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NAPOLEON INTIME *
SECOND AR1 ARTICLE o

To understand the giants and how they are to be’

treated—whether worshiped as heroes or banded against
as public e¢oemirs, or haw-—is of consequence to
society. Now, Napolcon is the typical «nant in mind.
What, then, was his true nature?

Napoleon Bonaparte was, first and foremost, a Cor-
sican. He said: ** I am not a Corsican, as people think *';
yet. in truth, that element was predowioant. What sort
of beiug, then, wag the Corsican of Napolion's youth?
A aemi-ea\a"e-mseusnble. rude and blood-thirsty.
.I-Iavmg desires oﬂ the simplest, pot knowing what it

" :was to be undecuipd as to what he wauted, he pursned
his ends by the directest path, that of main force.. The

word ¢ scruple,” if /in his lexicon at all, only meaut for -

him a fear of God's vengeaunce. No doubt, a Corsican
of high culture—a Paoli—might rise a little out of this
circle of ideas. But Napoleon was not highly: cultured ;
be hadscarcely a decent education, exceptin the mili-
tary art. He wasf' not wmuch superior to a Tammaoy
brave. -At the begioning of the Consulate, he used to
call rentes viagéres- ** rentes .voyagéres,” amnistie ** ar-
mistice,” and pou#t culiminant ** point fulminant.” He
was not ashamed to learn, and a few years later all this
was chaoged. But pative insensibility and rudeness
could not sd guickly be outgrown. He always was a cruel
tease. He would pinch people’s ears, by way of caress,
until the blood came, uanless that be exageeration. le
delighted in making the most paioful speeches to ladies.
He xnerver failed to rémind peopie of their defects, even
_in his pleasante<t moods. To amuse Mme, de Bourrienne,

he told her how 1he young Lride of an officer biefore Tou-,

“lon, in consequence of a presentiment, had Legged him
\rithltears to dispense with her husbaod's servires on
one day, how he had <t¢rnly refused, and how he had.
.. seen the officer literally bisected by a shell. ‘- Booaparte
. laughed loudly while he described the ovccurrence wiih
harrible mmul:eness.'l He'had 1o ear nor soul for music.
He became restless when the merits of paintings were
discussed, tho we nmust remember that ‘those paintiogs
_ were Davil's, Doubiless, he could express himself with
classic lacomsm but it is’ precisely the strong impaesi-
* bility of that style that imparts to it its grandeur. He

h-d the ﬁnpa: nerceotive Incultv but that must not be
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had the finest perceptive faculty ; but that must not be
confounded with intense sensibility, which is, on the
countrary, unfavorable to discernment. Since Lombroso's
- researches, it must ba allowed that defectire sensibility

is a vastly significant trait. If it can make some men
-criminals we may guess that it can make others great
tamers of the human beast. We meet this physical in-
sensibility amony all those p2rsoos whose chief delight
is in hard facts, who show a keen appreciation of tan-

gible reality, and who are mot to be put off with fine,

feelings ; and Napo'eoh was one of these.

But the Corsican is by no means a arovelingly self‘sh
beiog. An honorable obligation is for him th'. most
sacred thing in the world. He is capable, not merely of
facing danger for it, but of coosecratingtoithis whole be-

ing, from youthtoage. Those whoknort what vendettas A

are can testify that, to those who engage in them, they
apprar in the light of duties, Vendettas imply, too,
strong family affection, or, at least. clanbishness ; and
accordlngls clannishness has becn remarker asone of the
_ characteristics of Corsicans, It was strong iu Napoleon.
- In garrison at Auxonne, as second lieutenant, wishingto
send home somethiog to his mother, he denied himself
all amusenients and ate but once a day. The followi ing
year, being twenty.one years old, he insisted on takiog
his brother Louis and paying for bis board, clothes and
- education,‘ogtiof his own pay of $17.51 a month. This
‘reduced him to penwi¥, and forced ‘him to repounce
society. As soon as he hecame powerful he provided
splendidly for all his family, and always tolerated con-
duct on their part which contributed to his fall. Ile
never forgot an old acquaintance nor failed to help lnm.
Most averse to parting with any of those who had been
long pear him,.he never wonld suffer the humblest
domestic to be dxschnr;.,cd from the palace except by him.
self, With his Corsican clanaishuess, sucha thing would
be derogatory to him. Nor cau the psy chologist doubt
that fidelity to the duties of his situation often F\elped to
sustain bim in trying circumstances, and through long
years of incessact fatizues. What but a sence of propri-
ety could have kept him rigidly economical in his per-
sonal expenses, even in the days when he was distribut-
ing Jargess 10 his followers with both hands?

Oorsicaus resemble savages it their deep cunnmg and
mendacity : and in this; it is needless to say, Napoleon
was g Corsican among Corsicans, He was ulways proud
of his powers as a liar, and u-ed to tell with delight how,
when be was a child, his uocle Fesch used to say he
would be ‘sure to govern men. and to govern well, be-
cause he never told the truth under any circumstauces.

 Talleyrand exclaimed : * This straoge being contrives to
- feign even the very passious that really mive him "—a
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‘ping iovolved an instinctive psychology, which had been

‘ serious calumny. If ever a young'man was- self-forzet-

‘who kuew bis interior testify that he sennudy endan-

shallow remark for sll public men do that. His cun-

strengthened by incessant "reflection and experimenta-
tion. It was.scientific savagery. He loved to play tricks -
on people and cruelly to surprise them. Nor could he.
resist the temptation to cheat at cards and at chess. -
The Corsicans, tho rude and iasengible, are, peverthe.
less, men of volcanic passione, and resound to the whole

gamut of human emotion from fiercest to tenderest ;and |

this was true of Napoleon. That he was subject to
burats.of rage is admitted by all writers, tho, no douht,
like an aogry child, he hightened the performance in
order to terrify people. But Taine, following his
trusted authoritics. maintains that he was incapable of
love and, indeed, of every hwman affection. In fact,
Taine agrees with Chaptal in pronounciog that he bever
experienced a generous sentiment. This, howerver, is
contrary to the Corsican nature. Itis contrary to the
principles of psychology, by virtue of which no t‘ngnl
Macchiavelli nor Mephistopheles can have the power to
subdue multitudes to his worship. It is equally coatrary
to the facts of Napoleon's life.

To call Napoleon incapable of love is too absurd to be

fully in love, 1twm Napoleon Bonamrte with J osephine,
His acts. his refrenations, his casual éxpressions dropped
to his officers, betray it unmistakably. Snbsrquently he
loved and was beloved by Mme, Walewska. To prononace
him devoid of Limlﬁ feclings when M+tternich and all

gered his throne by weak, indulgent laxity toward the

faults of friends, is a plain effect of prejudice. He him- |

self repeatedly, in~his- correspondenu‘ ‘Olames his own
conduct iu this, foretellivg its terrible consequences,
recognizing his oblization as a public man to abandon
his friends to their own crimes, and yet unable to prevail
upon himgel{-to do so. Josephine said, ¢ He is tenderer
and weaker than anyboady has any idea of.” The truth
is'that, like most Corsicans, he was a highly emotional
feilow, easilv bursting.iato tears, easily enragrd, suffer-
ing poignant remorse when he bad been uaable to con-
trol himself, forever struggliog tc restrain and govern’
his own passionate nature, :

Such are the characters which belong to Napnleon as’

a Corsican, Passirg to.those pereonal 1o him, we re-
mark first his cxlr‘mrdmary physique. His pulse beat

less than sixty tinies a mioute. 'R-doubrable is the man
i

~whoee ordinary pulse is sixty, and’ terrible is his wrath,'}

His extreme pervousness greatly influcnced his career.’

He could pot bear to wait, aud was one of those who

pace the ﬁoor when they thiok. His enduraoce was so
Stmees¥ s b ie be amseld aib in tha eaddle for twelve, or
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singular that he could sit in the saddle for twelve, or
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even eighveen, hours on a stretch, his braiu all the while R ) ) | ’ : ‘ T
in intense action, without once dismoumm;z. His con- . ’6(’7‘0 o . v -~ December 28, 1893.4
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versations with hizminisiers were §0 delanled. exhaust-
ive and lergrhy, that he tired them Il “out, aud almost
broke down the strongest, altho his own act.mn' far ex-
ceeded the sum of theirs. Sayx, Chaptal =5
“QOne day tbe ‘First Consul told me he wlqhed to form a
military school at Fontaineblean, and acqumnu-d e with
its principal features. He ordertd me to draw :ap the
whole in articles, and to hring it betimes vext day. I sat
up all nightabout it. Ia the marving, when besaw it, he
pronouoced it well enough but incnmplete, and presently
dictated to me in three hours a project of organization in.
517 articles. -Verily, a more perfect conception never ema-
nated from heud of man.” .
His powcey of will was stupendous. An insubordinate
subaltern, s a chief hé hent everybody b2reath a Dra-.
conian sway. Hisown brain had to obey him with the
same military disciplive. He pever permitted bimself
to think of anything until the proper 1ime came, when
its turn.did come instautly concentrating upon it the
whole stress of his miud, and keeping it before him for -
ax long a time as he chose. Hence, the two characters

in him, the natural man and the creation of his volition.

His greatest intcllectual capacity was his comprehen-
sive grasp of intricate problems, He was a Paul Mor-
phy, not limited to a particular suhject, A markedly
mathematical mird, he subjected everything to rapid
pumerical calculation. He was alwo a fair geowmetrician,

. His memory wus prodigious, his swiftnessin assimilat-
ing positive facts astoundivg. It was the incessant
activi'y of ‘bis reflections, which (he said)vent on con-
tinvaily, in society, at table, in the intervals of dictation
while listening so kindly as healways did to what people

. had to say—it was this, combined with pative retentive-

pess and a Herculeaa energy of recollection, giving him
absolute and instunt command of .all be had ever pon-
dered-over-which doubtless accounted for his scemingly
magical presence of mind and prompt comprehension of
a pew situation. More thao one batile was saved to am
by the facility with which he adapted bimself to altered

"gtates of things, and instantly adopted vew and compli-

cated plans, without confusion.

Yot this adaptibility and readiness of ~acquisition was
mainly confined to positive fa=ts aud to matters capable

of visual representation, and did not ghow itself about -
words, music or other souuds, nor about muscular
gensations, nor about sentimepts. Italian aod French
were his only langnages. Tho much in Germany,
he knew no word of German. He could. not bum any
" familiar air correctly, Again, his movemems were uot .

| graceful. Yotwtthﬁtandmg his psy‘c’holdgxca.l tuc:, bis

France and of self.

sppeamnce in society was decidedly awkward. He did
not dauce; he could scarcely handls a pen. So, too, his
taste in literature was a little crude. He sdmired the

1 ranting Corneille, not the accurate Racine. Voltaire, the

acknowledged king of French prose, he abominated,
He was pre-eminently a man of inagination. Indeed,
he was quite an acrial castle.builder. Only his castles

‘ ooce elaborately erected iua air, he had a way of patieot-
‘ly copying them on solid earth. His fancies were

geither very elevated por very artistic but they intoxi-
cated him. They were drea‘os of conquest aud triumph.
They caused his rise, and they caused his fall. They
puffed him up and made him rash. Heunderestimated
his cuemies ; he lookc.i upon his fellow-men as beings in-
ferior to himself, and he despised. them.

These seemed to be the chief tgaits of Napoleon’s char- ,
acter. To put them together, the admirablé and the
vile, in their proper collocation, and reproduce the man
would be a theme for the lyre of an epic poet. Napoleon
was veritably an epic hero—heroic in his greatness of
heart and head, heroic in his brutality. heroic in his

_abominable mendacity, heroic in the worship of his gos-

pel, heroic in his subjective blendmg of destmy of
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