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PUDBLIC INSTRUCTION IN ANTE-REVO-
LUTIONARY FRANCE.

To THE Ebttor oF THE NaTioN: .

St In yeur review of Mro Stanley Wey-
man's novel, *The Red Cockade,” vou state
that the author isin errvor in showing us the
Freneh peasant of 17880 as absolutely without
educatiom, Your reviewer says that recent
Freneh writers tell us that he was better eda-
cated vder the voedes pégive than during toe
half-century which followed the Revolution,
No authority is given for this assertion, wich
Was Q4 surprising one to me, as, boam osure it
must have been to nny of vonr readers, |
wish to guiote i apposition to his view o most
competent aathority. Miss M, Bethon Ed-
wards, the author of o number of statisteal
buooks upon Franee and the editor of the fast
edition of Arthur Young's < Travels Tn her
mtrodnetion to the Travels she says p. T

S One curious omission st have struck
most retedersor the Freneh travelss Thisgquick
and weenrate observerowho take s note of every
Jeet that meets his eve, whotravels the three
histarie hizh-ronds, diverging to the right and
tothe el mguist of infe rioation, never hy any
clinnee whatever mentions a0 villege school,
Had such <eficols existed, we mny be sare that
he would have sasited them, beqaeathing us in
a few graphie sentences an outline of theirplan
and workigz, The edueation of  the peaple
s a dend Tetter in France at the time he
wrote, Hercand there U e curd or frdres gn-
ool ns wioull gt the ehildren together aed
teach thens to roeite the eatechism or spell a
credo and phier nosters Writing, arvithinetico
sunel Tess the teaching: of FPreneb were decemed
tnnecessary.”

The Hevolutionury and Napoleanis wars -
duringg whicl the Fronch peasant was to be
found in arms all the way from Lisbon to
Moseow anust hnove necomplistied womnethingg
in broadeni: the min-ds of even the most nne
fettered nnds. Veterans o ere constantly res
turnimz to the villnge and the plough, and
others, verrmted frome the, seme cliass, were
taking their places in the ranks. Can it be
that, during all these ¥enrs of npheaval and
Prstioaniess, the Frenel peasant actually e
trograded mentadlyy The v tul advanes
of rural Franee in wealth ned the comtorts of
liviog durimg the pasteentory makes the broad
statements of your reviewer seern reckless,
erpeciadlvin the absenee of nospectie referenes
to the authorities to wihieh he vaguely nlludes,

| Yourstraly, Trovas BHowiss,
]'l\‘lll.ktllil iy, Pecember 16, 1500,

{}\rthur Young was mainiy an observer
of agricultural and cconomic conditions,
and Miss Detham-Fidwards was <o singu-
larly ignorant of modern works upon the
French Revolution as to be quite unfit to
supplement Arthur Young's deficiencies.
A large number of writers haye lately in-
veatigated the condition of p‘i"im:xry edu-
cation in IFrance during the eighteenth
contury, and their conclusions fully justi-
fy the remarks of the reviewer. The first
of these writers was the Abbé Allain,
whose volume on * I'Instruction Primaire
en IFrance avant la Révolution,’ published
in 1881, was followed by special studies
on tho samo subject by Albert Duruy,
Victor Pierre, Albert Babeau, the Abbd
Mageiolo, and by many local historians,
who entirely confirmed his conclusions on
the universality and efliciency of village
schools in France under the ancien »¢-
agitme. Some of thesge writere havae cona
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further, and, not satisfied with démon-
strating the excellence of primary educa-
tion in France under the fostering caro of
the curls in the rural districts, have
shown by statistics how the persecution
of the clergy during the Revolution al-
wost extinguished rural etlucation, and
left to the statesmen of the Convention
and to Napoleon the task of building up
a new system of national primary educa-
tion, '

Perhaps one citation of facts will be
wore cffective than assertions or referénces
tn\gxmgniz'ud. authoritics. In 1759 there
werey, in the districts which now form the
department of the NMeurthe-et-Moselle, 599
communes 5 in 996 of these there were one
or more schools : in 1801, after the Con-
sulate had been established and the Revo-
Prtion wus at an end, there wern schools
in only about 200. This statement is
talken from an article by the Abbe Mag-
gioloin the Lo e la Levolulion, vol,
4. p. 1157, and similar figures can be quoted
for Other dEpurtnients, such as those of
the Lot, the Nord, the Haute-Garonne,
anrd the Seine-Infdrieure — departments
sufliciently scattered to warrant the state-
went objected to in the review of Wey-
man’s book.  Upon the whole questipngof
the overthrow of the forner system of il
lage cducation—owing to the persecution
and emicration OF THe Freneh priests— and
the nicasures taken by the National Con-
vention to ineet the difficulty, our corre-
spondent may cons=ult an article by ’rof.
Morse  Stephens  of “Cornell University
upon U The Work of the Committees of
Loegislation and Public Tostruction in the
Convention,” which appearedin the Yo/
£ovvicw for Novemher, Is000 000 Naron,

ACETYLENE AND ALcool,

Torvie Foorror or Uit Nyrton:

Nt The  violent peetest utteired by
CChendst” eainst cortain stadetto nts abhout
the possiblescomereinl e of aecty lene,
shonld not be ailoswed to pass without com-
ment. The question of advantae ',.rm‘l".h'»
tivn of aleahol fronr acety bene s aot to st
tled inany sueh stnureary and off hand e bion
The possibility  or twpessibility of madiog
wood aleohol from 111;11'.~h>;:1~'ut afabulonsly
cheap price has no bearing Gu the mattor, 1t
isn problem by itseits and ehemistry does not”
indicate that the ~olution must be unfavorn-
ble, Ttis simply a cpestion of the cost of pro.
duetion sterting with cdeiunm carbide, as
wzinst the cost s hen grain is used, el st
be v orked out enppirvically, I the chenieal
reactions which are involved can boe cfeeted
on the lzu'g/u seale with something hke ©° o
retical results, carbide of ealeium ac =10 g
ton may very well enter the Jists uuuin,\lrgruin
asa profitable source ofaleohol,

As to the use of acetylene for illuminating
purposes, ' Chemist ™ savs that the original
elecetricity directly converted juto light must
inevitably be fur more ceonomieal than tiis
very roundabout nethod, implying  large
losses in lime, conl, and in electrical energy.”
If electricity could- be converted dinto Tight
directly, and without loss, as this statement
seems to imply, peetylene and indeed all other
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of all economical consideration. But elec-
tricity cannot be converted into licht without

Jdoss. There is loss from the instant that the

current leaves thu dynamo—loss. in the con-
ducting wires, loss in the transfornet; and
when the electricity which finally reaclies the
lamp is transformed into radiant energy, only
about five per cent. of this is light. The
muking of acetylene does not necessurily
anply large losses ineven such cheap materials
as coal and lime, and it is by no means *inevi-
table™ that the light given by acetylena gas
must be far more costly than the electric
light. The matter is not to be disposed of by
dogmatic assertion; it will be determined by
experience, and experience thus far indicates
that * Chemist ™ is wrong.

[t ix to be expreted that one who dismisses
the commercial elaims of acetyleneso abruptly
may bave rather hazy ideas in recard to the
character of chemical reactions and the trans.
formations of energy.  That this is the ecase is
certainly suggested by the languase which |
S Chewist ™ employs. According to Lim, ace.
tylene is = decomposed ™ into benzole thenzine)
or into aleohol: and marsh pgus is ©deconme-
posed ! by chlorine into methyl chiloride, Noye
of these reactions are  decompositions: the
first two are building-up reactions or syntlieses,

Jmd the third o substitution. Fnergy in the
“form of water power may be transfornnd into

electrical energy, awd this in turn is trans-

formed in the electrieal furnace into the heat

necessary to bring about the reaction hetween
Hme and carbon which vesults in the forma-
tion of calcinm car-ide; but * Chemist ™ has
it that water power is “dee amposed T into
clectricity, and electricity  into  chemical
energy which decomposes™ the mixture of
carbon awtd line, S,

Notes.

MATMILLAN & Couwill be the Ameriean prub-
lisliers of the * Lomdon Garland,” extraces (rom
Chaneere Ly dgate, Spenser, ete edited by W,
P Henley, swith Tonillusteations by the Sovjety
of Hhestraters, of which we zave a preliminary
aceount some weeks azo, '

Bin & Cocamounee for Febrnos o 1 Ine
dcetive Lozie" by William Gl Ballantin.
<ihbnt of Oherlin Collese,

Williamm 0. Bok o Flathush, Brookivi, oxe
peets to pmhlish next June = The Quoiet City,
are e Mizhity Penmnts o Waorld Fanneld

tioreennwond D antadning a et minber of

)
e

Views ol the monutents ated porteaits of the
distivcnished dewl of that cemerery. #
The wlvance shieets of the inteochetion 1o
the *Selections from the Coroners” Tl len-
ry TR to Heney Voo wlited for the Selden
Soctety by Do Cliarles Grass, aesistant pro-
fossonr of history at Hurvaed, e nosw al hand,
und it tvhoped that the wabune wilt beendy
tordistribution hedore the oles ol the venr,
It 15 notewerthy thed Do Groes s the tieet
Anertean editor of the society™ 3 ablicntions,
and his choier and the faet of s qualith ation
for the task ~how pleasantly that the hterest

dnthe preparation of anaterml for the teene

ment of Auglo-Sexon lecal bitory i< not con.
tined to our English brothers iu tie faw,

Lo P Potnam®™s Sons freve i poess s ilenads.
sane Fancies and Studies” G0 sequel to 0 e
phovion by Vernon Lee:s and dain of Are)”
Yoo Mes Oliphant.

Simultaneonsly with theexhibition of Thonas
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