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Irish Liocal Government, etc. Noonecan doubt
his patriotism or his sincere desire toarrive at
the actual truth; and no one will deny him the
right to use the motto {from Montaigne which
be places on his title-page: ‘ Ce livre est de
bonne foi.”

Demon-possession and Allied Themes; beingan
inductive study of phepomena of our own
times. By Rev. John L. Nevius, D.D,, for
forty years a missionary to the Chinese.
Fleming H. Revell Co. 1804,

How the belief in demoniacal possossion
(which is one of the most articulately express-
od doctrines of both Testaments, and which
reigned for reventeen hundred years, hardly
challenged, in all the churches) should have
become tho utterly dead letter which it now
is in Christian countries, i3 an interesting his-
torical question on which the present reviewer
is unable to cast light. Tts decay is far less in-
telligible than the decay of the belief in witch-
craft, which Ar. Lecky has so vividly attri-
buted to an unreasoned alteration of the intel-
lectual fashions of the age, for most of the old
witcheraft-accusations rested on direct demoun-
testimony, and the phenomenon which an-
nounces itself as demon-possession has never
ceaserd since men wers men, and is probably as
frequent at the present day in New York and
Boston as it ever las been at any time and
place in history. It follows at all times the lo-
cal and temporal fashions and traditiovs, and,
from causes whicl, once more, would form a
highly interesting prnblem to unravel, it has
with us assumed a benign and optimistic, in.
stead of a diabolical and hurtful form, consti-
tuting what is familiarly known to-day as me-
dinmship, It differs from all the classic types
of insanity. Its attacks are periodic and brief,
usually not lasting more than an hour or two,
and the patieut is entirely well between them,
and retains no memory of them when they are
over. During them, he speaks in an altered
voice amd mauner, names himself differently,
and describes his natural self in the third per-
son as he would a stranger. The new imper-
gonation offers every variety of completeness
and energy, from the rudimentary form of un-
intelligible automatic seribbling, to the strong-
est.convulsions with blasphemous outeries, or
the most fluent ‘‘inspirational’ speech. Imi.
tation is a great determining factor, and sug-
gestions from the bystanders are readily
adopted and acted out. Exorcisms of various
sorts often succeed in abolishing the condition,
and the possessing spirit often makes treaties
and compacts with the bystanders and carries
them faithfully out. The copdition may be-
come epidemic, as in our own ‘‘developing
circles,” or in those Alpine villages whose ‘* bys
tero-demonopathy ” has recently been so well
described by the French and Italian medical
officials Constans, Chiap, and Franzolini; but
more often it is sporadic and individual. At
any rate it is a perfectly distinct and it may be
a perfectly -spontaneous ‘‘morbid entity” (as
a Frenchman would say), or natural type of
discase, and its essential characters seem to
have been quite constant in every age and
clime.

Of its causes, apart from suggestion and imi-
tation, absolutely nothing definite is known,
the psychical-researchers being the only per-
sons who at present seemn to believe ‘that it of-
fers a serious problem for investigation. The
Charcot school has assimilated it to hysteriy
major, with which it unquestionably bas gene;‘-

" ric affinities, but just why its speciflc pecukj-
arities are what they are, this school leaves

upexplaioed. Tho name hysteria, it must be
remembered, is not an explanation of any-
thiog, but merely the title of a new set of prob-
lems. The tendency to prophesy, to profess
to reveal remc : facts, to make diagnoses and
heal diseases, ure among the commonest fea-
tures of the demonopathic state.

Dr. Nevius is vouched for by the two editors
of the book before us (he having died before its
jublication) as a singularly learned, versatile,
and accurate man. His volume contains, in
addition to a large amount of comparative
natural history of the subject and a mass of
biblipgraphy, a number of interesting first-
hand observations made in China., As in
the Grecian oracles, in India, Japan, Polyne-
sin, and elsewhere, the possessed person is in
China prone to speak in the pame of a god.
This god often demands a sbrine, worship, in-
cense, food, and burnt-offerings from the
household, and throws the patient into con-
vulsions if these are withheld. Sometimes,
again, & departed relative or other human be-
ing announces itself as the possessing spirit,
but we seem not to hear in China of fox-de-
mons as we hear of them in Japan. Dr. Ne-
vius's book containsagreat variety of cases, of
which we have unot space to extract a speci-
men. They are collected by missionaries or
native Christian converts, and the remarkable
thing about them is the almost invariable ef.
ficacy of Christian rites and invocations in
setting the possessed person free. In China
the name of Christ would seem to bave even
greater power to drive out demons than it had
in Europe in the ages of faith,

One case related by the author has o curious
analogy to one of the New Testament miracles.
Two women of a Chinese village having been
dispossessed by Christian services,

‘“an extraordinary camamotion occurred among
the fowls, who after a while cowered
up in a corner of the yard in a state of
fright. The swine also belonging to tho family

. were put into a singular state of agi-
tnt)on rushing about the enclosure, running
over each other, and trying to scramble up the
walls, The swine would not eat, and this state
of dizquiet continued until thev were exbaust-
ed. These manmfestations naturally excited a
great deal of interest and-remark, and were
accounted for by the summqltmn that the de-

mons had taken po%es&lou of the fowls and
swine" (p. 400).

Itis but just tosay that this particularaccount
isatsecond hand, the witnesses being a Chinese
family of converts. Such as it is, Dr. Nevius's
book is one of the best vontributions to the
natural history of the subject, and a stepping-
stone towards that not yet existing book
which some day will treat tbis class of pheno
mena in a thoroughly objective and unpreju-
diced way, bringing it into comparison with al}
the otber features of the “subliminal” life of
which it is one modification.

Major James Rennell and the Rise of Modern
English Geography. By Clements R. Mark
ham. Macmillan & Co. 1805. [The Cen-
tury Science Series.] 8vo, pp. 232.

It is a singular fact that Great Britain, with

possessions in every poart of the world, should

bave produced so few geographers. She has
sent out & host of distinguished explorers who
have added vastly to our knowledge of the

earth, buc the task of constructmg “tho mo- .
ther of all the sciences " has been left malnly to”

Continental scholars. Had not the subject of

this blogruphy been incapacitated early, in life.

from active service, it is not 1mposslble that
England might have had to wait another balf-
:-eutury for a great scientific geographer, Ihe

//

.. 7
story of Major Renpell's uneventful career is—/

quickly told. e was barn in 1742 and enlist-
ed in the navy as a midshipman at the age of
thirteen. In 1763 ho entered the service of the
East India Company and was made Surveyor-
General of Bengal. Badly wounded in a fight
with the natives in 1766 (not 1776, as Mr. Mark-
ham incorrectly states), his constitution was
permanently injured, This and his arduous
labors in connecticn with his fleld survey com-
pelled his retirement in 1777. The remaivder
of his life was spent in London, where bo won
for bimself by his mwaps and bis writings the
place of ‘‘leading geographer in England, if
not in Europe, fora period of fifty years.” He
died in 1830 and was buried In Westminster
Abbey.

Major Rennell had this ilnmense advantage
over many other great geographers, D'Anville
and Ritter, for instance, that he had been a
surveyor, both afloat anc ashore, before he de-
voted himself to the study of geography as a
science. Much of his work, therefore, has a
value beyond that of a were contributlon to
knowledge. ' His iuvestigations of the Atlantic
currents, for examnple, by which he became the
“father of oceanography,” distinctly dimi-
nished the perils of navigation. It was he, it
may be added, who first conceived of the Gulf
Stream as **an immense river descending from
a higher level into a plain.” His first impor-
tant published work was a ‘ Memoir of a Map
of Hindustan,” which passed quickly to a se-
cond and third edition by 1793, and gained for
him the Copley Medal of the Royal Society.
Following this was bhis ‘Geography of Hero-
dotus,’ w hich, together with the ‘ Illustrations®
of the Anabasis, was part of a contemplated
_great work on the ¢ Comparative Geography of
Western Asia,’ for which he gathered all the
materials, but which he did not live to com-
plete. In addition to these and other books,
he contributed papers to learned societies be-
sides aiding the various exploring expeditions
of his day. He was especially interested in
Mungo Park’s travels, and he prepared the map
which accompanied Park's account of them.

It is hardly necessary to say that no one is
so well fitted as Mr. Markham to be Major
Reungll's biographer: He jsin full sympathy
with the 100ter’s pursuits, and has the requisite
knowledge to enable him to put a just estimate
on what by accomplished. In fact, the book is
more thana biography; itis a onden:cd history
of geography, with sketches of distinguished
geographers from Strabo down to Sir Henry
Rawlinson. His abundant knowledge, indeed,
leads Mr. Markham to be needlessly exact in
minute, especiully genealogical, details. Ve-
casionally he errs in taste, as, for instance,
when, mentioning by name some relatives of
Mrs. Reunell's, be says, ‘‘the —=5 lived in a
very expensive style, and Mr. — -drove a
four-in-hand, so that when he died, in 1700, he
left his property much ombarrassed.” ;:Apart
from these petty blemishes, he bas produc'ed a
valuable book, and one a6 interesting as the
nature of the subject would permit. A useful
index is appended, but we miss, what would
have been even more desirable, a chronologi-
cal list of Major Rennell's works.

't!cn{al Development in the ('lnld and the
Race : Methods and Proceeses. By James
Mark Buldwin; M.A., Ph.D., Stuart Professor
of Psycbology in- Prmceton ‘University.
“With 17 figures and 10 tables. Macmillan,
1895, Pp. xvi, 496, -

I is not to be coricealed. that this book fo not

swells written,  The author himself makes no
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repetition of an agreeable stimulus; whereas
the fact is, that the organism possesses the
power of Imitation (Prof. Baldwin calls it),
of taking a hint, of eking out the gaps in a de-

effort to do so—he recognizes it rather with a
charming frankmess. He speaks of the con-

fiicting aims he bad in writing it, of his in.
ability to hit upon an arrangement of his ma-

consequence. Its occasion was the publica-
tion of the late J. A. Symonds's ‘‘ Shakspere's
Predecessors,” of which it is in part a critique,
and & just critique. Its most valuable por- a s

St e DS

e

;'fa! terial that would satisfy him, of the *“need of | fective environment and securing the repeti- | tion, however, begins after the critique is
E !', a patient reader before the page.” In spite of | tion of a desirable stimulus by efforts of its | finished, and consists of a sketch of the his-

?}L" iiberal warnings in the preface, and of state- | own. . tory of the English drawma from its origin to
R fuf’r ments of the problem and of what the several These tiwo positicis' Prof. Baldwin argues | the time when Shakspere entered upon his

chapters contain, the perplexed reader about | with much poiot, in detail. Of their impor- | career. This is, in some respects, the best

the three.-hundredth page is inclined to throw
the book aside, or to wish, when he finds the
scattered threads at last being drawn together,
that it bad been written just backwards. The
pages ore too full, too well-fed. There is a
cextrayproblem, & main discussion, but it lies
50 it Sedded in remarks and considerations by
the way that one is perpetually losing sight of
it. Prof. Baldwin is essentially an inquirer at
first hand, and he carries his method over info
his exposition; he begins with his apparatus,
he keeps ome in suspense, he determines his

. . N .
shortcomings, he goes into side issues, he shows

one his uncompleted work. With the best in-
tentions in the world he is bewildering. And
his sentences at times are as puzzling as his
order of exposition. And yet, when one has
" yented one's spleen, one's abiding impression
of the book is very favorable. Its pages
breathe something of the intimacy, the frank.
ness, the personal charm of a clever investi-
gator's note-book. The fragmentary state of
somo of the experiments, the loose threadsand
ragged ends, give one the not unpleasant sense
of being admitted behind the scenes, of seeing
science in undress—in the making. And the
substance of -it -all—of the experiments and
discussions themrelves—is capital.

‘Mental Development: Methods and Pro.
cesses’ is a preliminary volums to be followed
under the same general head by a companion
sub-entitled ‘Interpretations: Educatioual, So-
cial, and Ethical.! Prof. Baldwin regards it
as the fundamental weakness- of current soci-
ology that there exists no theory of the socius.
It is this deficiency which his projected volume
will endeavor to supply. The present one,
leading up to it, yet possessing an independent
value, deals with the evolution in theindividu-
al of conduct adapted -to environment and of
voluntary self-control. The hypothesis which
has hitherto obtained the widest acceptance is
best known in the form Prof. Bain gave it in
his ‘Emotions and the Will. Granted, it
says (what seems to be the observable fact),
that the earliest movements of the new-born
individual are qnite.at random, and that anc-
tivity which results in pleasure tends to be
continued and that which results in pain to
be stopped, it may be shown according to

mere natural selection how there would arise,

in the lapse of time habitsof pursuing pleasure
and avoiding puain, and a connection more or
less complete between pleasurability and
wholesomeness, pain and harm. This hypothe-
sis, so far as it goes, Prof. Baldwin accepts,
but it goes nothing like the whole way.

(1) It proceeds as if all pleasures and pains
came to the organism originally as effects of
(random) movement on its part—whbich is in
the majority of instances quite the opposite of
the truth—*‘ turns the case completely over,”
as Prof, Baldwin says, “and stands it on its
head.” It is the environment (including the
living creatures that in part constitute it) that
commonly takes the initiative, brings to bear
on the organism some fresh stimulus of plea.
sure or pain—it is to this in the main, if not
' exclusively, that the *‘random movements,”
when they exist, are due,

{2.) It proceeds as if the organism were en-
tirely dependent on the environiment for the

tance as completions of the Spencer-Bain theory
of development, there can hardly be dispute.
But whether the second of them is as distinctly
an addition to that theory as is the first—
whether Imitation is an independent factor in
the result—is something more doubtful. Ad-
herents of the Spencer-Bain theory have com-
monly held that, if the hypothesis of random
movements and “lucky” chances would ac-
count for adapted conduct of any kind, it
would account for Imitation.

This is the main current of the book, but, as
has already been indicated, the discussion is of
a richness and breadth of which the foregoing
gives but a scant idea. Notably there are
some admirable chapters early in the book on
Distance- and Color-Perception by Infants, the
Origin of Right- Handedness, the Rise of
Tracery Imitation and the Origin and Analy-

'sis of Handwriting, and on Suggestions.

Essays and Studies. By John Churton Col.

lins. Macmillan. 1895.
UNDER the unpretentious title of ‘ Essays aud
Studies,’ Mr. Churton Coliins has collected into
a single volume flve of his countributions to
periodical literature. Two of these papers—
¢“John -Dryden” and ‘‘The Predecessors of
Shakspere”—are of tounsiderable importance.
The third, ¢ Lord Chesterfleld’s Letters,” is in-
teresting, but drives its thesis to such an exag-
geration as to fail of convincing. The fourth,
“The Porson of Shaksperian Criticism,” is a
labored attempt to rehabilitate Theobald. The
fifth, ** Menander,” is of little moment. We
shall confine our remarks to the first two es-
says, contenting ourselves, as to the fourth,
with the suggestion that Mr. Collins is not the
discoverer of Theobald, though he seems to
tbink so.

Everybody knows Mr. Churton Collins’s cri-
tical style, that curious combination of clear-

.ness, vigor, browbeating, and exaggeration,

inspired throughout with zeal to reverse some
verdict of history. When the offensive quali-
ties are held in check—or, in other words,
when Mr. Collins does not forget his manuers
—the directness and perspicuity of his diction
are refreshing in these days of superfine criti-
cal slang and cant. One is always sure that
he has & meaning and that he knows what his
meaning iz—two certainties not always attach-
ing to some critics less old-fashioned. Onefeels
sure, besides, that Mr. Collins is coming to
something, right or wrong, and that alsois a
comfort, All these good qualities are present
in'the essay on Dryden, which is a good speci-
men of sober and virile criticism. We doubt
if there is anything better on the subject.
The author's weakness for reversing verdicts
contents itself with a defence of Dryden’s per-
sonal morality, and such a defence can do no
harm if it brings the reader to cousider. In
literary matters the critic holds’ the balance
well, and does not sacrifice truth to rhetoric
If he adds nothing to our knowledge of facts,
he at least assists the settlement of our opi-
nions. o .

The second paper in the volume, that on
“The Predecessors of Shakspere,” is not
better done than the first, but it is of more

piece of work that Mr. Collins bas ever done.
It is a rapid sketch, and not always well-
proportioned, but it has striking merits. In
particular it states the relations of the
English drama to Italian literature and to
the classics more clearly and forcibly than
they are stated elsewhere, and this is so con-
siderable a service that we can pardon the
inequalities, and even the inaccuracies, from
which the puper is by no means free. We do
pot feel sure that' Mr. Collins could write a
good history of the drama on a large scale—
that he is a poor editor was long ago proved
by his attempt with the plays of Cyril
Tourneur—but we cannot help wishing that
he had tried it. The result, whatever its
faults, would at least have possessed merits
to which the ponderous and over-estimated
work of Prof. A. W, Ward can wake no pre-
tensions. ’
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