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lustrated by twenty-four maps, battle-plans,
drawings of armor, etc.,, and the author

" makes full references to the authorities and

sources he has used. He {s no mere com-
" pller or translator, but handles his subject
like one familiar with moderm military- ldeas

and history, and with the reasons for thé.

- changes in arms, in wct!u and in discipline
which have occurred in different periods.
In this Volume he develops in an interesting
way the transition from the Roman in-
fantry legion to the Gothic cavalry corps,
with the causes and the very important con-
sequences of the change. The perlods of
Charlemagne, of the Byzantine Bmpire, of
the Crusades, the rise and development of
the use of the long-bow, and the progress
of slege-craft and fortification, are all con-
secutively treated in a clear and instructive
manner, : '

Mr. Ernest Law’'s catalogue of ‘The Royal

" Gallery. of Hampton Couft,’ which I8 pub-

ished In.a thick and handsome octavo
tume’ by George Bell & Sons, London

(New York: Macmillan), is a useful plece of |

work well done,- No pains seems to- have
been spared to make it "up to date” in the
wmatter of attributions and of blographical
and critical notes., There is much entertain-
ing matter in these notes, and though a work
of reference the book is far from dry read-
ing. It is illustrated with a hundred well-

chosen and well-executed plates two of them:

belng photogravures. One of these two Is of
Cariani’s “Venus Recumbent,” which does
not appear in the catalogue, &8, for some rea-
son, it-i8 not exhibited. - The last number
entered in the catalogue is 943, while the
number of this “retently discovered” Venus

18 1103, 8o that there would seem to be some’

one hundred and sixty ‘unexhibited pictures

_in’the collection. The Venus is apparently.a

very beautiful and interesting work. How
many of the hundred and-sixty are worth
exhibiting? The list of' Reglstry Numbers,
by the way, shows 1,140 pictures, but thirty-
three of these are accounted for by the cata-
loguing of several pictures under one num-
ber, as in the case of Ma.ntems "Triumph
of Julius Cemsar.”

We cannot glve much pralse to ‘Heir-
looms in Minfature,’ by Anne Holl worth
Wharton (J. B. Lippincott Co.). Ifs texture
is slight and of-the magasine-article order;
and while it contalns a good deal of old gos-
sip that mlght .amusing, it ‘somehow fails
to"Be readabte) The chapter on “Miniature
Painting Art” contains little that is
important,. unlm certdin ‘recipes: for *‘Hesh-.
color,” “etc., should - be 80 considered. The
many illustrations lndlcate that Jittle of real
artistic ‘merit has been yroduced by the
earlier miniaturists ot this. country. : :

It is dtficult to appraise fairly the value-»

of Mr; J..C. Van ‘Dyke’s ‘Nature for its Own
8ake’ (Scribnen) ‘The: author‘ap !
been “to ull lmntlon ‘to:that nature jar und

subject which I hope to consider more fully ’

hereafter.” How far will what he has here
written prove novel, stimulating, or illumi-
nating ‘to the average cultivated person of
literary taatea and some . love for nature?

That i8 & question which the painter or the

careful student of nature finds it hard to
answer. It is well-nigh impossible-for such
an one to. put himself in the place of the

Jooker who does not see, or to remember

how little he once saw himsell—to realize

‘thet the commonplaces of the landscape

painter- are the mysteries or the _paradoxes
of the public. -Mr. Vin Dyke bas seen na-
ture in many lands and under many condi-
tions, and has brought to the investigation
of its appearances eyes sharpened bythe long
study of plctures. Hq writes clearly and
simply, and indylges in little rhetorlc or
falge sentlment. His “first studles,” there-
tore, will probably reveal to many people
many things of which they were. unaware,
and will perhaps be of more service than
would a book made up of subtler and rarer
observations.

One ‘of the cleverest skits plcturlng the
Russo-Chino-Japanese situation is Mr.- J.

-Morris’s lively book, just out in London
(Lawrence & Bullen), entitled ‘What Will

Japan Do? A Fo t.” In the general
style of the ‘Battle of Dorking,’ it is very
valuable, from the author’s thorough know-
ledgé of the military geography of the coun.
tries lnterested, and of modern naval capa-
Dbilitles and, limitations. Formerly connected
with the Public Works service in Toklo, Mr.
Morris proved his grasp of the situation in
‘Advance Japan,” published in 1895. He
shows the Japanese able to cope with the
Russians by their superior naval training
and mastery of modern problems, holding

‘their own in Kores, and following- the ex-

ample of Great Britain in generous treatment
of China and in commercial Uberality ‘at
newly opened ports. He bellevec heartily
in the efficacy of the torpedo-boat.  On good
groun he feels ‘assured of Japan’ 5 solvency.

: prime object of Andrew Lang’s ‘Book
offreams and Ghosts,’ of ‘which a new edl-
is published by Longmans, Green & Co..

i# to entertain those who are interested in
those topics. But lntereat in such things
implies, at least’ ln ‘our days, a deslre to
form a general’ oplnlon about them. ‘Indeed,
the amusement eonnlats in the logical - exer»
clze, while the’ deeper’ nterest les ln con-
cern about a future lite. With great akill
the author alds the. formatlon of an opinion
by slmply selecting some eixhty of the best
attested marvels,: and’ nrmngtag them in
classes.in the order of their increasing mar-

. veliousness. - 'rhu.l, having - mceeded in.
‘swallowing. one . set of stories,- the reader; is
" immediately . offered another; ‘just.‘a..lttle
_more dlmcult. and.so on, until he aomewhm

drawsn.llne.'l‘hhmethodrmluln:

y | work - really valusble trom s sclentific polnt
{ ot ‘view: It 1n: ot inefely-in the"e3

pensable.” The verdict of good sense seems,

as far as we have been able to collect com-

petent opinions;: -still to be, on the whole,

somewhat against telepathy—not altogether

as an abstract proposition, but as an ex- -
planation of floating storles. The clrcum- -
stance that the theory has not yet resulted

fn the production 6f any new kinds of phe-

nomens, lends support to that verdict. The
dress of Mr. Lang’s collectlon is altogether

agreeable. -

It 18 a little strange that, after a genera-
tion of celebrity, Reye's ‘Geometrie der Lage’
should now.be translated Into English for: -
the first time. Part I. comes to us from the
Macmillan Co.. Prof. Helgate of Evanston
being the highly competent translator. The
original has long been used in some of our
American universities to great advantage. -
In .certain respects it i{s a more brilliant
book even than.the treatise of Cremona, and
it covers a somewhat wider fleld. But {ts
merits are too well known to need any com-
ment from us, Later researches into con-
tinuity go to show that Topology and not

.Graphic forms the real foundation and gene-

ralization of geometry; and the moment is
almost at hand at which Reye's book must
be superseded by one which ‘shall lny the
foundations of its logic deeper aull * Mean-
time, this well-executed translation, with &
useful preface, will serve & good purpose.
We shall speak more particularly of the ver-
sion in noticing the following part.

“The general ‘Catalogue of the Officers and
Graduates of Yale University, 1701-1898," has
just’ been issued at New Haven, together
with the ntty-seventh annual Obituary Ro-
cord,

. The prlnclpal article in Petermanna Mit-

teilungen, number five, is an elaborate de-
scription, with a colored map,-of the distri-
bution of the French, German, Italian, and
Romanic languages in the cantons of Grau-
biinden and Ticino. The number also con-
talos a discussion of the Chillan-Argentine
boundary, question, an account_of the Cali-
fornia earthquake of last March, and.an
estimate of the areas of the river-basins\ot
North Amerjcan and Australia. ‘
Thé ‘Soclety of Civil Enginedrs of France

commemoratés the fiftleth anniversary of

its foundatfon {n the July and August num-
bers ‘of its Bulletin. The Soclety was or-
ganized on the 4th of March, 1848, under the
preildency of Eugdne Flachat, and has .
gradually ' grown from & membership of -
fifty-six to one of thirty-two hundred. It
cohsfsted at first of four sections, but the

!recent rapid’ development of electrical sci-
“ence necesaitated ‘the establishmentin18920f

a fifth section, devoted especially to e]ec-
trlclty After occupylng temporary quartarl :

‘for many years, the Soclety was installed in
‘1891 in a commodlons bulldlng ‘of its-own,"

whlch was' dedicated with appropriate cere-
monies. i the. presence of the President of

‘the’ republie. ' The members. of ‘the Socjety
;have‘contrlbutod notatly to the success of
. the ‘various eéxpositions. at ‘Parls,- and are
- among - the principal promoters of the Bxpo-
: | sition of:1800. Reports on the prograss and
| development of:public works, raflways,:ap- - -
. plied -mechanics, mines .afid wetallurgy; tn-.. .
| dustrial: chemistry; physics, ‘and elestricity

are contributed by members of the different




