic-or a simplified spelling—Ellis (1844), | ily, the results of which appearcd in his | No.-1 L/Tadlson Avenue, New York.

Bell (1852), E. J: Jones (1861), Lverett | “Comparative Grammar of Anglo-Saxon” : CHARLES P. .G. SCOTT.,
(1877), and 6thcrs in England; Andrews and (1869), and in his “yMethod of Philological New York, October 12.

. Boyle (1845), Longley (1849), Graham (1854), .| Study of the English Language” (1870), :md ' : —— v
Ren Pitman (1853), Lindsley (18G4), Mun- | other works, all bearing the marks of a : .

son (1867), Scoville (1871, Cross (1877). | great and lucil mind. Another American THE , WORK OF GEORGE W. HILL.

and others in the Unpited States. scholar, Prof. Samuel S. Haldeman, Wwas |.ro tuep EDITOR oF THE NATION:,

If those elder men had: not thus wrought | one of the first to state the facts of Latin
in a- sad sincerity, the structure of | pronunciation (“Elements of Latin Pronun-
the English‘ language and -of English | clatiom” Philadelphia, 1851). This {ril-
lHterature would have been less round | liart and versatile man applied the sCien-
and goodly than "it s mow. By the | tific principles which -he had discerned to
labors of the later reforoicFs; “the ldea ot | the composition of geveral works of in-
improvement in spelling and in language | struction, whose value has never been suf-
was brought to the serlous attention of thou- | ficiently recognized: “Analytic Orthogra-
sends of persons who were led to study the | phy” (1860}, “Affixes to Eng . . . .
subjeet e entific way. The agitators | (1867), “Outlines of Etymology” (1878). telligence, is to-day reduced to an art f

yerforming excessively intricate calcula-
kept the traditional spelling from absolute 1t was the declaration of these scholars, = A )

. . : tlons. You then imply that the perform-
stagnation, compelled its defenders to re- and of their collcagues; Trumbull, Packard,.{ 2> , 1 th R
celve an idea mow and then, and thus held | Child, Lounsbury, Price, and others in fa- | ance of these Ca.lculations is all that the
the way open for the more .scientific at- | vor of a scientific regulation -of English | €1n6s of men of whom you are treating have
tempts that followed. . spelling, that led also to the formation of | ‘¢ do, and you natul“tnlly see very little in-

Ona of the results of the increased | a committee of the American’ Philological | terest in it from the standpoirjt of phi-
interest in phonetic knowledge was the | Assoclation (1875), which in successive re- Josophy or of positive sclence. ‘N’W- if you
movement conducted by Sir Charles Tre- | ports laid down the principles of such 2 wiil slightly change your wordmg., and say
velyan, in cobperation with Dr. Duff and | reform, and recommended  in detail the that through the labors of a series of in-
other .misslonaries in Indla, to - establish, | steps to be taken. The American Spelling vestigators from the time of Newtonvto that
upon the basis laid by Sir William Jomes, Reform Assoclation was formed. in 1876 to | of Hill the the'ory in.question is being Te-

a uniform Roman transliteration of the | keep up and guide the agitation, to inform duced to an art of performing intricate cal-
Sanskrit, the Hindi, the Hindustani, and | the public, and to secure recruits. A sim-- culations, you Will hit the truth. ‘th‘t

the other languages of poly-alphabetie In- | flar agitation was carried on in Great gi\{es significance to the work of Hill and

din. This effort resulted in the translit- | Britain.' The leaders there had been zealous | those In the same fleld is not their4patience
eration which now prevails, and which is | in the effort to bring to light the long- | P performing calculations, but their abil-
undergoing additionad regalation -in’ the | hidden records of the English language be- | i1¥ to show how it is possible, by calcula-

hands of the phil ts interested. Con--| fore the time of Shakespeare. The Inde- tions ’withln the power of one man, %0
pected with this i Fihe movement among fatigable Dr. Furnivall founded the .Early reach resultsé which would have required

the missionary Woards of England "and | English Text Soclety, the Chaucer Soclety, the labor of mary lives if the methods had
America to establish something like a uni- | the New Shakespeare Soclety, and other not been invented. Anmy good computer,

versal .phonetic alphabet for missionary i printing clubs, and, seconded by Morris, under capable supervision, can make the.
use. This movement resulted in the publi- | Skeat, Murray, Sweet, and others rescued intricate calculations. It is the\ method that

cation of Lepsius’s “Standard Alphabet” | from oblivien a large part of the records of costs. - . SiMON NEWCOMB.

(1855; second English editton, 1863), and of | the English language for a period of a | Yashington, D. C., October 17.

Max - Mitller's -“Languages ot the .Seat of | thousand. years. And now we know, or can .
War in the East” (1854; second editiom, | learn, accurately, what the Englléli lan-
1855, with the “Misslonary Alphabet”). guage was,” what the words were, how the

To the same impelling cause, the desire | words were spelled and pronounced, and
for a more accurate knowledge and use | what they meant, in the long period rrom
of the English language, {n'its written and | the Saxon and the Norman conquest 10 the | jumice to Dr. Hill's mathematical:inven-

prifited forms, the world owes it that | time of Shakespeare. And the world 1noW | tion; but ‘there is little of that in the
Alexander J. Ellis turned the resources of | has access, among other works of the mew | fourth volume, which we had under exams
his acute Intelligence and his liberal mind | learning, to the great ‘“Oxford English Dic- | jpnation.—THE REVIEWER.] \
to the scientific study of English phonetics. | tionary,” In which the facts of the lan- )

Ellis published the results ot his studies | guage are recorded with wonderful accur-
in Several books and pamphlets, and espe- | acy and fulness. . o -

clally in his great work, “On Early English |  “What has become of these attempts?” ' NOteS,
Pronunclation, with Especial Reference to | That Is part of what has become of them. o
Chaucer and Shakespeare” (five volumes, | 'Azid who made these attempts? Who brought :

London, 1869-1889).  With the name of'El- | about these results? - They were Willlam After her death, In 1906, Madame Jessio
1is is linked the name of Alexander Mel- | D. Whitney," James Hadley, Francis . J. White Mario's remniniscences, came inio 'the
ville Bell, inventor of “Visible Speecﬁ" Child, Samuel S, Haldeman, Richard Mor- hands of T. Fisher Unwin for publication.
(1867). the firat set of alphabetic symbols | ris, and other great scholars who have There has been some delay in preparing
formulated upon an intelligible system.’| ceased from thelr labors. They were Fran- | them for press, as the MS. required care-

Another name great in these fields of re- | cis A. March, Frederick J. Furnivall, Wal- ful editing by some ‘one familiar with the
search Is that of Henry.Sweet, who has, | ter W. Skeat, James A. H. Murray, Thomas Risorgimento. The Duke "Litta-Viscontl-
by hls works in phonetics. and Anglo- | R. Lounshury, and others, who, a8 members | AT¢se has mow undertaken = this difficult
Saxon, made all scholars his debtors. The | of the Stmplified Speillng Board, are still task, and we may expect to see’the me-
impulse of these earlier movements (1840- | working at the same problem, now at length molrs in type f‘Vithin'a' reasonable period.
1860) was felt by a young American schol- | in the sure and certain hope of practical | .Gaillard -Hunt, of the Department ot
ar, Willlam D. Whitney. He dealt with | success. With them are working scholars | State, Washingtoa, bas undertaken the col-
phonology in -his philologic lectures, re- } and men of letters of the younger genera- | lection and editing of the papers of Ellhu

. vised Lepsius, and presented & modification | tion, somerof whose names are well-known B. Washburne, secretary of state and min-
of the European alphabet which was the [ to the public. With them are working the ' ister to France, snd of his brothers, and

Str: 1 am gorry to see the Nation pro-
‘janlgate so inadequate an idea of the work .
of George W. Hill and other investigators
like him' in celestial mechanics, as it does ’
in the issue of Qctober 17. In substance
{he statcment is that the scicnce of plane-
tary and lupar theory, which once reprz-

lish Words” sented the highest climbs of scientific in-

[By caleulations, we Adid not mean nu-
merical computations. Professor N\e:wcomb
expresses, as his own dictum, what we
intended to say. We have already \}one
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