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The annual losses by escapes, alded or un-
--alded, the South could- and would have put

. litionists, with its inevitable effect upon the

“accepting at the hands of Congress and the

. ble contiguous confederacies been establish-

. The, orga

Feb. 2, 1899] -

The Nat-i‘on‘l.

which are among the most thrilling, heroic,
. traglc. and shameful in American annals.
‘One who desires to view the subject on this
side should turn rather "to Levi Coffin's
memoirs or to \Willlam Still's ‘Underground
Raflroad Records.’ ’

The work is not pure history. It is frank.
ly that of an entire sympathizer with* Under-
ground motives and methods. It has, fur-
ther, a thesis, which {8, that Underground
activity furnished a connecting link of sénti.
ment between the earller and the latter-day
abolitionists, and that the “institution’ had
a far larger part in determi g emancipa-

" tion—by telling upon the patience of the
slaveholding  oligarchy, and impelling them
Ato secession—than historians and biograph-
ers commonly allow, But this Is somewhat
0 contound two ‘factors in the situation:
one, the humane sympathies which led
Northerners of whatever political affiliation
to hide the outcast and speed him privily
on his way to a free 'country; the other,
the open revolt agafnst the Constitutional
proviston and _tlie Fugitive Slave Law In
pnrticular,/ﬁs"evmcéd by Personal Liberty
laws an/d~-<"lgllance sommittees, Shadrach and
Jerry-fescues, ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,’” and John
B/ro/wn’s wild scheme of a wholesale hegira.

up with but for the signs of the growing pub-
lic sentiment of abhorrence of slavery, with
desire and resolve to restrict-the extension
of the slave area. This manl(estat’lon of 4
militant Northern conscience ' was due al-
most wholly to the persistent, organized,
and uncompromising propaganda of the abo-

creed of parties. A man did not have to
be ‘& Liberty Party man, Conscience Whig,
Free-Soiler, or Republican to be merciful and
helpful to the fleeing victims of slavery—
It not systematically, at least on occasion,
Here there was no touchstone but a com-
mon humanity. But, had there been no spe-
cific anti-slavery agitation, we might to-day
be living under the conditions of 1860.

For ‘this hrgumenl, two facts are dec!st\}'e:
one Is that secession was fomented and pre-
cipltated by the ﬂre-t_mters of the Gulf States,
or the parts of the South \\'hlch suffered least
from abduction or fugaclousness. The other
is, that nothing but a divinely inspired mad-
ness prevented the leaders of secession from

States in 1861 terms of constitutional amend-
mentand guarantee which would have fortified
the Slave Power beyond its wildest dreams
in 1787. The real moral which Prof, Stebert’s
monograph points, though he does not (we
think) remaric it, is that had two incompati-

ed by secession on this continent, the Under-
ground . Rajlroad (Iimpossible to suspend as
long as man was man) would have speedily
led to a renewal of hostilities. To doubt that-
the Southern leaders foresaw this, is to dis-
credit their discernment; but then we must
infer that their aim was not independence,
but to make this country, in Lincoln's words,
“wholly slave”—that 1s, at ledst to make
slave property in transit inviolable in every
part of the Union. .
Prof. Sfebert’s explorations have gome-
times stopped short of first-hand authority.
P8 he professes ignorance of a Phila.
delphia "Undergroungd soctety of Quakers
censured by Washington in 1786 (April 12,
Rot May; .the cltation.is gt third hand).

"scientific designation a&nd symbol, which
should never be rejected nor changed except
for really substantial reasons, such as the

ly have been other~ than the *'Pennsyi-
vania Socfety for promoting the abolition of
dmvery, the reliet of {ree negroes unlawfully
‘held in bondage, and for. improving the con-
»dition of the African race.” It was at that
date on the point of revising its constitution,
-and in 1787 it made Franklin its first Presi-
dent. (See Edward Needles’s ‘Historical
Menioir' of thig saclety, Philndelphla, 1848;
or the late W, F, Poole's ‘Anti-Slavery Opi-
nlons before the year 1806, Cinclunati,<1873).
As Washington complains of- “a Yexatious
lawsuit respecting a slave,” the case and the
Society together are removed from the Un-
derground category. On page 219, pur author
cltes newspaper and magazine authority for
extending the operations of the U.'G. R. R. to
Nova Scotia as well as to Canada. > His “set-
tlements of ex-slaves near Ha‘li'\t‘ifx," how-
ever, are only the remains of th‘g'z Maroons
Introduced fn 1796 from Jamaica, Bnd most-
ly afterwards deported .to Sterra Leone. De-
pendence on Henry Wilson's ‘Rise and Fall
of the Slave Power’ has made. himmiss both
the exact date (May, 1843) of Mr. /Garrison's
address of welcome and promised succor to
tugitixes, and the significance of it.as a criti-
clsm'on a similar invitation pcnned]by Gerrit
Smith. For this he should turn toilthe Libe-
rator (13: 87). We have noticed one error on
page 99, 4h Francis Jackson's letter to Theo-

dore Parker, where *Brynes” stands for
The excellerit index

“[Anthony] Burnps.” I
escapes  this pitfall so far as to t‘l‘dmit';no
Brynes; but then Burns is—cbeatéd of an

entry due him. 4
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Jratter, Encrgy, Force, aind Worl:. By Silas

W. Holman.  Macmillan, -1898. gyo, T
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Véry competent physicists may have@"’d‘lf—:
ﬁcultx in forming perfectly clear concgpllgna .
of the fundamental deas of physics; and .
the more difficulty they have, thie ‘more !
likely' they are to want to write books on:
the subject, and the more deleter'lous' those "
books will be. These are the minds which ne--
glect the maxim of logic that the meanlng
of a word lies in the ‘use that is to :i)e made
ot it, so that every term of general physics
ought to stand for a definite gepg’ral phe-
nomenon; and whogver clearly apprehends
to what phenomenon a Physical ‘term re-

| differential caleulus and of logic itself;

;| tlon of nature

any light occasion violate all usage in this
matter, any more than in any other. For
instance, the word gravitation {s appropriat-
ed by all writers to that fixed attraction be-
tween distant bodies which varles only as
their mass, while gravily is used for the ac-
celeration of bodles toward the earth under -
the influence of gravitation combined with
centrifugal force. It I8, therefore, injudi-
clous for Mr. Holman to attempt to re-
verse this practice by calling that “gravity"
which I8 known as gravitation, and that
“welght” which is known as gravity. He
seems to be particularly enamoured of the
word “kinergety” for kinetical energy; but
it is not Iikely to be adopted.

As an example of the want of clearness
of the book, we may take the following,
which is printed tn italfcs: “The suffictent
evidence that all resistance is due to the -
action of energy lies in the fact that through
resfstance cbange in state of xﬁotion of bo-
dies occurs,” If, however, by “‘due to the
action of energy” is meant, as should be’
meant, due to thgz production by kinetical
energy of changed positions with changed
-positional energy, and the production by the
distribution of posltionn} energy of accelera-
tions working changes of kinetical energy,
then it ig plain that, unless the conservation ~
of energy be assumed at once, a resistance
need not be “due to the action of energy.”
Great fallacles may lie hiq behind the word
“dye.”

Le Sage’s theory of ‘gravitation {s discuss-
ed, without belng criticised from logical
point of view, But it this theory is pro-
posed in the hope that impact and a wonder-
ful elasticity of incompressible bodles may
supersede positional energy,’then it would
scem to be a blow aimed at the ideas of the
for
it would be an endeavor to form g concep-
as discontinuous, and conge-
quently as radically. unintelligible as pos-
sible. 1, however, positional energy and

J| @ction at a distance are not to be attacked,

why not .admit that gravitation {s such an
’action, until some facts are ascertained 1o
‘the contrary?

. 'The vortex-atom theory Is regatded with
Ereat favor by Prof. Holman, Yet, though
mathemat{cally only | too profound, it s
logically not much better than the theory of
Le Sage, being an attempt to get rid of

fers, has'Eothing further to learn about that
term except its grammatical construction.
For instance, the word mass qer;'/es to ex-
press the law of action and reaction. It
mass is defined as “‘the quantity of mat.
ter,”” then what is meant is the quantity of
matter as measured by action and reaction.
Mass, theretorg, has to be distinguished
from 1ccight, it by weight we refer to the
pull’ toward the earth against the elasticity
of a spring-balance, But to introdqce dis-
tinctlons of terminology whtcl; refer to no
differences in the phenomena, s an idle
pedantry that only confuses at. once the
language and the ideas of students, and puts
them out of rapport with the body of scien-
tific men. Prof. Holman’s word “weightal"
18 a8 superfluous a8 it is unbeautitul, » -

action at a distance in another way. As for
Prof. J. J. Thomson's verifications of its re-
sults by chemistry, they are too trifling to

1 have much weight, not to speak of the difii-

culties they involve. There is nothing but
@ priori metaphysics against action at a dis-
tance, which g indissolubly bound up with
the principle of energy. :. '

" Prof. Holman allows -himself to treat with
stlent contempt Newton's theory that space
is an absolute entity, although it is'a sclen-
tific doctrine based upon the fact that bodies
tend to preserve their absolute aspects of ro-
tation. ‘He falls Into German metaphysks
in Eti:ceptlng as self-evident ngbnlz's hy~
pothesis that space and motion are entirely-
releﬁilv'e, 2 notion unsupported by‘fu.cts. Some

The only way to keep scientific terminolo-
gy free from confusion is to recognize the
right of him who introduces a given con-
ception Into sclence to confer upon it its

previous use in anothefr signification of the

nization in question can thard-

~ 2

of the German upholders of this ‘doctrine say
that bodies do not preserve their plau;es of
rotation absolutely, but only relatively to an
otherwise unknown body, which they name
“Body Alpha.” This “Body Alpha" is for
all intents and purposes identical with New-
ton’s Absolute Space. Dr. Ernst Mach wishes
to™ substitute for Body “Alpha the fout en-
semble of the bodies In the universe. The

word chosen. "No man of sense will upon,

.

ldea that a distant star by its motion’

"




: {ynamics, is contmry to. all experience. and
. subversive of the valldity of space as'a repre-
»oentatlon of the -relationg ‘of ‘things. . These.
" people malntoln that it is just as true to say.
.that: the eartlx stands still, whﬂe the ‘heavens
.- -move’ rpund it, as:the: reverso. so that we
‘may. say, V\Ithout falsehood’ that, by moving
B round the earth,: the stars ‘produce .the : phe-
- pomeng of centrlfugal force on the  earth.

"This is action at & distance, with avengeance.

Itls to be remarked that. the..preservation
‘.ot the plane.of: -rotation depends' upon the
'la\» that a body unacted on. by’ any force
moves tn'a right line; and. it the nspect “of

" ‘the. plnne 48 not absolutely preserved, then
. 'the body moves in‘a straight line, not ab-’
solutely. but ouly relntlvely to Body Alpha

e or to-whatever. substitute tor. thot fetish may

be lma.gined. All this because the Leibnigi-
“ang obstlnately ddhere to a-metaphysical nio-
. tion that does not fit the observed' facts... .
. Geometers are unonlmously agreed Lhat it
‘18" mpo(ﬁble to’ prove that the sum of the
‘anglesot trinngle equals two rlghtanglesex-
ept by a premlse as little axlomatic a8 Eu-

<] . For o that case two bodles moy
have any velocily in ‘any dlrectlon and- yet
remaln at rest relattvely'td ‘one another Now,

‘humble lltue ‘provlnclal ‘was ensrosaed wuh
“the -more. fnmllior and- lntlmote incidents of
‘Nte... He paihted his contempornries ay he

EawW them, the men -In thefr’ cafés, the women

“‘in their hcmes. ‘he’ paluted the people walt-

\ng n ‘Hne for the -distribution of milk -in

days of dlstress, aud for-the, dlstrlbutlon of

wine in. days:of rejolclng. he pxﬂnted~ ihe.
departure of the conscripts ond the arrival
of the Intest news; he pnlnted the crowds in

‘the. Louvre staring at David's: famous ple--

ture of Lhe Coronaticn, and the crowds ‘In
the streets gathered to see the -start of the
dl]igonce In a word, hc painted just those
things which the artist of his p,enemuon,
nupposed ‘to_ be insprred by Greece, despised
as petty and’ trhlal theugh to us they are
far more nmusing then the toga- dmped he-

“roes and the correctly balanced groups of

the Llnsmcnl painter.

Much the same subjects are repented in the
lithographs of Boilly, who was one oi the

“first to practise the art of Senefelder as soon

as {t. was fairly introduced into Paris by
Lasteyrie and Engelmann His prlnts some-

‘times, to tell the truth, are wery tiresome.

‘We: have obsolutely no potlence wlth the

‘series .of : (}rimaces by which he- is best

known, though it -oaust be. admitted that the
exaggeration of feature and form that frri-

-tates us-was quite in. accord with the tashlou

of the time.  Even Doumier, later. on, often
enongh tell inlo the same .trick. But what-

| ever loult you choose. to find in them, the

‘fdct- remnlns that Boilly's paintings and
drnwlngs and llthographs are invaluable ‘a8

.a chronicle of a very important and very

fascinating perlod in ‘French social history.
1t is for, this .reason we are glad that M.
Harrlsse hns thought it worth whﬂe to make

.a catalogue of them, and the Soclété de-§.
_Propogatlon des Lwres drArt has been wnl-
|| ing to publlsh it. T

M, Harrlsse has done his work thorougmy

.and excellently.. He ‘hag pretoced his cata-
‘logue wlth a gketch of Boﬂlys life and an’

estimate of his work Of the artist's life,
there 18 not ‘much_ to tell. He was born’ in
1761, at La Bassée, a little’ t,own in the
neighborhood of . Lille. He “as trained to be

‘a house ; pninter, but his ambition was _to

make himself a painter of pictdFés, and he

. manoged to earn.. epouglr money. chiefly by

ponralm, to settle In.Parls’ in 1785. He mar-

. rled he had. mapy children, he: worked qulet-

Iy, despite the soclal upheaval that was -dis-

-'orgunlzing France. " Only .once ‘was_he- ln-

terrupted when the engravlngs atter his
pletures were thought too gallant and gay

vby a, R.epublican Soclety of Arts‘. and ‘he- had

alwoys be prlzed tor his subjecta rother thm
for its. artistic. mierit, If- he: ‘will ‘not be-re

. artist. "

clares that he can mnke no claim to com

but half.cf Boilly's work, so much cf ft. has
dlsapmmed 1f, out of his forty-eight Salon
pictures, presumably his most important, but
sevenieen can be found, "there -is no doubt
that there were innumerable pot-bailers o:
which not a trace Is left—no grent loss, . we
fancy, to Bollly’s reputation. M. Harrisse

any. one to-day who can pretend to a tithe

catalogue is well printed, and is illustrated
with a sufficient number of ph'otogravure
-and process blocks after, Boilly's most cho
sacteristic deslgns to give a fair idea of
artist and his work. Altogether the book
must prove of immense service to any ‘
studying the social history and’the art:
France during the long period: of whi
.Boilly kept so accurnte nnd often 80 amus
ing a record. ’

The Whitefoord Papers. Edited, with: Iutro.
duction and Notes, by W. A. 8. Hewins,
M.A. Oxford: Clarendon Press, New Yorkv
Henry Frowde. 1898

‘“The name of Whitefoord is most famill
to Amerlcans in connection with the’ nego
tlons “which ended the Revolution. ~Caleb
Whitefoord was ‘gn intimate friend of*B
jamin Frauklin, and for this reason becatns
gole secretary to the Commission which.n
-gotiated the preliminary trenty in 1782, He
fs. also the main figure in the volum
correspondence now under review.” The'
mily was -Scotch and of anclent orlgin. Iis
founder lived in the last half of the
teenth century, and held lands’ near Pnialey
in the shire of' Renfrew. ‘For some centu
“bis descendants’ were -only .ot locsl conse-
quence. but, during the Engllsh Parlisgme
“tary Wars, one of them, Col. Walter. Whlté
\Yoou! galned somé-reputation’ as & trucul
supporter of the Stuarts It was he, fo
‘stance, who on May. 2; 1645, ossaaslnat
_regiclde, Dr. Dorfslaus, in ‘his ‘own.apd 5

.:ments at The Hague, whither he ’.had

-sent ona misolon by the Commonwealth
one of the name has ever reacheo ve

membered as ‘the chronicler rather than ‘the

M. Hnrrisse has, colalogned no less:than;
1,364 pictures, drawings. and lthographs: O
He has made a separate list o( the plctures )
-exhibited at the Salon. . In every case he has’
given nll “available ~information as to. slze,‘_'
subject, and historyi? Sut “he modestly de- -

pleteness, that he has probahly accounted for”

hopes .his readers may fill up many of -the
gaps, but it is a question ‘whether there is:

of M. Harrlsse'e:#nowledge of a painter
now o chscure and forgotten as Boilly. The:
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