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¢f the greatest ihiellects of the race
Lave ixerled«ihcix: mx’dos':~ powers, 029
of the niam"‘notahle testimonials to his
rare eminence wag the publication, sever-
al vears ago, by the Carnegie Institu-
of his
Works," with an introduction by Henri

tion, “Collected: Mathematical

Foincaré, the most illustrious French
mailematician of the last two genera-
tions. In this imtroduction,

Jives an outline of Hill's researches, and

Poincaré i

\\'ilhifl;lhe__fe\\' days since the death of
Dr. Hil], another American man of‘ge-
nius bag been {aken away who, differen}
in almost .e\'ery pos¢ible way from Hill,
was like him in that his life had for
many Years been pnsscﬁ in extreme se-
clusfon. A man rat once of extraordi-
nér_\' :u-um'c.n and originaliﬁ“;‘*and «of a
phs‘nomc-nal range of intellectual intei‘-
"e:ls, there was in Ch‘a;.]e‘s‘s.,v}‘eirce a

distusse8 their relation to what bhadlxein of the érratic, perhaps one may

Leen done by his predecessorg, and their
bearing on the future development of

celestia]l mechanies.

. So remote are labors like these, not | €Xbected of his unquestionably plendid

only frdm th,e ordinary interests of
mankind, but from the possibility of
¢ven a dim appreLension of their nature
on tim part of any bui mathematicians,

that it is not surprising that the man

. whose life is given over to their pursuit

gains none hof the gliuerihg rewards,
such as they are, of pogular notice,
And in the particular cese of Georgé
W. Hill, it would be peculiarly inept
“tu_treat the absence of such notice of

‘bim, 4live or dead, as a personal griev-

ance. . For Hill was, by deliberate’
choice., a recluse, a solitary, éven in
re‘la»idn\‘te*the small circle of the eleet
who wege capable of fellowship with
bim in the special inteilectual field to
whith he \vas-.'so exclusively devoled.
And vet one can but feél that, in one
wa)' or another, the consciousness of
tLis kind of high endeavor and achieve-
ment might well be more widespread
than it is; and that if it were, the re-
sult would be a reciprocal benefit—a
benefit to the man of science and a
benefit 1o society at large—of no small
value. In the cuse of an almost freakish
simplicity and self-\\'i}hdr'a'.\'al like that

of Hill'it may be that nothing of the

Kind would be possible; but his case. is
highly exceptional. It is not many years
since there diéd an American mathe-
matical physicist of similar . scientifie
eminence, a man ‘whose work is ac-
R.n.owledged to be in the first rank, and
who was during his entire career pro-
fessor in one of our leading universi-

ties; but how many "Americans knew

" the name of Willard Gibps? How many

persons in New, Haven—how many Yale
students evegie—“'e;e aware that this
modest ‘scholar was one of the world's
Aleaders in a- great field of scientific
thought? T
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say ihe unstable, which .seems to.ac-
couMt for his a‘chievemems.ha\'ing_-fail-

i powers. Even as it is, however, he left
| his ma{k on at least two branches of the
intellectual activity of the age. In that
moderp development of the science of
riasoning which is usually designated
by -
work well dg¢serves 1o be called baln-
brechend; the leading Germafx writer
‘on the subject. Ernst Schroeder, makes
i1 the foundation of ‘his extensive trea-
tise. .And it is from Peirce that William
James derived the name “Pragmatism,”
and the doctrine for which that name
stands in James's work; 1i10ugh,-in the
interest of accuracy, it is necessary 1o
add . that Peirce repudiated James's de
velopment of his seminal idea. But the
concrete fruits of Peirce's labors, many
ag are the fields in which he worked,
are small in c_omparison with what those
who-came into contact With hine ‘could
not but feel would have fallen info. his
hands if he had but"possessed* that some-
thing—constancy, balance, or whatever
it may be—which nature seems to have
denied, him. ' .
That there might be—that -there has
been in other times and other countries
—an :;tmosphere. more genial and
fri('ndl.):. even for these whose labors car-
ry the;n to those strange and ’}ofty
heights in which dwellé the mathema-
tician or the abstract- philosopher, we
have valready intimated. But these al-
most . self-condemned exiles from *“‘the
kindly race of men” are not the only
scholars who suffer from an intellgctual
isolation that is deplorable, and to the
nature and consequences of which we
seldom .or never give attention. That
free-masonry of the intellect which has
played an inestimable part in the high-
er culture-of Europe is' almost whoHy

absent, as yet, in our university circles.

NS
1v is something of '9 coinciden¢e that

en far shdrt of what might' have been,

the name of Symbolic Logic, his|
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THE DRITISH CIVIL SER“C,E%IL,
OMMENDATIONS OF A o), .
COMMISSION. .

. ‘ "LC'NDON, Apr ;e
The Dritish Civil Service hge WE
hard task to live down the reputayyg, r-. ’

e it 1.3: Charles Lamb., ‘His FhY¥

account of the problems: that &L\v;;..:

hiqx daily from ten to four, and h.y [Z

tice of making up-‘for late a"ryi\'al Liog

ing away carly, have left a Wides; -y

impression that Whitehall is gy, .

syionym for Lotus lIsland. By lanis

retired- from the East Ingja Ofie ;.

Jeer and newadays «he interiors of 1,

large ’l.nui?dings that stretch from Trae,

far Square 10 the Houses of Pariiawe-

chew little resemblance 1o a land w»

it is al\\"ays afternoon. .Indeed, the e

sure upon the more responsible Civil s

vantc when bills relating to t.ht::r cus

departments  are  passing  through .

House might be compared to that vyua

the station masters of the big railway e

minails during the excursion 'seaéong

S EaY

Not only “is the daily roung'nf (3
Government clerk  far more strefumas
than 2 hundred. or even fifty, vears ap-
it at the same time, the gate into e
'service has been narrowed by the me.
ern custom of filling so many of the ap
j;oimmcnts by copen competition. In 1w}
it was deciared by the Commissioness
chosen 10 'rc'po}‘vt on the existing rypen
of appointmeng by nomination that “ss.
mission into the Civil Setvice was grea:
Iy sought, after, but it was for the 1.
competent - and the indolent.and inoe
pable that it was chiefly desiped” T

Government départmems then were re .

pardedy "as a means of SeCUTiDE B MAth.
tenance for young men who have 4

chance of success in the open comped- .-

tien of the legal, medical,” and mercaz.
tile’ professions.” .

That scandal, at any rate, has bee
brought to an end. A Royal Cominv~
cion on the Civil Service that has bee
sitting for more than two years has re-
cently  published its recommendatiods
based on’ four confiderable volumes ©
evidence. A
principles on which the Service is basrs
are sound, and that its organization ¥
in the main, efficient. There are SO
defects of consigerable importance. I

Which remedies ‘are suggested, bul ‘:
Commissioners recommend that LM
1d

principle of open competition shou!
adhered to, and, whenever it is applicatst
extended. B
One off the reforms now
due to the recént agitation’ a
aliev”, employments.
are about 2,600 “boy, clerks” who art ':
cruited between the ages of fifteen 89°
sixteen. Some of these have a chanc®
getting a permanent clerkship, but
of them are dismissed at eighteen.
recommended that this class be entirels
abolished, and that, in' future, the lowegt
class in.the official hierarchy shall b*
“junior clerical” class,” recruited 8t ":
teen, from boys who have comple“’d(:“
intermediate stage in se_ccmdzu’s’,!‘(‘h 3

Appointments 1o this class will ‘be 7T

proposed B
gainst “bues

manent. .

1t finds that the fundameata

At present, ther* .

Ito .

~

vyt g s N

o)

5 0

+f

CAE e tES

v

PR 2L 3/ SIS [WF SRS

RECIY

cur

-




May 14, 1914]

The Nation

“Thirdly, had our Government taken |
stern measures to protect the lives and ;
property of Americans ‘;md Europeans in |
Mexico, however desirable that nrotectiom?
might be, the result would surely have |
been a real war with Mexico, Fortu-?‘
nately, the situation was saved by Huer- |
ta's tactlessness. Mr. Wilson was care-!
ful to state, in his address to Congress |
that an official dispatch of <the Unitod i

. States Government had beén held up, and |

- sults to our Government. At no fimein the

* been so clearly demonstrated, for the taect,

“acts of the Administration.in Mesico is
_ Precisely on the grounds that, as our

~did not care to pursue the accredited

that the flag incident at Tampico was
merely the culmination of a zciies of in-

last year'.has the wisdom of our Pelie

that we were dealing with an irregdlar
government €nabled us to hase cur de-
mands, not on international.law, but-on
expediency. . ’
What has bheen the result® The seizure
of Vera Cruz'fhas had_a prefound erfect,
as Mr. Wilson' intended, upon Mexican
opinion of all classes and factions. he
truth. seems to have dawnéd upon our
uptonl{x;ate neighbors  that further
trifling with the United States could have
but one result, the occupation of Mexico
by our troops, and. if our.history is any
guide to the future, the end of Mexican
independence. Two weeks, ago Mexico
seemed on-the eve of g Uompleté collapse.
To-day, so far as one can Judgze from the
dai!y. press, a permanent settlement is
more likely than in many, many months.
It g to this end that the South American
mediators appear to be devoting their
energies rather than to an adjustment
of -the American quarrel with Huerta.
tor we stil¥ insist that he must retire,
For the great improvement in the gen-
eral situation, Mr. Wilson's diplomacy is
entirely responsible, : .
BERNADQTTE E. SCHMITT.
Western Reserve Daoiversity, Cleveland, M;y g,

[The Nation's criticism og the recent

correspondent suggests, they might lead
to “the occupation of Mexico by our
troops” and ultimately .to “the end &P
Mexican independence.”—Ep. THE- Ni-
TION.]

THE E\xSSING OF A MASTER MIND.
To THE EDITOR .OF THE NATION:

Sir: I desire to record a word of tribute
to one of the master minds of America.
The recent death of Charles S, Peirce re-
moves an heroic ﬁguw from the field o?
American learning, Living for the most
part in retirement, he was. known to a
relatively small circle. Yet where known,
his name was spoken with exalted re.
Spect; and his fame, critically appraised,
Placed him with the chosen few of any
Beneration. How far he. sought and |
failed to find the wider recognition that |
falls to those whose labors are in tields
open’ to public approbation, how far he

8teps to preferment and recognition, 1
cannot say. ¥et this aspect -of his ca-
reer is significant.

My acquaintance with Mr, Peirce be-
gan in-1882 when I came as a graduate
student to Johns Hopking University. He

i king University,

-~

was there lecturing on “The ‘Algebra of
Lugic"—a subject which he in large mea-
sure estabiished in this country. He had
interested certain able students—all of
them since distinguished i various fields
—iu his explorations into a broad doggain
of thourht; and of this enterprise a .vol-
tne of studies by himself and his pupils
bears record. In those days there was
cathered in Baltimore a group of schol-
ars and productive intellectual workers
thar.would have been exceptional in any

scholarly community. Their names would I
contributions of |

suzgest  the notable
American scholarship in their generation.
Yot among them the impression of Mr.
Peiree stands forth most promiy@atly
prirtus inter pares. The impression that
I retain of his analyses of logical and
rhilosophical problems is that of observ-

ing a plummet line descending through !autiun.

troubled waters foot by foot,

|

sounding | ¥t
the depths, avolding the-weeds and the | minil

“meihods

fzable. Al this has its proper place and
is doubtless more or loss tnevitabloe, vven
sound; but the peralty pawd for .::Li'yt)'-is *
Lo when it excludes ‘the use

1 ts, the choice product of
excepttonal  power of sustained thousht
CLothis lamentable lack of eilicienev—to
turn the staig of un ahised

Biogvy,

ol

wer o

whHird asanst
Iltsul[#«llr. Prirce is not the ghly example.

Other mastdr minds knocked in vain at
academic portals, and Jwere refusql as

Slect Op, more truly  stated,” the
small wroup of  their  Hberal-mindod
triends within the hailowdad precinets faild
e to persnade the ayfhdrities to adjust
to men.  Cgrtainly it renwns .
trie for aill "time that no more _efintive
stimulns to promising youns minds can
be found than to give. them the oppor-
tity of contact with master minds im.
Tht service that a s‘muxl aroup of
n oean perform too tine, too
wlle, to e measured; and like-

r

)

is

. . dso 1o angible to impress its value
sheals, and reaching an undiscovered, bot- | Wise too antangible to impress it

tsm; for- to the student many of the,

problems in a controversial sea seemed
bottomless. It was not argument, but
discovery. : v

It was Mr. Peirce who iniroduced ‘me
to the possibility "of an experimental
study of a psychological problem. He

provided the problem, the instruments |-

which I set up inf(my goom, the method,
and the mode of reaching the Tesults:
these were printed over our joint names.
tle also introduced me to the mode of at=
tack upon larger psychological problems
by methods..of statistical inquiry. He
zathered about him a group of five or six
students and proposed a studyd of ‘;great
men.” He drew up the questionnalre; we
gathered and collated the results. The
work was’ not finished; though 1 was
permitted to pub]ishA one or two aspects
of the matenial in brief papers. My per-
sonal indebtedness gave me the opportu-
nity to gauge the measure of the man.
Only one other pyoduced upon me an
cqual impression of original greatoesy. 1
vefer to William James. The two men
may well be associated, for each heid the
other in high regard. .Prof{essor James
recognized in Charles Peirce the true
founder of Pragmatism, a way of thinking
which James made popular, thé signifi-
cance of which he expounded. If, in ad-
vmbe remembered that these logi-
cal, pSyshological, and philosophical pur-
suits were in a sense avocational, and
that Mr. Prirce was for a long time ac-
tively connected-with the Geodetjc Survey,
was a physicisg and mathematician ‘by
profession, the scope of his attainments
will be more truly perceived. In a sense
ha represents the Americin Helmholtz.
*I do not know that Mr. Peirce ever held
any academic position other than the lec-
tureship for a few years at Johns Hop-
That his was the per-
sonal temperament that may well be call-
ed diffeult may be admitted; such is the
-:'SQ\‘:::i:iun of genius. It cannot but
remiin 4 sad reflection upen the or-
canization of our academic interest that
we find it ditfcult, or make it so, to pro-
vide places for exceptional men within the
acadernic foll Politically as educational-
ly, we prefer the safe men to the brilliant
men, and exict-a versatile medlocrity of
qualities that makes the individual or§ﬂ.n-

upon the judgment O6f those with whom
these jssues comnionly lie. Yet nothing

would have shown better the Srearnegs

of a great University than to sind a place
in it for rare men like Charles S. Peirce.
His niemory invites not only the personal
tribute, but is.a reminder of our neglett
ot the r,:‘gic worth of genius, ~
JOSEPH JAsTROW?
Wik,

Tue Madlon,

May

Ualversity 3L Wisegusin,
\

-t i 1

5.

THE LATE EDUXRB_SUESS
To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION:

Sn::-. On the 26th of April there died
at Vienna, in his ‘ei;‘nty-thqu year, one
of the greatest of European scientiists,
the disunguished geologist, Eduard Suess. .
Strange to Csay, his death has passed
unneticed in the " American press, al-
thouxh few scholgis have e_:\'&i‘ lived who
deserved better of theiy feilow-men. I
must leave it to competent hands te point
out in the Naiion Professdr Suess’s ser--
vice tg science.  Sutfice it to say, in this
place, that his principal work, the monu-
mental “Das Antlitz_der Erde” s re-
garded as 1 ', most aﬁthoritaﬁve,ex;msi-
tion of th 'Q}@cipal_ features of the
earth's suriace "l their correlation, and’
that it has been ﬁ;ax}§lated into four lan-
ruages. In th¢ preface to the French
edition Marcel Bertiand likefled the ap-

I'prarance of the “work to the action of a

sudden ray ‘of light in penetrating chaos,
and the London Geological Society, which
conferred on him the \\'ul';;@tqn medal,
congratulated him on  his seventicth
bh';hduy_as the greatest living geofomist, |

From 1837 to 1991 Suess was professor ”
of geology in the University of V‘Lcm}a.
and from 1899 to 1911 he was presidefit
of the Vienna Academy of Scienées.

But over and above His scientific work,
Prolessor Suess achieved renown as one
of the most indefatizable and most un-
stitish workers in Austrian public life.
AS a membeér of .the Municipal Council
of the city of Vienna, of the Diet of
Lower Austria, and of the Reichsrath,
he was .a champion of liberal measures
and & parliamentarian of remarkable
power. The city. of Vienna is indebted
to him for its present water supply, the .
plans for which .he drew, and #hich

.
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