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. ferred to, nor do I-propose to doso, but enongh

i trenches- at Vicksburgh is adverted to. Itisa

E and ﬁq}hﬁon’s “,L_i‘febot Gén; G‘qorge H, v‘ylv'homas.’
.1 Bave neither purchased nor read the work re-

. quotations appear In your article to show that
" ‘'time and experience have not; cured the consti-
© tutional perversity of these authors., ) ‘
In your review, the now-celebrated letter
- written by Gen. Rawlins at nidnight in the-

" momentous document from a subordinate to
his commander. Not the -least among Gen.

‘tance than
Quincy.

Maxwell and Dayton, or even

In a word, cannot the harm done by Mr.

Quiney’s treachery to the causs of civil-service .
reform be more guickly remedied by putting
him, where he belongs, with the Hills, Shee-
hang, Platts, and Mhrphys, than by charging
all the 4 false doctrine, heresy, and schism * to
the President’s account? Give the devil his
due and start a column for Mr., Quincy., H.

UmMvERSITY CLUB, BosToN, November 9, 1808,

ters show an earnest desire to bring ' their
work into barmony with the requirements of
the best college of their section. If the best,
colleges of the South could unite ina larger
association of this kind, great good would un-
doubtedly result. Even weaker colleges would
soon.see that it would pay them to elevate
their standard, to, cut off preparatory- classes,
or, if such work must be done, to turn it over
to a preparatory school wholly distinct from
the regular college organization.

" Grant's claims to greatness is the fact that he
* - selected Rawlins and kept him where he was,
.and allowed him to write: such a letter and
profited by 'its’ admonitions, You say justly
-z~ that the letter bears internal evidence that
- Gen, Grapt did not indulge in the habit of
" . drinking to the extent of injuring the cause he
~ . "served.. While this.is true, I wish to add that
: Gen, Rawlinis' hiniself, of record, certifled to
- the'same éffect, . When the latter went East in
1884 to assume the duties of chief of staff to the
. '-commander of the United States armies, he
. -latt many of his pspers in the care of his neigh-
'  bor and friend; Gen. J ohn E, Smith of Galena,
/1L, the first éolomel of the celebrated ““Lead
- Mine Regiment,” who by genuine  military
. ‘talent and personal warth attained tho posi-
" tion of :brigadier and brevet ‘major-general
- during the war. The same qualities preserved
for him the friendship of Generals Grant and
.=+ Bawling till their death. Gen. Smith now, re-
mides in Chicago, & colonel upon the retired list
‘therégular army. The very fact that he
the depositary. selected by Gen. Rawlins
private papers indicates his nearniess
“chief of staf”; and all who know him'
yimich confidence. I have seen, read,
s Jotter; all of which is fn tlie
f Gen, Rawlins. Upon the back
éndorsement in the same handwrit-

oz S

“Thi fa.an

The éxperience of Vanderbilt University for
the past six years has demonstrated beyond a
doubt that, even with the present lack of
training-schools, it is possible for an institu-
tion to maintain strict requirements for en-
trance. How much easler would this be if
several or all of the leading colleges of the
\ South would unite and stand together in the
gmands made on the schools. The. responsi-
bility in this matter rests on the stronger col-
leges, on those that have some endowment or
derive their income from State appropria- -
tions. The weaker institutions, which are
largely dependent on their tuition fees for
support, will make no further advance than is
forced upon them by the pressure -of public
opinion and the odium of comparison.

: . J. H, KIRELAND,

VANDERBILY UXIVERSITY,

NASHVILLE, TENN, November 6, 1898,

AD@KISSION TO SOUTHERN COLLEGES.

To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION:

BIr: The two articles on the above subject
-that have appeared in recent numbers of the
Nation open a chapter of Southern education-*
al history which affords us no room for boast-
ing. The general inferiority of college train-
ing in the Bouth is clear, and it can hardly be
claimed that the signs of improvement are
many or marked. The tabulated statements of
your. corresponden from New Orleans tell
their own story, but the saddest part is that
‘even the published requirements are upheld in
very few colleges with any degree of strictness.
A few words of conversation between the pro-
fessor and student are often considered suffi- |
cient to determine the class of .the applicant,
and it usually makes but little difference
whether the published requirements have been
complied with or not. " The vagn; of state-
ment that is frequently met 'witl}f in the pub-

‘lished requirements of Boutherry colleges dit-
fers materially ‘from the growing ‘tendency.
visible in Northern institutions towards inde-
finiteness in the prescribed requirements for
admission to college. The one is the vagueness
of chacs, the othgr the brevity of ‘conceded
facts.” A gimple. card .with ‘ the inscription
‘At home” may besufficient to: bring together
An New York a brilliant gathering of men and
women with shining silks and flashing pins, but |-
this effect could hardly be produced by so sim-
'Pl6 & means in Zululand, - The published re-
quirements of Harvardin Latin, to wit; * The
translation "at, sight of ‘average passages from
Cicero aud Virgil, with questions,” may be
"Plain enough for Boston, but such words would
‘be understood very differently a few degrees
‘nearer the equatar. : R

- The only hope for Southern education is
that the colleges may in some way be brought
together; and may come to.some agreement as
to the -amount necessary for. admission to the
freshman class. . Then schools would' spring
up. to do_the necessary - work, and improve-
ment in-every ‘grade of instruction might be-
confldently expected. - For this reason the sug-
gestion of Mr. Harfington that there be formed
& Southern’ Association of Colleges and Pre-.
1 paratory Schools_is' most timely -and com-
‘mendable, The way i8. being _prepared for.
such-an assoclation. by State ‘organizations;
| such ‘a8 the -one that has existed in. North.
/| Carolina for two years. . I am glad to say that | -
| Tennesses is not; behind North Carolina. in this | -
espect, - Six.y £o, through the effo

erbilt T 'ass0 N

CONUNDRUM.

"To TBE EDITOR OF THE NaTiON:

_B1r: Part VI of Murray's Dictionary seems
to afford the derivation of the word conun-
drum, though the editor fails to notice it. As
he says, there is evidence that it is an Oxford
word, and he gives the following from Bedell,
% These conin}amm’a whether Kedll or Nomi-
nall, went down with Erasmus like' ¢hopt hay.”

There surely‘can be no doubbwhat this word
is. The reference to realists and nominalists
shows that something in the scholastic philoso-
phy is referred to; and “ confmbrum  is easily
recognized as meaning argumentum Conim-~
brioum. The doctors of Coimbra, in  their
celebrated commentaries published in the six.
teenth century, have in all cases a great deal
to say of the ‘‘multiplex significatio” of one
word and another. - -Indeed, such remarks ars. -
thelr great weapon. . They wused it for all it °
was worth, and a little more, Accordingly, a
dealer in verbal quibbles might naturaily have
been called by Oxford studénta a Bonimbricus,
and his quillet Conimbricum argumentum,
The ofiginal ¢, which this hypothesis requires,*
18 preserved in another old ‘form of the word,
* conuncrum.”. : Conimbrica was in the six-
‘teenth century the most;usual‘Latin form of -
the 'name Cofmbra, though Confmbria is also -
‘common.Colimbria was obsolete, : '
S T o osP

rof.a -
--son addressed, and de vyegd:;:%r fi?s:eh: ;t'
. Jour: miles' from our heat%?uartersciu‘rear_ of
Vicksburgh., Its 'admonitions - were heeded,

-andallwent well,' " - T - RAWLING,”
Th Ves conclusivaly that, at some sub--
sequent time to the date. of ‘the. letter, and be-
oré May 1, 1864, Gen: Rawlins asserted, with
“his:own pen and under his own signature, that
. Grant did hiot drink during such period.
roves, , that while-all men may not be.

s0me are.—Very respectfully, e
Cn .. L.B. CROOKER. -

‘MxDOTa, ILX., November 6, 1898, o

MR QUINCY ‘AND THE PRESIDENT,
o 7sin Eprron op Tux Natioy: . =

ro his appointiment, was he?

,/ declare’ his ‘preference - for-

ym'dso,j




