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A@dy in the Philosophy of Bergson. QuUSTAVUS WATTS Conymvg .
‘' HAM. New York:‘Longmans Green and Company. 1916. Pp.
ix 4212, AN .
Professor Cunningham'’s voice, as it sounds through tHe pageg.df
A Study in the Philosophy of Bergson, is the voice of the Genteel
Tradition in Aimerican philosophy. Suave in tone, lucid, grave, elo-
- quent, accomplished, it laments the upgrowth of a generation of un-
- scholarly thinkers; quotes Tennyson and T. H. Green ; urges German
philosophy on us before everything else; finds fault with James;
takes Betgson to task and then sets him right, firmly, not unkindly, -
“¥s a schoolmaster might somé brilliant, but youthful and wayward,
disciple. In the course of the book eertain problems spring up; such
~ problems as are’ likely to rise and to tower and ramify above a discus-
sion of any. pai‘tiéglar point in philosophy whatsoever; nature of
knowledge ; dppearance and reality; etc., efc. Professoy Cunning-
bam touches o these problems interestingly and significantly. - But
- the ‘center of gravity of his book is outside of any topical problem
from the history of philosophy. Primarily he attempts, in his book,
to draw certain inferences of constructive intent from the contradic-
. . tion into which he discovers that the philosophy of Bergson has
. fallen. Competent critics are agreed that the philosophy of Bergson
is stricken, and seriously stricken,  with contradiction; but the con-
structions which they try to put on this contradiction are very di-
verse. Rrofessor Cunningham’s argument in the matter runs as
follows: . - ' '
Like Kant, through whom it is well that Bergson be approached

-




