i a8 a punishment for crime.
¢ guage of the Thirteenth Amendment.to
" tue Constitution of the Uhited States
. is: “Neither slavery nor involuntary

“April 30, 1914]
- g—— )
o\ THE RIGHT TO PUNISH.

- There :;ppeared in the ne;vspapers a
: (ort time ago an item to the effect that
‘w Rhode Island a former convict has
. aought suit for the recovery of wages
" ohlch he 8ays aré due him for labor
" ”gormed by him while a prisoner un-

The Nation

‘.g the convict-contract system. The
suit 18 based on the fact that the Con-
station of Rhode Island, which con-

t» not to be understood as covering la-
sor, or involuntary servitude, exacted

servitude, except as a punishment- for

* crime, whereof the'party shall have been
. 4aly comvicted, shall exist within the
" talted States, or any place sublect to.

wmelr jurisdiction.” But we havé no e
sire to enter into the judicial question

> drought up in the Rhodé Island case.
" as such. o

. th:.t does interest us very much is

. the attitude that appears to be adopted

tpwards the matter by certain advo-
cates of f)rlson reform Wlth the gener-
ll aims of the constantly growing num-
Sers of earnest workers in this fleld we
are in hearty sympathy.’
tremendous task before us in the direc-
tion of improved methods of treatment
of criminals, not to speak of the ex-
tirpatlon of outrageous abuses and fla-
grant inefficiencies in the administra-
tlon of existing methods. But -.along
with g great deal of admirable endeavor,

doth In the way of constructive criti-

csm and of intelligent experiment,; there
is rife nowadays a great deal of crude
dogma and dangerous sentimentality.
it Is stated that this convict’s suit is
‘acked by persons interested in prison-
aborireform’ The case for his claim,
@ seen by them—and apparently ap-
sroved by the editor—is thus stated

= ap editorfal In the Chicago Record-
Heraid:

The theory Is that a convict should be

- id decent wages, and that his family

* other dependents should have the ben-
0t of hig toil. Of course, if the convict
b'ﬂave he has no rights that anybody

_ '"bound to respect. If he is not a slave,
- 'he wnges of his toll and conditions of

M2 employment in or out of prison re-
Wire proper regulation in the.interest

" % fustice. It 1s to be hoped that the
“'mune Court of Rhode Island wm not.

pins a prohibition of slavery, does not.
" erpressly declare that the prohibition

The lan-

There is a|,

seek .or ﬂnd some technical loophole
through which to escafe, but will tackle
the issue 151 its vital bearings and rejoice
in the opportunity-to hand down a mem-
orable opinion. e
1 .
Undoubtedly; the question of a convict's
wages and of the conditions of his em-
ployment “is one that ‘requires “proper
regulation.” It may be that to give him
. \ - ) .
the'full‘net proceeds of his labor would
be a wise policy; it is almost certainly

true that some apﬂrbximatioﬁ to such a

course would-be most beneficlal to- the
community as well .as to the convict

But to say that he has a right to such

treatment simply ‘because he is not a
“slave,” is to reduce to absurdity the
whole idea of criminal justice. Where
are you golng to draw‘the line? If he
possesses the ordinary righis of a free-
man, he possesses the right to come and
go, to enjoy the society of his wife and
children, to work as much or as little
as he pleases. Is he to be mocked
with mere wages, to be enjoyed perhaps
only after years of waiting, and in the
meanwhile to pine away in loneliness
anq confinement? Is the withholding of
wages the only deprivation which ‘the
slave endures? Is it the bitterest of the
prangs he is called upon to suffer? Is
the loss of liberty nothing, so long as a
daily dole of money is added to the dally
dole of food? .

We ask these questions not by way
of legal argument on the Rhode 'Islam_i

scase, but on account 'of their bearing on

the whole subject of criminal law and
criminal administration. Those who un-
dertake to settle the fundamental is-
sues of that subject by ‘an appeal to the
nicre catchwords of ,an abstract :dogma
of .human rights are only saved from
sinking In a quagmire of Impossibilities
by failure to carry their dogmatizing
and sentimentalizing toi its legitimate
conclusion. The abstract right of a m{m
to the ordinary prerogatives of a free-

man is either forfeitable by crime or]

it is not. If it is not forfeitable,
we ha.ve no right to deprive any crim-
inal ot hls llberty 1f 1t is thus for-
feitable, the nature and llmits of - the
deprivations to which he may be sub-
jected must be determined by consid;
erations of public expediency, and not
by the dicta of any abstract theory of
human rights: Let umxecessary harsh-

ness be abolished, by all means; but let

it be abo}ished because it is shown-to be
unnecessary’ or Aneffective. Let encour-

L

agetent to thrift be given the convict;

but let it-be given because there js sound

reason to believe that it will promote,

his reformation, or succor his depen-

'dents and will not_ {njure the commu-

nlty

We' grope sadly, to be sure, in the

treatment. of these mattérs. We have
given. them'scant-attentien; we have
blundered in regard to them; we have
sufrered xenahty and incompetence to

work untold ewils in relation to them;
we have even been shamefully niggard-
ly in supplying the ‘means for a proper -
administration of the system we have.

To mend all this—slowly if we can do
no better, rapidly if we can aroise the
community to a sense of its full duty—
15 an urgent task. It is being 'carried

on by men and woméen who devote thelr )

lives to this unattractive and qften
thankless work. . But with all its faults
and shortcomings the system of crimi-
nal justice has perférmed a function
absolutely .indispensable to the carry-
ing on of civilized life. It has done its
work wastefully, stupidly if you please;
but it has done its work, and that work
¢ ntinues to be as essential as ever. In
crde,r to maintalu it, it is necessary' to

hold, with -clear donviction, without

tremor or apology. that the right to

.| punish rests on the solid foumdation of
Those’

the highest public expediency.
who indulge in such talk ‘as we ‘have
here been crxticislng can find-no logical
stoppmg-place short of a complete de-
nial of that right as so founded. And
that way madness, lies. )

THE LONELY HEIGHTS OF SCIENCE.

Looking under the name “Hill,” in
the Encyclopzdia Britanm'ca, we ﬁnd
“Hill" Xmbrose Powell, American Con-
federate soldier,'; “Hill, Daniel Harvey,

American Confederate soldier,” “Hm,“

David Bennett, American:-polit‘lclan,"
and other Hilis, American and Eng)ish.
but not Hill, George William, American
astronomer.
George Willlam HIll, a few days ago,
evoke from the American newspaper
press anything more than perfunctory

notice. Yet hs was one of the exiremely

small group of men in this country
whose sclentlfic work was of the high-
est order. .FHIs researches in celestlal

mechanies will rank permanently among

the memorable achievements of the hu-

' man mind in & domain in which some

Lepaa e
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¢f the greatest ihiellects of the race
Lave ixerled«ihcix: mx’dos':~ powers, 029
of the niam"‘notahle testimonials to his
rare eminence wag the publication, sever-
al vears ago, by the Carnegie Institu-
of his
Works," with an introduction by Henri

tion, “Collected: Mathematical

Foincaré, the most illustrious French
mailematician of the last two genera-
tions. In this imtroduction,

Jives an outline of Hill's researches, and

Poincaré i

\\'ilhifl;lhe__fe\\' days since the death of
Dr. Hil], another American man of‘ge-
nius bag been {aken away who, differen}
in almost .e\'ery pos¢ible way from Hill,
was like him in that his life had for
many Years been pnsscﬁ in extreme se-
clusfon. A man rat once of extraordi-
nér_\' :u-um'c.n and originaliﬁ“;‘*and «of a
phs‘nomc-nal range of intellectual intei‘-
"e:ls, there was in Ch‘a;.]e‘s‘s.,v}‘eirce a

distusse8 their relation to what bhadlxein of the érratic, perhaps one may

Leen done by his predecessorg, and their
bearing on the future development of

celestia]l mechanies.

. So remote are labors like these, not | €Xbected of his unquestionably plendid

only frdm th,e ordinary interests of
mankind, but from the possibility of
¢ven a dim appreLension of their nature
on tim part of any bui mathematicians,

that it is not surprising that the man

. whose life is given over to their pursuit

gains none hof the gliuerihg rewards,
such as they are, of pogular notice,
And in the particular cese of Georgé
W. Hill, it would be peculiarly inept
“tu_treat the absence of such notice of

‘bim, 4live or dead, as a personal griev-

ance. . For Hill was, by deliberate’
choice., a recluse, a solitary, éven in
re‘la»idn\‘te*the small circle of the eleet
who wege capable of fellowship with
bim in the special inteilectual field to
whith he \vas-.'so exclusively devoled.
And vet one can but feél that, in one
wa)' or another, the consciousness of
tLis kind of high endeavor and achieve-
ment might well be more widespread
than it is; and that if it were, the re-
sult would be a reciprocal benefit—a
benefit to the man of science and a
benefit 1o society at large—of no small
value. In the cuse of an almost freakish
simplicity and self-\\'i}hdr'a'.\'al like that

of Hill'it may be that nothing of the

Kind would be possible; but his case. is
highly exceptional. It is not many years
since there diéd an American mathe-
matical physicist of similar . scientifie
eminence, a man ‘whose work is ac-
R.n.owledged to be in the first rank, and
who was during his entire career pro-
fessor in one of our leading universi-

ties; but how many "Americans knew

" the name of Willard Gibps? How many

persons in New, Haven—how many Yale
students evegie—“'e;e aware that this
modest ‘scholar was one of the world's
Aleaders in a- great field of scientific
thought? T

. [T
f . N

say ihe unstable, which .seems to.ac-
couMt for his a‘chievemems.ha\'ing_-fail-

i powers. Even as it is, however, he left
| his ma{k on at least two branches of the
intellectual activity of the age. In that
moderp development of the science of
riasoning which is usually designated
by -
work well dg¢serves 1o be called baln-
brechend; the leading Germafx writer
‘on the subject. Ernst Schroeder, makes
i1 the foundation of ‘his extensive trea-
tise. .And it is from Peirce that William
James derived the name “Pragmatism,”
and the doctrine for which that name
stands in James's work; 1i10ugh,-in the
interest of accuracy, it is necessary 1o
add . that Peirce repudiated James's de
velopment of his seminal idea. But the
concrete fruits of Peirce's labors, many
ag are the fields in which he worked,
are small in c_omparison with what those
who-came into contact With hine ‘could
not but feel would have fallen info. his
hands if he had but"possessed* that some-
thing—constancy, balance, or whatever
it may be—which nature seems to have
denied, him. ' .
That there might be—that -there has
been in other times and other countries
—an :;tmosphere. more genial and
fri('ndl.):. even for these whose labors car-
ry the;n to those strange and ’}ofty
heights in which dwellé the mathema-
tician or the abstract- philosopher, we
have valready intimated. But these al-
most . self-condemned exiles from *“‘the
kindly race of men” are not the only
scholars who suffer from an intellgctual
isolation that is deplorable, and to the
nature and consequences of which we
seldom .or never give attention. That
free-masonry of the intellect which has
played an inestimable part in the high-
er culture-of Europe is' almost whoHy

absent, as yet, in our university circles.

NS
1v is something of '9 coinciden¢e that

en far shdrt of what might' have been,

the name of Symbolic Logic, his|
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THE DRITISH CIVIL SER“C,E%IL,
OMMENDATIONS OF A o), .
COMMISSION. .

. ‘ "LC'NDON, Apr ;e
The Dritish Civil Service hge WE
hard task to live down the reputayyg, r-. ’

e it 1.3: Charles Lamb., ‘His FhY¥

account of the problems: that &L\v;;..:

hiqx daily from ten to four, and h.y [Z

tice of making up-‘for late a"ryi\'al Liog

ing away carly, have left a Wides; -y

impression that Whitehall is gy, .

syionym for Lotus lIsland. By lanis

retired- from the East Ingja Ofie ;.

Jeer and newadays «he interiors of 1,

large ’l.nui?dings that stretch from Trae,

far Square 10 the Houses of Pariiawe-

chew little resemblance 1o a land w»

it is al\\"ays afternoon. .Indeed, the e

sure upon the more responsible Civil s

vantc when bills relating to t.ht::r cus

departments  are  passing  through .

House might be compared to that vyua

the station masters of the big railway e

minails during the excursion 'seaéong

S EaY

Not only “is the daily roung'nf (3
Government clerk  far more strefumas
than 2 hundred. or even fifty, vears ap-
it at the same time, the gate into e
'service has been narrowed by the me.
ern custom of filling so many of the ap
j;oimmcnts by copen competition. In 1w}
it was deciared by the Commissioness
chosen 10 'rc'po}‘vt on the existing rypen
of appointmeng by nomination that “ss.
mission into the Civil Setvice was grea:
Iy sought, after, but it was for the 1.
competent - and the indolent.and inoe
pable that it was chiefly desiped” T

Government départmems then were re .

pardedy "as a means of SeCUTiDE B MAth.
tenance for young men who have 4

chance of success in the open comped- .-

tien of the legal, medical,” and mercaz.
tile’ professions.” .

That scandal, at any rate, has bee
brought to an end. A Royal Cominv~
cion on the Civil Service that has bee
sitting for more than two years has re-
cently  published its recommendatiods
based on’ four confiderable volumes ©
evidence. A
principles on which the Service is basrs
are sound, and that its organization ¥
in the main, efficient. There are SO
defects of consigerable importance. I

Which remedies ‘are suggested, bul ‘:
Commissioners recommend that LM
1d

principle of open competition shou!
adhered to, and, whenever it is applicatst
extended. B
One off the reforms now
due to the recént agitation’ a
aliev”, employments.
are about 2,600 “boy, clerks” who art ':
cruited between the ages of fifteen 89°
sixteen. Some of these have a chanc®
getting a permanent clerkship, but
of them are dismissed at eighteen.
recommended that this class be entirels
abolished, and that, in' future, the lowegt
class in.the official hierarchy shall b*
“junior clerical” class,” recruited 8t ":
teen, from boys who have comple“’d(:“
intermediate stage in se_ccmdzu’s’,!‘(‘h 3

Appointments 1o this class will ‘be 7T

proposed B
gainst “bues

manent. .

1t finds that the fundameata

At present, ther* .
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